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INTRODUCTION. 


In  preparing  this  official  Report  of  the  Jewish  Inter¬ 
national  Conference  on  the  Suppression  of  the  Traffic  in 
Girls  ancl  Women,  the  Gentlemen’s  Committee  of  the 
Jewish  Association  for  the  Protection  of  Girls  and  Women, 
who  were  responsible  for  the  organisation  of  the  Con¬ 
ference,  have  endeavoured  to  present  it  as  fully  and 
as  accurately  as  possible.  From  various  causes  much 
difficulty  was  found  in  obtaining  a  complete  verbatim 
report,  and  the  editors  hope  that  no  injustice  has  been  done 
to  any  of  the  speakers,  whether  by  commission  or  by 
omission. 

This  Conference,  having  been  the  first  Jewish  Inter¬ 
national  Conference  called  for  the  purpose  of  dealing 
with  this  terrible  evil,  so  far  as  it  affects  the  Jewish  Com¬ 
munity,  it  is,  perhaps,  desirable  to  give,  in  a  few  words,  the 
chief  reasons  which  induced  the  Committee  to  organise  it 

For  many  years  national  non-sectarian  Committees 
aiming  at  the  suppression  of  the  traffic  have  been  estab¬ 
lished  in  almost  every  country  of  Europe,  and  in  America, 
and  it  was  found  that,  although  among  the  traffickers 
and  their  victims  Jews  and  Jewesses  were  unfortunately 
to  be  found,  an  inadequate  knowledge  of  the  subject  was 
still  prevalent  among  a  large  number  of  onr  co-religionists, 
and  consequently  an  inadequate  interest  was  shown  by 
them  in  the  measures  that  were  being  taken  to  check  the 
evil.  It  was  thought  that  this  lack  of  interest  was,  perhaps, 
specially  due  to  an  ignorance  of  the  extent  to  which 
members  of  the  Jewish  race  were  affected  by  it,  or  even  con¬ 
cerned  in  it.  Again,  the  causes  of  the  traffic  among  Jews  are 
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in  many  respects  peculiar,  depending,  as  they  largely  do, 
upon  unfortunate  social  and  political  conditions  which  are 
the  result  of  long-continued  persecution  and  oppression. 
The  evils  due  to  special  anises  require  special  remedies, 
while  many  .aspects  of  the  traffic,  so  far  as  it  affects 
Jewish  victims,  need  to  be  dealt  with  and  combated  by 
Jewish  workers  from  a  specifically  Jewish  basis,  and  on 
the  strength  of  knowledge  which  Jews  alone  can  adequately 
collect,  and  then  wisely  employ.  Kor  all  these  reasons  it 
was  thought  that  the  time  had  come  when  it  was  desirable, 
and  indeed  almost  necessary,  to  convene  a  specifically 
Jewish  Conference. 

The  excellent  attendance,  and  the  unflagging  interest 
which  was  evident  during  the  six  sittings  of  the  Con¬ 
ference,  were  most  encouraging,  and  the  Committee  desire 
to  tender  their  heartiest  thanks  to  all  the  delegates.  They 
earnestly  hope  that  the  recommendations  which  were 
adopted  by  the  Conference  will  prove  of  great  use  in 
stimulating  interest  in  all  parts  of  the  world  where  Jews 
are  to  be  found,  and  that  the  delegates  will  use  their  utmost 
endeavours  to  get  these  recommendations  adopted  in 
their  own  countries,  so  that  Jewish  girls  and  women  may 
be  safeguarded,  and  that  they  may  be  protected  from 
becoming  victims  of  the  traffic. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  desire  to  point  out  that 
they  have  reproduced,  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  the 
speeches  of  the  various  speakers  in  the  language  in  which 
they  were  delivered,  but  that  they  cannot  take  upon  them¬ 
selves  any  responsibility  for  the  statements  made,  or  the 
opinions  expressed,  by  any  individual  member  of  the 
Conference. 
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PROGRAMME. 


FIRST  SESSION. 

Tuesday  Mok.vino,  Al'KII.  5II1,  9.45  (ill  12.30. 
SPEECHES  OF  WELCOME. 

1st  SUBJECT. 

"What  means  can  be  adopted  to  asoertain  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  participation  by  Jews  and  Jewesses 
In  the  traffic  of  girls  and  women?" 

Matters  to  mi  included  under  1st  Suujkct 
Cases  dealt  with  hy  Societies. 

Information  obtained  through  Police  and  other 
authorities  in  the  different  countries. 
Observations  kept  at  the  departure  of  Boats  and 
Trains  and  in  other  public  places. 

Countries  from  which  the  victims  are  principally 
recruited. 

Articles  in  the  Press. 


SECOND  SESSION. 

Tuesday  Afternoon,  April  5U1,  2.15  till  5.0. 

2nd  SUBJECT. 

('0  “  Some  of  the  oauses  of  the  trafflo  amongst  Jews, 
and  to  what  extent  can  It  be  oheoked  by  the 
establishment  of  Jewish  Committees  In  the  dif¬ 
ferent  countries  at  the  frontier  and  seaport 
towns?" 


(6)  “  What  means  of  co-operation  can  be  suggested 
between  Jewish  Committees  already  existing 
and  to  be  nowly  formed,  with  the  National  Com¬ 
mittees  already  established  ?  M 

Matters  to  me  included  under  2nd  Subject 

Girls  travelling  atone. 

Cases  of  girls  who  have  been  deported  or  rejected 
under  the  various  Immigration  Acts. 

Co-operation  with  Steamship  and  Railway  Com¬ 
panies. 

Organisation  and  formation  of  Jewish  Committees 
and  of  a  Central  Information  Bureau. 

Enforcement  of  present  laws,  and  of  strengthening 
them  where  necessary,  in  conjunction  with 
National  Committees. 

Necessity  for  Jews  joining  National  Committees. 


THIRD  SESSION. 

Wednesday  Morning,  April  6th,  945  till  12.30. 

3rd  SUBJECT. 

“How  far  is  the  Traffic  consequent  upon  the  look 
of  responsibility  of  parents  and  guardians,  and 
what  can  be  dono  to  cheok  imprudent  marriages 
and  such  marriages  and  divoroes  whloh  are  not 
in  oooordanoo  with  the  laws  of  the  country 
whore  Jews  reside;  and  to  bring  home  to  parents 
and  guardians  tho  nocossity  for  strlot  enquiries 
oonoerning  situations  abroad  ?  " 

Matters  to  he  included  under  3rd  Subject  :  — 
Illegal  Marriages  and  Divorces. 

The  Marriage  Broker  (“  Schadchnn  "). 
Advertisements  re:  Situations. 
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FOURTH  SESSION. 

Wednesday  Akteknoon,  April  6th,  3.15  till  5.0. 

4th  SUBJECT. 

“  What  means  oan  be  adopted  to  arouse  Jewish 
publlo  opinion  against  the  Tralflo,  and  to  stim¬ 
ulate  Interest  among  those  who  may  be  at 
present  Ignorant  or  apathetio?” 

Matters  to  he  included  under  4lh  Suujkct  : — 

Circular  letters,  books,  leaflets  and  warning  notices. 

Meetings  of  young  men. 

Ineligibility  of  those  concerned  in  the  Traflic  to 
hold  communal  oflices. 


FIFTH  SESSION. 

Thursday  Morning,  April  7th,  9.45  till  12.30. 

5th  8UBJECT. 

“  Seeing  that  bad  eoonomio  conditions  are  an  un¬ 
doubted  souroe  of  the  Trafflo,  how  far  oan  educa¬ 
tion  and  sooial  work  be  helpful  in  oheoklng  the 
evil?" 

Matters  to  he  included  under  5H1  Sumner  : — 

The  desire  for  dress  and  pleasure. 

Immoral  influences  in  the  home. 

Co-o]x:nilion  with  teachers  and  Rabbis  in  order  to 
create  stronger  feeling  against  the  evil. 

Rescue  Work. 

Co-operation  with  health  visitors,  nurses,  and 
hospital  and  prison  visitors. 
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SIXTH  SESSION. 

Thursday  Afternoon,  April  7th,  2.15  till  5.0. 

“  To  oonsider  any  matters,  not  inoluded  In  the  pre¬ 
ceding  subjects,  which  may  arlso  during  the 
sessions,  and  of  any  other  eubjeote,  of  whioh 
notloe  has  been  given  in  writing  beforehand, 
and  whioh  have  been  officially  accepted.*' 
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INDEX. 

Tuesday,  April  5TH. 

First  Session—  ,,AOK 

Opening  Prayer  by  the  Very  Kev.  the  Chief 

Rabbi,  Dr.  H.  Adler  ...  ...  ...  18 

Speeches  of  Welcome  : — 
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Discussion  on  Third  Subject  97 

Fourth  Session- 

Opening  Paper  by  Lady  Battersea  .  126 

Discussion  on  Fourth  Subject .  131 

Thursday,  April  7m. 

Firth  Session- 

Opening  Paper  by  Kriiulein  Pap  pen  he  im  ...  145 
Discussion  on  Fifth  Subject  .  154 


IO 


Sixth  Session— 

Continuation  of  Discussion  on  Fifth  Subject 
Closing  Prayer,  by  the  Rev.  Morris  Joseph 
Recoin  inendat  ions — 

(ft)  English  ...  . 

(A)  F rcnch . 

(r)  German . 

Appendloes— 

Miss  American's  Statistics  ...  . 

Paper  by  Miss  Carrie  Wise 
Report  by  Baron  A.  de  Gflnzburg 

Paper  by  Mr.  Louis  E.  Levy  ...  . 

Paper  by  Kerr  H.  Sprecher  . 
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Fra uenschuls  Bureau,  Lemberg. 

Hkkr  HEINRICH  SPRECHKR, 

If  net  Tfritk,  Lemberg,  and  IlHJsryrein  Jiir  d/e  //of- 
leidende  judisci/c  Berolkerung  in  Ga/itien ,  Vienna. 
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Man.  KUGfeNB  SIMON, 

Paris. 

Dr.  SONNENFELD, 

Jewish  Colonisalio/t  Association. 

Germany — 

Hkru  Juktizkat  Dk.  BLAU, 

Jewish  Colonisation  Association. 

Frau  MARIE  GOLDSCHMIDT, 

Frauenbund ,  Hamburg. 

Hkkr  PAUL  LASKAK, 

Hiifsverein  der  dentuhen  J//dcn,  Hamburg. 

Hbkk  Gkhkiukr  SanitXthrat  Du.  MAUETSKY, 

Hiljsverein  der  deutschen  Judea ,  If  net  Ifrith  Gross/oge 
{Berlin),  Ifnei  Ifrith  {Austria). 
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Kmai’i.kix  BERTHA  PAPPENHEIM. 

Frauenhund,  Frankfort. 

Raiuiixkk  Dr.  L.  ROSEN  A  K, 

Hitfsrerein  dee  dm t sc  hen  Judea ,  lire men. 

Krai-  CLARA  ROSENSTERN, 
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Kin  i •  MARI  K  SC  H I  ,KS I NG  E  R. 

Franenbund ,  J''rankfort. 

Krai*  GERTRUDE  SIMON, 

Franenbund,  Frankfort. 

KkAii.kin  SI  DON’ IE  WERNER. 

Franenbnnd.  Hamburg. 

Holland — 
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Utrecht. 
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Rkv.  M.  H.  SEGAL,  B.A. 

Sunderland  — 

Rkv.  Dr.  SALIS  DAICHES. 

Tiik  Lady  SWAYTHLING. 

Lady  LOUISA  COHEN. 

Lady  STERN. 

Thk  Hon.  LILY  MONTAGU. 

Tiik  Hon.  MARIAN  MONTAGU. 

Mrs.  H.  S.  BENJAMIN. 

Mrs.  HERBERT  D.  COHEN. 

Mr.  L.  DE  ROTHSCHILD. 

Mr.  B.  S.  STRAUSS. 

Coionki.  C.  O.  and  Mrs.  HENRIQUES. 

Mr.  I.  GOLDSTON. 

Head  mailt r,  /..  C.  C.  Sehaol,  Christian  Street ,  A’. 

And  a  large  number  of  subscribers  of  the  Association 
and  representatives  of  Communal  Institutions. 

Admission  was  only  by  ticket,  and  was  strictly  limited. 
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MORNING  SESSION. 

TUKSDAY,  Al'KII.  5TII,  1910. 

MK.  CLAUDE  MONTEFIORE:  Undies  and  Gentle¬ 
men — At  the  request  of  the  Council  of  the  Jewish 
Association  for  the  Protection  of  Girls  and  Women,  the 
Chief  Rabbi  will  open  our  proceedings  with  prayer. 

Thk  CHIEF  RABBI  (Thk  Vkry  Rkv.  Dr.  H. 
ADLER)  : 

ok  TP33  noai  -no  p'no rc?  idoim  'ana  ||vby  pk 
:  o^yo  nmun  no-inn  n*  boat  na'a  ta^  in  •  laa^a  nr*«  nayinn 
S’evfti  mautn  n«  vpzb  ytau  ntana  D'anai  mon  on*  pm 
W*dot  :  133*93  enn  paa  nm  orrh*  iaS  ma  uno  a^>  •  nman 
wniya  »a  i^a  n  *p*i  wwi  unoa  ia  'a  pon  ipaa 

j  jdn  •  mstm 

Almighty  God  l  We  are  assembled  here  to  take 
counsel  with  our  brothers  and  sisters,  who  have 
come  from  far  and  near,  how  to  slay  the  evil  that  is 
wrought  here  and  in  other  lands.  Vouchsafe  in  Thy 
mercy  the  aid  of  Thy  fatherly  guidance  and  the  support 
of  Thy  Divine  Strength  in  the  work  that  lies  before  us 
on  this  and  the  coming  days.  Grant  us  understanding 
and  discernment  that  we  may  learn  how  to  roll  olT  the 
grievous  reproach  that  presses  upon  us.  Help  us  in  our 
efforts  to  seek  out  those  who  are  lost,  to  reclaim  the 
sinful  and  uplift  the  degraded.  Create  in  us  a  clean 
heart  so  that  we  may  battle  against  all  things  evil  and 
impure.  Cause  us  to  hear  Thy  loving  kindness  in  the 
morning  :  for  in  Thee  do  we  trust.  Cause  us  to  know 
the  way  wherein  we  should  walk  ;  for  we  lift  up  our 
s« vul  unto  Thee.  Amen. 
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Mr.  CLAUDE  MONTE  FIORE  :  Ladies  and  Gentle¬ 
men —  Before  we  begin  the  regular  business  of  this  im¬ 
portant  and  perhaps  unique  Conference,  two  or  three  of 
us  arc  to  he  allowed  the  privilege  of  speaking  to  you  a 
few  words  of  welcome  and  hearty  greeting. 

We  are  met  together  to  discuss  a  subject  of  very  great 
and  painful  importance.  We  are  met  to  consider  what 
more  can  he  done  in  addition  to  what  is  already  being 
done — because  we  know  that  a  good  deal  in  many 
countries  is  being  done — to  pul  a  stop  to  a  sore  evil  in 
our  midst,  to  put  an  end  to  wrongs  which  cry  aloud  to 
Heaven  for  a  remedy  and  for  redress.  The  goodly 
numbers  in  which  you,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  have  re¬ 
sponded  to  onr  imitation,  and  the  long  journeys  which 
the  delegates  from  abroad  have  l>ecn  willing  to  take, 
and  the  time  you  have  been  willing  to  spend  in  our 
common  cause,  all  go  to  show  how  important  and  how 
urgent  you  consider  the  subject  with  which  wc  have  now 
to  deal.  1  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  the  sacrifice 
which  you  have  made  in  order  to  attend  this  Conference, 
and  I  earnestly  trust  that,  when  our  meetings  are  over,  and 
when  you  return  to  your  homes,  you  will  feel  that  the 
sacrifice  you  have  made  has  not  been  made  in  vain,  and 
that  your  labour  will  bear  some  fruit.  The  very  fact  of 
your  presence  in  this  hall  to-day — of  so  many  men  and 
women  collecting  together  from  so  many  different  coun¬ 
tries  for  one  common  cause — is  in  itself  very  impres¬ 
sive,  and  1  think  this  fact  (apart  from  the  conclusions 
at  which  we  shall  arrive)  will  help  us  and  strengthen 
us  for  our  common  cause. 

Nun  darf  ich  wohlauch  cinige  Worteauf  Dculsch  hinxu- 
ffigen.  Was  lxxlcutet,  meine  sehr  verchrtcn  Damen  tmd 
Herren,  was  bcdcutet  diesc  Versammlung  '/  Sic  bedeutet 
wenigstens  dass  wir,  die  wir  aus  alien  lilndern  xusam- 
inengekommen  sind,  fest  eulsclilossen  sind,  tins  sowcil  es 
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in  u/iscrer  Much t  liegt,  von  einem  grouse n  Ucbel  xu 
reinigen  und  xu  bcfreien.  Wir  sind  entschlosscn  nicht 
Ifmger  gleichgfiltig  und  mit  verbundeneti  Augen  an 
diesem  abscheulichen  Treiben  vorbeixugehen.  Kcin 
Men. sch  soil  Ifmger  von  uns  sagen  kdnncn,  dass  wir 
diesem  Ucbel  umvissend  Oder  gar  sorglos  gegenObcr- 
stehen.  Wir  sind  fest  entschlosscn,  soweit  cs  in  unscrer 
Macht  liegt,  xu  retten  und  */.u  strufen,  vor  allem  aber 
sind  wir  entschlosscn,  nach  Mftglichkeit  xu  verhindern. 

Und  nun  noch  cin  Wort.  Bci  dcr  Bctrachtung  des 
traurigen  Themas  des  Mfidchcnhandels  wollen  wir  wc- 
der  beschonigen  noch  Obertreiben  ;  wir  wollen  einfach 
die  Wahrheit  xu  entdecken  suchen.  Wir  wollen  nicht 
tun,  als  ob  es  nicht  Manner  und  Frauen  jQdischen 
Bekenntnisses  gfibe,  die  an  diesem  Handel  beschftftigt 
sind ;  wir  wollen  aber  auch  nicht  tun,  als  ob  dieses 
Uebcl  nur  jfldisches  Uebel  sei.  Kurx  gesagt,  wir 
wollen  die  existierenden  Tatsachen  wedcr  beschonigen 
noch  ttbertreiben.  I-«idcr  ist  es  uns  nur  xu  gut  bekannt 
dass,  wenn  auch  grausame  Verfolgung  und  drfickcnde 
Arimit  als  Hauptursachen  des  Uel>els  gerechnet  werden 
mflssen,  es  viele  Juden  und  Judinncn  unter  den  Handlern 
und  eine  noch  viel  grosscrc  Zahl  unglQcklicher  jOdinncn 
unter  den  Opfcm  giebt.  Ich  weiss  nicht,  welches  enlsetx- 
licher  ist,  dass  so  viele  der  Hosewichter,  die  die  Madchcn 
xu  Grunde  richten,  der  Abstammung  nach  vom  jfldischen 
Glauben  Oder  dass  so  viele  belorte  Opfer  |Adinnen  sind. 
Wir  aber  wollen  das  unsere  tun,  mn  unseren  Glaubens- 
sch western  xu  helfen.  Dass  uns  dies  gelingen  moge, 
das  wolle  Gott. 

Meinc  Damen  und  Herren  1  lin  Namen  mciner 
Kollegen  und  im  Namen  unseres  Vcreins  begrfisse  ich 
Sie  aufs  herxlichste  und  danke  Ihnen  fQr  Ihre  Anwescn- 
heit  in  unserer  Mittc. 
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Lady  BATTERSEA  :  Indies  and  Gentlemen — Wel¬ 
come  1 

Meine  Herrcn  und  I>.imen  scion  sie  willkonnnen  ! 

Messieurs  et  Mcsdnmcs  soyex  les  bicnvenus  I 

This  one  word — Welcome — which  I  venture  to  repeat 
in  the  three  languages  authorised  by  our  Conference, 
seems  to  give  the  key-note  to  our  proceedings,  and  to 
point,  as  it  were  to  the  raison  d'etre  of  our  assembling 
here  to-day. 

Your  coming  to  I^ondon,  from  far  and  near,  is  well,  for 
the  cause  that  has  attracted  you  is  one  that  demands  the 
championship  of  both  men  and  women,  of  thoughtful 
citizens  from  all  civilized  countries,  from  distant  Continents, 
even  from  the  United  States  and  South  America. 

Your  coming  is  well  indeed  for  the  cause  that  touches 
yon  and  moves  you ;  it  is  well  for  us  workers,  who  want 
your  advice  and  your  sympathy  ;  may  1  add,  it  is  well  for 
yourselves,  who  are  now  brought  face  to  face  with  many 
whom  you  might  never  have  met,  were  it  not  for  this 
common  bond  of  interest.  Give  us  your  warm  sympathy, 
your  wide  experience,  both  so  needful  in  this  painful  and 
heart-stirring  work,  and  give  us  your  valuable  advice, 
based  upon  your  knowledge  of  the  facts  that  havt  come 
under  your  notice. 

In  this  work  it  behoves  us  all,  as  you  know  and  will 
readily  admit,  to  protect  the  individual  as  well  as  society  at 
large.  We  have,  we  workers,  to  act  the  part  of  lighthouse,  as 
well  as  that  of  lifeboat.  Wehave  to  warn  as  well  as  to  rescue. 
We  have  to  punish,  or  rather  to  get  the  law  to  punish,  as 
well  as  to  save  ;  we  have  to  beware  of  being  too  emotional, 
as  we  have  to  beware  of  holding  too  strictly  to  rules  and 
regulations.  Our  work  must  be  judicious  in  character, 
yet  elastic  in  the  way  it  is  carried  out. 

Our  work  demands  a  wise  head  and  a  warm  heart. 
The  latter  has  always  been  a  characteristic  of  the  Jewish 
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people  ;  their  kindness  to  the  distressed  in  body  and  mind, 
and  their  generosity  to  those  in  trouble,  arc  proverbial,  and 
judging  by  the  gracious  words  hut  lately  spoken  in  praise 
of  the  Jewish  Hoard  of  Guardians  by  an  English  statesman, 
the  warm  heart  has  not  been  unaccompanied  by  the  wise 
head.  Hut  for  many  years,  the  particular  cause  that  calls 
us  together  to-day  was  tacitly  ignored  by  the  Jewish 
Community.  They  had  always  set  so  great  a  store  by  the 
purity  of  the  women  of  their  brotherhood,  (hat  they  could 
not  bring  themselves  to  believe  in  the  growth  of  impurity 
amongst  them.  That  Jewish  women,  as  well  as  men, 
should  deliberately  lead  other  women  into  sin,  seemed 
incredible  to  them  ;  and  yet,  so  it  is.  Time  has  brought 
right-minded  men  and  women  of  the  Jewish  Community 
to  confess  with  sorrow  and  shame,  that  they,  with  other 
races,  must  count  the  evil-doers  amongst  their  ranks  ;  that 
they,  with  other  races,  must  recognise  the  victims  amongst 
their  own  people.  Rapidly  has  the  evil  grown  and 
extended,  but  as  rapidly  is  public  opinion  ripening 
against  it.  If  Jews  arc,  alas  l  to  be  found  amongst  the 
sinners,  they  are  also,  thank  God  l  well  to  the  fore  in  the 
work  of  rescue  and  of  justice.  They  do  not  wish  to  draw 
a  veil  over  die  sad  revelations  that  they  know  to  he  true, 
because  it  happens  that  some  infamous  members  of  their 
own  nice  are  engaged  in  it.  They  are  determined  to  bring 
light  into  the  dark  places  of  the  earth,  and  freedom  to 
those  who  arc  held  in  bondage.  They  arc  prepared  to 
take  their  places  by  the  side  of  men  and  women  of  many 
nationalities  and  of  other  creeds,  who  are  lighting  this 
same  battle,  and  who,  if  they  may  never  live  to  sec  the 
evil  entirely  up-rooted,  will,  at  all  events,  feel  that  if  they 
publicly  assert  their  horror  of  such  acts  of  infamy,  and 
diminish,  to  some  extent,  the  work  of  the  traffickers,  they 
will  not  have  lived. their  lives  in  vain. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  we  are  deeply  indebted  to  you 
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fur  your  presence  here  to-day.  The  sacrifices  you  may 
have  made  in  giving  us  so  much  of  your  valuable  time, 
and  taking  such  tiring  journeys  and  such  long  voyages,  as 
the  case  may  l>e,  at  our  invitation,  bespeak  our  gratitude 
and  our  warm  appreciation. 

As  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  this  Conference,  will 
you  allow  me  to  express’ to  you,  one  and  all,  our  hearty 
and  sincere  thanks,  and  our  hope  that  your  visit  to  our 
great  Metropolis  may  prove  in  many  ways  one  of  deep 
and  abiding  interest. 


THIS  COUNTESS  DOWAGER  OK  DESART : 
Mesdameset  Messieurs, — On  in’a  impose  la  tnchc  d'ajouler 
quelques  mots  nux  grauiuuses  paroles  que  Lady  Battersea 
et  M.  Monteliore  viennent  de  prononcer.  C'Ctait  une 
tache  qni,  a  la  fois,  m’eflraya  et  me  charma.  Si  je  n'ai  ni 
le  talent  ni  I'esprit  pour  l'cx6cuter  cominc  elle  devrait 
I'etre,  j'ai,  an  moins,  Ic  vif  dcsir  dc  vous  souhaiter  la 
bienvenue  avec  toute  l’ardeur  que  m£rite  l'enthousiasme 
qui  vous  a  mcn<-s  jusqu’a  nous. 

Mais,  muintenaut,  que  voulex-vous  que  je  vous  dise  qui 
n'ait  pas  etc  dit,  et  mieux  clit,  par  Lady  Battersea  et 
M.  Monteliore  ?  Jc  ne  puis  qu'acccntucr  leurs  paroles  et 
repeter  nos  sentiments  de  reconnaissance  envers  vous 
tons  qui  ctes  ac co tuns  dc  loin  ct  de  pros  a  notre  rendex- 
vous.  Car,  cn  venant  ainsi  nous  aider  a  accomplir  le 
devoir  pciniblc  qui  sc  prcsenlc  a  nous  a  ccttc  heure,  vous 
eu  diininuex  enoimC-nient  le  fardeau. 

I  a:  mal  que  cctte  Conference  doit  considcrer  en  cst  tin 
qui  ne  nait  et  qui  lie  grandit  que  pur  la  souftrance  et  la 
mist-re.  II  ne  nous  touche,  nous  Israelites,  que  par  cause 
de  circtinstances  aussi  lemblcs  que  1c  mal  lui-mcme.  Ici, 
ou  )a  parole  cst  si  libre,  nous  devons  avoir  le  courage  de 
legarder  cc  mal  carrc-ment  cn  face  et  d’admettre  les  fails 
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incontestable^.  Dc  cctte  fa^on  settlement,  lions  sern-t-il 
possible  cl’en  reconnoitre  les  origines  et  dc  dccouvrir  les 
itieilleurs,  les  plus  puissants  moyens  de  les  detmire  a  tout 
jamais. 

La  Patrie,  la  v6tre  on  la  notre,  ne  saurait  a  elle  sculc 
acconiplir  cette  mission,  elle  n'en  a  ni  la  force  ni  les 
moyens.  Cette  force  qni  nous  manque,  e’est  vous  qui 
nous  1'apportez.  L'union  entre  nous,  I'union  dc  ctuur  et 
d'&nte  que  votre  presence  ici  constate,  crcc  la  force  morale 
qui  former.!  pour  nous  tine  urine  invincible.  La  force  nee 
de  cette  union  nous  permet  de  ceindrc  lc  tuonde  ct,  par 
ce  fait  mfime,  nous  donne  un  unique  moyen  pour  pros¬ 
ed  re  l'ennemi,  pour  le  coinbattrc  et,  j'ose  I’aftirmcr,  pour 
I'an&mtir.  Nous  n’atteindrons  pas  ce  but  nujourd’hui  ni 
mfime  aprfcs-dcmnin.  Rome  ne  fut  pas  batic  en  un  jour  ; 
mais  nous  ix*ussirons  a  la  fin,  si  nous  nvons  le  courage  et 
la  perseverance  de  poursuivre  jusqu’au  bout  le  chcmin 
que  nous  comptons  tracer. 

Soyex  done  mille  fois  les  bienvenus,  chers  collogues. 
Nous  vous  offrons  un  chaleurcux  nccucil,  autant  pour  le 
plaisir  que  nous  nous  promettons  cn  conferant  avec  vous, 
en  dcoutant  vos  discours,  en  profitant  de  lout  ce  que  vous 
dtes  h  mime  de  nous  enseigner,  autant  pour  le  sccours 
que  vous  aller.  nous  prater  pour  porter  notre  grande 
mission  a  sa  belle  fin. 

Dossuet  a  prfcche  devant  Louis  XIV:  "  I^i  chute  du 
Peuplc  dc  Dieu  devrait  litre  I’instruction  de  1’Univcrs." 
Prouvons  a  cct  Univers,  qui  tend  a  nous  md’connaitre, 
qu'nprfes  trois  siccles  cette  phrase  est  encore  vraie.  Nous 
autres,  la  nation  de  prCtres,  comine  dil  1‘Mistoire  Sainte, 
nous  soinmcs  1'instrumcnt  qui  doit  combattre  et  vaincrc 
tout  ce  qui  est  vil,  tout  cc  qui  cst  ignoble,  tout  ce  qui 
entrave  la  grandeur  de  l'homme,  crec  a  I’image  du  Dicti 
qui  nous  a  domic  son  nom,  sa  foi  ct  sa  loi. 


Mr.  ARTHUR  R.  MORO  :  Deep  in  (he  souls  of  most 
men  and  women  there  is  implanted  an  inextinguishable 
craving  for  belter  things — things  more  beautiful,  more 
spiritual,  more  righteous.  This,  1  think,  is  one  of  the 
marked  characteristics  of  our  race.  The  pressure  of 
surrounding  circumstances  may,  here  or  there,  for  a  lime 
overshadow  it,  hut  like  the  burst  of  sunshine  through 
clouds,  the  craving  for  that  which  is  good,  will  force  its 
way  through  all  that  would  tend  to  otwcure  it. 

It  is  because  of  this  characteristic  that  we  Jews  have 
known  how  to  die  for  an  ideal.  It  is  this  inextinguishable 
force  that  has  brought  us  all  here  to-day,  from  distant 
countries,  from  provincial  cities  and  from  all  parts  of 
our  Metropolis.  We  are  willing  to  sacrifice  our  time, 
our  occupations  and  our  leisure.  Recognising  that  each 
with  the  other  we  are  united  by  this  strong  tie,  I  am  sure 
that  in  your  hearts  you  welcome  us  as  warmly  and  as 
truly  as  we  have  welcomed  you. 

The  subjects  which  we  have  to  consider,  the  problems 
which  we  have  to  discuss,  the  difficulty  with  which  any 
attempt  to  get  at  the  root  of  the  traffic  is  fraught,  are 
exceedingly  great,  equalled  only  by  the  greatness  of  their 
importance.  We  feel  that  the  pride  and  the  honour  and 
the  security  of  our  race  me  at  stake,  that  we  cannot  allow 
our  maidens  to  be  debased  and  bought  and  sold  as 
merchandise.  We  cannot  and  will  not  let  them  go  down 
to  ruin,  misery,  degradation  and  suffering,  without  a 
determined  effort  to  prevent  it. 

I  will  not  detain  you  longer,  for  wc  are  all  anxious  to 
commence  (he  (ask  that  lies  before  us. 

Mr.  ZANGW1LL  rose  to  enquire  as  to  the  objects  of 
the  Meeting  :  was  it  to  be  general,  or  were  the  members 
participating  merely  as  Jew’s  ? 


26 


Mr.  CLAUDE  MONTEKIORE  replied  that  the 
Conference  was  purely  Jewish. 

AIr.  S.  COHEN,  the  Secretary,  then  read  the  following 
list  of  those  ladies  and  gentlemen  living  outside  England 
who  had  sent  letters  and  telegrams  regretting  their  inability 
to  attend  the  Conference  and  expressing  their  sympathy, 
and  also  of  those  who  had  written  papers  but  were  unable 
to  lx:  present  to  read  them  : — 

AUSTRIA— 

Dr.  GOdkmaxn  .  Chief  Rabbi 

Dr.  \V.  Loknvy,  Hilfsx'crcin  f fir  die  notleidende  jfidisehe 
Bes'Wkcntng  in  Gatisien 

Kabhincr  Dr.  David  .  Vicuna 

Dr.  Haiimerschj.ao  .  Prag 

Herr  S.  Til.l.KS  Israelt/ische  Cnltnsgcmeindc,  Cmcato 

Dr.  LKO  Aden  .  ll'tni  B'ri/h,  Cracow 

Dr.  Strauchkr  ...  Jndisehe  Gemeim/e ,  C'zermnvitc 

Herr  I).  Rotter .  Vienna. 

ARGENTINA— 

Dr.  Hkxrv  Joseph,  President  of  Brauch  Committee, 

Buenos  A yres 

Rabbi  S.  Hai.phox .  Chief  Rabbi 

BELGIUM— 

Monsr.  h'RANV.  Phili.IIM’SOX  .  Brussels 

Alonsr.  MiKXOWTrcn  .  Anttocrfi 

Monsr.  Saxi  Wiener  .  Brussels 

Monsr.  1\\UI.  Errera  .  Brussels 

E RANGE — 

Rabbi  Lit VI  .  Chef  Rabbi,  Pans 

Rabbi  Dr.  Meiss  ...  ...  Chief  Rabbi,  Marseilles 

Monsr.  HlUART  ...  ...  ...  Alliance,  Paris 

GERMANY— 

Dr.  Paui.  Nathan  Hilfsx>ereiu  der  dentschcn  Jnden 
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Herr  Hkkoki.  . 

Ifnci  B'rith  Grossloge 

Heir  Tl.M KN'DOkKKK 

do.  do. 

Firm  Dr.  N’assai.'kk 

Fraueubund 

Finn  Hknkikttk  May 

do. 

Fran  l)r.  VoriKl.sTm.V 

do. 

Frail  H  KXKIKTTK  FORTH  ... 

do. 

Heir  Jamkk  SillOX 

.  Berlin 

I’rnfessor  Dr.  H.  COMK.X  ... 

Marburg 

Herr  Jistizkat  I.axgk 

. . .  Strassburg 

Habhiner  Dr.  W’KHXKH 

.  Munich 

Dr.  Kaai.kki.d  . 

.  Mains 

Dr.  MAYKK . 

Metz 

Kahhiner  Dr.  IJky  ... 

Sfrnssburg 

HOI. LAND — 

The  Moxtkkiohk  Vkkkkxioikg . Rotterdam 

Mdlle.  Dina  Saxsox 

do. 

Moiisr.  XI.  dk  PiXTO 

.  /.a  Hayc 

ITALY— 

Professor  Dr.  Makudmks... 

.  Florence 

Professor  Gk.XO  Lai'KU  ... 

Genoa 

Signor  N'ATIIAX  . 

Route 

IUISSIA— 

Huron  David  dk  GCxzhk.ko 

St.  Petersburg 

Mine.  Asiikknasy . 

Odessa 

Tim  Wakkaw  Gikt.s’  Protection  Sociicty. 

HOU  MANIA— 

Monsr.  Marco  Mkxdi.  ... 

Calais 

Dr.  A  DOM'D  Stkkk 

...  Bucharest 

Dr.  Hbck  . 

Chief  Rabbi,  Bucharest 

Dr.  Nikmirowkr . 

. . .  Chief  Rabbi,  Jassy 

Kran  Staadkckkk  . 

...  Bucharest 

Monsr.  J.  Astkuc . 

Bucharest 
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UNITED  STATES— 

Mr.  Cyrus  ScI-zukkckk 
Mr.  JACOII  SCBIFK  ... 

Mr.  Max  Sknior  ... 
Judge  Jr i.i an  Mack 
Mins  Carrik  Wish  ... 

Mr.  SlMOX  Woi.k  ... 

Mr.  Hkknakd  Bkttmanx 
Mr.  Auoi.I’H  Krauss 
Mr.  Lkon'AKI)  Lkvy 
Mr.  S.  Kabatschnik 

HUNGARY— 

Dr.  Emii.  Schhkiiikk 
Dr.  J.  Wkishuku  ... 
Baron  J.  Hatvany... 

TURKEY— 

Dr.  NAHOI'M 
Mine.  SkMACH 

AUSTRALIA— 

Rev.  Francis  L.  Coiikn. 
CANADA— 

Rev.  S.  Jacobs 
SOUTH  AFRICA— 

Rev.  A.  P.  Bkndkr... 


..  ...  ...  iVcto  York' 

ilo. 

...  Cincinnati 

Chicago 

. Veto  York 

..  ...  Washington 

...  ...  ...  Cincinnati 

Chicago 

...  ...  /  'hilatlelpliia 

...  ...  ...  Host  on 

..  ...  ...  lilti/apesl 

..  ...  ...  ito. 

.  ,/o. 

Chief  Rabbi,  Constantinople 
..  ...  ...  GaJata 


...  Toronto 
...  Cape  Town 


There  was  also  a  large  number  of  letters  from  ladies 
and  gentlemen  in  England  regretting  their  inability  In 
lake  part  in  the  conference. 


Mr.  MONTEFIORE,  having  read  out  the  rules  for  the 
guidance  of  the  Conference,  said : — We  propose  to  follow 
the  precedent  of  other  conferences,  including  the  one 
that  I  attended  in  Vienna  last  Octolrer,  namely,  that 
representatives  of  different  countries  should  take  the 


Chair  at  the  various  Sessions,  and  \vc  hope  that  the 
distinguished  representative  from  France,  Professor 
Sylvain  Levi,  will  take  the  Chair  this  morning. 

The  Subject  for  discussion  this  morning  is : — 

"  Wh&t  means  oan  be  adopted  to  asoertain  the  extent 
of  the  participation  by  Jews  and  Jewesses  in  the 
traffic  of  girls  and  women?” 

I.K  PKOKKSSBl'K  SYLVAIN  Llivi  :  Mcsdames, 

Messieurs, — Je  suis  tout  a  fait  confus  de  I’honneur  qui 
m'inconibe  et  qui  etait  completcment  inattendu.  Je  sens 
trop  bien  que  cet  lionneur  ne  s’adrcsse  pas  a  nva  personne 
qui  ne  s’aflirmerait  que  par  son  insignifiance  ct  son 
incompetence ;  mais  j'ai  Ic  grand  lionneur  d’etre  ici  le 
represent  ant  d’une  oeuvre  qui  a  mis  au  service  du 
judalsme,  je  me  plain  moi-metne  a  le  rappeler,  toute  sa 
force,  tout  son  zele,  toute  son  Anergic,  e’est  “l’AHiance 
Israelite  Universelle."  C’est  a  elle  que  va  tout  naturellc- 
ment  I’honncur  que  vous  voulez  bien  m’attribuer.  Je  n’ai 
pas  besoin  de  vous  dire  quel  interet  1'AUiance  porte  A 
l’ccuvrc  que  vous  avez  entrcpri.se,  car  on  ne  saurait  tronver 
d’teuvre  ou  les  tr.iditions  dc  morale  et  d’intellectualite, 
(|ni  ont  toujours  inspire  1’Alliance,  se  trouvent  plus 
glorieuscment  affirmees  que  la  croisade  A  laquelle  vous 
avez  bien  voulu  m’invitcr  aujourd’hui. 

L'ordre  du  jour  portc,  pour  noire  s&incc  de  ce  matin  : 
“  Les  moyens  de  s’assurcr  dans  quelle  mesure  les  Israelites 
s’engagent  dans  la  traite  dcs  blanches.”  La  p;irole  cst  n 
M.  Moro. 

Mk.  A.  K.  MOKO  (London) :  Before  we  devise  any 
means  for  ascertaining,  even  approximately,  the  extent  of 
trafficking  done  by  Jews  and  Jewesses,  we  must  firstly  be 
satisfied  that  the  traffic  exists,  and  secondly  we  must  be 
satisfied  that  the  enquiry  is  necessary  and  will  be  of  use. 
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At  present  those  of  us  who  arc  engaged  in  the  work 
can  only  speak  of  what  actually  comes  under  our  own 
notice,  and  I  hope  that  we  shall  hear  from  representa¬ 
tives  of  other  Societies,  either  English  or  foreign,  or  from 
ladies  and  gentlemen  who  arc  not  attached  to  Societies 
but  who  do  communal  work,  what  their  experiences 
have  been.  . 

I  would  further  add  that  it  is  necessary  that  this  matter 
should  be  discussed  openly  and  frankly,  so  that  it  may 
not  l>e  thought  that  we  arc  trying  to  hide  anything,  or 
that  we  have  met  together  to  exculpate  our  people,  or 
to  place  to  their  charge  more  blame  than  they  deserve. 
Wc  must  try  to  treat  the  enquiry  with  calmness,  justice 
and  fearlessness. 

From  the  experience  I  have  gained  during  the  twenty- 
one  years  1  have  beer,  in  the  work,  I  am  unfortunately 
able  to  say  positively  that  the  traffic  is  earned  on  by 
Jews  and  Jewesses,  and  to  an  extent  which  is  far  greater 
than  many  of  yon  can  possibly  realise.  The  causes  that 
have  brought  this  about  will  be  discussed  by  this  Con¬ 
ference  at  other  sessions,  and  it  therefore  only  remains  to 
slate  actual  facts. 

The  Jewish  Association  for  the  Protection  of  Girls  and 
Women  has  been  engaged  in  this  work  for  nearly  twenty- 
live  years,  but  1  will  limit  my  observations  to  the  figures 
and  statistics  of  the  past  six  years.  During  that  period 
the  Gentlemen’s  Committee  have  had  to  deal  with  the 
following  cases  which  were  concerned  with  the  traffic  : — 
23  cases  of  International  Trafficking. 

31  cases  suspected  of  trafficking. 

29  cases  prevented  from  being  lr«  Ticked. 

44  missing  girls  we  could  not  trace,  but  who  have 
been  reported  :is  having  gone  away  with  men  of 
bad  character. 
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iq8  in  vest  ignitions  regarding  people  and  houses  sus¬ 
pected  of  being  concerned  in  the  Traffic. 

222  cases  of  girls  who  have  taken  to  immoral  lives 
and  who,  in  many  cases,  have  eventually  dis¬ 
appeared  from  the  country. 

The  full  significance  of  these  figures  is  only  clear,  when 
it  is  remembered  that  we  have  to  deal  with  such  cases  as 
we  can  discover,  and  that  we  have  to  cope  with  a  most 
cunning  and  secret  trade,  of  which  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  we  merely  touch  the  fringe.  There  must  be 
scores  of  cases  undiscovered,  to  every  one  that  we  get 
to  know  of.  We  have,  during  the  past  three  years, 
organised  a  definite  system  of  watching  at  the  Railway 
Stations  and  at  Southampton  and  Liver(x>ol,  at  which 
these  people  arrive  from,  or  depart  to,  South  America. 

During  these  three  years  our  Secretary  Mr.  Cohen  with 
one  of  our  dock  oFticers  and  nearly  always  accompanied 
by  detectives  have  been  present  at  the  departure  of  the>e 
trains  or  boats.  They  saw,  on  almost  every  occasion, 
until  last  year,  numbers  of  known  traffickers,  bullies 
(souteneurs),  prostitutes  and  brothel-keepers  who  came  to 
see  off  their  friends.  Owing  to  this  continual  vigilance  a 
change  has  recently  taken  place  in  the  arrangements  and 
the  traffickers  cither  cross  to  Paris  and  book  from  there, 
sailing  from  Cherbourg,  or  the  girls  arc  sent  from  England 
alone,  with  but  one  or  two  men  at  Southampton  to  see 
them  off.  Wc  have  very  often  seen  men  and  women 
arrive  from  South  America,  who,  after  staying  in  this 
country  or  going  on  to  the  Continent,  have  been  seen 
returning  to  South  America  within  a  few  weeks  and  often 
accompanied  by  girls.  One  man,  who  is  fortunately  now 
serving  a  long  term  of  imprisonment  for  another  offence, 
was  seen  on  live  different  occasions,  either  in  Liverpool 
or  Southampton  or  at  Waterloo  Station,  each  time  with  a 
different  girl  who  was  booked  on  the  passenger  list  as  his 
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wile.  He  was  we))  known  by  our  Committee  in  Buenos 
Ayres  as  a  procurer. 

I  come  next  to  statistics  kindly  supplied  to  us  by  the 
authorities  at  Scotland  Yard.  We  have  obtained  (lie 
figures  for  the  following  four  offences,  which  are  all  part 
of  the  trafficking  business: — 

1.  Procuration. 

2.  Broth  el -keeping. 

3.  Living  upon  immoral  earnings. 

4.  Solicitation. 

From  these  figures  which  refer  to  prisoners  of  all 
nationalities  who  have  been  charged  at  the  Police  Courts, 
and  recorded  at  Scotland  Yard,  we  have  extracted  the. 
following  figures  which  apply  to  Russians  and  Roumanians. 
From  our  experience  I  can  unfortunately  say  with  con¬ 
fidence,  that  probably  nearly  all  are  Jews  and  Jewesses. 
They  are  as  follows  : — 

Taking  a  total  for  six  years  to  the  end  of  1908  there 
were  : — 

8  Convictions  out  of  12  charges  for  Procuration. 

15 1  Convictions  out  of  157  charges  for  Brothel¬ 
keeping. 

23  Convictions  out  of  31  charges  for  living  upon 
immoral  earnings. 

521  Convictions  out  of  544  charges  for  solicitation. 

We  have  also  obtained  the  following  figures  from  the 
Jewish  Discharged  Prisoners'  Aid  Society  (and  from  our 
prison  visitor,  Miss  Levi)  of  Jews  and  Jewesses  who  have 
acknowledged  themselves  as  such,  and  have  been  visited 
whilst  in  prison.  During  the  last  six  years  there  were  : — 

18  Prisoners  charged  with  Procuration. 

126  Prisoners  charged  with  Brothel-keeping. 

25  Prisoners  charged  with  living  upon  immoral 
earnings,  and 

1 14  Prisoners  charged  with  solicitation. 
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Besides  these,  many  Jews  enter  prisons  as  non-Jews. 
When  the  difficulty  of  producing  the  sufficient  evidence 
that  is  required  under  the  provisions  of  the  present  laws 
of  lCngland  is  taken  into  consideration,  these  convictions 
indicate  how  large  a  number  of  cases  must  have  escaped 
being  charged  at  the  Police  Courts. 

Krom  the  provincial  towns  we  have  obtained  statistics 
which  show  that  the  evil  also  exists,  but  the  records  arc 
kept  difTcrcntly,and  it  is  not  so  easy  to  obtain  the  actual 
facts.  The  ministers  from  these  towns  who  are  present 
here  to-day,  and  who  visit  the  prisons  will  bear  me  out, 
when  I  say  that  many  men  and  women  have  been 
convicted  for  immoral  offences  tending  towards  trafficking. 

I-ct  us  next  turn  our  attention  to  our  Buenos  Ayres 
Committee’s  report.  At  the  end  of  1909  there  were  in 
that  city  199  Licensed  Brothels,  and  102  of  these,  or  over 
fifty  per  cent.,  were  kept  by  Jewesses.  These  women  were 
the  wives  or  mistresses  of  the  traffickers,  and  the  proceeds 
were  handed  over  by  the  women  to  the  men,  who  did  all 
the  business  and  made  the  exchanges  of  girls  from  house 
to  house  or  imported  fresh  ones.  Out  of  537  girls  in  these 
199  houses  at  the  end  of  1909  there  were  265  Jewish  girls 
(within  afmetion  of  fifty  percent.)  and  these  were  mainly, 
though  not  entirely,  in  Jewish  houses  of  ill  fame. 

1  have  also  statistics  as  to  the  exchange  of  girls  that 
look  place  during  the  year  in  these  houses,  and  find  that 
in  many  instances  there  were  more  than  25  exchanges, 
and  in  one  case,  a  Jewish  house,  33  exchanges. 

Of  the  800  newly-arrived  prostitutes  who  inscribed 
themselves  in  1909,  236  were  Jewesses,  of  whom  213  were 
Russian  girls. 

Ninety-six  of  these  newly-inscribed  girls  do  not  live  in 
brothels,  and  it  is  therefore  quite  clear  that  the  amount 
of  clandestine  prostitution  is  very  great,  and  that  we  may 
have  cause  to  fear  that  they  are  mostly  girls  who  arc  under 
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tlic  regulation  age  limit,  and  who  would  be  too  young  to 
be  inscribed  for  licensed  brothels. 

I  think  l  have  said  enough  of  Buenos  Ayres  to  show 
that  the  traffic  exists  there.  We  have  much  more 
evidence,  which  I  would  give,  were  I  not  limited  ;is  to 
time. 

Of  North  America,  that  is  the  United  States,  I  will 
speak  very  little.  There  is  a  lady  present  who  will  tell 
you  better  than  I  could  ever  ho|x:  to  do  of  the  extent  of 
the  traffic  in  that  country.  If  you  wish  to  acquaint  your¬ 
selves  better  with  the  facts,  obtain  Document  196  of  the 
American  Senate  Publications  for  1909  ;  it  is  entitled 
"  Importing  Women  for  Immoral  Purposes.”  It  has  a 
tale  to  tell  which  equals  the  now  famous  articles  in 
McClure's  Mugaaine  for  November,  1909.  We  have  one 
or  two  copies  for  you  to  read  if  you  desire  to  do  so. 
Besides  our  own  observations  and  the  cases  that  have 
come  under  our  notice,  Mr.  Simon  Wolf,  President  of 
the  Committee  of  Delegates  on  Civil  Rights  of  the 
American  Hebrew  Congregations,  spoke  very  strongly  in 
his  last  annual  report  on  the  facts  that  have  come  under 
his  notice. 

We  know  that  there  is  a  great  traffic  being  carried  on 
l  let  ween  Europe  and  Bnir.il  and  other  South  American 
Republics. 

I  wish  that  I  had  time  to  tell  you  all  we  know  which 
goes  to  show  that  the  traffic  of  Jewesses  is  almost  world 
wide.  But  I  must  restrict  myself  to  a  few  more  incidents 
to  prove  that  an  extensive  traffic  does  exist,  and  please 
bear  in  mind  that  almost  invariably  for  each  girl  reduced 
to  prostitution,  a  procurer,  a  bully,  a  brothel-keeper  and 
their  numerous  allies  have  been  concerned  in  the  down¬ 
fall.  In  1900  a  Rabbi  came  from  the  Transvaal  and  told 
us  that  the  amount  of  |ewish  prostitution  and  traffic  in 
Johannesburg,  Pretoria,  I-ourenvo  Marques,  Beira  and 
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Salisbury  was  appalling.  In  later  years  the  same  story 
came  from  another  Rabbi  regarding  Cape  Town.  In 
1902  a  Rabbi  in  Oregon  wrote  to  our  ever-lamented  friend 
and  active  collciguc  the  Reverend  Simeon  Singer,  saying 
that  in  the  Phillipinc  Islands  a  large  number  of  |ewish 
women  were  found  in  the  ranks  of  prostitutes.  The 
following  are  extracts  from  his  letter.  He  wrote  : — 

“It  is  almost  too  shocking  to  put  to  paper,  but 
“according  to  my  informant  (a  Jew  who  for  eighteen 
“  months  served  in  a  Hospital  Corps  of  the  United  States 
“  Army),  if  a  man  upon  arrival  stated  that  lie  was  a  Jew, 
“  it  was  followed  by  the  question  ‘  Have  you  any  nice 
“women  to  sell?'  Saddest  of  all  is  the  fact  that  these 
“  women  have  not  chosen  the  life  of  shame  of  their  own 
“free  will,  but  have  for  the  most  part  been  inveigled 
“  under  promises  or  pretences  of  marriage.  They  came 
“1 >id  Bombay,  Singapore,  China  and  Japan. 

“  My  informant  says  that  these  victims  of  deceit 
“and  treachery  arc  conscious  of  their  shame,  are  never 
“drunken  and  hilarious,  and  frequently  weep  over  their 
“  degradation.” 

In  1903  a  Jewish  schoolmaster  who  had  spent  some 
time  in  Egypt,  said  that  the  traffic  by  Jews  of  Jewesses  to 
Alexandria,  Cairo  and  Port  Said  was  an  absolute  scandal. 

There  were  Greek,  Italian  and  French  prostitutes,  but 
they  were  far  outnumbered  by  the  Jewesses.  His 
description  of  their  treatment  and  suffering  was  heart¬ 
rending.  They  were  truly  slaves,  beaten  cruelly  when 
they  failed  to  make  money  for  their  captors.  Ill-treated, 
frightened,  their  spirit  and  will  power  crushed  out  ol 
them,  they  were  simply  chattels  in  the  hands  of  their 
owner.  In  1904  we  were  informed  that  the  Police 
Authorities  in  Odessa  had  lists  of  men  who  regularly 
travelled  to  and  from  Odessa  to  South  America  and  else¬ 
where  sometimes  ns  often  as  three  times  a  year,  taking 
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out  a  wife  accompanied  by  other  girls,  and  returning  to 
Odessa  alone. 

We  have  received,  and  have  correspondence  to  show 
that  this  awful  condition  of  affairs  exists  in  Calcutta  to  a 
large  extent,  and  also  all  along  the  free  ports  of  China. 

In  that  important  Italian  review  called  The  Nuevo 
Autologin ,  the  Marquess  Paulicci  de  Caboli  wrote,  in  1902, 
a  scries  of  articles  upon  the  tralVic  generally,  showing 
what  a  vast  number  of  girls,  Christians  and  Jewesses, 
were  victimised.  His  description  of  how  they  were 
deceived  and  captured  is  most  instructive.  His  references 
to  the  Jewish  share  of  the  traffic  were  moderate,  but  he 
made  one  statement  which  seemed  unjust,  and  1  wrote  to 
protest.  He  answered  very  kindly,  and  said  that  he 
respected  many  Jews,  and  so  far  from  being  anti-semitic, 
he  had  refrained  from  publishing  the  fact  that  his 
investigation,  corroborated  by  investigations  of  certain 
French  authorities,  had  revealed  that  in  the  pads  covered 
by  their  enquiries  75  per  cent,  of  the  merchants  of  human 
beings  were  Israelites.  1  have  that  letter  here. 

From  the  Chief  Rabbi  of  Constantinople,  from  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  Jewish  American  scholar,  from  a  prominent 
London  gentleman,  and  from  a  schoolmistress  in  Galata 
we  have  had  letters  during  the  past  six  months  describing 
an  outrageous  condition  of  affairs  in  Constantinople, 
where  traffic  and  prostitution  is  carried  on  openly  and 
shamelessly,  and  where  the  traffickers  have  their  own 
Synagogue  and  services  for  reasons  which  are  very 
obvious.  They  say  that  in  Damascus  things  are  even 
worse. 

I  think  that  1  have  said  enough  now  to  convince  any¬ 
one  that  a  terrible  number  of  Jewesses  are  prostitutes  in 
the  countries  I  have  named.  How  did  they  get  there  ? 
Not  at  their  own  expense  that  is  certain.  1  hardly  think 
that  a  girl  who  has  lived  her  life  in  a  Russian,  Roumanian 
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or  Galician  village  would  know  how  to  reach  these  places 
alone.  This  fact  is  in  itself  a  proof  of  the  traffic. 

I  have  purposely  said  nothing  about  the  traffic  in  many 
European  countries,  :is  there  are  plenty  of  delegates  here 
who  can  and  will  give  the  sorrowful  particulars. 

I  come  now,  and  most  briefly,  to  my  second  pro¬ 
position,  viz  Are  we  satisfied  that  a  comprehensive 
enquiry  as  to  a  participation  of  Jews  and  Jewesses  in  the 
traffic  is  necessary  and  will  he  of  use.  1  take  it  that  such 
a  charge  as  was  made  by  the  Marquess  de  Caboli  (and 
I  have  heard  of  even  worse  charges  against  the  Jews) 
would  alone  justify  an  investigation.  If  they  are  false,  we 
need  to  he  able  to  truthfully  refute  them.  If  they  are 
true,  then  we  must  sorrowfully  admit  it,  and  let  it  act 
upon  us  and  upon  all  other  Jews  ;is  an  additional  spur  to 
work  unremittingly  until  we  have  altered  this  intolerable 
abuse  and  sin. 

1  should  like  to  add  a  word  regarding  the  incredulity 
or  culpable  indifference  of  men  and  women  whose  very 
incredulity  and  indifference  are  an  encouragement  to  the 
malefactors,  but  the  time  allotted  to  me  will  not  permit 
me  to  extend  my  paper. 

1  bring  it  to  a  close  by  asking  you  to  consider  the 
suggestions  which  are  going  to  be  made  by  Dr.  Maretzky, 
of  Berlin,  and  by  expressing  the  hope  that  after  ample 
discussion,  you  will  reach  some  recommendation  as  to 
the  adoption  of  a  uniform  system  regarding  the  collec¬ 
tion  and  classification  of  statistics  and  facts.  (General 
applause.) 

Lk  Puohksskuk  SYLVA1N  L&Vl  :  Je  suis  sur 
d’etre  I’interpr6te  de  toutc  l’Assemhl6e  en  remerciant 
infiniment  M.  Moro  du  rapport  si  substnntiel  qu’il  a  bien 
voulu  nous  fournir  et  qui  servira  si  solidement  dc  base  a 
nos  discussions.  Cc  rapport  est  si  coinplet  que  nous 
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pourrions  au  l>esoin  nous  en  tenir  la.  Nous  serons 
pourtant  iris  heureux  si,  coininc  M.  Moro  lc  souhaile 
lui-meine,  des  d  61  eg  tics  pouvaienl  apporter  de  quelque 
autre  pays  des  renseignemcnls  aussi  dltaillOs  et  aussi 
prccieux  que  les  siens. 

Gkhkimkk  Sanitatbkat  Dr.  MARETSKY  (Bkki.in), 
(niit  lebhaflem  Be i fall  begrflsst)  :  Meinc  hochverchrten 
Diimcn  und  Herren  1  Die  vorhin  ausgcsprochcncn 
freundlichcn  Bcgrflssungsworle  nehnicn  wir  als  ein 
gflnstigcs  Omen  fur  ein  gutes  Gclingen  unserer 
schweren  und  ausserordentlich  erschwcrten  Arbeit. 
Mcinc  Damen  und  Herren  !  Wir  Juden  baben  einen 
unverwflstlichen  Optimismus,  den  wir  in  geschicht  lichen 
Zeitcn  inimcr  bekundet  li:il>en.  Wie  viel  Eiend  das 
jfidische  Volk  ertragen  und  wie  viel  Schmach  und  Druck 
es  erfaliren  muss,  wie  viel  innere  Rissc  es  durchgemacht 
hat,  es  hat  sich  immer  erhoben  a  us  si  ch  selbst,  aus  eige- 
ner  Kraft,  und  dieser  Optimismus  muss  uns  auch  in 
dicsen  schweren  Tagen  weitcr  helfen  und  vorbildlich 
dicncn,  und  es  ist  auch  ein  gutes  Omen,  eine  so  staltlichc 
Versammlung  zu  sehen.  Es  ist  eine  K rcude,  zu  bekennen, 
dass  fibcrall  sich  die  Juden  zussumnentun,  um  dicsem 
Uebcl  abzuhelfcn,  und  dass  wir  alle,  aus  den  versehie- 
densten  Gegcnden  der  Welt,  hier  zusammengckommen 
sind,  tun  dieser  Gemeinheit  und  NicdertrAchtigkeit  Ein- 
halt  zu  tun.  (Bravo  t)  Der  Idcatismus,  der  in  unscrem 
Volke  heiTScht,  hat  uns  xusannnengefrihrt,  und  der  ideate 
Wille,  den  wir  hier  bekunden,  wird  uns  Energie  und 
SchafTensknift  geben,  um  dieses  elende  Gewerbe,  dass  als 
eine  Schmach  von  uns  jetzt  empfunden  wird,  von  der 
Weltflache  verschwinden  zu  lassen. 

Wahrlich,  meinc  Damen  und  Herren,  tiefste  Empo- 
rung  muss  jeden  von  uns  erfassen  bei  deni  Gedanken, 
dass  ein  Mensch  verkauft,  vcrschachert,  als  cine  Ware 
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hchaudclt  werden  soil,  und  durum,  meine  Damcn  mid 
Hcrrcn,  mflssen  wir  iin  Kainpfc  gegen  dicsc  Sklaverei 
ci ntrcl en  niit  allcr  Kraft,  init  allem  Mut  und  niit  all  der 
Ueberxeugung,  die  aus  der  iimcrcn  Emporung  erwachst, 
die  uns  erfasst  hat.  Was  in  alien  internationalen  Kon- 
gressen,  die  hislicr  abgehallcn  worden  hind,  mil  (iainmen- 
den  Worten  bexcugt  worden  ist.das  gilt  auch  beule  nocli. 
Und  in  der  Tat,  der  Mftdchenbandel  isl  ein  Krieg  von 
beispiclloserGrausamkcit ;  denn  die  Verwundeten  werden 
lebendig  begraben  und  die  Toten  elirt  man  nicht.  Fine 
Handvoll  Angrcifcr  steht  auf  der  einen  Scite  der  Armee, 
(lurch  die  tausende  von  Frauen  verdorben  werden,  die 
sich  nicht  wehren  konnen.  Und  dieses  Hfuiflein  ver- 
derblicher  Menschen  kfimpft  nicht  in  aller  Offenheit, 
sondern  auf  Schleichwegen  und  niit  einer  List,  der 
schwcrlich  beixukommen  ist.  Sie  schleichen  in  fried- 
liche  Hauser  und  erwurgen  Frauen  und  Mfidchen.  Es 
gilt  einen  Befreiungskanipf  xu  ffihren  gegen  dieses  furclit- 
barc  Uebel,  dass  ungeheurc  Dimensional  nngenommen 
hat.  Wie  Hcit  Monteliore  in  seinem  Vortrnge  ausgefQhrt 
hat,  isl  dieses  Treiben  cbenso  schadlich  wie  schundlich, 
rucblos  wie  emporend,  enlwflrdigend,  wie  verderbend. 

Meine  banien  und  Herrcn  1  Aber  die  gflnstige  EmpHn- 
dung  darf  nicht  allein  niassgebend  sein.  Schlau,  ver- 
schlagcn,  wie  die  Menschen  siiul,  mflssen  auch  wir  ihnen 
begegnen.  Wcnn  auch  nicht  init  denselben  Mitteln,  so 
aber  doch  niit  Rube,  Kaltblfttigkcit  und  init  Btnonncn- 
heit.  Und  dann,  meine  Damcn  und  Herren,  mnssen  wir 
in  ilirc  HAuser  hineingchen,  mnssen  unsere  Leutekennen 
lernen,  mflssen  ihre  Schleicliwege  feststellen  konnen, 
mflssen  wissen,  wie  sie  ihr  Geschaft  treiben,  erst  dann 
konnen  wir  dann  gehen,  cine  Reform  einxubringen  und 
eine  Aendcrung  des  ruchlosen  Systems  xu  schafTen.  So 
mflssen  wir  uns  einen  sicheren  Boden  schalTen,  wir 
musseti  klar  selien,  wie  viele  dann  beleiligt  sind,  und 
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daruin  begrfisse  ich  es  ausserordcntlich,  dans  wir  uns 
xusainmengefunden  haben,  um  genieinsam  dcrSachc  ent- 
gegenzutreten. 

Wir  haben  auch  eine  viel  schwierigerc  Stellung,  als  die 
Nichtjudcn,  wir  haben  auch  nach  andcrer  Kichtung  bin 
unser  Augenmerkxu  richten.  Mcinc  Da  men  und  Herron  ! 
Seit  Bcginn  dieser  Tfitigkeit  hat  man  es  versucht,  den 
Madchenhandel  als  speziell  jfldisches  Gewcrbe  zu  slem- 
peln,  genau  so,  wie  man  frOher  den  Wucher  als  cincn 
jftdischcn  Handel  stempelte.  Durum  haben  wir  nachxu* 
weisen,  dans  es  kein  speziell  jfldisches  Gewerbe  ist,  sondern 
dass  es  als  ein  soziales  Uebcl  aus  sozialen  Ursachen  lier- 
vorgegangen  ist.  Denn  dies  muss  fcstgestellt  werden, 
und  darum  habe  ich  mir  erlaubt,  einen  Antrag  cinzu- 
bringen,  dass  die  Konferenz  beschlicssen  inoge,  eine 
Statistik  uber  die  Beteiligung  dcr  Juden  am  Mfidchen- 
handel  zu  beschafifcn,  sowohl  der  Handler  als  auch  der 
Opfer.  Denn  so  lioch  aucli  die  Zahl  der  Handler  ist, 
meine  Damen  und  Herren,  viel  hoher  ist  die  Zahl  der 
Opfer,  die  unschuldig  und  unverschuldet  deni  verderb- 
licheu  Gewerbe  anheimgerallen  sind. 

Damit  sic  sich  ein  Bild  machen  konnen  von  dein,  was 
im  deutschen  Nationalkomitee  bekannt  geworden  ist, 
habe  ich  Ihnen  folgendes  raitzuteilcn.  Mir  hat  man  eine 
Statistik  von  fiber  tausend  Madchenhandler  vorgelegen. 
Nun  ist  das  aber  eine  missliche  Sache  mit  einer  dcrartigen 
Statistik, denn  diesclben  sind  immer  etwas  unsicher.  Wcnn 
man  auch  auf  die  g;uize  Zahl  nicht  genau  rcclinen  kann, 
so  blcibt  doch  immer  ein  grosser  Prozenlsatz  fibrig.  Ich 
habe  von  dieser'  Zahl  femer  cine  grossc  Anzahl  aus- 
gestrichen,  deren  Heimatsort  nicht  ganz  genau  angegeben 
war.  Dabei  sind  immer  noch  873  Handler  Qbrig 
geblieben.  Handler  ist  ubrigctis  ein  allgemeiner  BegnlT. 
l£s  fallen  darunter  alle  diejenigen,  welche  wirklich  des 
Mkdchenhandels  flbcrfflhrt  und  bestraft  sind,  es  fallen 


clam nter  alle  diejenigcn,  die  des  Madchenhandels  ve'r- 
dachtig  smd,  cs  fallen  ferner  alle  diejenigcn  damnler,  die 
Agcnten  hahen  mid  die  Hicli  soldier  bedienen. 

Wir  wissen,  nieine  Damen  und  Herrcn,  churn  ein  offener 
und  ein  gelieimer  Handel  besteht,  und  das  ist  siclier.  dans 
der  geheime,  verschleierte  Mfiddienliandel  vicl  umfang- 
reiclier  ist,  als  der  oflene  Handel.  Wollen  wir  den 
Begriflf  nclinien,  wie  er  ist,  so  stelit  fest,  dass  873  Personen 
aufgexeiclinct  sind.  Wenn  icli  xunfichsl  von  Deutscliland 
spredic,  so  bitte  idi  Sie,  betrachtcn  Sie  dies  niclit  als 
eine  Ucberlicbung,  es  liegt  inircben  am  allernUdisten.  I11 
Dcutsdiland  sind  182  Handler,  davon  sind  juden  19. 
Von  den  nidit  jfidischcn  dcutsclien  Hfindlern  wohnen  70 
im  VVeslen  Deutsclilaiids,  15  im  Osten,  15  in  der  Haupt- 
stadt  Berlin,  die  meisten  flbrigen  in  den  Hafensladteu. 
Es  bedarf  dies  einer  gewissen  Erleuterung.  Der  Import 
aus  Europa  konimt  ffir  Deutschland  nur  als  Durchgangs- 
station  in  Betracht,  und  wenn  Sie  die  Zalil  70  ini  Weslen 
selien,  so  liaben  Sie  sich  darunter  vorxustellcn,  dass  es 
Sammelsladte  sind,  die  im  Westen  durch  das  Bordellwesen 
so  ausserordentlicli  erleiclitert  werden  and  das  sehr  stark 
verbreitet  ist.  In  Oesterreicli — icli  unlcrsclieidexwisclien 
Oesterreicli,  Gahzien  und  Ungarn — in  Oesterreicli  selbst 
sind  101  xu  verzeichnen,  davon  sind  juden  65.  Von 
dicsen  wohnen  in  Wien  allein  25,  in  Hafcnstfidten,  Triest 
usw.  je6.  In  Galixicn  sind  39  Personen  xu  verxeiclinen, 
von  diesen  sind  38  Juden,  22  von  ihuen  wohnen  in 
I^embcrg.  Ungam  weist  105  Handler  auf,  davon  sind  68 
Juden.  In  Budapest  allein  wohnen  37  verdilchligc 
Personen. 

Kussland  hat  cine  Zahl  von  1  24  Handlern,  davon  sind 
Juden  104.  I11  Warscliau  allein  wohnen  21,  in  Odessa 

wohnen  17.  In  Sfid-Anicrika,  da  sind  cs  keine  Einge- 
borenen,  sondern  da  sind  es  die  russiscli-polnischen 
Elemente,  welche  dort  vorwiegen.  In  Sfid-Amerika,  in 
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Montevideo,  Km  de  Janeiro,  usw.,  sind  93  Handler 
verzeiclinet,  von  dicsen  sind  80  Juden,  37  wohnen  in 
Buenos  Ayres  nnd  ebenso  vielc  in  Kio  de  Janeiro. 

Krankreich  ist  sclion  schwieriger,  wcil  die  dorligen 
Handler  niclit  evident  sind  und  auch  fur  die  Konfcssion 
oder  Konfessionalitfit  niclit  iinincr  genau  churukterisicrt 
sind.  Es  ist  sclnvierig  xu  sagen,  wie  gross  der  Proxentsatz 
der  Juden  in  Krankreich  ist.  Es  sind  127  Personal 
naiuliaft  gemucht  worden,  sicher  sind  jfidisclien  Ur- 
sp iungs  34.  Es  wohnen  in  Karis  24. 

Uclgicn  liguriert  mit  13,  in  Holland  sind  25.  England 
hat  16,  Ku  mat  lien  28,  Spanicu  10,  I  (alien  4,  Schweiz  6. 

Sehr  bedauerlich  ist  xu  bemerken,  dass  unter  den 
judischcn  Hfuidlern  262  Kraticn  sind.  Von  dicsen  Frauen 
treiben  das  Geschaft  11111*4  Frauen  mil  ihren  Ehemfinnern 
xusammen.  Kin  anderes  Resultat,  dass  bereils  Herr 
Morn  schon  crwfthnt  hat,  stanunt  aus  Amerikn.  Dort 
ist  cine  Enquete  angcstcllt  worden,  Qber  die  Bcteiligung 
der  Opfer.  Da  stclltc  es  sich  hcraus,  dass  in  New  York 
in  5  Monaten,  von  Novcmt>er  bis  Marx,  unter  541  Aus- 
Ifinder  69  Juden  und  225  Pro  testa  n  ten  sich  befanden. 

Mcine  Damen  und  Herren.  Ich  glaube  Ihnen  nunmehr 
keine  Zweifel  mehr  gelasxcn  xu  haben.  Es  nutxt  uichts, 
dass  wir  unx  die  Augcn  verbinden  und  sagen,  es  existiert 
niclit  ein  soldier  Zustnnd,  wie  das  wiederholt  geitussert 
worden  ist.  Wir  mftssen  klar  sehen,  den  nur  so  sind  wir 
in  der  Liigc,  etwas  Icistcn  xu  konnen.  Meine  Zeit  ist 
abgelaufen.  Ich  wiedcrhole,  dass  es  notwendig  ist,  cine 
Enquete  anxustellen,  uin  auch  der  Welt  gegen filler  klar- 
xustellen,  wie  die  lictciligung  der  Juden  ist.  Dus  Bild 
giebt  1111s  cine  gewissc  Kichtschnur,  wie  wir  vorxugehen 
haben.  Wenn  wir  diese  Ziflfcrn  haben,  dann  wird  es  11ns 
mdglich  sein,  wirksam  vorxugehen.  Und  durum,  meine 
Daincii  und  Herren,  und  dainit  komine  ich  xum  Schluss, 
bitte  ich  Sie  lneinen  Vorschlag,  dass  ist,  eine  sorgffdtigc 
Enquete  anxustellen.  anxunehmen.  (Lebhafter  Beifall.) 


43 


Mi*.  I.  L.  JACOBS  (Birmingham):  Mr.  Chairman, 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen — l  desire  to  give  you  sonic  facts 
from  actual  experience  gained  during  my  travels  on  the 
Continent  and  on  my  way  to  and  from  England. 

During  iny  travels  I  kept  my  eyes  widely  opened,  and 
was  particularly  struck  at  meeting  the  same  ckiss  of  men 
at  so  many  places.  I  have  seen  the  same  man  accom¬ 
panied  by  one  or  more  girls  or  women  at  Genoa,  Naples, 
Messina,  right  on  as  far  as  Alexandria  and  one  or  more 
of  these  men  or  women  escorting  girls  on  to  Port  Said, 
and  sometimes  dropping  one  or  two,  taking  up  others, 
and  going  on  to  Bombay. 

I  remember  well  having  been  detained  at  Port  Said 
for  two  or  three  days  by  some  little  accident  to  the 
steamer,  and  I  spent  most  of  my  time  with  one  of  my 
customers.  On  several  occasions  I  was  followed  by  a 
native,  whom  I  afterwards  discovered  to  be  a  Jew,  who 
invited  me  to  accompany  him  to  some  house  or  pi, nee 
where  girls  were  kept,  and  to  induce  me  to  accompany 
him  said  he  had  several  fresh  arrivals.  1  mentioned 
this  fact  to  my  friend,  who  was  a  Hindoo,  and  he  then 
told  me  this  man  was  a  Jewish  trafficker  in  white  slaves, 
and  that  he  was  constantly  travelling  from  place  to  place 
to  Russia,  where  he  kept  a  consignment,  and  so  on. 

To  quote  another  case,  I  was  travelling  by  an  Italian 
steamer  from  Vienna  to  Bombay,  and  during  the  voyage 
between  Messina  and  Port  Said,  a  lady  on  board  (whom 
1  afterwards  discovered  to  lie  the  wife  of  a  judge  in  the 
High  Court  of  Bombay),  was  anxious  about  the  position 
of  some  girls  on  board  (fortunately  not  Jewesses),  and 
on  enquiring  could  get  no  satisfactory  reply.  On  the 
question  being  pressed,  it  was  ascertained  that  they  were 
in  charge  of  a  man  whom  1  knew  to  be  a  Jew.  On  being 
taxed  with  the  fact,  he  admitted  that  he  was  escorting 
them  to  Bombay  to  introduce  them  to  the  white  slave 
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business.  The  lady  interviewed  the  girls,  and  induced 
two  of  them  to  accept  situations,  and  they  were  happily 
placed.  The  third  would  not  listen  to  reason,  and 
went  on  to  Bombay.  At  Pod  Said  this  man  made  him¬ 
self  scarce,  and  did  not  return  to  the  boat,  but  some  Uvo 
or  three  weeks  afterwards  I  saw  him  at  Bombay  on  the 
Esplanade. 

At  Calcutta  also  during  business  hours  I  received  visits 
from  men,  European  and  native  Jews,  who  speedily  dis¬ 
closed  the  real  object  of  their  call. 

Now,  as  most  of  these  white  slaves  were  Russian 
Jewesses,  1  would  suggest  that  the  executive  of  the 
various  congregations  should  make  it  known  what 
dangers  their  women  are  exposed  to  by  leaving  home 
without  protection  or  without  knowing  their  destination. 
I  think  that  they  should  insist  on  parents  and  guardians 
notifying  them  of  the  intention  of  the  girls  to  leave  home, 
so  that  they  should  be  instructed  where  to  apply  in  case 
of  difficulty  or  danger. 

I  could  say  a  great  deal  more,  but  1  will  conclude  by 
expressing  the  hope  that  the  result  of  this  conference  will 
be  satisfactory,  either  by  stamping  out  the  evil,  or,  at  any 
rate,  relieving  it  to  a  great  extent. 

KkAULKIN  PAPPENHE1M  (Kkankkort  o/m)  (mit 
lebhaftem  Beifall  bcgrflssl)  :  Gcstatten  Sic  inir  xunachst 
ein  Wort  zu  deni  Vorschlage  des  Herrn  Maretsky. 
Dicscr  Voi-schlag  isl  flberaus  wcrtvoll,  weil  er  eines  der 
Mittcl  ist,  inn  die  Kcnntnis  dcs  Handels  an  und  ffir  sich 
y.u  gewinnen  und  urn  das  Publikum  mit  dein  Madchen- 
handel  beknnnt  zu  inachen.  Die  Resolution  an  und  fur 
sich  wird  indcssen  nicht  die  Wirksamkeil  haben,  die  wir 
vielleicht  erwflnschcn,  aus  dem  cinfachen  Grundc,  wcil 
das  Kesultat  der  Resolution  kein  richtigcs  scin  kann. 
Kein  Madchenhhndler  giebt  sich  von  Vornhereiu  als 
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Handler  aus  unci  wemi  Herr  Maretsky  die  Zalil  von 
873  :genannt  hat,  so  weiss  ich  nicht,  ob  das  die 
duniinsteii,  odcr  diejenigen  sind,  die  sicli  (lurch  irgend 
ein  Ungluck  von  ihrer  Seite  bctrachtet,  benierkbar 
gemaclit  haben.  Ich  vcnnute,  ckiss  viel,  viel  inehr  da 
sind,  die  man  nic  kennen  wircl.  Nichtsdestowcniger 
liegrrtssc  ich  den  Vorxchlag,  wic  gesagt,  weil  war  hoflfen, 
dans  sicli  die  zustfindigc  Behorde  weiter  init  der  Sache 
bcschaffigen  wird. 

Bine  weitere  Schwierigkcit  dabei  ist  die,  class  die 
Hchdrde  und  die  Polizei  daliei  sein  vverden,  uns  die 
Ausfrihnmg  der  Resolution  unnioglich  zu  machen.  Ich 
habe  w'iederholt  in  Stfidten  gefragt,  nacli  der  Zahl  der 
Handler,  nach  der  Zahl  der  Proslit  uierten,  und  die  Ant- 
vvort  war  i miner  eine  so  unsichere,  class  ich  nicht  irgend 
einc  Zahl  tatsnchlich  zu  nennen  w'age. 

Ich  mochte  auch  sagen,  class  wir  uns  nicht  nur  mit 
Zahlen  zu  beschaftigen  haben,  sondern,  class  wir  auf 
ganz  bestimmte  Punkte  unser  Augenmerk  zu  richten 
haben  und  zwar  auf  diejenigen,  welche  bis  jelzt  noch 
nicht  bearbeitet  worden  sind.  Wir  gchen  bis  jetzt  an  die 
Hafcn,  an  die  grossen  Plfitze,  wo  wir  aber  noch  nicht 
gew'csen  sind,  das  sind  die  klcincren  Plfitze.  Wir  gehen 
nicht  genfigend  zuruck  dahin,  von  wo  sicli  cler  Strom 
nach  Buenos  Ayres,  Alexandria,  Konstantinopel  usw. 
ergiesst.  Und  wenn  ich  nur  einige  PlAtzc  namhaft 
machen  dfirftc,  wie  Triest  und  New’  York,  so  sind  dies 
Hfifen,  in  denen  noch  viel  zu  wenig  gearbeilct  wird.  Vor 
allem  mochte  ich  die  gauze  DonauchunpfHchilTahrt  nennen, 
als  diejenige  Ader,  von  der  aus  deni  Osten  die  Kahrt  nach 
dem  Orient  gchl.  (Sehr  richtig.)  Ich  glaube,  einer  der 
Verlreter  aus  Ungarn  hat  soeben  das  Haupl  gcschftttclt. 
Ich  habe  aber  die  Ansicht,  class  diese  SchifTe  sehr  zu 
beobachten  sind.  Und  nicht  nur  die  grossen  Sliidte, 
sondern  auch  die  klcinen  Plfitze,  in  denen  viellcicht  ein 
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leiser  Handel  geht,  kein  Handel,  der  in  dem  Kongress 
"  la  Traite  dcs  Blanches  "  genannt  wird.  Abcr  wir  konnen 
uns  darauf  nicht  beschrfmken,  und  icli  mochte  niclil  ver- 
gessen,  nochnials  zu  belonen,  dass  dcr  “  Mftdclicnhandel 
nur  d;is  ist,  was  man  " la  Traite  dcs  Blanches"  nennt. 
Es  giebt  aucli  Madchenhandler,  die  den  Handel  nur 
gclcgentiich  betreiben.  Ich  glaubc  dass,  wenn  wir  dicse 
klcincn  Handler  angreifen,  wir  damit  dann  den  Kadeu  zu 
den  grossen  bekommen.  Ich  mochte  beispielswcisc  auf 
die  sogenannten  einklassigen  SchilTe  hinweisen,  die 
cntschicdcn  unscre  Anfmerksamkeit  verlangen.  Die  cin- 
khissigen  SchilTe  sind  solchc,  die  nicht  von  den  grossen 
reisenden  Publikum  benutzt  werden,  ich  ineine,  von 
denen,  die  cine  Kabinc  lange  Ze it  vorher  bcstellcn 
konnen,  aucb  nicht  von  denjenigen,  die  ini  Zwisclicndeck 
fahren.  Essollen  dort,  wic  ich  gehort  babe,  Dinge  vor- 
kommen,  die  unscre  Anfmerksamkeit  verlangen.  Ebenso 
ist  das  Zwischendeck  als  solches  einc  Gelcgenhcit,  wosich 
unterwegs  die  Mcnschen  kennen  lernen,  viellcicht  aucli 
solche,  die  g;ir  nicht  in  der  Absicht  auf  d.is  SchitT 
gegangen  sind,  urn  sich  deni  Handel  hinxugcben.  Ich 
glaube  und  wiedcrholc,  dass  aucli  cin  zufalligcr  Handel 
exist iert,  ein  Handel,  dcr  gar  nicht  so  an  dcr  Oberflftchc 
liegt.  Ich  holTe,  dass  wir  im  Uiufe  dcr  Konfcrenz  nocli 
oft  auf  diese  Details  xurfickzukouimen  haben  werden. 
(Lebhafter  Beifall.) 

Miss  SADIE  AMERICAN  (Nkw  York):  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen — The  attention  of  the  world  lias  recently 
been  drawn  to  America  by  the  very  startling  statements 
that  have  appeared  in  the  Re]iort  of  our  Commission  on 
Emigration,  referred  to  by  Mr.  Moro,  and  also  in  the 
article  in  McClure's  Magazine  of  November,  1909,  written 
by  Mr.  George  Kibhe  Turner,  entitled  :  A  Plain  Story  of 
the  White  Slave  Trade  under  Tammany  Rule.  This 
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article,  which  had  a  political  intent,  contained  some  facts 
but  not  all  the  truth.  What  we  want  is  the  whole  truth, 
and  not  merely  a  part  of  it. 

We  have  gathered  in  America,  in  the  City  of  New  York, 
more  Jews  than  were  ever  gathered  together  in  any  other 
part  of  the  world.  When  we  consider  this  we  must  ask 
ourselves  if  in  a  community  of  a  million  Jews,  it  is 
possible  to  hope  that  the  lives  of  all  should  be  pure,  and 
that  there  should  be  no  prostitutes  among  them,  and 
right  here  1  want  to  say  that  the  social  evil  of  prostitution 
has  existed  from  time  immemorial,  and  unless  we  have  a 
single  standard  of  morality,  I  fear  it  will  exist  till  time 
immemorial. 

In  the  consideration  of  this  great  question  I  hear  only 
two  parlies  mentioned,  the  ponderer  and  the  victim. 
There  is  always  some  one  to  whom  and  for  whom  the 
pandcrer  works.  Until  we  can  eliminate  that  element, 
our  work  goes  for  naught. 

1  am  not  one  of  those  sentimentalists,  who  imagine  that 
these  things  am  be  done  in  a  moment,  but  unless  at  this 
Conference  we  lay  the  foundation  of  an  education  incul¬ 
cating  a  single  standard  of  morals,  which  shall  raise  men 
up  to  the  standard  demanded  of  women,  when  parents 
shall  refuse  to  give  their  daughters  to  men  who  have  let! 
any  sort  of  life,  until  that  time  comes  when  no  profligates 
shall  be  allowed  into  our  homes,  we  shall  continue  to 
have  white  slaves.  When  we  learn  to  speak  of  a  male 
prostitute  in  the  same  way  socially  as  a  female  prostitute, 
then  we  shall  have  made  a  small  beginning. 

The  Federal  Commission  lues  made  an  investigation, 
the  st.ite  of  New  York  has  made  an  investigation,  not 
only  regarding  the  Jews,  and  has  ascertained  that  there  is 
a  vast  bailie,  whether  worked  by  a  syndicate  or  by  fifty 
or  five-hundred  pimps  individually.  lint  it  is  very 
difficult  to  bring  this  out,  or  to  jxirsuade  the  juries  to 
press  the  case  of  the  woman  against  the  man. 
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In  New  York  a  girl  came  under  the  attention  of  our 
CominiRsion  when  she  left  a  home  for  unmarried  mothers. 
I  reported  this  case  to  the  grand  jury,  and  it  was  taken 
up,  as  it  was  a  question  of  deliberate  assault.  Everyone 
believed  the  story  of  the  girl.  The  detectives  were  set  to 
work,  but  they  could  not  find  the  place  or  the  man.  1 
found  both.  Then  the  case  hung  fire.  I  continued  to 
make  enquiries,  the  man  was  arrested,  and  then,  when 
the  case  was  to  have  come  on,  I  received  word  that  it  w;ts 
dismissed  as  there  was  no  legal  evidence. 

Sometimes  the  safeguards  of  liberty  are  the  things  which 
prevent  us  from  punishing  the  criminal.  So  long  as  men 

alone  aro  on  juries,  it  will  be  very  e:i*y  to  inuintaln  that 
the  reputation  of  a  woman  is  bad,  and  the  manner  of  pro¬ 
cedure  of  these  men  in  all  such  cases,  is  to  asperse  the 
character  of  the  woman  and  say  that  she  is  a  common 
woman.  That  is  what  was  done  by  the  man  in  the 
above  case. 

Then,  in  many  cases,  the  girls  are  frightened  by  the 
man,  and  we  have  great  difficulty  in  getting  at  the  facts, 
and  even  if  evidence  is  obtained,  the  man  disappears 
before  the  case  comes  on,  and  it  is  dismissed. 

Another  of  our  difficulties  is  that  we  have  Federal 
authorities  and  no  Federal  police.  The  State  authorities 
have  State  police,  but  the  latter,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
are  largely  responsible  for  the  fact  that  the  traffic  exists. 
If  wc  had  a  pure  police,  with  no  “grafting,"  we  should 
have  nothing  of  this  kind 

One  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  National  Vigilance 
Committee  made  the  statement  that  there  was  an  import¬ 
ation  into  the  United  States  of  30,000  girls  a  year. 
While  not  publicly  stating  it,  lie  told  me  that  in  these 
investigations,  he  found  that  a  large  number  of  these 
girls  were  Jewesses. 

There  is  also  a  large  importation  of  girls,  whom  I 
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believe  to  be  prostitutes,  from  other  countries,  who  are 
tempted  over  by  stories  of  the  gains  to  be  made. 
Mr.  Sims,  the  District  Attorney  of  Illinois,  thinks  that 
girls,  coming  into  America  from  abroad,  arc  got  at  more 
easily  than  those  on  the  spot,  as  they  are  cut  off  from 
their  usual  surroundings  and  their  friends,  and  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  emigrants  of  a  certain 
nationality  coming  over  to  America,  so  does  the  amount 
of  prostitution  increase.  At  one  time,  when  Irish  pre¬ 
ponderated  among  emigrants,  Irish  prostitution  increased, 
at  another  time  it  was  mainly  Germans,  and  now  it  is 
Jewish,  principally  because  of  the  number  of  Jewish 

omifjruntt*.  In  1895  (here  was  nil  In  vest  i  gal  ion,'  and  in 

Chicago,  not  one  Jewish  girl  was  found  in  a  brothel. 

I  could  say  a  great  deal  more  about  solicitation  for 
instance,  when  those  caught  are  generally  those  who 
are  not  smart  enough  to  get  out  of  the  way  in  time, 
but  in  conclusion  1  will  express  the  hope  that  the  Council 
of  Jewish  Women  in  the  United  Stales  is  doing  its  best  to 
scotch  the  evil  by  systematic  work  and  watching,  and  we 
specially  feel  that  our  work  has  been  a  great  work  of 
prevention. 

Dk.  SONNENFELD  (Paris)  :  Meine  Damen  und 
Herren  1  Nachdem  die  sehr  bercdlcn  Worten  verklungen 
sind,  glaubc  ich,  dass  Sie  mir  gcstatlen  werden,  fiber  Sud- 
Amcrika,  clessen  Delegiertc  nicht  bier  sind,  und  woruber 
ich  Nachrichten  besitxe,  einige  Da  ten  vorxubringen. 

Die  Statistik  des  Hcrrn  Maretsky  war  cine  sehr 
lehrreiche.  Ich  glaubc  al>cr,  dass  auch  die  Zukunft  sich 
vicl  liolTnungsfrcudigcr  gestalten  wird.  Wir  liaben  in 
Argentinicn  zweierlci  sogenannte  Agenten  r.u  untcrschci- 
den,  diejenigen,  welche  seit  30  und  40  Jahrcn  da  sind 
und  diejenigen,  welche  in  den  lelxten  18  bis  21  Jahrcn 
hingckommcn  sind.  Es  giebt  in  Argentinien  eincGruppe 
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dcr  Vierziger.  Diese  Grup|>e  der  Vierziger  sind  40 
Sklavcnhandlcr.  Das  sind  Lcule,  die  seit  Jnlircn  dort 
sind  and  ein  grosses  Vermogen  erxvorhen  haben.  cine 
eigen  e  Gemeinclc  halien,  eine  eigene  Synagogc  liaben 
und  sogar  cinen  eigenen  Kriedhof — einen  eigenen 
Kricdliof  deshalb,  weil  die  flbrigen  cs  nieht  geslattcn, 
dass  die  Milgliedcr  dicser  Gruppe  der  Vierziger  auf  ihrem 
Friedliofe  l>egralx?n  werden.  Dux  ist  der  beslc  moralisehc 
Protest.  Ich  bin  der  Ansicht,  dass  durch  Hetrcibung  der 
Landwirtschaft,  durch  die  Verbindung  init  dem  Boden, 
dem  Uebel  am  besten  gesteuert  werdc.  Ich  kann  1  linen 
versichern,  alle  Korrespondenlen,  allc  Professoren,  die 
von  dort  zurfickkehren,  erklarcn,  dass  die  Zucht  der 
jftdischen  Frauen  dort  ihren  idealen  Grund  hat.  Was 
hat  sie  gc;idelt,  wodurch  sind  die  Menschen  gross 
geworden  ?  Durch  die  Verbindung  mit  dem  Boden. 
Dass  sie  die  einstige  Bcslimmung  ihrer  Vorfahren  iiber- 
nonimen  haben.  Und  diese  Wirkung  geht  fibenill,  weit 
und  breit,  wo  der  ehrlichc  Envcrb,  wo  das  Menschentum 
seine  Wurdigung  lindet.  Dort  wird  der  schandlichc 
Handel  vcrschwinden.  Wir  konnen  mancherlei  Mass- 
iiahmen  ergreifen.  Die  Hatiplsachc  liegt  an  der  Quelle, 
die  Hauptsache  ist,  dass  wir  die  Jugcnd  zu  ehrlichem 
Erwerb  erziehen,  dass  wir  ihnen  ein  solchcs  Leben 
schalTcn,  dass  ihnen  Befricdigung  gewfihrt,  dass  man  sie 
init  eineni  Panzer  dcr  Silllichkeit  umgibt  und  dann 
werden  Sic  sehen,  dass  diese  Gefahrcn  vcrschwinden. 

Ich  will  Ihnen  noch  eins  sagen.  Es  ist  bier  in  London 
ein  Mann  gewesen,  der  sich  mil  der  jfidischen  Krage  selir 
beschfiftigt  hat.  Derselbc  hat  wfihrend  seiner  Anwesen- 
lieit  in  Uussland  eine  Kahrt  mit  dem  Polizeikommissar 
in  alle  Hauser  Odessas  gemachl  und  als  cr  zuruckkain, 
war  er  vollkommen  liekehrt.  Er  holTte,  das  bcsliiligt  zu 
linden,  was  er  bisher  geglaubt  halte,  aber  cr  hat  gerade 
das  Gegenteil  gefunden.  Das  sind  20  Jahrc  her  und 
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wenn  wir  fort  und  foi  l  den  Gewerbesinn,  den  chrlichen 
Erxverb  unter  die  Jugend  pflanxen,  dann  werden  sie 
nicht  inchr  fallen.  (Lebliaftes  Br.ivo  und  Beifall.) 

Gkhkiher  SanitAtsrat  Dk.  MARETSKY :  Meine 
sehr  verchrten  Damcn  und  Herren  I  Ich  glaube,  dass  es 
Hirer  siller  Wunscb  sein  kann  und  muss,  einen  siclieren 
Boden  fflr  die  weitere  Tfitigkeit  xu  haben.  Wir  erreiclien 
nur  dadurcb  et\vas,  dass  wir  cine  gewisse  Untersuchiing 
anstellen,  dass  wir  Material  summeln,  das  in  deni  Mfid- 
chenhandcl  liegt.  Auf  welclie  Weise  das  xu  gescliehen 
bat,  glaube  ich  folgendcrniassen  ski/xieren  xu  konnen. 

Es  wird  am  besten  sein,  wenn  wir  im  spateren  Teile 
der  Tagcsordnung  nfUier  daruber  eingchen.  Ich  denkc 
mir  die  Sadie  so.  Alle  Komi  lees,  welclic  sicb  mil  der 
Sadie  beschaftigcn,  werden  aufgefordert,  nacli  ciiiem 
bestimmten  Formular  Aufxeiclinungen  xu  maclien.  Ich 
denke  ferner,  dass  es  durch  Vertrauensleutc  mdglich  sein 
wird,  tiefer  in  die  Saehe  hincinxusehen.  Jedenfalls  halte 
ich  cs  ffir  notwendig  und  nfdxlich,  dass  einc  Enquete 
vorgenommen  wird.  Wenn  wir  das  Ucbel  dadurch  auch 
nicht  vollstfmdig  vertilgen  konnen,  das  wftre  xu  viel 
verlangt,  wenn  man  von  einer  Enquete  das  beanspruchen 
wollte.  Ich  schlagc  vor,  cine  Enquete,  so  kurx  wie 
moglich  anxustellen,  dass  der  Vorstand  Massnahmen 
IrelTen  soil,  irgend  welche  Fonmilare  ausxuarbciten,  um 
den  einxelncn  Komitecs  die  Arbeit  xu  crleichterii.  Es  ist 
der  erstc  Wcg,  den  wir  machen  nntssen  und  ich  bitte  Sie, 
diesen  ersten  Wcg  in  der  Weise  xu  tx.'sclileunigen. 

Mu.  ZANGWILL  (London)  :  1  shall  not  vote  against 
the  recommendation,  although  I  do  not  think  it  useful 
for  practical  work.  1  do  not  think  it  possible  to 
get  the  statistics.  The  matter  is  so  elusive,  and  you 
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might  take  ten  years  in  discovering  the  offenders,  by 
which  lime  another  set  would  have  arrived. 

You  will  learn,  however,  very  useful  lessons  about  the 
state  of  the  Jews,  and  that  is  why  I  shall  not  vote  against 
the  recommendation.  But  my  important  question  h;is 
not  been  answered. 

Why  are  we  doing  this  alone  ?  Why  as  a  Jewish  body? 
Why  not  in  connection  with  an  International  general 
body,  which  must  be  interested  in  this  work  ?  Why  should 
1  be  dragged  into  a  great  International  Jewish  movement  ? 
Would  it  not  be  more  logical  to  be  connected  with 
Christian  bodies  ?  We  have  to  prove  that  though  we  Jews 
are  connected  with  the  traffic,  we  are  equally  set  against  it. 
Why  should  we  be  doing  it  alone  in  a  hole-and-corner 
way  ?  Why  not  as  part  of  the  human  race  ?  Why  do 
we  not  invite  a  number  of  Christians  to  go  into  the 
question  ? 

Mr.  MONTEFfOKE  :  It  is  quite  easy  to  answer  that 
Those  of  us  who  have  been  working  for  many  years  have 
always  seen  that  there  are  two  sides  to  the  matter.  We 
are  most  anxious  to  work  with  men  and  women  of  other 
creeds,  and  1  think  it  is  a  known  fact,  to  those  possessing 
some  knowledge  of  this  subject,  that  we  are  working  in 
England,  Germany,  Franco,  America  and  other  countries 
with  our  fellow  citixens  of  other  creeds.  Among  the 
matters  which  we  have  pul  down  to  bring  before  the 
Conference  is  the  necessity  that  Jews  of  every  country 
should  join  the  National  Committees,  and  work  shoulder 
to  shoulder  with  Christians  in  this  common  humanitarian 
work.  But  the  evil  has  also  a  special  Jewish  side,  and 
that  is  the  reason  for  having  denominational  Societies. 
Frequently  the  girls  can  only  be  rescued  by  special  Jewish 
means,  and  it  is  Jews  who  can  more  easily  find  ways  in 
which  to  make  enquiries,  and  bring  the  criminals  to 
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justice.  Then  in  relation  to  Jews  and  Jewesses  questions 
concerning  prevention,  situations,  education,  marriage 
and  divorce,  have  all  a  special  Jewish  side,  and  need  a 
specifically  Jewish  treatment. 

Surely  these  are  enough  reasons  for  representatives  of 
various  countries  to  come  together,  and  to  have  a 
specifically  Jewish  gathering  to  look  into  the  matter  from 
a  Jewish  point  of  view.  By  having  a  specifically  Jewish 
gathering,  we  do  not  exclude  the  other  aspect  of  the 
work.  One  of  the  things  we  have  to  do  is  to  urge  that 
wherever  this  is  not  yet  done,  Jews  should  join  the 
National  Committees,  and  should  work  with  their  fellow 
citizens.  1  ho|x*  that  my  answers  are  sufficient 

Docs  anyone  wish  to  continue  the  discussion  opened 
by  Mr.  Zangwill  ?  If  so,  let  them  hold  up  their  hands. 
(No  one  responded  to  the  invitation.) 

BARON  ALEXANDRIA  GONZBURG  (St.  Peters¬ 
burg)  :  Mcsdnnics,  Messieurs, — Je  no  voux  pas  faire  un 
discours,  mais  on  a  demando  dcs  ohiflfres.  Or,  il  est  vrai 
que  les  courtiers  sont  en  Kussic,  du  nioins  pour  la  plupart, 
Israelites.  Mais  nous  n’avons  pas  de  statistiques  exactes. 
Les  dernier es  statistiques  obtonucs  dans  l’Empirc  portent 
que  pour  les  prostituces  dans  les  villes  que  nous  appelons 
“  villes  russes"  le  nonibre  des  femmes  Israelites  est  a  pen 
pr&s  de  6%.  Dans  les  villes  oil  la  majoritc  des  habitants 
sont  Juifs,  la  proportion  n’est  que  de  15  a  *6%.  Vous 
voyez  done,  Messieurs,  que  si  les  courtiers  sont  pour  la 
plupart  de  noire  race,  nos  femmes  nc  sont  pas  encore 
perdues  ct  qu’il  reste  encore  de  l'espoir  d'enrayer  le  mal. 

Le  Pkokkshkuk  SYLVAIN  LliVY :  Est-il  exact 
que  les  Juives  soient  obligees  de  s’inscrire  commc  pros¬ 
titutes  pour  avoir  le  droit  de  sojourner  dans  les  villes  d’ou 
el  les  seraient  expulsecs  a  lit  remen  t  ? 
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BARON  ALEXANDRE  GONSBURG  :  Mallieu- 
rcuscmcut,  c'cst  vrai.  Chez  nous,  cn  Russic,  les  Israelites 
sonl  prives  dc  beaucoup  des  droits  de  riiomme.  On  fail 
exception  pour  les  prostifuees,  et  on  pcul  ciler  des  cas  ou 
des  jcunes  filles  voulant  suivre  les  coin's  des  Ecoles 
Supcrieures  sont  obligees  de  sc  Zaire  inscrire  sur  les 
rcgislrcs  dc  la  Police  pour  cn  avoir  Ic  droit. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  G ASTER  ( 'J'he  ffn/uvu),  (Ixjndox)  : 
l  rise  merely  for  one  point.  I  do  not  wish  to  discuss 
the  ethical  side  of  this  problem,  nor  approach  it  to-day 
from  the  religious  side  with  the  delicacy  with  which 
it  must  be  handled.  1  should  have  liked  to  answer 
Mr.  Zangwill,  but  he  has  practically  been  ruled  out  of 
order.  1  limit  myself  now  to  the  statement  that  I  have  a 
special  mission  to  fulfil,  for  1  aui  here  as  the  official 
representative  of  the  B’nei  B'rith  of  America.  What  I 
have  to  say  is  germane  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Moro  and 
to  an  amplification  of  Miss  Sadie  American's  remarks.  If 
anything  is  to  be  done  by  assistance  of  Government 
legislation,  then  1  may  tell  you  what  the  Order  has  done. 
I  have  in  my  hand  a  paper  which  is  the  latest  official 
report  of  the  Order,  wherein  they  stale  what  has  been 
done  by  the  initiative  of  fhe  Order  in  America.  No 
sooner  had  they  learned  of  the  evil,  which  seems  to  have 
sprung  up  quite  recently,  than  they  approached  the 
Government  of  Illinois  to  mete  out  the  most  severe 
punishment  to  such  miscreants,  and  the  result  has  been 
that  the  legislature  has  p;isscd  a  very  seveie  law  against 
pandering.  1  understand  that  law  is  to  lx:  applied 
successively  throughout  the  United  States.  It  shows 
what  the  Jews  arc  able  to  do  in  connection  with  others, 
but  1  hold  that  the  Jews  can  also  work  among  them¬ 
selves,  and  sometimes  even  more  effectively  than  by 
going  outside  the  community,  to  try  and  remove  this 
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canker  which,  unfortunately,  is  a  very  dangerous  one, 
and  may  cat  into  the  vitals  of  our  people.  I  may  have 
the  opportunity  of  addressing  you  at  greater  length 
to-morrow  on  matters  which  go  to  the  very  root  of  this 
evil. 

Mr.  MONTEFIOKE :  The  Chairman  asks  me  to 
read  the  following  recommendation  of  Dr.  Maretsky  : — 
This  Conference  recant  mentis  that  a  Commission 
should  be  appointed,  or  that  one  of  the  existing  Societies 
should  be  authorised,  to  determine  the  part  token  by 
Jews  in  the  White.  Slow  Traffic,  and  to  keep,  ns  for 
ns  possible,  a  permanent  register  of  traders,  girls , 
brothels,  open  and  clandestine  prostitution,  according 
to  native  towns  and  occupations. 

The  English  Committee  has  to  consider  the  exact 
wording.  It  has  to  be  decided  whether  a  special  Inter¬ 
national  Commission  should  be  appointed,  or  whether  one 
of  the  existing  societies  might  act  as  such  a  Commission. 
It  might  be  quite  possible  that  the  German  Society,  which 
has  taken  such  interest  in  this  particular  subject,  should 
be  regarded  as  the  centre  to  which  all  information 
should  be  sent,  and  should  be  charged  with  collecting 
statistics,  so  far  as  possible  within  the  next  year,  as  to  the 
part  played  by  the  Jews  in  the  White  Slave  Traffic.  The 
particular  forms  to  be  sent  round  to  the  various  societies 
and  delegates  might  well  be  left  to  the  Committee.  1  once 
more  ask  you  if  you  carry  that  form  of  recommendation. 

The  recommendation  was  then  passed  unanimously, 
and  with  this  closed  the  proceedings  of  the  First  Session. 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Tcksday,  April  5TH,  1910. 

Mr.  MOX’TEKIOKE  :  The  chair  for  the  afternoon's 
session  will  lx?  taken  by  Herr  Justixmt  Dr.  Blau  from 
Frankfort. 

Dr.  Blau  is  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  Jewish 
Colonization  Association,  and  he  will  occupy  the  chair  as 
representing  that  Association,  and  also  as  a  representative 
from  Germany. 

The  question  for  discussion  this  afternoon  is  : — 

(u)  “  Some  of  the  oausos  of  the  traffic  amongst  Jews, 
and  to  what  extent  can  it  be  checked  by  the 
establishment  of  Jewish  Committees  in  the 
different  oountrtes  at  the  frontier  and  seaport 
towns?  ” 

(//)  “  What  means  of  oo-operation  can  be  suggested 
between  Jewish  Committees  already  existing  and 
to  be  newly  formed  with  the  National  Committees 
already  established  ?  ” 

Gkhbimbr  SanitAtskat  Dr.  MARETSKY  (Bkrlin)  : 
Meine  hochverehrtcn  Damen  und  Herren  I  lch  bilte 
vorerst  um  Entschuldigung,  wenn  ich  wiederum 
gendtigt  bin,  ihre  Anfmerksamkeit  auf  tnich  xu  lenken. 

Nachdcm  wir  durch  den  crslcn  Antrag  die  Basis 
geschafTen  haben,  wic  wir  arbeiten  mfissen,  um  recht 
gesundc  Arbeit  xu  liefern,  komincn  wir  nunmehr  xu  clem 
xweiien  Teilc  unserer  Arbeit.  Das  ist  die  Organisation 
dcr  Arbeit. 

Man  kann  den  Madchcnhandcl  von  verschiedencn 
Standpunkten  aus  betmehten.  Wic  liegen  nun  die 
Dinge  ?  Wir  haben  keinen  Einfluss  auf  die  Gesetxgebung, 
wir  haben  keinen  Einfluss  auf  die  Bchorde,  wir  konnen 
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mu  unter  uns  diejenigen  M  ittel  unci  Wcge  schatTen,  die 
geeignet  sind  zur  Bekiimpfung  dcs  Uebels. 

Meine  Oaineu  und  Herren  1  D.is  L'ebel,  an  dem  das 
judenlum  jclzt  krankt,  ist  ein  eminent  soziales  und  alle 
diejenigen  Grfinde  kdnnen  liier  vorgefiihrl  werden,  welche 
durch  die  schlechte  soziale  Digc,  durch  die  oekono- 
mischen,  politischen  und  ethischen  Einflusse  zu  dem 
jetzigen  Zustandc  geffihrt  haben.  Mcinc  I>amen  und 
Herren  1  Das  Gebiet  ist  so  unendlich  gross  und  so  um- 
fangrcich,  dass  wohl  cine  24-stundige  Rede  kaitm  aus- 
reichen  wurdc,  um  alle  diejenigen  Grnnde  anzufuhren, 
die  hierxu  erwAhnt  werden  mflsslcn.  Wir  mussen  uns 
besclirfinken,  wir  sprcclieu  ja  auch  nicht  vor  einer  Ver- 
sammlung,  die  die  Dinge  nicht  kennt.  Die  Damon  und 
Herren  wissen  mit  den  Dingen  Bescbeid  und  so  erubrigt 
es  mir,  cine  ausfOhrliche  Sclulderung  der  Dinge  zu  geben, 
die  zu  dem  Madchcnhandcl  fflhrcn.  Kins  aber  mochte 
ich  hervorheben,  und  das  scheint  mir  d;u»  allenvichtigste 
zu  sein,  dass  das  Bordelhvesen  liier  eigentlich  der  Markt 
ist,  auf  dem  der  Madchenhandel  passiert.  Das  Bordell- 
wesen  ist  die  Wurzel  und  die  mfissen  wir  vertilgen,  wenn 
cine  Bcsserung  eintreten  soli. 

Wie  sollen  wir  nun  arbeiten  ?  Es  existicren  so  unend¬ 
lich  vielc  Vereinc  und  einer  weiss  voni  anderen  nichts. 
Da  ist  es  cine  absolute  Notwendigkeit,  dass  cine  Vcr- 
bindung  eintreten  muss  zwischen  den  einzelnen  Vereinen, 
dass  jeder  cinzelne  Vcrein  dem  anderen  Mitteilung  niachl 
fiber  seine  Erfahrungen,  die  er  bereits  gemacht  hat,  die 
Erfahrungcn  mit  den  anderen  austauscht  und  so  koinmen 
wir  notgediungcn  dazu,  die  Korderung  aufzustellen,  ein 
internationalcs  Komitee  zu  schatTen  aus  den  ver- 
schicdensten  Vereinen,  die  bishcr  wirksam  waren  und 
noch  wirksam  sein  werden.  D.is  internationale  Komitee 
muss  sich  zusammensetzen  aus  den  verschiedensten 
Teilen  und  muss  ein  eigenes  Bureau  haben.  Dieses 


58 


Bureau  muss  in  der  Lage  sein,  Arbciten  xu  Qbernclnncn 
und  nusxuffiliren.  I>.is  ware  so  xicmlich  das  allgemeine 
Bild,  wie  wir  wirksiim  arbeilen  konnen,  wclchc  Aufgaben 
das  einxusctxende  Bureau  hat.  lch  babe  inir  erlauhl,  in 
dieser  Bexichung  einen  ctwas  uinfangreichen  Antnig  xu 
stellcn.  Ich  bin  vcrpflichtet,  Umcn  dicscn  xu  verlescn. 
Der  Antrng  lautel  : 

Pic  Konfcrens  besddiesst :  Fin  Verba  ml  oiler 
j/idischen  Komi  fees,  'xvdriie  sieh  mil  der  Be  lamp  fang  des 
Mndc/ienhondr/s  besrhafligen,  is!  an  grfmdcn.  Per 
Verbond  mi!  cinent  V or  stood  nod  Bfiro  hot  fo/geude 
Anfgnben  zn  erfiiUcn  : 

1 .  A  lies  bcziigliche  Hint er  in  I  zn  so  mint  In  und  zn 
siehten . 

2.  Vie  BUdnug  wn  jndischcn  Vereinen  mit  Zn- 
zie/nmg  von  Frauen ,  nomcutluh  in  G renz-  nod  Hafeu- 
stlidten  anzuregeu,  too  solcltc  noeh  nieht  ivrhanden  sind. 

3.  Agentcu  und  Vert/  a  n  cost  cute  onznstellen. 

4.  A  lie  Vcrcinc  mil  Instruktioneu  zn  vers  c/un  und 
Mossno/nnen  znr  toirksoincn  Bckilmpfnng  zn  trejfeu. 

5.  Annoncen  in  den  Zeitnngen,  S tellenver/nit- 
tc/uugsbfiros,  A  gent  urai  fftr  Theater \  Singspiel/tal/en 
lino,  zn  nbcrwocheu. 

6.  Sonstigc  Aufgaben,  we  I  die  noeh  \*or  der  Kou- 
fereuz  dem  Vonnunde  nberwiesen  werden  soil  ten. 

7.  Depot icite  in  jciics  Notionolkoinitec  des  eigenen 
Landes  zn  senden. 

Meine  Daincn  und  Herren  l  Die  Mitwirkung  unscrer 
Fmuenwelt  ist  cine  unbedingt  notwendige,  denn  oline  ihre 
Mitwirkung  sind  wir  Mflnnor nicht  imstande,  einen  erhcl>- 
lichen  Fortschritt  xu  Icistcn.  Gcradc  die  Mitlcilsamkcit 
der  Frnu  ist  fCir  11ns  so  wertvoll,  class  wir  dereu  HQlfc 
untcr  keitien  IJmstandcn  entbehren  konnen  und  wollen. 
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Es  ist  ebcnso  notwendig,  class  wir  in  den  vei-schiedcnen 
Stiidten,  wo  kcine  Komilces  sind,  solchc  grflnden,  dcnn 
die  Opfer  des  Madcheuhundcls  rekrutiercn  sich  niclit 
iimner  aus  den  grosscn  Stadtcn.  Die  grosscn  Sladtc  sind 
der  Durchgangsort,  in  den  kleinercn  und  mittlcren 
Stadtcn,  da  rekrutiercn  sich  die  mcistcn  Handler  und 
dicse  verlangen  unsere  Aufiucrksanikeil.  Ausscrordent- 
lich  wichlig  isl  es,  Komi  tees  in  den  Hafcnsladtcn  and 
Grcnzstadlen  zu  grflnden.  Die  Grenzsladlc  sind  die 
Eingnngstore,  die  Hafenslftdlc  die  Ausgangstorc.  Wir 
liabcn  in  Deutschland  namentlich  in  Hamburg  und 
Bremen  ausserordentlich  wiehtige  Komilces,  die  fflr 
diesen  Zweck  best  ini  mt  sind.  Wir  haben  an  der  Grenze 
nur  in  einzelnen  Stadtcn  diesc  Komilces.  Wir  mflsscn 
in  den  Grenzknmitees  ein  gut  geschultcs,  wertvolles 
Material  haben,  uni  diese  Dingc  zu  lieobachlen  und  zu 
bewachcn. 

Ferner  isl  es  notwendig,  Verlrauensleule  anzuslellen, 
sogenannte  Delektive.  Wir  haben  ein  wunderbares  Bild 
von  dem  englischen  Komi  Ice,  dass  in  Buenos  Aires 
ausserordentlich  wertvoll  arbeilet,  und  der  Wachsam* 
keit  der  dorligcn  Age n ten  halien  wir  die  Kcttung  selir 
viclcr  Madchcn  zu  verdanken.  Allerilings  mflsscn  wir 
mit  diesen  Agenleu  sehr  vorsiehtig  verfahren,  damit  wir 
nichl  das  Gcgenlcil  von  dem  erreichcn,  was  wir  beab- 
sichligen  und  diese  Agentcn  nichl  den  Hfmdlcrn  in  die 
Finger  spielen. 

Es  ist  notwendig,  dass  solchc  Bureaux  ihre  Aufmerk- 
sa m keit  auf  Zeitungen,  '1'hcater,  Musikhallen  und  der- 
gleicben  lenken.  Wie  ich  schon  heute  vormillag  sagtc, 
ist  die  HaupU]iielle  fiir  den  Miklcheuhandcl  die  Prosli- 
tution. 

Mcinc  Damon  und  Herren  l  Das  sind  cinzelnc  Punklc 
die  icli  aus  der  Kflllc  des  Materials  herausgegriffen  ha  be. 
Es  kann  niclit  unsere  Aufgabe  scin,einzelne  Punktc  heute 


Oo 


z u  hescli Hessen.  Wir  infissen  uns  heute  begnGgen,  this 
Prinxip  festzustcllcn,  cine  xweckmftssige  Organisation  zu 
schafTen.  Icli  erblickc  in  dcr  xwecknifissigen  Organisation 
ein  intcrnalionalcs  Zcntralbfiro.  Kin  anderer  atisscr- 
ordentlich  wichtigcr  Punkt  modite  icli  nocli  anfOgen. 
Wie  bcreits  von  anderer  Scitc  erwfihnt  wurde,  liaben  wir 
von  xwci  vcntchiedcnen  Seilen  xu  kampfcn  und  /war  an 
xweilcr  Stellc  nach  dcr  antiscmitischcn  Scitc.  Ks  ist  not* 
wcndig,  dass  wir  dicsem  Vorurteil  nach  Mbgtichkeit 
entgcgcntreten.  Da  rum  halte  icli  cs  f  fir  ratsam,  dahin  xu 
strebcn,  sich  in  den  vcrschiedcnstcn  Nationalkomitecs 
Kingang  xu  vcrscbalTcn.  Wir  in  Deutschland  sind  in  der 
glucklichcn  I *agc,  xwei  Mitglicder  im  Vorstand  dcs 
dcutschcn  Nationalkomitecs  zu  haben.  Icli  halte  dies 
fflr  sclir  wichtig  ;  cintnal  wird  man  hfiufig  in  die  Lagc 
kommen,  irrtfimlichc  Anschamingcn  sofort  xu  wiedcr- 
legen  und  was  noch  wichtigcr  ist,  die  Andersglfiubigcn 
werden  sehen  kOnnen,  mit  wclchcr  Knergie  nnd  mit 
welchcm  Verstfmdnis  die  Judcn  arbeiten  und  so  konnten 
wir  das  Vorurteil,  was  noch  bier  und  da  vorhanden  ist, 
auf  die  Daucr  ganx  vcrtilgen.  Die  treue  und  ernste  Mil* 
arbeit  an  den  Nationalkomitecs  empfehle  ich  aus  all  den 
Grfmden  und  ich  halte  cs  fur  cine  Lebensbcdingung 
jeden  Landes,  dass  es  daffir  sorgt,  dass  Mitglieder  in  die 
betrelTenden  Landeskomitecs  eintreten. 

Das  waren  die  Dinge,  die  icli  1  linen  zu  proponieren 
liabc,  und  icli  bittc  Sic,  dem  xiixustimincu,  dass  Sic  das 
Prinxip  der  Sadie  annehnicu,  wahrend  Sic  die  Aus- 
fuhrung,  die  Spexinlisicrung  und  Detaillicrung  der  Anf- 
gaben  dem  betrelTenden  Zentrnlhflro  flbcrlasscn.  Wir 
wollen  uns  nicht  in  H o IT11  u n gsc rgussc n  ergehen,  sondern 
wir  wollen  praktische  Arbeit  leislen,  pmklische  Wege 
auslindig  niachen  und  ein  Bflro  er  rich  ten.  Icli  bittc 
Sic,  dieser  Organisation  Ihre  Zustim  lining  xu  erteilen. 
(Lebhaftcr  Hcifnll.) 


Mu.  S.  COHKN  (LONDON):  Before  Dr.  Maretsky's 
proposal  is  discussed  1  should  like  to  emphasise  the  value 
of  co-operation  with  other  non-sectarian  committees  and 
with  the  National  Committees,  and  I  propose  to  show 
you  as  shortly  as  possible  in  which  way  we,  the  Jewish 
Association  for  the  Protection  of  Girls  and  Women,  have 
co-operated  with  the  British  National  Committee  and 
with  other  non-sectarian  societies. 

In  the  first  place  our  Association  is  one  of  the  societies 
which  is  afliliated  to  the  British  National  Committee,  and 
our  delegates  regularly  attend  its  meetings  and  take  part 
in  its  deliberations.  Some  of  our  members  have  attended 
conferences  and  congresses  abroad,  not  only  as  members 
of  the  Jewish  Association  for  the  Protection  of  Girls  and 
Women,  but  as  delegates  from  the  British  National 
Committee,  and  our  President,  Mr.  Monlefiore,  is  the 
member  for  Great  Britain  on  the  International  Bureau. 

It  is,  however,  to  one  most  important  point  that  1  wish 
to  draw  your  attention  to  show  the  co-operation  with 
other  societies.  Some  three  or  four  years  ago  I  prepared 
a  report  (from  my  own  personal  observations)  for  my 
committee,  showing  the  existence  of  the  Jewish  Ira  flicker, 
bully  and  brothel-keeper  in  London,  and  also  to  some 
extent  the  amount  of  Jewish  prostitution,  and  I  showed 
how  the  men  directed  and  controlled  the  movements  of 
the  women  in  the  streets.  My  committee  decided  that 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should  endeavour  to 
obtain  some  amendment  of  the  existing  laws,  so  that  they 
could  be  strengthened  to  punish  these  malefactors.  The 
subject  was  so  important  and  required  such  a  great 
amount  of  legal  knowledge  that  we  approached  the 
President  of  the  Jewish  Board  of  Deputies  and  asked  the 
help  of  its  Law  and  Parliamentary  Committee.  The 
President,  Mr.  D.  L.  Alexander,  K.C.,  was  so  surprised  at 
the  extent  of  the  evil  and  so  shocked  to  lind  that  Jews 
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were  so  much  concerned  in  it  that  lie  readily  joined  with 
us  in  our  effort  to  strengthen  the  laws.  For  about  twelve 
months  many  meetings  and  consultations  were  held,  and 
a  report  was  drawn  up,  of  which  1  have  a  copy  here, 
showing  the  weaknesses  and  ineffectiveness  of  the  present 
Knglish  laws  with  regard  to  procurers,  brothel-keepers 
and  bullies. 

Attempts  had  been  made  before  by  other  bodies  in  the 
same  direction,  and  it  was  decided  that  this  was  a  matter 
upon  which  all  societies  engaged  in  similar  work  should 
co-operate.  We  referred  our  report  to  the  National 
Vigilance  Association  and  to  the  Ixmdon  Council  for  the 
Promotion  of  Public  Morality,  and  these  two  bodies  sent 
delegates  to  join  our  Conjoint  Committee. 

This  Conjoint  Committee,  consisting  of  the  four 
societies,  then  went  thoroughly  to  work,  and  after  many 
meetings  and  much  discussion  two  Bills  were  drawn  up, 
which  it  was  intended  to  present  to  Parliament.  The  Bills 
were  referred  to  the  Home  Secretary,  and  he  was  asked 
to  receive  a  deputation.  This  lie  did,  and  exactly  twelve 
months  ago  a  deputation  of  over  eighty  people,  headed 
by  Lord  Braye,  the  Bishops  of  London  and  Southwark, 
Or.  Adler  (the  Chief  Wubbi),  Mr.  Montcliorc,  Mr.  D.  L. 
Alexander,  Mr.  Mom,  Mr.  Coote  and  many  other  very 
influential  gentlemen,  were  received  by  Mr.  Herbert 
Samuel,  who  was  then  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Home 
Affairs,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone,  who  was 
engaged  at  a  meeting  of  the  Cabinet.  Mr.  Alexander 
stated  the  case  for  the  deputation,  and  was  followed  by 
other  speakers,  all  of  whom  pointed  out  the  serious  state 
uf  alTairs  and  the  desirability  of  making  such  amend¬ 
ments  to  the  laws  as  would  lead  to  a  more  efficacious 
method  of  stamping  out  the  evil.  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel 
replied  most  sympathetically,  and  promised  that  the 
Government  would  give  every  facility  for  the  passage  of 
the  Bills. 


Further  consultations  look  place  with  the  Home  Office, 
and  finally  a  draft  Bill  was  prepared  which  was  accepted 
by  the  Home  Office  as  being  quite  non-contentions,  and 
we  were  told  that  if  the  Bib  was  introduced  in  the  House 
of  Commons  the  Government  would  give  its  sympathetic 
help. 

I  have  a  copy  of  the  Bill  here,  and  I  may  say  that, 
although  it  does  not  embody  all  the  points  asked  for 
originally  by  the  Conjoint  Committee,  it  includes  some 
of  the  most  important  of  them. 

The  lirsl  clause  gives  the  police  power  to  arrest 
suspected  traffickers  without  a  warrant.  Clause  2  is 
intended  to  strengthen  the  Criminal  Law  Amendment 
Act,  1885,80  as  to  arrest  bullies  and  traffickers  who  are 
seen  escorting  women  and  girls  to  ships,  trains,  etc.,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  them  abroad. 

Clauses  3  and  4  deal  with  brothel-keeping,  with  special 
reference  to  ca'ching  the  agents  of  the  brothel-keeper. 

Clause  5  deals  with  the  bullies,  so  as  to  Ik*  able  to  arrest 
those  men  who  were  seen  in  the  streets  controlling, 
directing  or  superintending  the  movements  of  prostitutes. 

Unfortunately  a  political  crisis  arose,  and  Parliament 
dissolved,  and  our  Mill  was  not  introduced.  We  are, 
however,  at  the  present  lime  engaged  in  the  effort  to 
obtain  its  introduction  into  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
we  ho|K*  in  the  near  future  to  get  our  Bill  upon  the 
Statute  Book. 

Here  you  will  see  the  great  lien elil  of  co-operation. 
Combined  as  we  wore  with  all  the  societies  doing  similar 
work  to  our  own,  we  were  able  to  show  the  Government 
that  this  was  no  party  or  sectarian  measure.  Here  were 
men  of  every  political  party  and  of  different  religious 
creeds  coming  unitedly  to  combat  the  evil. 

Having  gone  thus  far, our  Conjoint  Committee  will  not 
rest  until  llieir  labours  have  met  with  success.  In  the 
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same  way  let  me  urge  those  of  you  who  have  come  from 
abroad  to  co-operate  in  a  similar  maimer  with  the  National 
and  other  committees  in  your  own  countries,  and  thus 
strive  by  every  means  in  yoifr  power  to  show  that  the 
Jews  arc  not  in  any  way  behind  the  members  of  other 
faiths  in  doing  their  best  towards  getting  the  criminals 
who  ruin  young  lives,  who  break  up  family  tics,  and  who 
cause  so  much  misery,  severely  punished  for  their  terrible 
misdeeds. 

Voksitxkxdbk  Dr.  BLAU  :  Nachdem  der  vcrchrtc 
Herr  Kedner  auscinandcrgelegt  hat,  wie  ausserordentlich 
wichtig  das  Zusammenarbciten  der  judischen  Komitees 
ist  und  nachdcm  er  dargelcgt  hat,  wie  wichtig  es  ist, 
clinch  cine  Verbindung  der  verschieclenen  Konfessionen 
nach  gleicher  Richtung  xu  arbeiten  und  wie  dadurch 
voraussichtlich  ein  guter  Erfolg  xustancle  koinnit,  erhfill 
das  Wort :  Miss  American. 

Miss  SADIE  AMERICAN  (New  York)  :  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen — I  have  a  very  diflicult  task  in  compressing 
into  ten  minutes  (as  requested)  all  that  I  wish  to  say,  and 
I  shall  be  very  pleased  to  answer  in  private  any  question 
concerning  which  1  may  not  have  been  able  to  make 
myself  quite  clear. 

[Miss  American  then  called  attention  to  some  maps 
hanging  up,  giving  exact  details  and  statistics  as 
to  the  work  done  by  the  American  Council  of 
Jewish  Women  in  the  various  towns,  New  York, 
Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  Boston,  etc.]  See 
Appendix. 

I  hope  you  will  take  the  opportunity  of  looking  at 
these  maps  while  they  arc  on  view,  in  order  that  you  may 
see  the  way  in  which  every  girl  who  comes  into  the 
United  States  is  watched  by  us  in  a  protective  way,  and 
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how  she  is  helped  in  travelling.  To  these  correspondents, 
to  whom  we  write  in  250  Cities,  wc  give  name  and 
destination  of  the  girl,  and  an  inquiry  has  to  he  instituted 
as  to  whether  she  js  in  respectable  surroundings  or  not. 
We  have  a  little  leafiet  printed  in  English,  German  and 
Yiddish,  which  gives  a  welcome  to  the  girls,  it  contains  a 
warning,  and  also  gives  addresses  in  about  60  Cities 
where  they  may  apply  in  ciLse  of  need.  These  are  dis¬ 
tributed  in  every  part  of  the  United  States,  and  1  hope 
they  will  be  distributed  all  over  Europe,  and  then  the 
warning  will  begin  at  the  homes  of  the  girls. 

We  have  had,  coming  into  the  port  of  New  York,  1,600 
Jewish  girls  in  one  month,  between  the  ages  of  twelve  and 
twenty-live,  and  you  trail  therefore  see  what  a  problem 
we  have  had  to  deal  with.  One  great  source  of  difficulty 
is  the  ignorance  of  the  language,  or  the  general 
ignorance.  To  give  you  an  instance,  one  girl  could  not 
gel  her  trunk  because  she  had  locked  her  baggage  ticket 
in  it,  and  we  have  endless  troubles  in  extracting  the 
necessary  information,  so  that  wc  have  a  great  deal  to  do 
in  protecting  the  girls  against  undesirable  persons,  and 
in  helping  them  on  the  way  to  their  destination. 

Then  we  make  a  great  point  of  having  women  agents. 
I  do  not  know  why  it  is  so  difficult  for  men  to  realise 
that  women  will  have  more  confidence  in  a  woman.  A 
well-intentioned  man,  who  means  nothing  but  good  to 
the  girls,  finds  it  hard  to  understand  that  many  of  these 
girls  have  learned,  by  their  experiences,  to  fear  and  dis¬ 
trust  men,  particularly  those  who  come  from  Russia, 
where  even  the  official  uniform  causes  them  to  tremble. 

1  will  give  you  an  instance  of  an  old  woman  of  seventy 
who  came  to  the  City  of  New  York.  Our  Government 
docs  not  admit  old  people  unless  there  is  someone  to 
fetch  them,  fearing  otherwise  that  they  might  become  a 
public  charge.  This  old  woman  .was  to  be  met  by  her 
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son  from  San  Francisco,  but  he  was  not  there.  They 
telegraphed  to  him  without  receiving  any  reply,  and  she 
would  not  say  a  word  to  clear  up  matters  until  our 
special  agent  went  up  and  spoke  to  her.  The  old  woman 
took  her  into  a  comer,  and  it  appears  that  she  not  only 
had  a  considerable  sum  of  money  but  her  ticket  to  Sail 
Francisco  and  a  letter  from  her  son.  He  had  changed 
his  address,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  the  telegram  was 
not  answered.  This  shows  with  what  suspicion  these 
people  regard  strangers,  for  they  have  come  to  a  land  of 
freedom,  but  from  lands  where  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
freedom  for  them.  Many  of  them,  too,  have  been  misled 
by  malicious  falsehoods. 

Again,  there  are  many  girls  who  would  not  be  admitted 
because  the  persons  to  whom  they  are  coming  would  not 
be  satisfactory  to  the  Government,  but  the  Government 
allows  us  to  take  those  girls  in  hand. 

We  have  a  great  institution,  the  Baroness  de  Hirsch 
Home  for  Immigrant  Girls,  and  these  girls  are  taken  in  and 
employment  found  for  them.  The  great  thing  is  to  get 
in  touch  with  the  girls  immediately,  as  they  do  not  under¬ 
stand  the  difference  in  social  life  and  institutions  in 
America,  and  we  have  to  explain,  and  thus  help  them  to 
avoid  many  difficulties. 

We  have  also  done  a  great  deal  to  preserve  the  health 
of  the  girls  by  recreation,  finding  lighter  employment 
for  them,  giving  them  medical  attendance,  etc. 

Before  the  end  of  this  Conference  1  hope  to  hand  you 
some  literature,  giving  in  detail  the  story  of  our  work. 
We  do  not  pretend  to  do  what  no  one  has  ever  done 
before,  but  we  do  pretend  to  do  it  in  a  systematised  and 
organised  way,  which  makes  it  thorough  and  efficient, 
and  which  trains  workers.  You  will  see  the  number  of 
societies  working  with  us,  and  we  have  the  co-operation 
of  European  societies. 
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Here  l  wish  to  express  our  thunks  for  the  splendid  aid 
which  we  have  had  from  girls  who  are  going  back,  in 
warning  and  enlightening  others  ;is  to  the  pitfalls  to  avoid, 
and  the  quarters  to  apply  for  help  and  information. 
(General  applause.) 

Vorsitxkndbk  Du.  BLAU  :  Meinc  sclir  verchrten 
Damen  und  Herren  :  Sic  liaben  durch  Ihren  reichen 
Beifall  den  Dank  bekundet  ffir  die  wichtige  und  vorzug- 
liche  Auseinandcrselxung  von  Aiiss  American  und  crhfdt 
nunmehr  das  Wort  :  Herr  Xangwill. 

Mu.  ZANGW1LL:  Indies  and  Gentlemen — 1  am  a 
practical  man  accustomed  to  move  in  a  world  of  dreams, 
and  l  fear  that  1  have  a  very  pessimistic  idea  as  to  what 
can  be  effected.  It  is  not  possible  for  Jews  to  try  and 
stamp  out  this  evil ;  it  is  not  possible  for  them  to  police 
the  world.  In  a  Jewish  land  a  few  summary  executions 
might  get  rid  of  these  Jewish  agents,  but  we  have  a 
frontier  as  wide  as  the  world. 

Then  there  is  the  weapon  of  boycott,  but,  as  we  know 
from  the  “Demi-monde”  of  Dumas,  these  people  form 
societies  of  their  own,  as  in  Buenos  Ayres.  They  are 
independent  of  those  who  would  turn  them  out.  They 
have  a  Synagogue  of  their  own,  and  at  the  same  time 
conduct  houses  of  ill-fame  1 

Almost  all  that  could  be  said  on  the  subject  had  already 
been  said.  Miss  American  pointed  out  that  the  subject 
is  human,  and  depends  on  the  morals  of  men.  If  she 
had  added  on  the  economics  of  women  she  would  have 
exhausted  the  subject.  VVe  arc  here  to  discuss  it  as  a 
specifically  Jewish  one.  What  then  was  the  Jewish 
ditlerentia  ?  It  was  simply  that  we  have  to  deal  with  an 
exceptional  situation  of  ixjrseculion  and  lawlessness,  what 
our  ancestors  called  “golus.”  As  long  as  we  are  in 
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“golus,”  ho  long  is  it  impossible  to  deal  with  any  Jewish 
cpiestion  in  any  way  except  by  playing  with  it.  We  have 
to  deal  with  a  terrible  Jewish  degeneration — 1,600  girls 
without  their  parents  entering  New  York  in  a  single 
month — and  to  that  we  Jews  are  all  guilty,  partly  by 
ignoring  the  matter  and  partly  by  helping  in  the 
degeneration. 

When  I  came  into  Jewish  philanthropic  woik  font  years 
ago,  I  was  astonished  to  find  that  Jewish  emigrants  were 
treated  not  as  Jewish  emigrants,  but  as  heathen  emigrants. 
Every  one  of  those  Jews  who  left  Russia  and  went  to 
America  (Galveston)  found  that  they  could  not  keep  their 
Sabbath  in  the  New  World.  If  a  man  was  brought  up 
to  respect  the  Sabbath,  and  then,  on  entering  a  new  land, 
had  to  throw  oil  his  most  sacred  religious  ideals,  his 
whole  moral  being  is  upset,  and  his  whole  character 
degenerates. 

The  only  thing  we  cm  effectively  do,  and  that  is  very 
little,  is  to  found  committees  of  the  kind  proposed  by  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  ;  but  I  would  not  have  these 
committees  simply  limited  to  this  work.  1  would  suggest 
that  the  opportunity  should  be  taken  of  interfering  with 
emigration  at  large.  There  is  an  idea  of  having  an 
Emigration  Congress.  This  congress  might  do  the  work 
of  supplying  a  committee  of  representation  of  labour 
and  advice  bureaux  at  every  large  port,  which  would  deal 
with  the  whole  field,  to  give  advice  and  help  and  all  kinds 
of  information.  Let  there  be  in  every  town  of  the  world 
a  centre  of  Jewish  information  and  guidance  to  which 
they  can  go. 

I  do  not  think  it  is  any  use'dealing  with  this  problem, 
which  is  colossal,  until  we  remove  the  ignorance  and  go 
to  the  root  of  the  emigration  question,  and  by  that  mains 
you  will  save  a  great  many  girls. 
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The  proposition  of  Dr.  Maretsky  seems  to  ine  out  of 
order.  We  have  no  power  to  move  that  all  the  Jewish 
Protection  Societies  throughout  the  world  should  unite. 

1  would  suggest  that  a  general  International  Committee 
should  be  founded,  a  new  committee  altogether,  and  that 
this  committee  should  deal  with  emigration  generally. 

1  am  not  in  favour  of  those  societies  ‘already  formed 
uniting.  With  the  new  committee  my  own  organisation 
would  be  glad  to  co-operate  and  assist. 

The  CHIEF  RABBI  :  The  fact  of  there  being  a 
separate  Synagogue  for  those  unfortunate  sinners  is  very 
extraordinary  evidence  in  favour  of  orthodoxy.  The 
orthodox  congregations  boycott  those  people,  but  they 
are  still  anxious  to  offer  up  prayer,  and  we  should  be 
glad  to  know*  that  they  are  not  lost  to  all  sense  of  religion. 
It  was  extremely  difficult  to  enter  into  the  thoughts  of 
those  poor  people,  but  we  have  the  chance  of  appealing 
to  their  better  nature. 

BARON  ALEXANDRE  GONZBURG  (St.  Pktkrs- 
»uko)  :  Mesdames,  Messieurs, — Je  viens  vous  prier  de  ne 
pas  fonder  un  Comite  international  israllite.  Je  trouve 
que  la  Socidte  anglaise  a  trfcs  bien  fait  de  nous  convier  a 
une  Conference  internationale  israelite  pour  savoir  ce  que 
nous  avions  a  faire  vis-a-vis  des  accusations  portees  conlre 
nous  ;  inais,  constituer  un  Comite  international  israelite 
est  tout  a  fait  inutile,  puisque  tous  les  Comites  nationaux 
s’occupent  aussi  bien  des  Chretiens  que  des  Israelites  et, 
a  cctte  occasion,  je  dois  vous  dire  qu’en  Russie  il  y  a  une 
Societe  de  Defense  de  la  Femme.  C’cst  la  °  Soci(*te  russe 
de  Defense  de  la  Jeunc  Fille,”  qui  a  a  sa  tete  deux  Prin¬ 
cesses  eclairees,  les  Princesses  Eugenic  ct  HelCrne,  qui  out 
accepte  la  proposition  de  feu  mon  p6re  de  fonder  une 
branchc  israelite  qui  s'occupc  specialement  de  la  Jeunc 
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Fille  et  qui  a  son  repniscntant  clans  le  Comite  nisse.  I^e 
Comite  s’interesse  tanl  a  ccttc  ceiivic,  tpr'une  dcs  Prin¬ 
cesses  disait  dernierement,  tout  naturcllcinent :  “  Nos 
pupilles,”  en  pn riant  des  Israelites.  Je  nc  sais  pas  s'il  y  a 
beau  coup  dc  Socictes  dans  lesquellcs  des  Princesses 
imperialex  ou  royalcs  parler.iient  de  celle  fa£on. 

Vorsitzkndkk  Dr.  BLAU  :  Herr  Baron  GO  nr  burg 
hat  auseinandergesetxt,  dass  er  niclit  daru  raten  kann, 
eine  Internationale  judische  Vercinigung  ru  grOnden.  Er 
ist  dcr  Ansicht,  class  die  (Corporation  init  dein  Landes- 
komitee  auf  der  einen  Seitc  genOgt,  und  auf  der  anderen 
Seite  die  englisclien  Komitees  so  vorzugliches  geleistet 
hatlen,  class  diese  in  der  Lagc  sind,  diese  so  zu  vereinigen. 

Hkrk  P.  LASKAR  (Hamburg):  Meine  Damcn  und 
Heiren  !  Als  Vertreter  des  Hilfsvereins  der  deutschcn 
Juclen  gestatte  ich  mir,  den  Worten,  die  vorhin  mein  Mit- 
vertretcr,  Herr  Maretsky  gesagt  hat,  ciniges  hinzuzufOgcn. 

Herr  Maretsky  hat  Ihnen  bereits  vorhin  auscinander- 
gesetzt,  dass  wir  im  Hilfsvercin  dcutsclier  Juden  uns  mit 
Freuden  bereit  erklftrt  haben,  uns  fur  die  Grenzkomitees 
ffir  die  Bekiimpfung  des  MAdchenhandels  dcr  Organisa¬ 
tion  zur  Vcrfugung  zu  stcllen.  Ich  glaube,  dass  hierin 
auch  bereits  eine  Antwort  liegt  auf  die  AusfOhrungen  des 
Hcrrn  Zangwill,  der  Herm  Maretsky  durchaus  missver- 
standen  hat,  indem  er  der  Ansicht  war,  dass  eben  lediglich 
nur  eine  judische  intemationale  Organisation  gegrunclet 
werden  sollte,  und  er  ja  direkt  den  Wunsch  gefiussert  hat, 
dass  geiadc  den  AuswanderungsbOros  diese  Sache  zur 
Vcrfflgung  gcstellt  werden  mogc,  weil  sic  den  auswand- 
ernden  Madchen  mit  Rat  und  Tat  zur  Seite  stchen. 

Dicser  Modus  ist  bei  uns  in  Deutschland  und  auch 
hier  in  England  bereits  von  jeher  bcfolgt  worden. 
Wcnn  die  auswandernden  Mfidchen  nach  Hamburg  Oder 
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Bremen  kamen,  so  haben  unsere  Komitces  sich  dicscn 
/.nr  VerfQgung  gcstellt  fftr  alle  inoglichcn  Ratschlage.  Sie 
liabcn  ihnen  die  sehr  schfitzcnswcrten  Katschliige,  welche 
uns  von  dein  amerikanischen  Damcnkomitec  zugegangen 
sind,  ausgchfindigt.  Wir  haben  ihnen  die  Warnungen 
zukommen  lasscn  und  sie  zugleich  fiber  alle  prak- 
tischen  Auswandemngsffdlc  belehrt,  und  es  hat  sich 
gczeigt,  dass  eben  dieses  Zusammenarbeiten  der  Auswan- 
dcrungskoinitecs  mit  dem  Komitce  -/air  Bekampfung  des 
Madchenhandels  von  aller  grosster  Wichtigkcit  war. 
Diese  Komitces  in  den  Hafenstadten  haben  aber  auch 
sehr  eifrig  gearlxdtet,  um  die  Mftdchcnhftndlerdingfcst  zu 
machen,  und  wir  haben  gerade  von  Hamburg  aus  cine  sehr 
eifrige  Korrcspondcnz  mit  dem  Londoner  Komiteegehabt. 
Noch  vor  xwei  Tagen  hat  unscr  Bfiro  sich  mit  der  Lon¬ 
doner  Polizei  in  Verbindung  gesetzt,  um  ein  Mfidchen 
zutuckzuholen,  dass  aus  Hamburg  entfOhrt  worden  ist, 
und  um  den  Madchenhiindlcr  seiner  gerechten  Strafe 
zuzufQhren. 

Ich  hoffe,  aus  rneinen  Ausffihrungcn  genugend  bewie- 
sen  zu  haben,  dass  es  notwendig  ist,  dass  die  Auswande- 
rungsburos  und  die  GrenzbGros  mit  der  neuen  Organi¬ 
sation  zusammenarbeiten.  Von  noch  grosserer  Wichtig- 
keit  ist  es  auch,  dass  die  grosse  Anzahl  der  Buros  der 
I.C.A.,  welche,  ich  glaubc,  ca.  400  in  Russland  hat,  der 
neuen  Organisation  zur  VerfQgung  gcstellt  werden,  denn 
in  mciner  langjahrigen  Praxis  in  der  Bekampfung  des 
Mfidchenhandels  ist  es  hfiufig  von  allergrosstem  Wert, 
von  cinem  Mfidchenhfindler,  der  in  den  Hafenstadten 
koinmt,  auf  schnellstc  Weisc  festzustellcu,  wie  scin  Ruf  in 
seinein  Geburlsort  ist.  Es  muss  dies  auf  telegraph ische 
Weise  fcstgestcllt  werden  und  clann  kommen  die  BehOrden 
in  Hamburg  zu  uns  und  bitten  uus,  ihnen  Vcrtmucns- 
personen  in  Kussland  zur  VerfQgung  zu  stellen,  wo  sie 
ihre  Auskunfte  einholen  konnten. 


Es  wurde  gcftussert  voin  Herrn  Baron  GQnzburg, 
class  cr  es  nicht  von  Wert  erachtc,  wenn  speziell  cine 
internntionale  jfidische  Korporation  gegrflndet  wfirde. 
Ich  bin  entgcgengesetztcr  Ansichl.  Icb  halte  dies  von 
allergrosstem  Wert  und  mftchte  aber  auch  xuglcich,  class 
diese  jevveilige  jfidische  Organisationcn  in  den  einzelnen 
Staaten,  wie  cs  socben  von  Herrn  Maretsky  bean- 
tragt  worden  ist,  mit  den  intcrkonfcssionellcn  Kommis- 
sionen  zusammen  arbeiten.  Es  ist  dcshulb  dies  von 
grossein  Wert,  uin  cin  besseres  Zusammenarbeitcn  zu 
crxiclcn.  Sehr  hftufig  war  es  niclit  inoglich,  praktische 
Arbeit  zu  leisten,  weil  man,  wenn  das  Schift  den  Hafcn  bc- 
reits  vcrlasscn  batte,  nicht  in  der  Lagc  war,  rechtzeitigdcm 
Empfnngsort  Bescheid  zukoinmen  *11  lassen.  Man  scheute 
auch  hftufig  die  grossen  Kosten,  um  beispielswcise  eine 
Depeschc  nach  Argentinian  gelangen  zu  lassen.  I>a  ist 
es  von  grossein  Wert,  class  dicscr  neuen  Organisation 
zweeks  Zusammenarbeitcn  sfimlliche  jfidische  Organi- 
sationen  zur  VerfQgung  gcstellt  werden,  damit  sic  die 
nbtigen  Mitteilungen  an  die  betreflenden  Komitees  fiber 
sie  gelangen  Ifisst.  Von  Herrn  Direktor  Sonnenfeld  ist 
gefiussert  worden,  class  die  Zuslande  in  Argcntinien  sich 
in  der  letzten  Zeit  gebessert  haben.  Das  liegt  zum 
grossten  Teil  damn,  class  die  Behorden  in  Argcntinien  in 
der  letzten  Zeit  aufgcrfittclt  worden  sind  und  ein  ganz 
vorzQglich  arbeitencles  Komitee  in  Argcntinien  in  letzter 
Zeit  sehr  viel  geleistet  hat.  Es  hat  die  SchitTe  scharf 
uberwacht,  welches  zur  Folge  hatte,  dass  vor  einiger  Zeit 
eine  grosse  Anzahl  von  Mfidchcnhfindlern  aus  Argcn- 
tinicn  ausgcwicsen  worden  sind  und,  ich  glauhe,  42  in 
Holland  gelandet  sind,  von  denen  leidcr,  wie  ich  fest- 
gestcllt  habc,  eine  grosse  Anzahl  nach  England  gekoin- 
men  ist.  Ich  mochte  aber  dabei  konstatieren,  dass  sich 
die  MildchenhAndler  glcich  damach  ein  andcres  Feld  Mr 
ihre  Tiitigkeit  aiisgcsucht  haben. 
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Wenn  in  let/.ter  Zeit  das  Ausxvandern  der  Madchcn 
nach  Argent  mien  ahgcnommen  hat,  so  hat  das  Auswan- 
dem  nach  Brasilien  xugenommcn.  I  eh  glaube,  dass 
ineine  Ausfuhrungen  dargetan  habcn,  dass  die  Vor- 
schlfige  incines  Kollegen  voin  Zwcigkomitec  fmsserst 
praktisch  sind  nnd  ich  mochte  Sic  bitten,  diesen 
Vorschlfigen  Ihre  vollstc  Zustimmung  zutcil  werden  /u 
lassen,  und  dass  Sie  beschliessen  werden,  dass  ein  inter- 
nationalcs  jfldischcs  Komilee  gcgrflndet  wird. 

MR.  CLAUDE  MONTEKIOKE  :  I  want  just  to  say 
one  or  two  words  in  regard  to  what  has  been  said  by 
some  previous  speakers,  Dr.  Maretsky  and  Mr.  Zangwill. 
Even  those  who  differ  from  Mr.  Zangwill  should  take  to 
heart  what  he  says,  because  what  he  says  or  writes  always 
gives  matter  for  serious  consideration.  But  on  this 
particular  point  I  venture  to  differ  from  him. 

It  is  a  very  difficult  and  terrible  problem  this  matter  of 
emigration  when  we  consider  that  many  emigrants  go 
from  small  towns  in  Russia  to  the.  new  environment  and 
the  social  and  economic  differences  of  America,  but 
Mr.  Zangwill  commits,  1  think,  the  same  mistake  as 
Dr.  Maretsky.  The  ideal  which  Dr.  Maretsky  sets  before 
us  attempts  too  much.  "In  unsercr  Beschrnnkung  liegt 
unsere  Kraft"  ;  it  is  in  limiting  our  work  in  England,  if 
I  may  speak  about  our  own  work,  that  we  have  obtained 
some  success,  and  1  was  glad  to  see  after  reading  our 
report  that  even  Mr.  Zangwill  admitted  our  comfkiralh'c 
success.  We  have  not  tried  to  do  too  much  ;  we  have 
not  refused  to  see  other  aspects  of  the  problem,  but  we 
have  firmly  taken  up  the  line  of  not  attempting  too  much. 
We  cannot  have  an  association  dealing  with  all  the  vast 
problems  of  emigration.  We  am  not  closely  concern  our¬ 
selves  with  the  general  problem  of  prostitution.  We  have 
always  taken  care  to  limit  our  work  to  the  protection  of 
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girls  and  women  and  the  question  of  the  traffic,  hut  the 
general  question  of  prostitution  has  been  one  almost  too 
wide  for  us  to  tackle.  Nevertheless,  in  this  self-limitation 
we  have  achieved  a  certain  amount  of  success,  and  I 
greatly  fear  that  if  we  accept  Mr.  Zangw ill's  suggestion  that 
the  proposed  committee  should  also  charge  themselves 
with  emigration  questions,  that  no  good  result  will  be 
achieved,  and  that  overlapping  will  be  effected  with  other 
organisations  which  arc  dealing  with  emigration  matters. 

Now  I  want  to  say  a  word  about  Dr.  Maretsky’s  pro¬ 
position,  vix.,  the  collecting  together  of  the  material  which 
may  exist  at  present  separately  in  the  Jewish  countries. 
I  welcome  that  proposition,  which  l  think  will  result  in 
great  usefulness.  1  think  also  it  might  be  of  use  to  have 
delegates  appointed  from  the  various  committees,  so  that 
these  delegates  might  meet  from  time  to  time  to  discuss 
common  questions,  even  as  this  v;ist  Conference  has 
met  here.  But  to  establish  a  permanent  International 
lewisli  Committee  constitutes  a  difficulty.  It  would  be 
unwieldy,  and  unable  to  meet  often.  We  might  have  a 
central  point  where  statistics  could  be  collected,  and  I 
think  also  it  might  lie  possible  for  delegates  or  particular 
persons  to  be  appointed  from  the  various  committees 
charged  with  meeting  together  from  time  to  time.  These 
meetings  should  not  lie  frequent,  as  it  is  difficult  to  get 
people  from  all  parts  together.  If  you  ;tsk  them  to  come 
often,  these  meetings  would  lie  a  failure.  Therefore,  from 
a  practical  point  of  view,  some  of  the  recommendations 
should  be  left  to  the  committees  to  airry  out  :is  best  they 
can,  whether  we  have  a  central  point  whither  all  informa¬ 
tion  should  be  conveyed  or  not. 

Kwaui.bin  PAPPENHEIM  (Frankfurt  a/M)  : 
Dem  sehr  idealen  Ant  rage  des  Herrn  Maretsky  mochte 
ich  noch  etwas  hinxufOgcn.  Ich  gtaube,  wenn  wir  damn 
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gingen,  einen  neuen  iuternationalen  judischcn  Verband 
xu  grfinden,  dieser  nicht  den  Erfolg  hfitte,  den  Herr 
Maretsky  wflnscht  und  trail  mt,  denn  ich  glaube,  dass 
diejenigen  Nationalitfiten,  auf  die  es  uns  dabei  am  alter* 
meisten  ankommen  wQrden,  die  russischcn,  die  gali- 
xischen  und  die  rumftnischen,  nicht  geschfltxt  werden 
kdnnten,  und  dass  cine  solche  neue  intematiouale 
jOdische  Konferenx  einfach  ein  Xusammenarbeiten  der- 
jenigen  National iti'iten  wfirdc,  die  heuteschon  xusammen¬ 
arbeiten,  dcr  englischen,  amerikanischen,  franxbsischeu 
und  der  deutschen.  Ich  glaube  sogar,  dassdic  Grfindung 
eines  solchen  iuternationalen  judischen  Vcrbandes  in 
Osteuropa  selbst  den  entgegengesetxeu  Erfolg  hfitte. 

Andercrseits  glaube  ich,  dass  cs  ein  interkonfessionelles 
Ziisammenarbeilen  ist,  dass  wir  erstreben  mfissen.  Wir 
mrtssen  es  erstreben  aus  deni  cinfachcn  Grunde,  weil  wir, 
wenn  wir  nicht  intcrkonfessionell  arbeiten,  die  gesetx- 
geberische  Kraft  nicht  bekommen  und  wir  niussen  sic 
haben.  Der  beste  Bcweis  ist  xum  Beispiel  das  Komitcc, 
dass  in  Tricst  besteht.  Sogar  die  Wiener  Liga,  die 
angcblich  konfessionell  ist,  ist  intcrkonfessionell  und  ich 
glaube,  dass  ein  interkonfessionelles  Xusammenarbeiten 
wirksam  ist. 

Ich  stehe  nicht  auf  deni  Standpunkt,  ein  Xusammcn- 
arbeiten  der  Juden  mit  den  Christen  wOrde  uns  schaden. 
Die  christlichen  Vereine  wissen  ganx  genau,  vvie  die  Dingo 
liegen  und  wir  konnen  den  Antisemitismus  dadurch  be- 
kfunpfen,  dass  wir  sagen,  wir  wollen  xusammenarbeiten. 
Gcwiss,  wir  konnen  es  auch  allein  machcn  ;  aber  wir 
wollen  mit  den  anderen  Konfcssionen xusammenarbeiten, 
wir  wollen  cs  aus  praktischcn,  aus  ethischen  Grfinden, 
aus  den  Grfinden  der  Uekfimpfuug  dcs  Antisemitismus, 
wollen  wir  intcrkonfessionell  blciben  und  das  Uebel  mit 
den  anderen  xusammen  bekfimpfen,  das  cben  interkon- 
fessionell  ist. 


;o 


Uni  einen  weitereu  Antrag  des  Herm  Maretsky  weiter 
aiisxuffihrcn,  nfunlich  die  Austelhmg  von  Agenten,  liabe 
icli  mir  erlaubt,  einen  Antral  dciu  Herm  Vorsitxcnden  /.u 
gebcn  auf  Anstellung  fines  Agenten.  Kr  hat  gefuuden, 
dass  es  sehr  beHcheiden  isl  mid  ich  freue  illicit  darflber, 
dass  der  Antrag  auf  Anstellung  vines  Agenten  bescheiden 
gefunden  wird.  Ich  bin  sehr  glOcklich  darflber  undbiltc 
die  Versammlung,  sclilussig  xu  werden,  ob  es  nicht  not- 
wendig  und  dringend  wflnschenswert  wfire,  an  solchen 
Stellcn,  wo  keine  Gescllschaflen  sind,  solche  Agenten 
anxustellen. 

Selbstverstfindlich  inOssle  man  sicii  fiber  die  Art  der 
Arbeit  und  der  Anstellung  verslAndigen,  und  ich  weise 
darauf  bin,  dass  ein  solcher  Agent  von  der  englischen 
Gcsellschaft  nngestellt  rot.  Kflr  Galixien  ware  meiner 
Ansicht  die  Anstellung  vines  /liver lassigen  Agenten 
besonders  wflnschenswert.  Sie  nehinen  viellefcht  An- 
stoss  an  deni  Wort  xuvcrlftssig.  Es  ist  nicht  jeder  Agent 
xuverlassig.  Darfiber  wfire  nocli  xu  reden. 

Es  wurde  davon  gesproehen,  dass  sicii  diese  Gesell- 
scliaft  mitder  Prostitution  als  solche  nicht  xu  beschaftigeu 
hat.  Ich  glaube,  dass  ich  die  Zustimniung  aller  Frauen 
liaben  werde,  wenp  ich  sage,  es  giebt  keine  Bekfttnpfiiug 
des  Madchenhandels,  ohne  dass  wir  uns  mit  der  Fr.ige 
der  Prostitution  beschfiftigcn.  Sie  konnen  mir  glauben, 
dass  ich  nicht  denke,  wir  kbnnten  die  Prostitution  aus 
der  Welt  schafTen.  Das  wird  nicinand  behaupten  konnen. 
Aber  ich  glaube  nicht,  dass  irgend  jcinand  eine  Bc- 
kfunpfung  des  Mfidchculiandcls  nach  dcin  Bestande  der 
Kntwickelung  ffir  nibglieh  hftlt,  ohne  sich  mit  der  Frage 
der  Prostitution  xu  beschfiftigcn.  (Lcbhafter  Bcifall.) 

Le  Pkokesseuk  D.  SIMONS  (Utrecht,  Hol¬ 
land):  Mcsdamcs,  Messieurs, — II  faul  tpie  je  commence 
par  m'excuaer  de  m’exprimer  dans  unc  langue  qui  in’est 


clrangere.  Kn  clTct,  si  jc  m’exprimais  chins  la  miennc,  il 
faudrnit  traduire  trois  fois  ct  cc  scrait  peut-ctre  un  pen 
lon^. 

Jedois  mainlcnant  faire  ici  qnelqucs  observations  gene- 
rales  qui  sont  peut-ctre  quelque  pen  en  contradiction 
avec  cc  qui  a  etc  clit  pr6c6demmeut.  Mais  on  nous  a  dit 
ce  matin  :  "II  nous  faut  la  verite  et  rien  que  la  verite.” 
Kli  bien  !  jc  dois  dire  que  si  certaincs  des  declarations 
que  j'ai  entendues  dans  cettc  salle  m’ont  cause  une 
grande  satisfaction,  je  ne  puis  en  dire  antant  de  certaincs 
autres. 

Je  lis  an  commencement  de  la  question  que  nous 
traitons :  "  origincs  de  la  traite  chez  les  Juifs.”  Or,  il 
faut  rcconnaitre  que,  jusqu’ici,  nousn'avons  pas  bcaucoup 
entendu  parler  de  ccs  origincs.  Certains  orate urs,  parlant 
de  la  situation  si  p£nible  des  Juifs  dans  quelques  pays, 
out  fait  allusion  a  la  misfcre,  mais  cc  n’est  peut-dtre  pas 
tout. 

Je  reconnais  que  les  facteurs  sociaux  out  heaucoup 
d'importance,  mais  ccs  facteurs  sociaux  ne  sont  pas  les 
seals.  Coniine  Professetir  de  Droit  Crimincl,  j’ai  loujours 
a  etudier  les  causes  des  crimes  et  les  causes  qui  font  qu'un 
liomme  devient  crimincl.  Or,  dans  une  etude  de  ce 
genre  il  y  a  lieu  de  distinguer  le  facteur  social  et  le  facleur 
personnel.  (I  faut  se  livrer  a  une  etude  biologiquc, 
prendre  en  consideration  les  facteurs  endogenes  et  les 
facteurs  exogencs.  Nous  avons  entendu  parler  ici  des 
facteurs  sociaux,  mais  je  vous  le  demandc  :  "  Ne  devons- 
nous  pas  considerer  les  facteurs  personnels  ?  Pourquoi 
taut  de  Jmvcs  participcnt-elles  a  la  traite  el  pourquoi 
trouve-l-on  taut  de  victimes  de  cettc  traite  parini  les 
juives  ?  ” 

On  pent  en  indiquer  commc  cause  qu’elles  vivent  dans 
la  misfcre.  Mais  les  marchnnds  juifs  ?  D’ou  \*ient-il  qu’un 
si  grand  nombre  d’enlre  cux  s’occupent  de  cette  traite  ? 


Eh  bien  !  jecroisquc  si  nous  voulons  apporter  un  remcdc 
au  mal,  il  faut  quc  nous  cn  connaissions  cxactemcnt  les 
causes.  Mais  il  faut,  si  nous  voulons  arriver  a  un  rc*snltat» 
limiter  notre  tache.  Nous  nc  pouvons  pas  entreprendre 
tout  a  la  fois.  Mais  vouloir  recherchcr  un  remcde  sans 
connaitre  les  veritables  causes  du  mal  esl  impossible.  En 
le  faisant,  on  fait  unc  oeuvre  en  quelque  sorte  anti- 
scientifique.  11  faut  savoir  tout,  et  alors  settlement  on 
peut  esp<irer  arriver  a  un  resultat. 

C’est  la  premiere  observation  generate  que  je  voulais 
vous  pr6sentcr.  Ainsi,  je  suis  complclement  d 'accord 
avec  Mine  Pappenheirn  qui  disait  tout  a  1’heiire  quc  la 
question  de  la  traite  des  blanches  est  si  inlimemcnt  lice  a 
la  question  de  la  prostitution  en  general  qu'on  nc  |>cut 
espc*rer  parvenir  a  un  resultat  quclconque  sans  se  poser 
en  m£me  temps  la  question:  "Que  j>eiit-on  faire  contre 
la  prostitution  en  g6neral  ?  ”  C’est  la  question  des  maisons 
de  tolerance,  des  “  bordels  ”  qui  se  presente  ainsi  a  nous, 
et  cette  question  doit  etre  tniitC-c  en  nieme  temps  quc  la 
question  de  la  traite  des  blanches  elle-memc. 

J'ai  enfin  une  seconde  observation  a  vous  soumettre. 

J’ai  <*tudie  avec  beaucoup  d’inlerct  le  projet  de  loi 
elaborc  en  Angleterrc  contre  cette  traite  des  blanches.  Je 
ne  suis  pas  qualifid  pour  critiquer  ce  projef,  mais  je  me 
deniande  si  les  auteurs  de  ce  projet  ont  pris  en  conside¬ 
ration  les  droits  individuals,  car  il  ne  faut  pas  ouhlier  quc 
les  personnes  qui  prennent  part  a  cette  traite  n'en  pos- 
sedent  pas  nioins  leurs  droits  individuals.  Quant  a  moi, 
jc  crains  qtie  lorsc| u'on  fait  appcl  au  lcgislateur  pour 
trouver  un  remixle  a  un  mal  social,  on  ne  perde  trop 
souvent  de  vuc  les  droits  individucls  pour  nc  considerer 
quc  les  droits  dc  la  society.  Je  crois  qu’il  ne  faut  pits 
fonder  de  grandes  esp6ranccs  sur  la  question  ptfnale.  Ia:s 
inesures  p^nales  sont  bien  un  moyen  dc  combattre  le 
crime,  mais  clles  nc  constituent  pas  le  seul  moyen. 
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Duns  une  etude  remarq liable  parue  dans  Die  Vcr- 
gleiclunHc  Darslellnng  des  deni  sc /urn  und  aus/iindisc/teu 
Sirafrec/its,  le  Professcur  Mittennaier  passe  en  revue  les 
dispositions  pennies  relatives  a  la  traite  des  blanches  cl  il 
dit  notamment:  "On  (era  plus  pour  combattre  le  mal 
avec  des  mesures  administrative*  qu’avec  des  mesures 
penalcs." 

J’ai  voulu,  Mesdames  et  Messieurs,  vous  souineltre  ees 
deux  observations  qui  n’ont  pcut-ctre  p.xs  beau coup  de 
valcur  pratique,  mnis  j’estime  qu’on  ne  pent  passer  sous 
silence  le  cote  scientiliquc  dc  la  question.  C’cst  pourquoi 
j'ai  pris  la  parole  afin  d'attirer  votre  attention  sur  cet 
aspect  de  la  question. 

1  FrAULein  WERNER  (Hamburg)  stellt  hierauf  einen 
Antrag  auf  Schluss  dcr  Debatte.  Nachdem  die  noch 
auf  der  Liste  vorgemerkten  Redner  gesprochen  haben, 
soli  die  Rcdnerliste  gcschlosscn  werden. 

Der  Voi’sitxcndc  erklfirt  nochmals  den  Antrag  Werner, 
dcr  hierauf  cinstimmig  angenommcti  wird. 

Frau  Dr.  LI  LIEN  (Lemberg):  Ich  muss  uni  Ent- 
schuldigung  bitten,  wenn  ich  nicht  die  liegabung  xum 
Reden  hnbe.  In  dculscher  Sprache  um  so  weniger.  Ich 
kam  hierher  hauptsftchlich  um  xu  lemen,  \vic  die 
englischcn  und  dcutschcn  Gcsellschaften  arbeiten. 

Wir  sind  seit  xxvci  cinhalb  Jahrcn  an  dcr  Arbeit  und 
/Avar  verdanken  wir  die  Initiative  dcr  FrAulein  Pappen- 
heim.  Ich  muss  sagen,  dass  wir  die  Sachc  dcr  Anglicde- 
rung  an  die  andere  glaubigc  Gcscllschaft  auf  diese  Weise 
gelbst  haben,  dass  die  Judinncn  die  Initiative  crgrilTen 
haben  zur  GrOndung  eines  galizischcn  Komitees.  Wir 
haben  in  unsercr  Arbeit  die  Erfahrung  gcmacht,  dass  die 
Ursachcn  des  Mfidchcnhandcls  nicht  so  einfach  sind,  als 
man  es  annimmt.  Herr  Professor  Simon  ffihrte  aus,  dass  cs 
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nic/it  mir  sox  rale,  sondern  auch  historische  U  reached  sind, 
die  den  Madchcnhandcl  in  Galizien  mid  Russland  erinog- 
liclien.  Ich  glaube,  dass  es  hier  genau  so  ist  wic  bcim 
Sklavenhnndcl,  der  dadurch  enndglicht  wnrde,  dass  ein 
kulturelles  Volk  die  in  der  Kultur  xurfickgeblicbenen 
Menschen  als  Sklaven  bchandelt. 

Wic  wcnig  die  Kultur  in  cinxelncn  Gcgcnden  Galixiens 
gcpflegt  wild,  sehen  wir  an  den  Mfidchen,  die  xu  uns 
herfiberkoinmen  und  mit  dencn  man  nichts  nnzufangen 
wciss.  Es  sind  Gcscliopfe,  die  in  der  grenzen  losesten 
Verwahrlosung  zn  uns  konimen,  denen  man  die  kultu- 
rellsten  Begriffe  erst  nocli  beibringen  muss,  so  lnfihcvoll 
die  Arbeit  aucli  ist.  Oft  genug  mussen  wir  uusere  Arbeit 
aufgeben,  da  wir  empfinden,  dass  sie  zwecklos  ist  ;  wir 
mOssen  die  Mfidchen  wieder  zurfickschicken,  da  sie  ihre 
Arbeit  unwillig  aufnelunen  und  allem  Einfluss  unzugfing- 
liclj  sind.  Ich  glaube  aber,  dass  die  Arbeit,  so  schwer 
wic  sie  ist,  einc  absolut  notwendige  ist,  das  heisst,  wir 
mfissen  das  galixische  und  das  russische  Gemeinwesen 
furdern,  wir  mflsscn  unset*  Augenmerk  auf  das  Kflrsorge- 
wesen  richten  und  die  aufwachsende  Generation  zu 
erxiehen  suchcn.  Was  die  praktische  Arbeit  betrifft, 
glaube  ich,  dass  Frfuilein  Papix.Mihcim  Recht  hat.  Wir 
kdnuen  durch  bezahlte  Agenlen  sehr  viel  ausrichten. 

Mein  Anlrag  gcht  daliin,  dass  man  neben  den  Agenlen 
die  Fflrsoi-getfitigkeit  anrege  und  nach  Mdglichkeit 
umerstntzte. 

Xf iss  SADIE  AMERICAN  said  that  she  had  been 
called  upon  to  speak,  but  regretted  to  find  that  the 
present  meeting  was  to  close  without  touching  upon 
some  of  the  subjects  down  on  the  programme.  She  was 
very  sorry  as  there  was  still  much  to  be  said,  and  it  had 
not  been  done.  She  wished  to  know  whether  the  debate 
was  closing  on  Dr.  Maretzky's  proposition  or  whether 
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the  debate  was  being  closed  on  the  entire  subject  matter 
of  the  day.  She  would  like  to  bring  something  forward, 
if  the  limit  had  allowed,  on  these  other  matters. 

Mk.  STETTAUER  rose  to  say  that  he  entirely  agreed 
with  Miss  American's  remarks. 

Mk.  MONTEFIORE  :  It  is  perfectly  true  that  if  this 
proposition,  which  is  reasonable,  is  accepted,  certain 
matters  cannot  be  discussed  which  were  down  in  the 
programme.  I  am  sorry.  It  is  not  unusual  for  this  to 
happen,  although  it  is  to  be  regretted,  but  we  cannot  help 
it,  and  we  shall  have  to  rule  them  out,  otherwise  we  shall 
go  on  till  a  late  hour,  and  the  members  are  already 
thinning.  1  suggest  that  we  hear  a  few  speakers  who 
have  sent  up  their  names  already,  and  then  take  the  votes 
for  the  various  resolutions. 

Mk.  H.  J.  DAVIS  (LivKKnooi.) :  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies 
and  Gentlemen — The  hour  is  late,  and  therefore  I  will 
content  myself  with  a  very  few  remarks. 

One  of  the  previous  speakers  said  that  he  was  a 
practical  man  amongst  dreamers,  and  I  feel  perhaps  that 
1  am  a  dreamer  amongst  a  world  of  practical  men, 
because  1  dream  of  a  day  when  there  will  Ixj  no  occasion 
for  Conferences  of  this  kind,  because  there  will  be  no 
more  trafficking  in  human  souls,  and  when  the  world  will 
be  better  for  the  good  work  which  this  Conference  has 
done.  Miss  Sadie  American  said  that  one  can  only 
scratch  the  surface,  and  that  if  we  only  made  a  small 
l>eginning  it  w;is  something.  Well,  1  feel  that  we  have 
begun  to  do  good  work  productive  of  great  results  in 
Liverpool,  which,  jis  a  seaport,  is  face  to  face  very 
frequently  with  the  question  of  transmigrants  and  the 
rejected  girls.  Some  one  here  stated  that  these  rejected 
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girls  arc  tossed  like  shuttlecocks  backwards  and  forwards, 
so  that  they  come  to  think  that  the  world  cares  nothing 
for  them,  they  lose  their  self-respect  and  their  hope  in 
the  future,  but  our  experience  in  Liverpool  is  that  this 
is  not  so.  I  should  very  much  like  to  have  heard  all 
that  Miss  American  would  have  said  on  the  subject,  and 
l  hope  that  one  day  we  shall  do  so. 

Every  girl  who  arrives  in  Liverpool  is  immediately  met 
by  the  Rev.  I.  Raffalovilch,  or  the  Rev.  S.  Friedcberg,  or 
by  Miss  Ettinger,  a  young  Jewish  girl,  appointed  by  the 
Liverpool  Brunch  of  the  National  Vigilance  Association. 
If  she  is  going  through,  she  is  sent  further  on  her  journey, 
and  very  great  care  is  exercised  so  that  she  is  under 
proper  protection.  If  she  is  rejected,  and  supposing  it 
to  be  a  case  of  trachoma,  we  look  after  her  till  the 
trachoma  has  been  cured,  after  which  she  is  sent  on  to 
America.  If  the  case  is  hopeless,  Libau  or  Antwerp,  or 
elsewhere  as  the  case  may  be,  is  immediately  commun¬ 
icated  with  as  to  what  is  to  be  done  with  her,  but  in  any 
case  she  is  not  lost  sight  of.  I  therefore  leave  you  to 
judge  whether  one  of  the  greatest  seaports  is  not  doing 
its  duty. 

I  feel  that  I  ought  to  support  this  proposition  as  to  a 
Central  Committee  where  all  information  can  be  sent, 
but  it  will  be  no  good  sending  information  to  a  place 
unless  it  is  again  given  out  right  and  left.  Let  it  be 
circulated  so  that  people  may  know  who  these  procurers 
are,  and  then  one  can  do  something  practical  to  stamp 
out  this  great  scandal. 

I  should  like  to  say  another  thing,  vixM  that  Liverpool 
is  working  hand-in-hand  with  the  National  Vigilance 
Society,  which  Society  has  been  established  (or  rather  a 
Branch  of  it)  in  Liverpool  for  some  time,  and  we  have 
found  it  to  mutual  advantage  to  co-operate  with  our 
Christian  brothers. 
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I  only  cnne  on  the  platform  to  clear  up  the  question 
of  transmigrants,  as  there  seemed  to  be  an  impression 
that  nothing  was  being  done  to  help  at  the  important 
seaports,  and  to  show  that  we  are  striving  to  do  a  good 
work.  I  am  hoping  that  the  day  will  come  when  by 
means  of  the  work  that  this  Committee  and  kindred 
Societies  have  done,  we  shall  hear  no  more  of  this  great 
and  crying  scandal. 

M.  PONTREMOL1  (Paris)  :  Mesdames,  Messieurs, — 
Tout  a  Phctirc,  en  entendant  un  des  orateurs  presents 
vous  exposer  les  raisons  pour  lesquclles  il  dtait  oppose  a 
la  formation  d'un  Comite  isradlite  international,  je  me 
rdjouissais  de  voir  traiter  un  des  points  de  vue  dc  la 
question,  alors  que  j'dtais  prdpard  a  vous  exposer  le  point 
de  vue  parfnitement  contra  ire.  J'estime,  en  elTet,  que, 
appelds  a  emettre  un  voeu  dans  le  domaine  du  droit 
international,  il  est  utile  que  nous  commissions  la  situa¬ 
tion  particuliere  des  differed  ts  pays.  On  nous  disait  tout 
a  1’hcurc  qu’en  raison  dc  l'attitude  de  certains  Gouverne- 
ments  et  des  diflicultds  que  pourrait  rencontrer  la  forma¬ 
tion  de  ces  comites  Israelites  dans  certains  pays,  il  valait 
mieux  ne  rien  faire.  Permettex-moi  de  vous  exposer  en 
deux  mots  pourquoi,  au  point  de  vue  fr.mpiis,  il  vaut 
mieux  former  un  comite,  tin  comite  purement  isradlite 
qui  vienne  apportcr  sa  collaboration  l'oeuvre  commune. 

En  France,  en  elTet,  depuis  quelqucs  amides,  le  moude 
de  la  hienfaisance  est  dans  une  periodc  de  tninsition. 
Jusqu'u  l'an n tie  1905,  c'dtaient  les  communnutds  Israelites 
qui  s'occupaient  du  eulte  en  mdme  temps  que  de  la 
cliaritc.  Une  loi  nouvdle  qui  a  amend  la  sdpnration  des 
Eglises  et  de  PEtut  a  contraint  les  communautes  ismelites 
a  former  cc  qu'on  appellc  des  Associations  cultuclles. 
Ces  associations  se  voient  interdire  le  domaine  dc  la 
charitd  et  nous  avons  du  erder,  partout  ou  les  comitds 
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existent,  des  Societies  de  Bienfaisance.  II  y  a  encore 
beaucoup  a  faire,  et  en  particulier  clans  nos  ports,  lieux  dc 
passage  du  continent  europeen  vers  les  Aincriques.  II  y 
a  lieu  de  cr6cr  des  rouagcs  qui  viennent  apporter  leur 
collaboration  a  I’ceuvrc  qui  nous  ncunit  actuelleinent. 
Parini  nous  auti'es,  Israelites  fran^ais,  vous  le  saver., 
Messieurs,  les  elements  ne  font  pas  defaut  Et  pour  nous, 
la  question  de  la  traite  des  blanches  cst  une  de  cellcs  que 
nous  avons  la  bonne  fortune  dc  pouvoir  traiter  avec  une 
certaine  i m partial ite.  Cc  n’est  pas  a  vous,  en  effet,  qui 
connaisscx  si  bien  le  sujet,  que  j'apprendrai  que  ce  n’est 
pas  en  France  cpie  se  rccrute  le  monde  de  la  prostitution 
et  qu’il  y  a  bien  pen  de  jeunes  fran^aises  qui  deviennent 
les  victimes  des  tnific|uantH.  j’ai  ete  fort  emu  ce  matin  en 
entendant  prononcer  les  chiffres  que  certains  d’entre  vous 
ontfoumis  relativement  uu  nombre  d* Israelites  qui  appar- 
tiennent  aux  deux  categories  qui  nous  occupent  et  je  me 
rendais  compte  combien  nous  avons,  nous  nussi,  encore 
ft  faire,  puisque,  malheureusement,  nous  avons  aussi  le 
triste  honneur  d’etre  un  des  pays  dc  passage  vers  le 
continent  amdricain.  Pour  cette  raison  done,  j’estime 
qu'il  y  a  lieu  de  crier  en  France  des  associations  locales 
qui  viendront  apporter  leur  collaboration  a  1’ceuvre 
commune. 

Cela  leur  sera  possible,  je  crois,  grace  aux  efforts  de 
notre  personnel  rubbinique  et  aussi  aux  ressourcesde  la 
charite.  Je  me  prononce  clone  en  favour  de  la  formation 
cl ’associations  locales,  unies  aux  .dissociations  nationales  et 
s:ms  confession. 

Mk.  MONTEFIORE :  When  we  proceed  to  voting, 
we  will,  in  the  first  instance,  take  those  recommendations 
which  are  in  some  respects  opposed  to  each  other ; 
namely,  those  of  Dr.  Maretxky  and  Frftulein  Pappenheiin, 
and  when  one  or  other  has  been  accepted  by  the  Con- 
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ference,  we  will  then  submit  certain  other  recommenda¬ 
tions  which  have  been  put  together  by  the  English 
Association.  As  regards  the  first  two  propositions 
Dr.  Maret/.ky  recommends  that  a  permanent  International 
Committee  or  Buremi  should  be  appointed.  Fraulein 
Pappcnheim  suggests  that  Conferences  should  be  sum¬ 
moned  from  time  to  time  of  representatives  of  the  various 
Jewish  Societies,  and  that  these  Conferences  should  be 
summoned  by  the  Jewish  Association  for  the  Protection 
of  Girls  and  Women,  and  also  that  any  five  other 
societies  out  of  England  should  have  the  power  of  sum¬ 
moning  such  Conferences. 

Dr.  MARETSKY'S  proposals  are  as  follow  : — 

The  Conference  recommends  that  a  Union  of  all 
Jewish  Committees  concerned  in  the  Suppression  of  the 
White  Slave  Traffic  should  be  formed.  This  Union, 
with  its  officers ,  should  fulfil  the  following  duties : — 

1.  The  collection  and  sifting  of  all  the  necessary 
material. 

2.  The  formation  of  Jewish  Societies ,  in  which 
women  are  to  be  important  factors ,  in  frontier  towns 
and  seaports,  where  such  tlo  not  already  exist. 

3.  The  appointment  of  agents  and  confidential 
officers. 

4.  To  supply  all  societies  with  instructions,  and  to 
take  proper  steps  for  the  suppression  of  the  traffic. 

5.  To  keep  a  watchful  eye  upon  advertisements  in 
newspapers,  employment  agencies,  theatrical  agencies, 
music-halls,  etc. 

6.  Such  other  / lu  ties  as  may  be.  assigned  to  the 
Union  by  the  Conference. 

7.  The  appointment  of  Delegates  to  every  National 
Committee  of  its  own  country. 
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FnAulkin  PAPPENHEIM'S  recommendation  is  as 
follows : — 

That  Conferences  hike  place  from  time  to  time  of 
Delegates  from  existing  Jewish  Committees  concerned 
in  the  Suppression  of  the  l  Vhite  Slave  Traffic,  and  of 
such  other  similar  Committees  which  may  be  founded. 
These  Conferences  are  to  be  called  together  in  the  first 
instance  by  the  Jewish  Association  for  the  Protection  of 
Girts  and  Women ,  but  a  Conference  must  be  summoned 
if  five  other  Societies  out  of  England  demand  it.  The 
Bureau  of  the  Conference  to  be  the  Jewish  Association 
for  the  Protection  of  Girls  and  Women. 

Agents  shonld  be  appointed  at  such  ports  and 
stations  where  still  required,  the.  cost  to  be  borne  by  the 
different  Societies  in  the  various  countries. 

The  recommendation  of  the  ENGLISH  COMMITTEE 
is  as  follows  : — 

That  this  Conference  recommends  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  Branch  Committees  in  all  seaport  and 
frontier  towns,  which  shall  be  in  connection  with 
the  Central  Committee  in  each  particular  country, 
and  that  all  the  Central  Committees  of  each  country 
should  be  in  direct  communication  with  a  Central 
Bureau  for  the  collection  of  information. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  Committees  when  formed 
shoidd,  as  far  an  possible,  appoint  workers  at  the 
various  railway  stations  and  docks,  where  sonic  arc  at 
present  wanted,  to  safeguard  and  assist  girls  when 
travelling.  It  is  specially  desirable  to  help  those  who 
are  deported  or  mentally  in  capable  of  helping  them¬ 
selves.  That  efforts  should  be  made  to  get  the  laws  of 
each  country  which  ilea!  with  the  traffic  more,  strictly 
enforced  and  strengthened  where  necessary,  and  this 
shall  be  done  in  connection  with  the  various  National 
Committees. 
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Frau  LILIAN'S  recommendation  is  as  follows  : — 

The  great  poverty  ami  sort  material  lot  of  so  many 
of  the  large  Jewish  communities  (which  rentier  them  ail 
the  more  liable  to  sneenmh  in  various  ways  to  the 
difficult  conditions  of  modern  industrial  life')  demand 
the  continued  and  earnest  attention  of  alt  Jewish 
workers,  so  that  the  foundations  of  a  happier  future 
may  he  the  more  secure ty  /aid. 

Mr.  ZANGWILL  recommends  the  following  :  — 

That  as  this  International  Conference  has  no  locus 
standi  to  move  a  resolution  as  to  the  union  of  Jewish 
Societies  for  the  Protection  of  Women  and  Girls,  but 
can  only  bind  the  Societies  here  represented,  a  new  Inter¬ 
national  Society  be  founded  to  provide,  advice  and 
information  bureaux  for  all  emigrants  at  every  great 
port  of  Jewish  emigration  and  immigration. 

Rabuiner  Dr.  A.  KAM1NKA  :  Meine  sehr  ver- 
ehrten  Damen  und  Hcrren  I  Da  ich  als  let/tcr  Redner 
das  Wort  habe,  darf  ich  ffir  mich  die  alte  Regel  in 
Anspruch  nehnicn  ;  das  letxte  wird  wohl  einschlagcn 
mftssen.  Ich  bin  mir  dessen  wohl  bewusst,  dass  von 
mcinen  Worten  viel  abhangig  isl.  Ich  haitc  mich  schon 
frflher  gemeldet  und  hntte  mehr  xu  sagen  als  jetzt,  denn 
meine  l>amen  und  Herren,  wir,  die  wir  von  weit  und 
breit  hierhin  gekommen  sind,  haben  nicht  nur  das  Recht, 
hier  xu  hbren,  sondern  auch  die  Pflicht,  das  xu  sagen, 
was  ffir  die  Sache  nfltxlich  und  xweekmassig  crscheint 
und  deshalb  ist  es  gleichgflltig,  von  wem  cs  gesagt  wird, 
wenn  cs  nur  xur  Sadie  gehurt. 

Viel  von  dem  ist  schon  gesagt  worden,  was  ich  vorxu- 
bringen  habe.  Ich  will  damit  begin nen,  was  xuletxt 
gesagt  worden  ist.  Sehr  richtig  war  die  Bemerkung  eines 
meincr  Vorredncr,  man  intlssc  die  Krankheit  kennen 
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lernen.  Meinc  Damen  mid  Herren  1  Ich  hnhc  schon 
verschiedene  Kongrcssc  zur  Bekampfung  dcs  Mftdchen- 
handels  initgemacht  Ich  war  mit  einem  Rnbbiner- 
verband  nach  Russland  und  nach  Galixien,  inn  zu  stu- 
diercn  und  zu  versuchcn,  auch  clort  cine  Vcrstfindigung 
herbeizufuhren.  Es  ist  cine  altc  Praxis,  class  dor  Arzt 
erst  die  Krankheit  kennen  lernen  muss  und  wissen  muss, 
wo  der  Herd  steckt.  Den  Herd  der  Krankheit  hat  Herr 
Dr.  Sonnenfeld  mit  trcfTIichen  VVortcn  initgctcilt.  Es 
steht  in  den  Spruchen  der  Vater,  nur  die  Arbcitslosigkeil 
und  die  Arbeitsunlust  ist  es,  die  zu  diesem  Uebel  fflhrt 
und  wenn  man  den  armen  Leuten  Arbeit  giebt,  dann 
hat  man  schon  eineu  grossen  Teil  von  dem  gelcistet,  was 
wir  Icistcn  mochten  und  wollen,  und  mit  Goltcs  Hilfe 
Icisten  wei*den. 

Herr  Dr.  Sonnenfeld  ist  ja  der  berufenstc  Bcurleiler 
der  argcntinischen  Verhftltnisse  und  ich  freue  micli,  dass 
wir  ein  so  schones  Dild  von  Argentinien  von  ilini  ent- 
worfen  bekommen  haben.  Ich  liabc  allerdings  gehbrt, 
dass  dort  noch  sehr  vicl  zu  leisten  ist,  dass  dort  noch 
keine  Vcrbindung  xwischen  den  Juden  cxisticrt,  dass  in 
Tanzlokalen,  wo  getanzt  wird,  am  andcrcn  morgen  der 
Gottesdienst  abgehalten  wird.  Dazu  ist  aber  ebenso- 
wenig  Herr  Dr.  Sonnenfeld  verant wort i ich  zu  machen, 
wie  der  Verband.  Die  VerhAltnisse  sin  cl  eben  bisweilen 
so  schlecht,  dass  man  sich  niclit  dagegen  auflehnen  kann. 
Wenn  aber  jeder  das  seine  tut,  von  scinein  Stnndpunkte 
aus  dab  in  zu  wirken,  dass  bald  die  Persbnlichkciten 
starker  werden  als  die  Verhftltnisse,  dann  wird  esinoglich 
sein,  sic  zu  bezwingen  und  in  den  Boden  xu  tie  ten. 

Ich  erinnere  micli  einer  Sitxung  in  der  Ixige  in  Lem¬ 
berg,  in  der  ein  Rabbiner  sagte,  er  habe  selber  gehort,  wie 
eine  Prostituierte  ztir  anderen  sagte:  “So  walir  mirGolt 
belfe,  hoffe  ich,  es  bald  nicht  mehr  notig  zu  haben,  mir 
auf  diesc  Wcisc  mein  Brat  zu  verdienen."  Kreilicli,  es  ist 
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mis  vorhin  gesagt  worden,  die  Arniut  allcm  ist  es  nicht, 
es  giebt  aucli  tiefcre  Ursachen.  Als  eine  dicscr  Ursachen 
mochte  ich  die  Unwissenheit  im  allgcmeinen  bexeichnen. 
l£s  wird  unsere  Aufgabe  sein,  mclir  Bcrfihrting,  sei  es  in 
jfidischer,  sei  es  in  allgemciner  Bexiehung  zu  bringen, 
dass  die  Mcnschcn  bcginnen,  menscblich  zu  denken  und 
xu  empfinden.  Damit  is  ein  grosser  Schrilt  /.ur  Bcsserttng 
getun. 

Zu  dem,  was  der  Heir  Vorredner  von  Liverpool  (Herr 
Davis)  erwfthnl  lint,  mochte  ich  bcmerken,  dass  wir 
gexw  ungen  sind,  die  Massrcgeln  der  Kegierung  zu 
respektieren.  Die  MAdcheu  mussen  zurfickgescbickt 
werden,  wenn  es  nichl  gelingt,  sie  xu  bessern.  Freilich 
wird  es  dann  die  Aufgabe  des  Lokalkomitccs  sein,  Rich  der 
MAdchen  anxunehnien. 

FrAulcin  Pappenheim  hat  frfiher  einmal  gesagt,  man 
solltc  nicht  nur  in  den  Hafenstadten,  sondern  auch  in  den 
GrenzstAdten  arbeiten.  Wenn  solche  Menschen  in  cinem 
engen  Eisenbalinkupee  nur  zwei  Tage  zusammensitzen, 
dann  ist  dem  leister  Tor  und  Tflr  geoflfnet.  Ich  babe  der 
deutschcn  Eiscubahnverwaltung  die  Anregung  unter- 
breitet,  ffir  eine  grossc  ^Corporation  von  Auswandern  den 
Fahrpreis  xu  crniAssigen.  Es  ist  dies  vom  Hilfsverein  der 
deutschen  Juden  in  die  Hand  gcnomnien  worden.  An 
die  SchifTahrtsgesellschaftcn  haben  icli  auch  eine  solche 
Eingabe  gemacht.  Wenn  dies  geschieht,  werden  auf  den 
Grenzstalioncn  vicle  zuri'ickbehalten  und  wieder  zuruck- 
befordert.  Damit  kotnme  ich  auch  kune  auf  FrAulein 
Pappenhcims  Bede. 

Sie  hAlt  es  fur  wfinschenswert,  dass  die  Juden  sicli  nicht 
nbsondern.  Ich  personlieh  gehore  auch  dem  allgcmeinen 
Komitee  in  Bremen  an  und  ich  bin  gewiss  der  letxte,  der 
nicht  den  Standpunkt  von  FrAulein  Pappenheim  ein- 
nehmen  wflrde,  schon  mit  Rficksicht  auf  die  BekAmpfung 
des  Madchenhandcls.  Ja,  wir  mflsscn  schon  darin  einen 
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Fortschritt  sehen,  class  eben  die  nichtjOdischen  Mitlnirger 
auch  auf  dein  allgemcincn  Gebiet  arbcitcn.  Wir  wollen 
gemcinsanie  Arbeit  machen. 

Aber,  meine  Damen  und  Herron,  dass  sell  I  i  ess t  niclit 
aus,  dass  dasjenige,  was  Herr  Dr.  Maretsky  beanlragt  hat, 
doch  wirksain  scin  kann  und  wirksam  werden  wire!.  1  oil 
babe  den  Antrag  daliin  verstanden,  class  ein  inter- 
nationales  Komitee  gebildet  werden  soil  mit  einetn 
Zen  tral  komitee,  wo  alle  FAdcn  r.usammenlaufen  sullen 
und  dieses  Zentralkomitee  in  stetor  und  standiger 
Fflhlung  mit  deni  interkonfcssionellen  Komitee  zur 
Bekampfung  des  Madchenhandcls  soin  soli.  Daliin  habc 
ich  clen  Antrag  des  Herrn  Maretsky  verstanden  und  ich 
glaube,  meine  Damen  und  Herren,  d:iss  wir  wohl  alle 
auf  dem  Standpunkt  des  .Herrn  Antragstellcr  stclicn 
konuen  und  dass  wir  den  Antrag  annehmen  kbnnen. 
Dunn  haben  wir  einen  grossen  Teil  unsercr  heutigen 
Arbeitskraft  hewAltigt.  Ich  bittc  ilm  anzunehmen  und 
die  weiteren  Anregungen  als  Material  clem  Komitee  in  die 
Hand  zu  geben.  (Lebliafter  Beifall.) 

The  various  recommendations  were  then  put  to  the 
vote,  the  results  being  : — 

Dr.  Maretsky’s  were  rejected  by  27  against  18. 

FrAulein  Pnppenheim's : — 

First  Clause  carried  by  36  against  5. 

Second  Clause  carried  by  24  against  12. 

The  recommendations  of  the  English  Committee  and 
Frau  Lilicn's  proposal  were  carried  without 
opposition. 

Mr.  Zangwill's  resolution  was  not  accepted. 

Mr.  MONTEFIORE  :  We  shall  be  very  glacl  if  any 
ladies  and  gentlemen  who  come  from  abroad  would  like 
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lo  see  some  of  our  Homes,  the  Sara  Pyke  Home,  or  the 
Industrial  School  for  Girls  or  Boys,  the  Charcroft  Home, 
etc.  In  that  case  we  shall  take  steps  that  they  am  see 
them  on  Friday  if  they  like. 

I  want  to  ask  you  to  accord  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Dr. 
Blau  for  kindly  taking  the  chair  this  afternoon.  (Applause.) 


93 


MORNING  SE8SION. 

Wbdxksday,  April  6th,  1910. 

Mr.  MONTEKIOHE:  The  Chair  will  be  taken  by 
Baron  Gfinsburg  from  St.  Petersburg.  The  subject  is — 

“How  far  is  the  Trafllo  consequent  upon  the  lack 
of  responsibility  of  parents  and  guardians,  and 
what  can  be  done  to  oheok  imprudent  marriages 
and  suoh  marriages  and  divorees  whloh  are  not 
in  acoordanoe  with  the  laws  of  the  oountry 
where  Jews  reside;  and  to  bring  home  to 
parents  and  guardians  the  necessity  for  strlot 
enquiries  oonoernlng  situations  abroad?" 

« 

Bakon  Alexandra  GUNZBURG  :  Mesdames, 
Messieurs, — En  me  mettnnt  n  celte  table,  je  crois  accom- 
plir  un  double  devoir,  car  vos  applaudisscments  s'adres- 
sent,  je  le  sais,  non  a  ilia  person  ne,  mais  an  nom  que  j’ai 
l'honneur  de  porter  et,  en  outre,  je  comprends  que 
I'honneur  que  vous  me  faites  est  comme  un  signe  d’en- 
couragement  pour  nos  pauvres  frfcres  de  la-bas. 

Quant  a  la  maniftre  dont  je  conduirai  vos  debuts,  je 
vous  demande  de  (’indulgence,  car  dans  notre  pays  nous 
ne  sommes  pas  habitues  aux  seances  publiques,  et,  de 
plus,  je  n’ai  certainement  pas  le  talent  de  mes  deux 
honores  prGdecesseurs  d'hier. 

La  parole  est  a  M.  Adler,  le  Grand-Rabbin. 

The  Very  Rev.  Dr.  H.  ADLER,  the  Chief  Rabbi 
(London)  :  Early  in  the  eighties  of  last  century,  I  was 
walking  in  the  East  End,  when  I  met  Mr.  Turner, 
Rector  of  St.  George's  in  the  East,  now  Bishop  of 
Islington.  1  remember  his  telling  me,  that  during  all  the 
years  he  had  been  working  in  East  London  he  had  never 
met  with  a  Jewess  who  plied  an  immoral  trade. 
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His  experience  was  probably  a  little  loo  optimistic,  but 
ceilainly  thirty  years  ago  the  social  evil  had  not  become 
a  disturbing  factor  in  our  community.  For  indeed,  there 
is  no  subject  upon  which  Judaism  lays  such  emphatic 
stress  as  on  that  of  stern  morality.  Purity  is  its  watch¬ 
word  ;  the  chastity  of  woman  its  most  sacredly  guarded 
treasure.  The  Mosaic  Law  exhorts  the  children  of  Israel 
not  “  to  go  about  their  own  hearts  and  their  own  eyes, 
after  which  ye  use  to  go  astray.”  It  teaches  “There 
shall  be  no  harlot  of  the  daughters  of  Israel.”  The  Book 
of  Proverbs  insistently  warns  the  young  against  the 
“  strange  woman,  whose  house  is  on  the  way  to  hell, 
going  down  to  the  chambers  of  death.”  And  we  are  also 
free  from  the  curse  of  drunkenness — so  fruitful  a  cause 
of  immorality. 

But,  unhappily,  we  can  no  longer  pride  ourselves  upon 
our  immunity  from  sexual  immorality.  We  can  trace 
this  deplorable  change  directly  to  the  recrudescence  of 
active  Russian  persecutions  in  1881.  We  are  deeply 
grieved,  but  we  cannot  be  surprised  if  ill-treatment, 
oppression  “that  maketh  a  wise  man  mad,"  defective 
education,  persistent  exclusion  from  honourable  pursuits 
and  consequent  fear  of  starvation  drive  men  and  women 
to  reprehensible  means  of  earning  a  livelihood.  It  is  to 
be  feared  that  many  weary  years  will  pass  ere  Russian  and 
Roumanian  intolerance  will  have  become  a  thing  of  the 
past.  But  we  dare  not  relax  in  our  elTorts  to  suppress 
the  vile  traffic  which  results  from  the  wretched  economic 
conditions  among  our  brethren  in  Eastern  Europe.  We 
must  resolutely  punish  the  evil-dad's,  and  clTeclively 
warn  those  who  may  become  their  victims.  How  can 
wc  do  this  ?  We  know  that  agents  of  these  vile  traffickers 
induce  girls  to  leave  their  homes  under  the  pretence  that 
they  will  obtain  remunerative  situations  in  other  countries. 
In  many  instances  these  villains  offer  them  marriage. 
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Their  ignorant  and  credulous  parents  imagine  that 
their  (laughters’  future  lias  been  secured,  and  lend  a  too- 
willing  ear  to  the  representations  of  these  miscreants. 
They  do  not  trouble  to  inquire  into  the  character  and 
antecedents  of  the  suitors.  They  are  in  total  ignorance 
of  the  existence  of  this  trade  and  its  wide  ramifications. 
It  is,  therefore,  our  hounden  duty  to  spread  full  informa¬ 
tion  on  this  subject  as  widely  as  possible.  This,  1  submit, 
can  be  effected  in  two  ways  : — 

(i.)  By  communicating  with  the  Rabbis  in  Eastern 
Europe,  and  asking  them  to  bring  the  facts  connected 
with  this  traffic  to  the  knowledge  of  their  communities 
I  ho|>e  to  make  a  few  observations  on  this  subject  to¬ 
morrow  morning  when  dealing  with  the  theme,  “Co- 
operalion  with  Teachers  and  Rabbis.” 

(a.)  By  means  of  the  Press.  I  suggest  that  statements, 
exposing  the  horrors  of  this  traffic,  should  appear  from 
time  to  time  in  the  Hebrew  and  Yiddish  papers  published 
here,  in  Russia,  Roumania  and  Galicia.  You  may  pro¬ 
bably  have  seen  the  articles  on  the  White  Slave  Peril  in 
and  the  letters  thereon  by  public  men,  expressing 
their  conviction  that  such  exposure  and  denunciation 
cannot  fail  to  be  attended  by  beneficial  results.  It  would 
also  seem  desirable  that  leaflets  in  Yiddish,  of  the  style 
exhibited  here,  be  printed  and  widely  disseminated  in 
their  various  countries  fully  setting  forth  the  great  peril. 
And  could  not  xcalous  men  and  women  be  induced  to 
travel  in  these  lands  .ns  missionaries  in  the  holy  work  of 
prevention  and  detection  ? 

Similar  publicity  should  be  given  to  the  danger  atten¬ 
dant  upon  illegal  marriages  and  divorces.  I  can,  of 
course,  only  speak  authoritatively  on  this  matter,  in  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  this  country.  I  have  been  informed 
by  an  expert  on  Russian  Law,  that  in  Russia  there  is 
neither  civil  marriage  nor  civil  divorce.  Hence  I  take  it 
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that  there  is  no  such  tiling  .ls  a  “Stille  Chuppah  "  in  that 
country.  And  when  a  couple  conies  here  and  produces 
a  Kelhuba,  I  assume  that  they  have  been  legally  married. 

Here  the  provisions  of  the  marriage  laws  of  England 
have  to  be  complied  with  in  order  to  constitute  a  marriage 
valid  beyond  cavil.  Unhappily,  crises  come  before  me  at 
the  Beth  Din  from  lime  to  time  in  which  persons,  gene¬ 
rally  recent  immigrants,  go  through  a  form  of  religious 
marriage  without  giving  the  statutory  notice  to  the 
Superintendent  Registrar,  and  without  applying  to  me 
for  the  authorisation  of  their  religious  marriage  as  a 
guarantee  that  both  the  Jewish  and  civil  requirements 
will  be  fulfilled.  The  reason  for  this  abstention  is  in 
some  instances  that  there  is  a  former  existing  marriage 
which  has  not  been  dissolved,  or  that  there  is  a  relation¬ 
ship  between  the  parlies  prohibited  by  English  Law. 
In  a  few  cases  the  action  is  due  to  unwillingness  or 
inability  to  pay  the  marriage  fee  ;  but  as  this  is  small,  not 
exceeding  ios.  6d.,  and  can  be  remitted  when  absolute 
poverty  is  proved,  the  plea  cannot  be  held  valid.  In 
many  instances  the  man  is  desirous  of  evading  the 
responsibilities  which  a  legal  marriage  entails,  and  who 
uses  the  form  of  marriage  as  a  means  to  deceive  a  poor 
ignorant  girl,  and  thus  gets  her  into  his  clutches  for  his 
vile  purposes.  The  Board  of  Deputies  has  issued  notices 
warning  people  of  the  danger  of  such  clandestine  unions. 
But  it  seems  advisable  that  taking  part  in  such  11  Stille 
Chuppalis’'  should  be  made  a  punishable  offence.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Marriage  Act  a  person  who  solcmnir.es  a 
marriage  at  which  the  statutory  provisions  have  not  been 
complied  with  is  guilty  of  felony.  This  provision,  how¬ 
ever,  does  not  apply  to  Jewish  marriages.  It  is  greatly 
(o  lie  desired  that  the  help  of  the  Legislature  should 
lie  invoked  with  the  view  of  such  exception  being 
eliminated. 
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Illegal  divorces,  I  regret  lo  say,  are  of  frequent  occur¬ 
rence  here,  due  to  the  action  of  foreign  Rabbis.  These 
practices  are  n  fruitful  source  of  immorality,  productive 
of  much  misery,  and  a  contributing  cause  to  the  vile 
traffic  which  we  endeavour  to  suppress.  The  Board  of 
Deputies,  Lord  Rothschild  in  his  capacity  of  President  of 
the  United  Synagogue,  and  1,  have  warned  certain 
Rabbis  repeatedly  of  the  danger  attendant  upon  these 
practices,  but  with  scant  success.  1,  therefore,  propose 
when  called  upon  lo  give  evidence  before  the  Royal 
Commission  on  the  Law  of  Divorce,  to  second  the  elTorts 
of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Deputies  to  stop  this 
abuse.  We  shall  ;isk  that  a  severe  penalty  be  imposed 
upon  all  persons  assisting  at,  or  taking  any  part  in,  the 
pronouncing  of  a  Jewish  Divorce,  except  after  and  on 
production  of  a  Decree  absolute  of  the  Divorce  Court  of 
England,  or  proof  of  a  previous  legal  divorce  elsewhere. 
This  enactment  would,  of  course,  not  interfere  with  the 
duty  imposed  upon  the  Beth  Din  to  grant  a  “Git "after 
the  civil  dissolution  of  a  marriage,  so  as  to  enable  the 
parties  to  re-marry  religiously. 

I  do  not,  in  conclusion,  omit  reference  to  another  con¬ 
tributory  cause — the  too  frequent  desertion  of  wives. 
This  unhappy  fact  is,  of  course,  attributable  in  the  main 
to  unemployment,  slackness  of  trade,  and  consequent 
inability  on  the  part  of  the  bread-winner  to  maintain 
those  dependent  upon  him.  But  it  also  results  from  a 
far  too  lax  conception  of  the  sanctity  of  the  marriage  tie, 
;uid  of  the  responsibilities  which  it  entails.  Ministers  of 
religion,  teachers,  and  visitors  among  the  poor  should, 
therefore,  exert  their  utmost  efforts  to  diffuse  correct 
views  on  this  all-important  subject. 


Bahon  Alexandria  G0NZBURG:  J  e  crois  que 
nous  devons  remercicr  le  Grand-Rabbin  de  son  intdres- 
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sanle  communication.  jc  dois  dire,  cn  effet,  qu’en 
Russie  il  n’cxiste  pas  d'etat  civil  ni  pour  les  Juifs  ni  pour 
les  Chretiens,  et  hint  que  cette  situation  ne  sera  pas 
inodiiice,  on  aura  a  deplorer  des  cas  semblubles  a  ceux 
qui  out  etc  signales  par  lc  Grand-Rabbin. 

The  Very  Rev.  Dr.  GASTER,  HaJuim  (London)  : 
Mr.  Chairman,  Indies  and  Gentlemen — 1  am  very  glad 
that  the  proceedings  to-day  have  been  opened  by 
Dr.  Adler,  because  that  is  practically  an  answer  to  a 
question  which  was  asked  yesterday,  and  which  I  think 
was  answered  in  the  most  effective  manner  by  the 
President  of  the  Conference.  Why  should  we  come 
together  and  discuss  with  closed  doors  among  Jews  a 
question  which  is  happily  not  purely  a  Jewish  question, 
but  is  a  very  small  fraction  of  a  great  social  evil  in  which 
Jews  are  implicated  ?  The  answer  to  the  question  has 
already  been  given  by  the  fact  that  Dr.  Adler  thought  it 
his  duty  to  start  the  discussion  to-day.  The  topics  are 
such  that  it  is  preferable  to  discuss  them  in  camera,  not¬ 
withstanding  that  they  apply  also  to  members  of  other 
faiths,  for  they  have  also  an  aspect  of  their  own  by 
which  they  differ  from  the  others,  and  I,  in  my  official 
capacity  as  the  HaJtam ,  venture  to  draw  your  attention 
to  the  Jewish  aspect  of  the  problem.  There  are  two 
sides,  one  economic,  the  other  religious,  and  both  are 
intertwined  inseparably.  Why  has  the  [ewish  nation  lost 
its  moral  equilibrium,  and,  if  so,  what  were  the  causes 
that  contributed  to  this  moral  tii^Acle  which  we  all  so 
deeply  regret,  and  which  we  are  trying  to  repair. 

If  we  find  the  source,  we  might  then  apply  the  remedy 
with  success.  The  assistance  of  legislature,  the  police, 
magistiales  and  so  on  would  be  very  beneficial  and  useful, 
but  il  is  of  secondary  importance.  The  evil  lies  deeper, 
it  is  in  our  midst ;  we  must  diagnose  it  before  we  can 
apply  the  remedy. 
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1  will  not  speak  of  the  Jews  in  England  ;  it  is  a  wider 
question,  and  England  is  not  confronted  with  the 
economic  difficulty.  1  should  he  surprised  to  think  that 
girls  settled  in  this  country  become  so  easily  the  prey  of 
agents  and  panderers  as  unfortunately  seems  to  be  the 
case  in  other  countries. 

The  evil  lies  there  ;  on  the  one  hand  the  economic 
conditions,  and  on  the  other  in  the  weakening  of  the 
religious  bond  which  kept  the  people  within  a  religious 
atmosphere  for  so  many  centuries.  1  refer  to  the  evil  in 
Russia,  Koumania  and  Galicia.  In  sonic  parts  of  Galicia 
you  cannot  imagine  the  terrible  poverty  which  exists 
where  people  light,  not  for  a  crust,  but  for  a  crumb,  and 
where  the  people  are  often  debarred  from  earning  a  liveli¬ 
hood  by  social  ostracism,  which  may  lie  even  worse  than 
political  disabilities. 

This  life  does  not  weigh  on  heads  of  families  only,  but 
on  everybody  in  these  countries  where  these  unfortunate 
people  arc  hemmed  in  from  every  side.  Their  outlook 
on  life  is  without  hope  of  improvement.  If  then,  a  man 
comes  with  gold  which  means  untold  riches  not  to  one, 
but  to  all  the  members  of  a  family,  am  you  wonder  that 
a  girl  is  entrapped,  that  she  accepts  a  dowry  even  though 
she  may  be  told  (hat  it  is  a  prelude  to  shame  ?  They  will 
not  believe  that  to  her  it  is  salvation,  escape  to  a  life  of 
hope,  of  the  enjoyment  of  these  things  denied  to  her,  but 
the  birthright  of  more  fortunate  girls ;  she  will  have 
enough  food,  fine  clothes,  amusement,  a  life  of  case  and 
pleasure.  Whatever  might  happen  is  sure  to  be  better 
than  the  misery  and  squalor  to  which  she  is  doomed  in 
her  home  in  that  part  of  the  world.  What  is  to  be  done? 
We  must  go  there  and  alleviate  the  misery  ;  that  is  the 
fust  attempt  to  solve  satisfactorily  the  problem.  It  is  for 
us  to  prevent  the  fall,  not  to  try  and  rescue  only  those 
who  have  fallen. 
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It  is  our  duty  to  go  to  them  before  they  are  mined, 
give  them  economic  assistance,  lift  them  out  of  despair, 
and  protect  them  by  religious  education.  We  must  not 
undermine  the  sanctity  of  the  Jewish  marriage  ;  on  the 
contrary,  we  must  strive  to  legalise  the  Jewish  marriages 
and  to  make  them  valid  in  other  countries.  I  feel  very 
keenly  and  strongly  on  this  point,  and  speak  of  my 
personal  experience  gained  during  thirty  years.  I  was 
connected  many  years  ago  on  this  subject  with  the  late 
Earl  of  Shaftesbury  and  Dr.  Lmvy,  of  whom  no  belter 
man,  no  warmer  heart,  no  more  sympathetic  soul  has 
ever  dealt  with  this  appalling  question.  1  was  young  at 
the  time,  but  I  think  we  did  our  best  to  stamp  it  out  in 
Koumania. 

The  real  point  is  this,  that  the  holiness  of  the  Jewish 
marriage  and  the  binding  chamcter  of  that  ceremony 
should  be  brought  home  to  the  parties  that  enter  upon  it 
;u*  a  tie  which  cannot  be  broken.  It  should  be  recognised 
by  the  various  Governments  as  of  equal  value  to  the  civil 
marriage,  so  that  the  transgressors  be  made  punishable  by 
law  of  the  land  in  the  same  manner  ;is  those  who  trans¬ 
gressed  the  civil  or  State  marriage. 

Let  the  man  know  when  he  comes  with  a  wife  from 
Russia,  and  h;is  been  properly  married  there  according  to 
the  Jewish  law,  that  he  would  be  visited  in  case  of  bigamy 
or  worse  transgressions  with  the  heaviest  penalties,  even  if 
it  were  twenty  years’  penal  servitude.  I^et  the  people 
thoroughly  understand  that  it  is  for  the  honour  of  the 
race  to  keep  faithfully  to  the  old  and  true  traditions.  If 
we  can  give  them  moral  education,  self-respect,  economic 
;issistancc,  if  we  can  help  to  safeguard  the  sanctity  of  the 
Jewish  law,  the  sanctity  of  the  marriage  contract,  the 
honour  of  the  matron,  the  purity  of  our  family  life,  then 
this  Conference  will  have  done  something  to  mitigate  the 
evils  it  has  come  to  discuss. 
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Da vax  M.  HYAMSON  (London)  :  Mr.  Chairman, 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen — As  senior  member  of  the  Beth 
Din,  I  should  in  the  first  place  like  emphatically  to  pay  a 
deserved  tribute  to  the  noble  and  excellent  work  which 
the  Jewish  Association  for  the  Protection  of  Women  and 
Girls  is  doing.  The  Beth  Din  has  intimate  knowledge  of 
this  work,  and  stands  in  close  relation  to  it.  Whenever 
applicants  come  to  the  Beth  Din  with  biles  of  terrible 
wrongs,  we  frequently  find  it  most  useful  to  Gill  in  the 
assistance  of  your  Association.  And  again  in  milder 
cases,  where  moral  influence  is  likely  to  prove  cfliGicious 
your  xealous  and  energetic  officials  have  applied  to  us, 
and  we  arc  always  glad  to  help  them  in  their  human  and 
truly  religious  and  God-like  work. 

The  subjects  reviewed  by  this  Conference  are  indeed 
very  wide  in  extent  and  importance.  Dr.  G aster  h;is 
taken  a  comprehensive  survey  of  the  situation,  but  he 
will  forgive  me  if  I  agree  with  Mr.  Moro  that  discussion 
will  only  be  profitable  if  each  of  us  who  takes  part,  will 
limit  his  remarks  to  facts  that  have  come  under  his 
personal  observation  and  gives  the  ripe  fruits  of  his  own 
experience. 

I  shall  therefore  confine  myself  to  a  small  portion  of 
this  morning's  topic  on  which  1  may  claim  to  have 
some  knowledge — the  subject  of  illegal  marriages  and 
divorces. 

The  order  should,  1  suggest,  have  been  reversed.  The 
two  are  not  separate  or  independent  but  closely  connected. 

And  the  first  topic,  illegal  marri.ige,  is  dependent  on 
and  arises  out  of  the  second,  illegal  divorces.  Many 
years  ago,  this  was  not  so.  ‘’Stifle  Chasunos"  were  at 
one  period  very  common,  owing  to  the  high  marriage 
fees  that  were  beyond  the  means  of  poor  people.  But 
with  the  lowering  of  the  charges  one  class  of  this  great 
evil  has  practically  disappeared.  The  number  of  “Stifle 
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Chasunos”  celebrated  through  heedlessness  or  thought¬ 
lessness  or  ignorance  is  quite  insignificant.  We  come 
across  such  cases  even  now  at  Beth  Din,  but  very 
sporadically  and  very  rarely. 

This  unfortunately  cannot  be  said  of  the  “  Stillc 
Chasunos”  which  arc  the  direct  consequence  of  illegal 
“  Gitlin.”  These  arc  considerable  in  number  and  they 
have  frequently  mast  painful  results.  Clandestine 
marriages  result  in  wife  desertion.  A  man  can  do  as  he 
likes  when  married  by  “  Stillc  Chuppa.”  He  can  desert 
a  woman  after  a  week  or  a  night  or  two  nights,  and  wife 
desertion,  I  am  assured  by  visitors  among  the  poor,  does 
in  many  cases  lead  to  prostitution.  Of  this  I  have  no 
personal  knowledge,  but  Miss  Hannah  Hyani  has  told 
me  of  cases  within  her  personal  knowledge.  But  I  am 
brought  into  contact  with  the  minor  evils  of  “Slille 
Chasunos"  that  follow  illegal  “Giltin." 

Permit  me  to  give  you  a  typical  instance. 

A  woman  applies  to  the  Beth  Din  and  complains  that 
her  husband  hits  left  her  and  does  not  maintain  her. 
The  following  dialogue  ensues.  The  preliminary  question 
is,  “Where  were  you  married?  Reply,  “In  London.** 
“In  what  Synagogue?”  “In  no  Synagogue."  “Why 
not  ?  **  “Oh,  1  had  a  1  Still  Chuppa.’  **  “  Why  so  ?  ” 

'•  My  husband  was  already  married.**  “  If  he  wsis  already 
married,  why  did  you  marry  him  knowing  of  his  former 
tic?"  “Oh,  he  had  a  ‘Get.’"  “Who  gave  him  the 
‘Get’?"  "So-and-so  in  Lucas  Street  or  Grove  Street.” 
Well,  of  course,  as  the  woman  was  in  fact  not  legally 
married  according  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  she  had 
absolutely  no  redress.  The  Beth  Din  was  unable  to  help 
her.  Nor  could  we  refer  her  to  the  magistrates  who 
usually  arc  only  too  glad  to  assist  the  Beth  Din  and 
uphold  Us  decisions,  especially  in  cases  of  wife  desertion. 

The  first  cases  of  this  nature  that  came  under  my 
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notice  nearly  eight  years  ago,  when  I  was  first  appointed 
Dayan,  filled  me  with  grief  and  indignation.  1  inter¬ 
viewed  the  man  who  called  himself  Rabbi  and  issued 
illegal  “Gel  ”  for  a  few  pounds.  1  appealed  to  him  to  desist 
from  the  practice.  Hut  the  appeal  proved  unavailing.  I 
hinted  that  the  arm  of  the  Law  might  l>c  long  enough 
and  strong  enough  to  slop  him;  lie  replied  calmly  that 
lie  knew  the  giving  of  a  “Get "was  not  a  punishable 
offence.  Unfortunately  that  is  so,  and  the  following  arc 
the  consequences.  Foreign  Rabbis  attached  to  Chevras 
or  Synagogues  sometimes  give  “Get"  because  this  is 
permitted  in  their  own  country.  But  if  one  has  a  moral 
hold  on  them  one  can  point  out  to  them  that  a  “Get” 
given  by  them  here  is  out  of  harmony  with  the  Law  of 
the  country,  that  it  is  not  recognised  by  the  Law  of 
England  as  a  dissolution  of  the  marriage  bond,  and  the 
results,  especially  to  the  woman,  will  prove  dis:istrous  and 
cause  misery.  Persuasions  are,  however,  thrown  away  on 
those  who  call  themselves  Rabbis  and  arc  unattached  to 
a  Congregation,  and  who  derive  a  disgraceful  income  out 
of  these  illegal  “Giltin."  The  law  at  present  cannot 
touch  them  and  they  know  it.  May  I  be  permitted  to 
say  that  perhaps  one  cause  of  the  evil  is  the  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  the  principles  of  the  law  of  Divorce  in  this 
country.  It  is  out  of  harmony  with  the  law  of  North 
Europe.  It  is  not  uniform  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom.  Nor  does  it  represent  the  unanimous  public 
opinion  of  England.  Marriage  is  regarded  by  High 
Church  as  absolutely  indissoluble  sacrament,  and  otheis 
regard  it  as  a  contract  terminable  in  one  of  several  events 
like  other  civil  contracts. 

Which  view  is  correct  is  debatable.  From  my  ex¬ 
perience  at  the  Beth  Din  of  unhappy  marriages  among 
the  poor,  and  sometimes  among  the  middle  classes,  1 
should  be  inclined  to  say,  though  with  considerable 
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diffidence  and  not  authoritatively,  but  as  a  personal 
conclusion,  that  mutual  and  deliberate  consent  of  both 
parties,  together  with  provisions  for  safeguarding  the 
interests  of  the  children  might  be  accepted  as  a  ground 
for  releasing  two  people  from  a  tie  that  had  become  not 
only  irksome,  but  absolutely  intolerable  and  impossible. 
A  forced  union  under  such  circumstances  is  a  travesty,  a 
mockery  of  marriage.  The  emancipation  from  such  a  galling 
yoke  would  not  only  be  in  accordance  with  the  views  of 
the  great  English  poet  John  Milton,  but  would  also  bring 
English  practice  into  line  with  that  of  France,  Germany, 
Austria  and  Russia.  And  this  would  be  especially 
a  gain  to  our  co-religionists  from  abroad.  The  tendency 
of  law  should  be  to  uniformity.  Many  of  the  difficulties 
and  confusions  and  perplexities  arise  from  having  different 
standards  here  and  abroad.  If  this  were  a  Conference  of 
lawyers,  I  could  adduce  many  ]x>ints  in  which  the  present 
law  is  defective  and  works  injustice. 

There  is  one  point,  however,  that  touches  us  here 
closely.  We  should  endeavour  to  secure,  as  the  Chief 
Rabbi  and  the  Haham  have,  that  the  English  law  should 
take  cognizance  of  the  religious  dissolution  of  the 
marriage  bond  as  it  already  takes  cognizance  of  the 
formation  of  the  marriage  bond. 

One  can  get  married  civilly  here  at  the  Registry  Office, 
or  religiously  with  Kesuba  after  giving  due  notice  at  the 
Registrar’s.  The  second  is  the  mode  adopted  by  con¬ 
forming  Jews.  The  advantage  is  that  the  Ecclesiastical 
Heads  of  the  Community  arc  responsible  for  the 
regularity  of  Jewish  marriages,  and  before  they  issue 
their  authorisations  see  to  it  that  there  is  no  impediment, 
civil  or  religious. 

It  seems  to  me  that  in  regard  to  dissolutions  of 
marriages  similar  relations  might  be  established  between 
the  Slate  and  the  Ecclesiastical  Heads  of  the  Community, 


and  that  the  giving  of  “Get"  by  unauthorised  persons 
should  be  rendered  a  punishable  offence.  Unless  this  is 
done,  the  evils  that  arise  from  illegal  “  Get  "  will  continue 
unchecked.  We  can,  as  1  have  said,  exercise  control 
over  foreign  Rabbis  who  are  connected  with  organised 
bodies  with  Chevrns  or  Synagogues.  But  we  arc  power¬ 
less  in  the  case  of  those  who  are  not  officials.  The 
immunity  with  which  they  give  “Get"  for  a  few  pounds 
to  all  and  sundry,  causes  an  enormous  amount  of  irre¬ 
parable  mischief  and  misery,  which  will  never  be  checked 
till  we  obtain  legislative  power  to  stamp  out  the  evil. 

Mr.  H.  LANDAU  (London):  The  problem  of  the 
White  Slave  Traffic  is  not  to  be  solved  by  palliatives,  by 
action  against  procurers,  or  by  any  moral  influences 
which  can  be  brought  to  bear  upon  their  victims.  Useful 
and  welcome  though  such  measures  must  be,  they  are 
insufficient  in  themselves  because  they  do  not  strike  at 
the  root  of  the  whole  evil,  because  they  deal  not  with  its 
causes,  but  simply  with  its  results.  What,  after  all,  is  the 
preponderating  motive  which  drives  women  to  prosti¬ 
tution  ?  When  every  allowance  has  been  made  for  the 
weaknesses  of  human  nature,  for  the  temptations  to  which 
young  women  are  exposed,  and  for  the  hopeless  position 
of  women  who  adopt  the  calling  of  a  prostitute  by  re:u>on 
of  natural  depravity,  it  will  still  be  found  that  the  large 
majority  of  women  are  forced  upon  the  streets  by  sheer 
necessity.  Consider  the  position  of  poor  Jewish  girls  in 
Eastern  and  South-Eastern  Europe.  The  most  wretched 
poverty,  with  its  inevitable  accompaniment  of  hopeless¬ 
ness,  surrounds  them  from  their  earliest  years;  and  they 
attain  womanhood  without  any  prospect  of  better  days. 
To  marry — supposing  they  could  find  a  working  man 
ready  to  marry  them  without  dowry — is  only  to  per¬ 
petuate,  probably  in  a  more  acute  form,  the  sordid 
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miseries  of  their  parents'  homes ;  not  to  marry  is 
to  continue  in  a  groove  which,  year  in,  year  out, 
wears  out  body  and  mind  without  giving  them 
independence.  Under  such  conditions,  in  such  sur¬ 
roundings,  how  can  one  reasonably  expect  that  moral 
influences  should  lake  root  ?  Is  it  not  natural  that,  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  the  hopelessness  and  the  misery  of  their 
condition  should  grow  to  moral  indifference  when  ex¬ 
posed  to  temptation  ?  And  this  is  precisely  what  happens. 
In  Eastern  and  South-Esistern  Europe,  and  even  else¬ 
where,  it  is  poverty,  not  depravity,  which  places  young 
women  within  the  clutch  of  the  procurers.  This  is  the 
point  at  which  reform  must  begin.  It  is  just  this  point 
which  has  been  so  persistently  passed  by  in  the  remedial 
measures  already  proposed. 

By  some  practical  method  to  insure  poor  girls  against 
utter  destitution  when  they  become  marriageable  and  by 
some  practical  method  to  make  marriage  desirable  and 
possible — these  are  the  two  expedients  l  would  urge  if 
causes  rather  than  results  are  to  be  combatted. 

There  is  nothing  new  in  my  proposal,  and  there  is 
nothing  in  it  that  is  unfeasible  in  practice.  In  London 
and  elsewhere  organisations  already  exist,  on  a  very  small 
scale  however,  for  the  provision  of  dowries  for  poor  girls, 
and  the  activity  of  these  organisations  has  had  a  marked 
success  within  their  limited  area.  It  does  not  matter  how 
small  a  sum  is  placed  to  the  credit  of  a  working-girl  at 
her  birth.  You  have  there  a  nucleus  around  which  cluster 
not  only  the  prospects  of  belter  material  conditions,  but 
a  definite  hope  for  the  future,  self-respect,  thrift,  and  that 
sense  of  pride,  which,  however  pretty  it  may  appear  to 
more  cultivated  or  more  afllucnt  persons,  is  a  pillar  of 
strength  and  of  safety  to  the  girl  who  would  otherwise  be 
absolutely  destitute  and  without  hope.  Further  you  have 
there  a  clear  inducement  for  the  working-man,  who  is  not 


io6 

generally  of  a  saving  disposition,  to  marry  and  set  up 
house.  Once  you  give  this  nucleus  of  a  dowry  to  a  poor 
man's  child,  however  poor  that  man  may  be,  lie  will 
steadily  add  his  savings  to  (he  original  capital,  and  the 
girl  will,  little  by  little,  help  to  increase  the  store  from  her 
own  earnings.  The  important  thing  is  that  the  organis¬ 
ation  should  exist,  and  that  it  should  be  sufficiently  wide 
in  its  application. 

1  propose,  therefore,  to  take  advantage  of  the  presence 
here  of  such  distinguished  representatives  from  various 
countries  in  order  to  induce  them  to  use  (heir  influence 
in  their  respective  communities  to  encourage  (he  establish¬ 
ment  of  these  marriage  portion  societies,  and  that  one  of 
the  rules  should  be  that  every  Jewish  girl  born  should,  on 
the  application  of  her  parents,  be  credited  with  the  amount 
of  £i  or  its  equivalent — in  fact  the  savings  bank  account 
should  be  opened  for  each  such  child  which  could  not  be 
withdrawn  except  on  her  marriage.  I  would  urge  that  a 
small  Committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  such  rules  and 
regulations  sis  would  bring  this  scheme  within  the  bounds 
of  practical  possibility.  I  think  1  have  made  it  clear  that 
what  I  contemplate  is  a  subsidised  exchequer,  which 
should  act  as  the  basis  for  a  voluntary  system.  It  is  not 
unreasonable  to  expect  that  a  sum  of  £i  deposited  by  the 
Trust  at  a  girl's  birth,  should  by  the  time  she  becomes 
marriageable,  have  swelled  to  £15  or  £20 — a  very  hand¬ 
some  dowry  in  Russia  or  Roumania.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
the  experiment  has  succeeded  so  well  on  a  small  scale 
that  there  is  every  inducement  to  attempt  an  experiment 
on  a  larger  scale  for  the  attainment  of  more  far-reaching 
objects.  And  I  would  only  make  this  preliminary  sug¬ 
gestion,  that  the  organisation  of  the  Trust  should  be  on 
the  natural  lines  of  nationality,  the  finances  of  each 
country  being  controlled  from  a  Central  Bureau  within  it. 

My  proposal  is,  I  am  aware,  large  and  ambitious,  but  it 


107 

is  not,  1  fully  believe,  outside  the  hounds  of  practical 
possibility.  At  any  rale,  the  old  expedients  have  proved 
unavailing,  and  if  we  are  to  deal  adequately  with  this 
hideous  blot  on  our  civilisation,  we  must  be  prepared  to 
act  with  energy  and  thoroughness.  We  cannot  shut  our 
eyes  to  the  existence  of  the  evil,  and  we  should  not  shut 
our  eyes  to  the  causes  which  lie  behind  it.  As  a  Jew,  1 
resent  most  emphatically  the  presumption  that  our  women, 
known  throughout  history  as  chaste  and  gentle,  are 
morally  decadent.  I  resent  the  presumption  because  1 
know  the  circumstances  of  their  lives  and  the  temptations 
of  their  surroundings,  and  again  I  urge  that  we  should  go 
to  the  source  of  the  evil  if  we  would  attain  our  ends. 

From  my  knowledge  of  the  working  classes,  few  un¬ 
married  workmen  can  or  do  save  money,  though  earning 
sufficient  to  support  a  wife  they  cannot  for  a  variety  of 
reasons  save  a  sufficiently  substantial  sum  to  furnish  a 
decent  home,  should  they  wish  to  marry  a  poor  girl. 
Much  more  often  is  it  the  case  with  girls  who,  by  their 
own  labours,  manage  to  save  up  what  is  called  a  dowry, 
but,  alas,  too  often  at  the  expense  of  their  health. 

Mw.  B.  S.  STRAUSS  (London),  said  that  be  agreed 
with  previous  speakers  that  more  ought  to  be  done  to  try 
and  check  this  terrible  evil,  and,  if  possible,  to  kill  it  at 
its  birth.  It  was  known  that  the  trade  existed  as  an 
organised  trade,  horrible  as  it  was.  He  suggested  that  the 
tendency  of  the  present  day  to  bow  down  to  wealth,  no 
matter  how  obtained,  ought  to  be  checked.  Jew's  and 
others  arc  equally  guilty  in  this  respect.  He  was  afraid 
that  Jew's,  not  only  in  this  country,  but  in  other  countries, 
were  rather  frightened  of  entering  into  questions  of 
legality  when  they  thought  it  interfered  with  9ome  written 
or  unwritten  law  that  was  purely  of  a  religious  chanicter. 
He  was  very  pleased  that  the  Chief  Rabbi  had  sufficient 


courage  to  go  and  give  evidence  before  the  Divorce 
Commission  which  was  now  sitting  in  London.  He  was 
sure  that  evidence  would  be  of  the  utmost  value  to  the 
question  now  being  dealt  with  at  the  Conference.  He 
continued  : — 

1  hope  that  many  of  those  present  will  help  this  cause 
by  not  using  the  argument  that  is  sometimes  used,  viz., 
that  a  holy  marriage  is  more  important  than  a  legal 
marriage.  1  want  it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  we 
must  insist  upon  the  Jewish  community  in  this  country 
carrying  out  the  law  of  the  land  in  which  we  live. 

The  HAHAM  (interrupting):  So  long  as  it  is  not 
contrary  to  the  law  of  God. 

Mr.  STRAUSS  :  If  it  is  contrary  to  the  law  of  God  it  is 
our  boon  den  duty  to  endeavour  to  get  that  law  altered. 

Mr.  Strauss  went  on  to  say  something  about  wicked 
Rabbis  of  the  worst  type,  but  the  Hahatn  appealed  to  the 
Chairman  to  ask  the  speaker  to  withdraw  that  remark. 

Mr.  Strauss,  continuing,  said  he  would  withdraw  any¬ 
thing  whicii  hurt  his  friend’s  feelings,  but  they  knew  cases 
of  men  who  were  using  religious  rites  for  the  purpose  of 
discrediting  their  co-religionists  in  various  parts  of  the 
world. 

You  would  be  the  first  to  agree  with  me  if  you  knew 
some  of  the  cases  I  refer  to.  I  wish  to  express  my 
personal  thanks  and  gratitude  to  the  Chief  Rabbi  for  his 
coining  forward  and  giving  his  valuable  evidence  before 
the  Divorce  Committee.  The  Board  of  Deputies  is 
attending  to  this  matter  of  marriage  laws  as  Jews  and 
citizens.  You  may  rest  assured  that  no  stone  will  be  left 
unturned  by  the  Board  of  Deputies  to  sec  that  the  law  of 
the  laud  and  the  law  of  God  is  not  discredited  and 
interfered  with  by  future  legislation.  I  thank  you  for 
your  kindness  and  attention. 


Mu.  S.  COHEN  (London):  1  only  intend  to  detain 
you  a  few  moments  so  that  we  might  come  back  to  the 
subject  for  this  morning's  discussion.  Wc  have  l\rst  to 
consider  how  far  the  lack  of  responsibility  of  the  parents 
is  one  of  the  sources  of  the  traffic.  In  the  course  of  my 
investigations  recently  as  to  immorality  among  school- 
children  and  girls  who  have  just  left  school,  what 
struck  me  as  so  remarkable  was  that  the  parents 
knew  little  or  nothing  of  the  lives  of  their  children. 
They  went  out  early  in  the  morning,  and  the  parents 
never  saw  them  again,  perhaps,  till  becl-time.  The 
children  were  left  to  run  wild  in  the  streets,  to  mix 
with  all  sorts  of  undesirable  people,  and  naturally  got  an 
insight  into  immoral  life.  The  question  to  consider  is 
how  to  get  the  parents  of  these  children  to  take  a  greater 
interest  in  them,  to  look  after  their  moral  training  and 
welfare  so  that  they  shall  not  gel  into  the  hands  of  the 
evil  people  with  whom  they  come  in  contact. 

Dr.  Adler,  Dr.  G aster  and  Dayan  Hyamson  have  spoken 
on  the  matter  of  marriages  and  divorces. 

Many  cases  have  come  under  my  observation  during 
the  last  six  years  of  girls  who  have  been  led  astray  by 
looking  upon  the  “  Kesubah”  of  the  “  Stille  Chupe  ”  as 
a  legal  document,  and  one  man  will  make  use  of  such  a 
“  Kcsuba”  with  different  girls  for  his  nefarious  purposes. 
1  was  at  Southampton  a  few  weeks  ago  watching  a 
steamer  which  was  to  sail  for  South  America,  and  there  I 
saw  a  Jewish  girl  sitting  in  the  comer  of  a  second-class 
cabin,  which  was  not  her  proper  place,  as  she  should  have 
been  in  the  steerage.  'Phis  made  me  suspicious,  and  1 
questioned  her.  1  asked  her  what  she  was  doing.  She 
was  going  to  South  America.  Was  she  married  ?  Yes, 
she  had  been  married  a  certain  number  of  months.  She 
was  going  over  to  join  a  sister.  I  thought  her  maimer 
unsatisfactory,  and  wsis  continuing  to  question  her  when 
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a  man  appeared,  producing  (he  “  Kesuhah/’  and  saying 
“This  is  my  wife,  here  is  ihe  Kesubah."  Unfortunately, 
“  Kesubahs”  can  be  bought  and  stamped  with  a  rubber 
stamp.  They  have  no  authorised  signature.  Is  it  right 
that  we  should  accept  a  “  Kesuhah  ”  which  has  not  been 
signed  by  a  Rabbi  or  by  some  one  with  authority  who  has 
solemnised  a  genuine  marriage  ?  As  it  stands  it  is 
difficult  for  us  to  know  whether  a  man  is  married  or  not 
married.  In  the  case  of  this  girl  on  the  South  American 
boat,  the  man  would  not  let  me  question  her  further,  but 
1  was  quite  satisfied  from  his  contradictory  answers  that 
he  was  trafficking  her.  Unfortunately,  the  existence  of 
the  “Kesubah”  prevented  me  from  giving  the  man  in 
charge  to  the  detective  whom  1  had  summoned.  As  it 
was  I  could  say  nothing  to  prove  my  suspicions,  and  the 
man  went  free.  This  shows  you  one  of  the  difficulties 
with  regard  to  (he  question  of  "  Stillc  Chuppa.” 

Then  there  is  the  question  of  deserted  wives.  Dr.  Adler 
has  alluded  to  it,  and  it  is  very  important.  When  a 
woman  who  has  been  deserted  by  her  husband  asks  me 
to  try  and  help  her  to  get  a  maintenance  order  or  some 
provision  for  the  children,  or  to  find  her  husband,  1  ask 
her  for  her  papers.  She  very  seldom  has  them.  I  f  she  has 
any  they  are  generally  worthless.  1  cannot  take  her 
before  the  magistrate,  although  he  would  be  only  too 
ready  to  help  her  if  I  could  produce  any  evidence.  We 
cannot  punish  the  man  or  get  her  a  maintenance  order. 
What  is  the  result  for  this  woman  7  She  tries  to  get 
work  to  maintain  herself  and  her  children,  but  how  many 
women  have  the  opportunity  of  getting  work.  She  may 
take  two  or  three  rooms,  and  live  with  her  children  in 
one  of  them.  What  does  she  care  who  lakes  the  other 
rooms  as  long  as  she  receives  money  for  them  ?  The 
consequence  in  many  cases  is  that  the  inmates  of  these 
other  rooms  imbue  the  children  with  ideas  of  immorality. 


There  is  also  the  question  of  the  "  Shadchan  "  who,  in 
my  opinion  and  from  my  experience,  is  often  a  source  of 
great  danger  to  girls,  and  who  is  often  the  accomplice  of 
the  trafficker. 

I  have  completed  the  time  allowed  me,  and  cannot 
therefore  speak  more  fully  now  upon  all  the  points  which 
come  into  this  morning's  discussion.  I  will,  however, 
submit  the  following  recommendations  for  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  Conference: — 

1.  That  it  is  desirable  to  bring  home  to  parents  and 
guardians  the  difficulties  and  daugers  which  surround 
nuirriagts  which  are  not  in  accordance  with  (he  laws 
of  the  land ,  mul  that  it  be  suggested  to  Rabbis  and 
others  holding  responsible  positions  in  the  Jewish 
Communities  to  discourage  their  coutiuuauce  to  the 
utmost  of  their  power. 

2.  That  leaflets  be  punted  in  Yiddish  and  other 
languages,  and  circulated  in  districts  inhabited  by  Jews , 
warning  them  against  such  marriages. 

3.  Tluit  parents  and  guardians  be  recommended 
always  to  make  strict  enquiries  concerning  the  young 
nun  who  propose  marriage  to  their  chiughters. 

4.  That  it  is  very  desirable  tluit  Rabbis  should 
requite  young  men  and  too  men  who  come  to  them  for  the 
perfornuince  of  marriage  and  who  have  been  born  in  a 
foreign  country,  to  protluce  evidence  that  there  is  no  legal 
impediuuut  to  the  proposed  marriage. 

5.  That  the  Committees  to  be  fornud  or  already  in 
existence  in  different  countries  should  seek  the  ^-operation 
of  Rabbis  and  others  to  waru  parents  agaiust  such 
"  Shadc/mus  ”  or  marriage  brokers,  whose  object  may  be 
only  to  nuike  money  and  who  arc  ofteu  the  accomplices  of 
the  traffukers. 

6.  That  the  Committees  be  recouuuemlcd  to  keep  a 
zvatchful  eye  on  all  mhx rtisenunts  concerning  young 


girts,  ami  l hot  they  use  every  possible  menus  to  induce 
parents  and  guardians  to  make  strict  enquiries  through 
the  Committees  when  marriage  or  situations  arc  offered 
to  their  daughters. 

7.  That  it  is  desirable  that  the  wanting  on  the 
illustration  of  the  Herman  National  Committee  aud 
"  Judische  Frauenbnnd  "  be  adopted  by  other  Committees, 
and  posted  iu  prominent  positions  in  all  Jewish 
Communities  as  far  as  possible. 

Dr.  A.  KAM1NKA  (Wikn):  Icli  will  mir  crlaubcu,  xu 
der  in  Rede  slehenden  Frage  dcr  geseuliehen  Kegelung 
der  Ehe,  namentlich  in  Galixien  eine  Bemerkung  xu 
mnclien.  Icli  mochte  die  Aufinerksamkeit  der  gechrten 
Vcrsammlung  daniuf  lenken,  dass  cs  sich  in  Galixien  und 
wahrscheinlich  cbenso  in  inanchen  anderen  osteurop&i- 
Hchen  Lfmdern  nicht  so  selir  handelt  uni  gute  Geselxe, 
sondern  uin  dereu  Ausfuhrung.  In  Galixien  besteht  der 
Schulxwang,  trolxdem  sind  10,000  Pcrsonen  jOdischer  und 
anderer  Konfessioncn  ohne  Scluilc,  weil  ebon  die  Vor- 
schriftcn  der  Behorde  und  des  Gesetxes  nicht  eingehalten 
werden.  Es  ist  wahrscheinlich,  dass  die  Gesctxe  in  Bexug 
auf  Ehe  und  Ehcscheidungcn  nicht  mit  der  genQgenden 
Strengc  nusgefuhrt  werden.  Icli  glaube  dalier,  dass  der 
Schwerpunkt  nicht  in  der  Gesctxgebung  so  sehr  liegl, 
als  viclmehr  in  der  Diirchffilirung  derselben.  Da 
ist  es  in  ersler  Reihe  geradc  die  sehr  einflussreiche  jfidi- 
sche  Orthodoxie.  Nun  will  icli  Ilmen  xwei  Schreiben 
vorlesen,  die  ich  von  orthodoxen  Rabbi ner  in  Galixien 
erlialten  babe  und  die  xeigen,  dass  die  orthodoxen  Rnbbi- 
ncr  sehr  gerne  bereit  sind,  sich  xu  betciligen  an  der  Bo- 
kampfung  des  Uebels.  Das  eine  Schreiben  ist  von 
cincm  Rabbincr,  dcr  xuglcich  Zionist  ist.  Dadurch  bin 
ich  gleicluseitig  in  der  Luge,  xu  wiederlegen,  was  gestern 
von  Frau  Lilicn,  viellcicht  unbewusst,  gesagt  worden  ist. 
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Herr  Rabbiner  Gedaljc  Schmelter  aus  Przeinysl  schreibt 
unter  anderem  :  “Sie  wfthlen  in  einer  Wunde,  an  welcher 
das  Herr,  eines  jeden  guten  und  ehrlichen  juden  blutet. 
Mag  auch  vieles  Abertrieben  sein,  was  uns  in  die  Schuhe 
geschobcn  wird — ist  ja  die  Welt  gcwohnt  Abcrall  den 
juden,  bcsonders  den  Ostjuden,  als  SQndenbock  hinzu- 
stellen — das  bischen  Wabrlieit  ist  aucli  tief  beschfttnend 
und  traurig.  Sollten  wir  doch  als  ein  heiliges  Volk 
bestreht  sein,  unset*  Schild  in  jedcr,  nainentlich  in  sittlicher 
Be/.iehung,  stets  rein  und  makellos  zu  erhaltcn.  Und  es 
gibt,  glaube  ich,  keinen  ehrlich  denkenden  Juden,  deni 
niclit  diese  Eiterbeule  am  judischen  Vollcskorper  tief  ins 
Her/  einschneidcn  sollte  und  dcr  niclit  bereit  wfire  an 
der  Ausrottung  dieses  Uebels  mitzuhelfcn.” 

Er  schlagt  vor,  eine  vertrauliche  Konferetir.  der  Ortho- 
doxen  und  Rabbiner  in  Galizien  einzuberufen,  um  Mittel 
und  Wege  zu  finden,  zur  Bekfunpfung  dieses  Uebels.  Der 
chassidisclie  Grossrabbiner  von  Czortkow,  Dr.  Friedmann 
schreibt,  dass  er  sich  nocli  niclit  klar  daruber  sei,  durch 
welch c  wirksame  Mittel  gegen  die  Madchenhandler  ge- 
kfimpft  werden  konne,  dass  er  aber  mit  alien  ilim  zu 
Gebote  stehenden  Mitteln  gerne  jede  von  der  Londoner 
Konfcrenz  ausgehendc  Anrcgungfc  um  gegen  dicsen  Ab- 
scliaum  der  Menschheit  anzukfunpfen,  fordern  werdc.  Ich 
empfehle  geradc  einen  Beschluss  liier  zu  hissen,  wonach 
die  Rabbiner  aufgefordet  werden,  sicli  zu  vereinigen  und 
zur  Wahrung  der  Ehre  dcs  Judcntums  dahin  zu  wirken, 
dass  die  Madchenhandler,  die  viellcicht  ftusserlich  zu 
iliren  Anhangern  gehbren,  ausgesclilossen  werden  aus 
iliren  Kreisen.  Ich  moclite  nocli  eine  Anregung  bezflg- 
licli  der  Legalisierung  der  Ehe  geben.  Ich  glaube  es 
wftrde  gut  sein  zu  beantragen,  dass  jedesnial  in  Galizien 
oder  in  anderen  Lfmdern,  wenn  sich  irgend  ein  Bewerber 
gemeldet  hat,  zur  Regcl  gcmacht  wird,  es  tnoge  ein  Auf- 
gebot  in  einein  judischen  Blatte  bekannt  gegeben  werden. 
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Es  konnte  vielleicht  ein  Organ  geschaffen  werden,  das 
gleichxeitig  and)  xur  Aufklarung  dienen  konnte. 

Bakon  Ai.kxandkk  GONZBUBG  :  Je  nc  crois  pas 
qu'on  puisne  accepter  dans  une  asscmbI6e  publique  de 
proposition  semblable  celle  du  Docteur  Kaminka,  parce 
que  nous  ne  pouvons  pas  accuser  toutc  une  secte  d’obs- 
curantisme.  Nous  devons  fains  appel  a  toutes  les  sectcs 
sans  exception.  D’ailleurs  la  proposition  en  question  nc 
rcntre  pas  dans  le  cadre  de  la  conference. 

MR.  MONTEFIORE  :  It  was  intended  by  our  recom¬ 
mendations  not  to  write  to  Rabbis  of  any  particular 
party,  but  to  Rabbis  in  general. 

Monsieur  PONTREMOL!  :  Mesdames,  Messieurs, 
—  Aprfcs  avoir  entendu  les  paroles  du  venerable  pasteur 
devant  leqtiel  nous  nous  inclinons  tous,  je  ne  me  serais 
pas  permis  de  prendre  la  parole  si  je  ne  tenais  fi  venir 
exprimer  l’opinion  du  Tribunal  rabbinique  de  Paris  sur 
le  sujet  qui  nous  occupe.  Aussi,  Messieurs,  comme  le 
temps  nous  pressc,  dois-je  me  borner  a  vous  lire  une  note 
£manant  de  ce  haut  tribunal,  qui  est  proposde  a  1'associa- 
tion  cultuelle  de  Paris  par  le  Grand-Rabbin  Dreyfus  et 
qui  sera  6vidcmment  tr6s  s£rieusement  appuy6e  par  les 
deliberations  que  vous  prendrex  ce  matin. 

Voici  ce  document  : 

“Coniine,  en  muticre  dc  mariagc,  toute  erreur  peut 
cntrainer  les  plus  graves,  les  plus  d£plorablcs  conse¬ 
quences,  il  faut  s’appliquer  a  pnjvenir  les  errcurs  possi¬ 
bles  pour  n’avoir  pas  nSpriiner  les  fautes,  delits  ou 
crimes  qui  peuvent  en  rcsultcr. 

“Ilya  done  lieu,  a  notre  avis,  de  donner  a  la  popu¬ 
lation  parisienne  etrangfcrc  toutes  les  indications  pou- 
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vant  I’aidcr  A  se  guider  A  travel's  les  multiples  dangers 
d’une  grande  ville  comme  Paris. 

"  La  premiere  de  ces  indications  devrait,  il  nous 
semble,  se  faire  sous  la  forme  de  publications  dans  les 
temples  et  oratoircs,  pour  prtvenir  cette  population 
parisienne  ttrungerc  d'avoir  A  s’adrcsser  pour  tout  ce 
qui  conceme  les  manages,  divorces,  pieces  d'ttat  civil, 
etc.,  au  siege  de  l’Association  cultuelle  consistoriale. 

"  On  parviendrait  probablement  a  cmptcher  de  cette 
fa^on  un  certain  nombre  de  manages  clandestins  et  on 
aiderait  a  feriner  une  porte  a  la  traite  des  blanches. 

"  11  cst,  en  effet,  incontestable,  a  de  trfcs  rares  excep¬ 
tions  prts,  que  les  manages  qui  se  contractent  en 
dehors  des  formes  ltgales  et  sans  que  les  inttresses 
aient  rccours  anx  bons  offices  de  l'Association  cultuelle 
consistoriale  ou  de  toute  autre  Association  cultuelle, 
rtgulitrement  constitute  en  vertu  de  la  Loi  du  9  dt- 
cembrc  1905  sur  la  Stparation  des  Ggliscs  et  de  l'Etat, 
ont  quclquc  chose  a  cacher  et  peuvent  constituer  des 
pifcges  que  des  hommes  sans  scnipules  tendent  avec  la 
complicity  de  families  indignes  A  des  jeunes  fillcs 
inexptrimenttes,  absolument  ignorantes  de  nos  mceurs 
et  de  notre  legislation. 

“Tout,  d’ailleurs,  indique  cc  caractfcre  frauduleux, 
car  les  mariages  clandestins  n’ont  pas  pour  cause, 
comme  on  pourrait  le  croirc,  leur  gratuity,  les  ctrtmo- 
nies  celebrecs  sous  le  mantcau  dc  la  cheminte,  qu'il 
s'agissc  dc  mariages  ou  dc  divorces,  itant  souvent 
payees  fort  cher  a  ceux  qui  consentent  A  y  presider. 

“  L'Association  cultuelle  consistoriale,  en  faisant  frt- 
quemment  ces  publications,  se  conformerait  au  devoir 
religieux  et  moral  le  plus  tlevt,  au  devoir  de  soliicitude 
et  de  protection  vis-a-vis  des  faiblcs  et  des  ignorants,  et 
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elle  contribuerait  assortment  a  enniycr  un  trafic  hon- 
teux  et  dtshonorant. 

“  On  pourrait,  au  besoin,  crter  un  comitc  charge  dc 
donner,  a  certains  jours  et  a  certain es  heures,  de  concert 
avec  le  bureau  du  Consistoire,  tous  les  renseigneinents 
dtsirts. 

“  Paris,  le  21  mars  1910. 

“  Pour  le  Tribunal  rabbi nique, 

"  Le  Grand- Rabbin  de  Paris , 

*  President ,  Le  Vice-President , 

11  Dreykus.  MoIse  Hkttkr.” 

Je  n'ai  rien  a  ajouter  a  ces  paroles  si  serieuses  et  qui 
viennent  de  si  hunt.  Je  voulais  siniplement  signaler  a 
votre  attention  qu’a  Paris  on  ne  perd  pas  de  vue  la 
reunion  de  ce  Congres  et  qu’on  prCtera  la  plus  grande 
attention  aux  decisions  que  vous  aurer.  prises. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  SALIS  DAICHES  (Sunderland)  : 
Before  I  deal  with  the  points  that  I  think  it  necessary  to 
mention,  as  a  representative  of  the  North  of  England,  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  the  White  Slave  Traffic  Is  entirely 
unknown  among  Jews  in  that  part  of  England.  What 
we  know  about  it  is  from  hearsay  only.  1  do  not  want 
to  say  that  the  state  of  morality  among  the  Jews  in  the 
North  is  much  better  than  in  the  Metropolis  or  the  South, 
but  that,  owing  probably  to  the  better  economic  condi- 
•tions  of  the  Jewish  Communities  in  the  North,  the  evil 
of  which  we  have  to  deplore  so  much  abroad  or  in  other 
parts  of  England,  is  entirely  non-existent  among  us. 
Now  it  seems  to  me  that  our  Council  responsible  for  the 
Programme  of  this  Conference  has  done  exceedingly 
well,  in  including  the  question  of  marriage  and  divorce. 
I  think  if  we  could  make  it  possible  for  marriage  to  be 
attainable  by  all  men  and  women,  the  White  Slave  Traffic 
would  not  be  known.  Twenty  or  thirty  years  ago,  in 


Eastern  Europe,  the  immorality  was  far  less  than  now 
(and  it  is  increasing)  and  the  subject  of  White  Slave  Traffic 
was  non-existent.  The  family  life  of  the  Jews  in  Russia 
was  the  purest  of  any  race,  and  you  ‘Anil  find  that  this 
purity  was  due  to  the  early  marriages.  Early  marriages 
were  necessary,  and  were  regarded  even  as  a  religious 
necessity,  with  the  consequent  rearing  of  families. 
As  to  the  responsibility  of  the  Shadchan  for  the 
White  Slave  Traffic,  1  feel  that  1  must  say  a  word 
in  his  favour,  that  is,  when  he  does  his  work 
legitimately.  Whatever  else  he  may  he,  he  is  a 
good  business  man,  and  he  fulfils  very  useful 
duties.  1  have  never  believed  that  so-called  romantic 
marriages  arc  any  better  or  more  busting  or  more  sincere 
than  those  arranged  by  the  Shadcluui,  whose  business  it 
is  to  make  thorough  inquiries.  Two  young  people  meet 
in  a  pUice  of  amusement  and  fall  in  love,  or  imagine  they 
do,  they  do  not  want  to  wait  for  inquiries,  they  are  willing 
to  marry  without,  and  it  is  a  chance  (unless  parents  or 
guardians  happen  to  know  something  about  the  con¬ 
tracting  parties)  whether  these  marriages  result  happily  or 
not  So  much  for  the  Shadchan. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  first  to  instil  self-respect  in 
men  and  women,  and  then  only  can  we  have  Jews  and 
Jewesses  able  to  resist  temptation  and  raise  themselves 
in  the  social  scale.  It  is  essential  that  we  should 
inspire  our  starving  boys  and  girls  with  pride  of  race, 
self-possession,  and  energy.  It  is  education  which 
will  stop  the  real  evil.  As  to  the  question  of  divorce, 
1  agree  with  our  Chief  Rabbi  and  Dayan  Hyamson. 
As  to  the  “  Get,”  it  is  all  in  favour  of  the  man. 
If  a  woman  wishes  to  divorce  him,  she  cannot  do  so 
without  his  consent,  he  can  abstain  or  leave  the  country. 
With  the  Jewish  “Get"  the  husband  is  master,  he  cm 
leave  her,  she  is  tied  to  him,  and  yet  he.  does  not 


support  her.  There  is  no  help  for  that  poor  woman,  and 
she  may  be  left  to  starvation  and  misery  for  the  rest  of 
her  life,  however  young  and  bright  her  prospects  ought 
to  be.  If  a  way  out  of  this  difficulty  could  be  found,  we 
should  at  the  same  time  be  able  to  remedy  a  great  hard¬ 
ship.  It  seems  essential  that  there  should  be  only  one 
central  authority  to  deal  with  the  question. 


Miss  AMERICAN  :  I  must  apologise  for  speaking  so 
often,  but  1  am  here  to  represent  the  point  of  view  of  the 
United  States,  and,  as  I  am  the  only  delegate  from  that 
part,  this  cannot  be  helped.  You  must  imagine  I  am 
some  one  else  ;  call  me  by  another  name  if  you  like. 

I  sympathise  with  what  the  Chief  Rabbi  has  said,  and 
in  my  home  the  highest  authorities  arc  working  on  that 
line  to  bring  home  to  people  that  they  must  obey  the  law 
of  the  land.  In  our  country  a  religious  marriage  is  not 
needed  at  all.  In  some  cities  you  aui  be  married  by  an 
alderman,  in  others  by  a  magistrate  or  a  notary.  It 
complicates  the  situation.  The  widest  possible  circulation 
should  be  given  to  the  injunction  that  the  laws  of  the 
country  must  be  obeyed.  Someone  has  said  “  absence 
makes  the  heart  grow  fonder — of  somo  one  else  1 "  And 
so  we  find  it.  Many  men  come  to  America  who  have 
married  in  Russia  and  leave  a  wife  and  family  there.  The 
wife  is  no  longer  young  and  grows  older  sooner  than  he 
docs  (as  in  those  countries  the  women  soon  age),  and  he 
prefers  to  find  a  younger  and  more  attractive  wife  in 
America  and  repudiate  his  former  union.  We  should 
combine  to  send  these  men  back  to  their  own  country, 
and  their  legal  wife  and  children. 

We  are  sending  back  several  such  men.  About  the 
responsibility  of  parents.  Don’t  forget  that  the  world 
to-day  is  in  a  transition  period.  Every  transition  period 
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in  the  world  is  a  period  of  adaptation  and  the  breaking 
down  of  the  old  sentiments.  There  is  more  love  of 
comfort  and  amusement.  As  to  the  poverty  in  Galicia 
being  one  of  the  causes  of  the  traffic,  in  the  hundreds  of 
cases  we  have  had  before  us,  we  have  found  the  Galician 
girls  as  good  as  any.  We  find  that  American  girls  born 
of  foreign  parents  very  often  go  astray.  The  first  genera¬ 
tion  is  bad,  and  the  second  generation  generally  rights 
itself.  The  irresponsibility  of  the  parents  is  largely  due 
to  the  effect  of  economic  causes.  The  young  people  can 
always  earn  as  much  as,  or  more  than  the  parents;  there¬ 
fore  they  arc  economically  independent  of  them,  and  will 
not  be  guided  by  them ;  they  contract  clandestine  marriages 
if  their  parents  do  not  approve  of  their  choice  of  a 
husband.  As  to  Mr.  Landau's  proposition,  l  fear  that  he 
would  only  increase  the  evil  which  he  seeks  to  lessen. 
Many  an  unscrupulous  man  would  be  tempted  by  this 
dowry  of  twenty  pounds  or  so.  Some  of  these  men 
would  return  from  America,  and  then  rc-emigrate  to 
again  be  free  to  contract  another  marriage  after  leaving 
the  girl  in  Europe,  having  first  profited  by  the  dowry,  or 
he  might  bring  her  to  America  and  traffic  her.  Informa¬ 
tion  must  be  very  actively  passed  backwards  and  forwards 
between  America  and  Europe  about  these  emigrants  and 
re-emigrants.  In  any  case  steps  must  be  taken  to  send 
the  panderer  back.  We  cannot  ignore  the  fact  that  the 
Shadchan  is  one  of  the  causes  of  the  evil,  although  there 
are  many  who  have  done  a  legitimate  and  useful  business. 
The  genuine  Shadchan  does  no  harm;  it  is  when  a  man 
pretends  to  be  a  Shadchan  as  a  cloak  for  a  more  sinister 
business.  The  Shadchan  being  an  institution  among  the 
Jews,  enables  a  bogus  Shadchan  to  secure  victims  who 
could  not  otherwise  be  reached.  You  cannot  change 
this  evil  by  ignoring  the  facts ;  if  we  recognise  them 
perhaps  we  can  do  some  good. 
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Gkheimkw  Sanitatskat  Dk.  MARETSKY :  Meine 
hochverehrten  Damcn  und  Hcrren  1  Nachdem  wir 
uns  gestern  die  Mittel  beschaft  haben  xur  Informa¬ 
tion  flber  dicsen  Gegenstand  und  nachdcm  wir  die 
Organisationsfrage  beendet  haben,  kommen  wir  heute 
xu  deni  Abschnitt  derjenigen  Mittel,  urn  das  Uebel  xu 
hindcrn  Oder  ganx  aus  der  Welt  xu  schafTen. 

Meine  Damen  und  Hcrren  I  Man  kann  alle  diejenigen 
Mittel,  wclclie  schon  vorgeschlagen  sind  und  noch  vor- 
geschlagen  werden,  subsummieren  unter  dem  nllgemeinen 
Begriff  der  Aufklftrung.  Es  wird  die  Aufgabe  dcs  Zentral- 
bftros  sein,  daraus  dasjcnige  xu  enlnehmen  was  ffir  die 
Aufklftrung  der  jftdischen  Bevolkerung  notwendig  is.t  und 
da  wird  es  gut  sein,  wenn  alles  dasjcnige,  was  vor- 
geschlagen  wird,  als  schfitxungswertes  Material  dem 
Zentralbrtro  flbergeben  werde.  Es  sind  a  her  nun  hier 
verschiedene  Ansichten  xu  Tage  gefdrdert  worden,  die 
meiner  Ansicht  nicht  unwidersprochen  weiter  gegeben 
werden  solien. 

Meine  Damen  und  Hcrren  1  Es  ist  hier  gesugt 
worden,  dass  wir  eine  Familie  sind,  cine  grosse  Familie 
sind,  und  Sie  wohl  tun  daran,  an  der  Tradition  festxu- 
halten.  Dieser  Anschauung  kann  ich  nicht  beipflichtcn. 
Sie  sind  mehr  odcr  weniger  in  der  Oeffentlichkeit  vor- 
handen  und  mfissen  alles  Tun  undTreiben  in  dcrOcffcnt- 
lichkeit  veranlworten  konnen.  Wir  durfen  weder  etwas 
bcschonigen  noch  verheimlichen  ;  wir  brauchen  die 
Oeffentlichkeit  nicht  xu  schcuen  und  mtissen  alles  in  der 
Oeffentlichkeit  vcrhandcln.  Es  ist  hier  die  Fragc  gc- 
streift  worden  als  eine  religiose  Frage. 

Meine  Damen  und  Herren  1  Es  ffillt  dcr  Konferenx 
nicht  ein,  aucli  nur  im  mindestem  religiose  Fragcn  xu 
berQhren.  Gerade  die  schlechten  Elemente  niitxen 
die  religiose  Anschauung  die  dort  herrschen  aus,  um 
unter  diesem  Dcckinantcl  ihr  Spiel  xu  treiben.  Dencn, 
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die  so  sprechen,  spreche  ich  jedes  religiose  Gefuhl  ab. 
Die  AusfQhrung  wurzelt  in  innerem  Wcrtc  und  dieses 
Geffihl  geht  ihnen  vollstiindig  ab.  Durum  gluube  ich  der 
Versammlung  schuldig  zu  sein,  dagegen  einige  Worte 
sprechen  zu  mfissen.  Ich  kann  die  Worte  des  chief 
Rabbi  warm  empfehlen.  Es  ist  nberflflssig  nochmals  auf 
idles  zurflckzukommen.  Wir  konnen  das  Mittel  nic 
abschaffen.  Solange  die  Welt  steht,  gibt  es  Elend.  Ich 
empfehle  auch  die  kleincrcn  Mitlcl  in  Erwftgung  zu  ziehen 
und  zu  dicscn  kleineren  Mitlcl  die  vorgeschlagcn  worden 
sind,  gehort  auch  die  leichtsinnigc  Hcirat. 

Meine  Damen  und  Herren  !  Wenn  cs  moglich  ist,  und 
die  Tatsnche  stoht  fest,  d;iss  auf  erkaufte  und  geffilschtc 
Papiere  hin  leicht  Heiraten  gescldosscn  vverden,  kann  da 
nicht  jeder  cine  daruus  folgen,  clsiss  es  urn  die  Moral 
schlecht  stehen  muss. 

Wir  mttssen  alles  damn  wenden,  um  die  Moral  in  der 
ticvolkerung  so  hoch  zu  bringen,  dass  sie  vor  oiler  Welt 
bestehen  kann. 

Nun  noch  zu  dem  Vorschlage,  einen  Mitgliedverein 
zu  schniTen,  dainit  die  Madchen  die  Mitlcl  bekomincn, 
dass  sie  heiraten  konnen.  Diesc  Vereine  giebt  es  in 
grosser  Zahl.  Was  wird  aber  die  Folge  sein  ?  Diese 
Manner,  die  die  Madchen  heiraten,  werden  auch  noch 
die  Mitgift  einsteckcn.  (Beifall.)  Ich  empfehle  noch  die 
Annahmc  der  Resolutioncn,  die  heute  vorgeschlagen 
worden  sind.  (Beifall.) 

Frau  Dr.  LI  LIEN  (Lkmhkrg)  :  Meine  Damen  und 
Herren  1  Es  sind  heute  so  vicle  klugc  und  gcistreiche 
Bemerkungcn  gemacht  worden  in  der  Angclegenheit,  die 
wir  heute  besprochcn  haben.  Nichtsdestoweniger  erlaube 
ich  mir,  noch  ciniges  dazu  zu  bemerken,  da  ich  die  Dinge 
von  sehr  nahe  anzuschen  Gelegenheit  habc.  Ich  will 
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hicr  insbesonderc  ein  Bei. spiel  anfflhren,  welches  die 
Sache  ganz  anschaulich  maclit. 

Vor  einigen  Wochcn  kam  ein  russischer  Jude  xu  mir 
und  bat  eindringlich,  doch  seine  Tochter  ausfindig  xu 
machen.  Er  xeigte  mir  einen  Brief,  atis  deni  hervorging, 
(Lass  das  Madchcn  verschachcrt  und  verkauft  worden  war. 
Er  kam  xu  mir,  weil  er  sichals  Russe  nicht  an  die  Behorde 
heranwagte.  Dcr  KTuifer  des  Madchens  wohnte  in  der 
russischen  Kolonie  in  Lemberg  und  kannte  alle  Ver- 
hfiltnissc.  Er  wollte  aucli  ein  nndcrcs  russischcs  Madchcn 
xur  Hcirat  bewegen.  Er  stelitc  sich  ihr  als  Landsmann 
vor  und  wollte  ihr  einen  Dicnst  vcrschafTcn,  wenn  sie  ihn 
heirate.  Das  Madchcn  war  mistmuisch  und  sagte,  sie 
kOnne  ihn  nicht  heiraten,  und  nun  vcrsuchtc  er  die 
Freunclin,  namlich  dieses  verschwundene  Madchcn,  xur 
Heirat  7.11  bewegen.  Diesc  sagte  ihm  und  hielt  ilun  vor, 
dass  er  ja  verheiratet  set  “  D.is  inacht  nichts,"  antwortetc 
er  ihr,  “ich  werdemich  schoidcn  lasscn  und  dan n  konnten 
wir  heiraten."  Dicse  Tatsachen  gaben  mir  alle  Mittel 
in  die  Hand,  um  den  Mann  xu  verfolgen  und  cs  ist  mir 
auch  moglich  geworden,  ihn  aurzufinden  und  xwar 
nebst  einem  Spicssgenosscn.  Dicse  Gcschichte  wirft  ein 
grelles  Licht  auf  die  schrecklichen  Folgcn  der  stillen 
Chuppe. 

Ich  glaube,  dass  die  Angelegcnheit,  die  wir  hicr  bc- 
sprochcn  haben,  schr  tief  in  unser  Volksleben  eingreift 
und  dass  sie  wichtig  genug  ist,  die  jftdischen  Rabbincr 
auch  mit  eingreifen  xu  lassen. 

Ich  weiss,  wo  ich  die  Verhfdtnissc  in  Galixien  gen  an 
kcunc,  welchen  Eindruck  es  machen  wflrde,  wenn  die 
Rabbincr  ein  Rundschreiben  verfassten  und  an  alle  gali- 
xischcn,  russischen  und  viclleicht  auch  in  andcren  Lan- 
dem  ansassigen  Rabbiner  senden  wOi*den  und  sie  auf- 
forderten,  keine  stille  Chuppe  xu  duldcn,  soudern  einxig 
und  allein  cine  rechtkrfiftige  Tfltigkeit  ausxunben.  Das 
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werden  sic  gewiss  genic  tun,  weil  das  auch  im  Interesse 
dcr  Bevo  Ike  rung  und  im  eigcnen  Interesse  licgt. 

FkAulbin  WERNER  (Hamburg):  Wir  sehen  in  dcr 
Mitgiftfrage  cine  Entwfirdigung  unseres  Geschlechlcs. 
Unsere  Madchcn  und  Fntuen  solicit  durch  die  Arbeit 
crlernen,  sich  ubcr  das  lilend  zu  erheben.  Dcr  eben  er- 
wahnle  Vorschlag  ist  kein  Mittel,  um  dent  Mftdchcnhandel 
zu  steuern  ;  die  Mftdchenhfindler  werden  die  Mitgift  der 
Frau  auch  noch  einstecken  und  das  arme  GeschOpf  wird 
nachher  firmer  sein  als  vorher.  Unsere  Vorsilzendc, 
Frfiuicin  Haekenslein,  bat  uns  in  dcr  letztcn  Sitxungeinen 
Brief  vorgelescn,  wonach  cine  Liga  gegrOndet  werden 
solle  gegen  die  Schadchane.  Wir  baben  auch  diesen 
Brief  zuruckgclegt,  weil  wir  in  der  Mitgiftfrage  einc  Sclifi- 
digung  der  Frau  linden.  Wir  halten  unserc  Zeit  heute 
noch  nicht  ffir  gekommen,  um  diese  Frage  anzuschneiden; 
die  beste  Mitgift  fur  die  jfidische  Friu,  fur  die  armen 
Madchcn  in  Galizien  ist  und  bleibt  ihre  Ausbildung  zur 
Arbeit.  (Lebhaftcr  Beifall.)  Wir  wollen  sie  beftihigen, 
daniit  sie  arbeitsfreudig  werden.  Die  beste  Mitgift  sei, 
sie  zu  erziehen,  dass  sie  ihren  Lebenszweck  erkennen,  die 
Lebcnsgeffihrtin  des  Mamies  zu  sein.  lhr  soli  als  WafTe 
dienen  konneu  die  Achtung  vor  der  Frau,  der  Mutter 
des  zukQnftigen  Geschlechtes.  (Lebhafter  anhaltender 
Beifall.) 

Baron  Alkxaxdrk  GONZBURG  :  A  van!  do  passer 
an  vote,  je  voudrais  vous  dire  deux  mots.  Je  tiens, 
en  cflfet,  a  faire  observer  qu’en  Russie  lc  manage  purement 
Israelite  fait  foi.  Lc  “  Kesubah  ”  cst  un  document  ofhciel, 
que  les  tribunaux  reconnaissent,  et  vous  ne  pouvez  pas 
demander  qu'on  ignore  ledit  document. 

El  puis,  je  vous  demandc  bicn  pardon,  tnais  je  dois  dire 
un  mot  en  faveur  du  “  Schadchan.”  C’est  une  institution 


qui  cxiste  ilepuis  des  sicclcs,  et  vous  ne  pouvez  pas  par 
une  resolution  du  Congrus  supp rimer  une  institution. 
Certes,  il  y  a  des  “Schadchan”  qui  ne  sont  pas  des 
"  Schadchan/’  mais  ceux-la  je  vous  les  abandonne  et  c'cst 
d’ailleurs  pour  nous  occuper  d’eux  que  nous  sommes 
rgunis  ici.  Mais  certains  sont  digues  dc  notre  respect. 

Justizrat  Dr.  BLAU  (Frankfort  a/M.)  :  Ich 
erlaube  mir  als  Jurist  ein  pjiar  Wortc  an  Sie  zu  rich  ten. 
Ein  deutschcr  Jude,  der  cine  deutsche  Jfidin  heiniten  will, 
muss  selbstverstfmdlich  fur  die  Eheschlicssung  die  Ge- 
setxe  des  deutschen  Staates  beobachten.  Da  ist  bei  uns 
Voraussetzu  ng,  dass  die  Personen,  die  heiraten  wollen, 
sich  beim  Standesamte  anzumeldcn  haben,  und  nach 
einer  bestiminten  /£eit  auf  den  Standes;unte  zu  erscheincn 
haben,  uni  vor  deni  Standesbcamten  und  zwei  2eugen  zu 
sagen,  dass  sie  sich  heiraten  wollen.  Dann  ist  die  Ehe 
damit  geschlossen,  d;iss  der  Standesbeamte  die  beiden 
Personen  ffir  rechtsgfiltig  zusammengeschlossen  erklart. 
Dies  gilt  sowohl  ffir  jeden  Juden  wie  fur  jeden  Christen. 

Aber  wir  Juden,  und  ich  bin  stolz  darauf  ein  Jude  zu 
sein,  lasscn  uns  ausser  dieser  standesamtlichen  Ehe  noch 
kirchlich  trauen.  Kein  Pabbiner  wird  aber  Personen 
trauen,  die  nicht  vorher  vom  Standesbcamten,  also  rechts- 
gftltig  getraut  sind. 

Ganz  anders  ist  natflrlich  die  Sache  in  anderen  Lftndern, 
zum  Bcispiel  in  Kussland.  Das  staatliclic  Gesctz  in 
Kussland  erkennt  die  kirchliche  Trauung  auch  als  rechts- 
kraftig  an,  sodass  oinc  Ehe,  die  nach  jtidischcm  Peclit 
geschlossen  ist,  ein  vollkommcn  gflltige  Ehe  ist  und  zwar 
nicht  bios  in  Russland,  sondern  auch  Tiberall  da,  wo  die 
betrcffenden  Ehcleutc  hinkomnien. 

Es  giebt  kein  Land,  dass  nicht  die  Bcstimmungen  des 
intcmationalen  Kechtes  nnerkennt.  FOr  die  Pechts- 
kraftigkeit  einer  Ehe  gilt  das  Land,  wo  die  Ehe  ge- 
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schlossen  ist.  Wic  die  Sachc  in  Galizicn  steht,  weiss  ich 
nicht.  Das  aher  steht  test,  wenn  cin  russischcs  Mfidchen 
komint  und  zeigt  einen  amtlichen  Schcin  vor,  wonach  sie 
verheiratet  ist,  so  gilt  das  unter  alien  UinstAndcn  und  kein 
Polizcibeamter  Oder  Richter  der  Welt  knnn  sagen,  dass 
dieses  Madchen  nicht  vichtig  verheiratet  ist. 

Ganz  anders  ist  die  Frage  der  Eheschcidung.  Ich  will 
dicse  Sadie  allerdings  in  dein  Augenblicke  nicht  an- 
schneiden  ;  es  wird  sich  viellcicht  noch  im  Laufe  der 
Verhandlungen  dazu  die  Gclegenheit  geben. 


The  first  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

The  second  resolution  was  also  carried  unanimously, 
and  Miss  American  recommended  that  the  leaflet  should 
be  so  worded  as  to  make  its  meaning  quite  plain  to  the 
girls. 

The  third  resolution  was  also  carried  unanimously. 

Resolution  4.  For  the  proposal,  40.  Carried. 

Resolution  5.  do.  do. 

Resolution  6.  do.  do. 

Resolution  7.  do.  do. 


MR.  MONTE  FIORE  :  Motor  cars  will  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  visiting  delegates,  starting  between  ten 
and  eleven  on  Friday  morning  next,  in  case  they  wish  to 
visit  any  place  of  interest  in  I^ondon. 
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AFTERNOON  8E88ION. 

Wednesday,  April  6th,  1910. 

Mr.  MONTEFIORE:  I  will  call  upon  Professor 
Simons,  of  Utrecht,  to  take  the  Chair  for  this  afternoon’s 
proceedings,  when  we  have  to  deal  with  the  following 
question  : 

“  What  means  oan  bo  adopted  to  arouse  Jewish  publlo 
opinion  against  the  Trafflo,  and  to  stimulate 
interest  among  those  who  may  be  at  present 
ignorant  or  apathotlo?  ” 

M.  lb  Profksskur  SIMONS:  Mesdames,  Messieurs, 
— Je  sens  tout  l'honneur  que  vous  m'avez  fait  en  m'ap- 
pelant  ft  cette  Pr<5sidence,  mais  e'est  un  honneur  qui 
in’inspire  quelque  inquietude,  car  je  ne  sais  pas  si  je 
pourrai  remplir  ma  tftche  de  fa^on  satisfaisante.  Et  si  je 
ne  m'exprime  pas  dans  la  langue  anglaise,  e'est  par  respect 
pour  cette  langue.  Je  choisirai  done  soit  la  langue 
fran^aise,  soit  la  langue  allemnnde. 

Nous  avons  ft  traiter  cet  apr6s-midi  la  quatrifcme  ques¬ 
tion  :  "  Moyens  de  provoquer  l’opinion  publique  isradlite 
contre  la  traite  et  d'animer  i’intdrdt  de  ceux  qui  sont 
aujourd'hui  soit  ignorants,  soit  indifWrents." 

La  parole  est  a  Lady  Battersea. 

The  LADY  BATTERSEA  (London)  :  Mr.  Chairman, 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen — 1  do  not  feel  that  1  ought 
to  take  but  a  very  few  moments  of  your  time, 
when  1  see  so  many  experts  around  me  who  can 
and  will  give  you  valuable  information  and  advice, 
but  as  one  of  the  first  organisers  of  Rescue  Work  in 
the  Jewish  Community,  I  trust  that  I  may  be  allowed 


to  say  n  word  upon  the  important  subject  under  dis¬ 
cussion  this  afternoon.  For  the  White  Slave  Traffic  is 
a  further  development  of  the  evil  that  twenty-five  yean* 
ago  we  were  led  to  consider.  At  that  time  we  merely 
endeavoured  to  place  a  house  of  shelter  within  the  reach 
of  those  who  were  friendless  and  had  been  wounded  in 
the  battle  of  life,  and  who  often  were  more  sinned  against 
than  sinning.  For  some  years  we  did  not  think  of 
attacking  the  root  of  the  evil — we  were  women  alone, 
working  for  women,  without  the  much-valued  help  of  the 
men  of  our  community.  But  as  our  work  developed  and 
grew  in  all  directions  we  were  brought  face  to  face  with 
the  facts  of  the  White  Slave  Traffic. 

Once  learned,  these  cannot  be  forgotten,  as  all  know 
who  have  ever  been  ;issociated  with  this  work. 

It  did  not  take  us  long  to  recognise  that  the  evil  we 
were  about  to  attack  was  undermining  the  bodily  and  the 
spiritual  health  of  its  victims  ;  tapping  the  source  of  life 
itself. 

We  knew,  or  rather  we  were  not  left  in  ignorance  that 
amongst  the  Jewish  people  were  to  be  found  the  trans¬ 
gressors  of  both  sexes  and  their  victims.  Jewish  men, 
to  their  honour  be  it  said,  came  valiantly  to  the  help  of 
their  Jewish  sisters. 

For  more  than  twenty  years  a  quiet,  unostentatious 
work  has  been  carried  on,  by  men  and  women — work  of 
prevention  and  of  rescue,  also  one  of  a  punitive  character. 
But  now  the  moment  has  arrived,  when  the  workers  know 
and  feel  that  there  are  many  others  who  should  share 
their  knowledge  of  this  evil  and  of  its  far  spreading 
effects.  They  arc  anxious  to  arouse  a  wider  Jewish  public 
opinion  in  this  matter.  They  arc  willing  to  acknowledge 
that  the  Jewish  race  is  not  free,  any  more  than  other 
nations  or  other  races  are  free  from  this  curse.  They 
know  that  there  are  Jewish  men  and  women — to  their 


shame  be  it  said — engaged  in  this  traffic,  and  that  there 
are  Jewish  girls — to  our  grief  be  it  said — who  are  daily 
waylaid,  entrapped,  ill-treated,  hidden  away,  sold  and 
done  to  death  ;  but  to  our  lasting  shame  will  it  be  counted, 
if  we  do  not  take  any  determined  ine;isures  to  stop  these 
infamous  proceedings.  It  is  something,  I  know,  to 
confess  that  we  recognise  this  evil.  We  hope  very  fer¬ 
vently,  1  trust  not  without  grounds,  that  this  interesting 
Conference  may  be  of  lasting  benefit  to  our  work,  and 
that  we  shall  gain  some  solid  advice  in  the  matter  from 
our  visitors.  We  want  advice,  suggestions,  but  more  than 
anything — co-operation. 

A  small  but  widely  read  paper  has  within  the  last  few 
weeks  come  courageously  to  the  fore  in  this  matter,  and 
has  issued  some  striking  articles  that  will  most  surely 
have  found  their  way  into  many  a  home  circle,  perhaps, 
until  now,  foolishly  ignorant  of  the  perils  that  beset  its 
most  innocent  members.  Would  it  not  be  possible,  with¬ 
out  fear  of  pollution  to  our  important  Jewish  press,  that 
some  words  of  warning  might,  from  time  to  time,  be 
inserted  in  their  pages,  which  would  tell  a  plain  tale  to 
those  who  should  be  cautioned  ?  Would  it  not  be 
possible  that  occasionally  from  some  eloquent  Jewish 
pulpit  a  danger  signal  might  be  hoisted,  although  1  know 
it  is  no  easy  matter  to  touch  on  such  topics  in  a  mixed 
congregation  ? 

Would  it  not  be  possible  for  teachers  to  collect  a  few 
of  their  elder  scholars,  and  to  speak  earnestly  to  them  on 
these  matters,  warning  them  of  the  danger  they  may  incur 
in  the  streets,  the  psuks,  refreshment  rooms,  in  fact,  in  all 
public  places  of  resort  ?  This  can  be  done  in  a  delicate 
and  reverend  manner.  It  cannot  be  successfully  under¬ 
taken  by  those  who  hold  a  very  different  moral  standard 
for  men  and  women. 

Would  it  not  be  possible  for  those  who  arc  responsible 
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for  the  clubs  that  are  so  popular  in  these  days,  clubs  for 
young  men  and  young  women,  to  induce  some  of  the 
members  to  listen  to  a  voice  of  affection  on  this  subject, 
if  they  would  not  readily  attend  to  a  voice  of  authority  ? 
A  word  of  encouragement  to  the  serious-minded,  right- 
thinking  youths  as  to  their  example  and  influence,  a  word 
of  citation  and  instruction  to  the  bright,  happy,  careless, 
pleasure-loving  girls.  Even  the  poor  woman  of  the  street 
feels  instinctively  a  horror  of  the  very  young  girl  joining 
her  ranks. 

The  evil  is  a  weed  that  grows  in  darkness — light  should 
be  shed  upon  it.  It  is  our  business  to  find  means  of 
spreading  that  light.  But  the  work  to  be  successful  must 
Ik*  undertaken  by  men  ns  well  as  by  women.  It  cannot 
be  a  one-sided  work. 

1  hope  that  public  opinion  will  be  aroused  by  men,  and 
that  the  right  men  will  speak  to  men — to  youths — yes,  if 
need  be,  even  to  boys.  I  trust  that  those  who  speak  will 
dwell  upon  the  question  of  cruelty  in  this  traffic,  that  an 
appeal  will  be  made  to  enlist  man’s  manliness  and  sense 
of  chivalry,  in  regard  to  the  physical  weakness  of  woman 
and  the  bitter  penalty  she  has  to  pay  for  her  wrong¬ 
doing. 

1  also  hope  that  in  the  face  of  this  terrible  evil 
indifference  will  be  counted  ;is  a  sin,  both  on  the  part 
of  men  and  women. 

There  arc  many  who  cannot  help  us  because  they  arc 
ignorant  of  the  evil ;  there  arc  many  who  will  not  help 
us  because  they  arc  apathetic  ;  there  arc  many  who  do 
not  help  us  because  they  are  frankly  pessimistic. 

Can  we  be  satisfied  at  leaving  the  ignorant  in  their 
ignorance,  or  the  apathetic  in  their  apathy,  or  the  pessi¬ 
mistic  in  their  pessimism,  without  trying  to  impart  our 
knowledge  of  facts  to  the  ignorant,  our  enthusiain  to  the 
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apathetic,  our  belief  in  llic  final  triumph  of  purity  and 
goodness  over  evil  doing  to  the  pessimist  ? 

We  arc  not  here  to  play,  to  dream,  to  drift 
We  have  hard  work  to  do  and  loads  to  lift, 

Shun  not  the  struggle,  face  it — ’tis  God's  gift 
Be  strong  1 

It  matters  not  how  deep  entrenched  the  wrong. 

How  hard  the  battle  goes  ;  the  day  how  long, 

Faint  not,  light  on,  to-morrow  comes  the  song 
Be  strong  1 

I  do  not  know  whether  my  suggestion  is  practical,  but 
I  feel  a  strong  desire  that  words  of  warning  should  be 
addressed  from  the  pulpit,  by  the  press,  by  teachers,  and 
at  the  girls’  and  boys'  clubs,  of  course  delicately  and  with 
discretion,  as  the  matter  is  so  extremely  delicate  to 
handle.  It  is  so  important  to  take  these  things  in  time, 
so  that,  instcarl  of  trying  to  rescue  fallen  women,  one  can 
prevent  the  girls  from  falling. 

1  went  to  the  docks  with  a  friend,  at  the  request  of  a 
clergyman,  to  speak  to  some  fallen  Jewish  women,  ;is  he 
could  not  make  headway  with  them  ;  he  could  not  speak 
their  language,  or  make  himself  understood  by  them. 
We  went  to  see  them  one  spring  evening,  and  found 
them  gathered  in  a  mission  room.  We  were  Iheir  guests, 
they  were  the  hostesses,  and  behaved  ;is  such  ;  but  the 
information  they  gave  us  was  very  sad.  I  am  afraid  we 
could  do  no  good  with  them,  there  was  so  little  to  be 
done,  but  we  mentioned  the  name  of  a  girl  of  about  six¬ 
teen  who  had  just  left  school,  and  who  had  disappeared 
from  her  home.  Her  mother  was  in  a  terrible  stale,  as 
she  could  not  find  out  what  had  become  of  her.  When 
we  mentioned  this  girl  the  women  at  once  said  that  they 
knew  Lizzie,  that  they  did  not  want  her,  and  they  urged 
us  to  get  her  back.  We  left  the  mission  room  and  walked 
to  pick  up  the  trap.  They  accompanied  us,  but  on  the 


other  side  of  the  road  ;  their  manners  were  too  good  for 
them  to  walk  beside  us.  Suddenly  one  of  them  ran 
across  and  said,  “There’s  Lixxie,  would  you  like  to  speak 
to  her.”  They  brought  her  to  us,  and  formed  a  circle  so 
that  no  one  could  interfere  and  in  order  to  protect  us.  I 
do  not  believe  that  even  a  policeman  could  have  broken 
through.  They  begged  us  to  speak  to  her,  and  get  her  to 
leave  the  streets,  and  take  her  back  with  us  if  possible. 
Well,  she  did  not  go  hack  that  night  ;  but  I  hope  and  trust 
that  she  did  so  ultimately. 

My  point  is  that  these  poor  ruined  women  were  miser¬ 
able  in  their  occupation ;  they  could  not  breakaway  from 
it  themselves,  but  they  did  not  want  a  young  girl  to  face 
all  the  horrors  which  they  were  enduring.  This  evil  is 
kept  in  darkness  ;  more  light  should  be  shed  on  it,  and  it 
must  be  undertaken  by  both  men  and  women. 

Krau  SCHLES1NGER  (Hamhukg)  :  Meine  Damen 
mid  Hcrren  1  lch  mochtc  mir  gestatten,  zti  dem  Antrage 
einen  kleincn  Zusatz  hinxuxuffigen  und y.wardahingehend : 

Dass  den  sc/ton  bestchendcn  mid  den  cn  bildenden 
Komi  tees  die  Aufgabe  gegeben  ivcrdc,  jildisdie  Gruppcn 
sn  g run  den,  nicht  ttttr  fiir  jiidisc/ie  Manner,  sondern 
ouch  fiir  Mix delicti. 

Hier  solltcn  diese  jungen  Mcnschcn  Aufklarung  er- 
halten  fiber  die  Gcfahren  und  die  Folgen,  wodurch  man 
in  spAlercn  Jahrcn  viclleicht  manchen  vom  Unlergange 
retten  konntc. 

H kkr  MORRIS  KISHER  (Hudapkst)  :  Meine  Damen 
und  Hcrren  1  lch  bilte  uni  Kntschuldigung,  wenn  ich 
mich  statl  der  euglischen  Sprache  derdeutschen  bediene. 
Ich  bin  ein  einfacher  Soldat  und  diene  scit  vielen  Jahrcn 
iin  Intercsse  der  gulen  Sache,  bin  auch  Vertrauensmann 
dcr  Osterreichischen  Liga  xur  Bckampfung  dcs  Madchen- 
handels. 


Die  Konferenz  wurde  einberufen  zur  Hekfunpfung  des 
Madchenhandcls,  wahrend  es  weit  wichtiger  fflr  die 
Bekfimpfung  der  Mfidchenhandler  wfire.  Die  Organis¬ 
ation  der  Mfidchenhandler  ist  eine  dei  artigc,  dass  wir  ihnen 
k.uim  nahe  komnien  konncn.  Es  sind  keine  vier  Wochcn 
her,  da  wurde  mir  noch  von  einem  aus  dcr  grossen 
Organisation  der  Mfidchenhandler  gesagt:  "Bei  jedcrGe- 
legenheit,  wo  Leute  vcrhaftet  wcrdcn,  da  sind  es  njir  die 
armen  Teufel,  die  vcrhaftet  wcrdcn.  Ncnncn  Sie  niir 
einen  Mann  unscrer  Organisation,  der  vcrhaftet  wordcn 
wfire." 

Das  wirksamste  Mittel  ist  und  hleibt  nur  Geld.  Uni 
mit  diesen  Lcutcn  einen  wirksamcn  Kainpf  aufrccht 
erhalten  zu  k6nnen,  uin  sic  mit  gleichcn  Waflfen  be- 
kanipfcn  und  besiegcn  zu  kbnnen,  gibt  es  nur  dies  eine 
Mittel :  Geld.  Uebemll  liaben  die  Leute  ihre  Helfcrs- 
helfer.  Es  wurde  speziell  behuuptct,  der  Mfidchen¬ 
handler  arbcite  nach  verschiedenen  Systcmen.  Von 
denen,  die  ich  bishcr  gehftrt  habe,  muss  ich  allcrdings 
gestehen,  dass  dicsc  schon  langst  der  Vergangenheit 
gehOren.  Heute  arbeitcn  sic  nach  vicl  nobleren  Systemen. 
Man  schrcibt  nicht  inelir,  oder  tclcgraphiert  wie  frQher. 
Heute  geht  der  Modus  dcr  Mfidchenhandler  ganz  cinfach. 
Er  telegraphicrt  bcispiclsweisc  :  “  Ich  babe  drei  Tulpen 
exportiert."  Damit  hat  der  Handler  genau  charakteri- 
sicrt,  auf  welche  Weisc  er  sein  Gcschaft  abgewickelt  hat, 
so  wie  welchcr  Karbe  und  welcher  Art  und  Weise  die 
betreffcnden  MAdchen  sind. 

Welche  Mittel  konnen  angcwandt  wcrdcn,  um  die 
offcntliclie  jfidische  Mcinung  gegen  den  Mfidchenhandcl 
zu  crwcckcn  und  cin  Intcrcssc  bci  denjenigenjuden,dic  bis 
jctzt  apathisch  oder  ununtcrrichtct  sind,  hervoiaurufen  ? 
Die  Mittel  hierzu  wfiren  ganz  cinfach,  wcnn  es  gelange, 
alle  dicsc  Leute,  die  bis  heute  das  Wasscr  auf  die  Mflhle 
dcr  Mfidchenlifuidler  treiben,  in  Evidenz  zu  halten,  wcnn 
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es  gelingcn  \v  Or  tic,  allc  diese  Lcute  dorthin  xu  bringen, 
wo  sie  der  strafcnden  Gerechtigkeit  ubergebcn  wOrden. 
Das  Wire  das  cinxigc  Mittel,  das  wir  crfolgreich  anwenden 
konnten.  Damit  wfirden  wir  den  Mfidchenhandlcrn  den 
empnndliclisten  Sc h lag  versetxen ;  denn  wo  keine 
Handler  sind,  da  ist  auch  kcin  Handel. 

Zur  ruckhaltloscn  Bckfunpfung  ties  Madchenhandels 
crlaube  ich  mir  folgcnden  Antrag  xu  unterbreitcn  : 

Die  lividensluxllnng  dcr  miter  ixUcrlci  Dcdtmantcl  tdtigcu 
Znluille ,  Zutreibcr  mid  VeniiittUr. 

VVenn  diese  Organisational  durchgefflhrt  wird,  dann 
haben  Sie  das  wirksamstc  Mittel  xur  Bekfimpfung  des 
Madchenhandels  geschaffcn.  Diis  wird  ein  neu  errichteter 
Altar  sein,  aus  dem  es  gelingen  moge,  einen  neuen 
Tempel  xu  schafTcn.  (Beifall.) 

FRAULKfN  PAPPENHEIM :  Gestatten  Sie  mir,  xu 
dem  Vorschlage  des  Herm  Fisher  ein  Wort.  Es  scheint 
mir,  d;iss  sein  Vorschlag  eigentlich  tier  beste  ware,  wenn 
er  nur  ausftihrbar  wfire.  Wenn  wir  wfissten,  wo  die 
Mfidchenhandler  sind,  wo  sie  arbeiten,  wo  sie  stecken, 
welchc  Verandemng  in  ihrem  Leben  vor  sich  geht,  dann 
glaubc  ich,  batten  wir  diese  Versammlung  nicht  notig ; 
dann  whrde  cler  Arm  der  Gerechtigkeit  doch  ausreichen, 
wenigstens  xu  einem  grossen  Teile,  die  Mftdchenhfindler 
xu  f.issen. 

Soviel  xur  Evidcnzfrage.  Nun  komme  ich  xu  clem  viel 
angenehmeren  Teile  daxu  xu  sprcchen,  was  L:\dy  Batter¬ 
sea  gesagt  hat.  Sie  hat  in  so  warmer  und  liebens- 
wftrdigcr  Wcisc  daffir  gesprochcn,  class  wir  die  offent- 
liche  Meinung  anregen  infissten  urn  Mitarbeitcr  xu  be- 
komnicn,  class  cs  mir  fast  leid  tut,  in  meiucr  nuchtcmen 
Art  d;ixu  einen  Vorschlag  machen  xu  mfissen.  Ich  will 
Sie  gar  nicht  lange  aufhaltcn.  Ich  mochte  Sie  nur 
darauf  hinweisen,  dass  wir  etwas  brauchen,  dass  ich  auch 
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sclion  in  Berlin  vorgeschlagcn  habe,  nAmlich  ein  Inter¬ 
nationales  und  intcrkonfcssioncllcs  Flugblatt. 

Wir  brauchen  dieses  Flugblatt  niclit  als  cine  Warming 
fur  die  reisenden  MAdchen,  die  Opfcr.  Es  gibt  deren 
vielerlei,  aber  was  wir  brauchcn,  dass  ist  ein  KlugblaK, 
uni  die  sogenannte  guteGescllscliaft,  diejenigen,  die  heute 
noch  nicht  wissen,  was  wir  zu  tun  liahcn,  zur  Mitarbcit 
aufzufordem.  Es  gibt  cine  Reihe  von  FlugblAttcrn, 
deulscher,  franxosischcr  und  englischer.  Sic  reichen 
niclit  aus.  Wcr  wic  icli  Gelcgcnheit  hatte,  in  Bbhmcn, 
Ungarn,  Rumanicn  usw.,  und  auch  in  Italicn  zu  rcisen 
und  es  versucht  hat,  den  Leuten,  die  gar  niclit  wissen, 
wonun  es  sich  handelt,  klar  r.u  machen,  was  wir  eigen l- 
lich  wollcn,  der  wird  mir  bcipflichten,  wenn  icli  sage,  ffir 
diese  Leutc  miissen  wir  in  ihrer  Sprache  ein  Flugblatt 
haben  und  ich  glaubc,  wenn  wir  dieses  Flugblatt  vor- 
bereiten,  ein  Flugblatt,  das  intcrkonfessionell  und  inter¬ 
national  abgcfasst  scin  muss,  dass  wir  dadurch  cine  grosse 
Reihe  von  Mitarbeiterrv  gewinnen  werden. 

Ich  hatte  die  Absicht,  dicscn  Antrag  durch  das  intcr- 
nationalc  Koniitee  von  Wien  aus  an  die  Madrider  Vcr- 
sanimluug  gehen  zu  lassen.  Man  hat  mir  scinerzcit  in 
Wien  gesagt,  man  konntc  in  Wien  keine  AntrAge  fur 
Madrid  stellen. 

Ich  lioffc  aber,  dass  in  dieser  Versammlung  die  Mdg- 
lichkeit  geschafTen  wird,  dass  wir  allc,  die  wir  doch 
inodeme  Menschcn  sind,  den  Wunsch  haben,  uns  ver- 
stAndlich  zu  machcn,  dass  wir  in  abschbarcr  Zeit  ein 
Blatt  bekommen,  durch  das  wir  zu  denen  sprechcn 
konnen,  deren  eigenc  Sprache  wir  heute  noch  nicht 
verstchen.  (Bcifall.) 

I3cr  Antnig  ist  der,  “  die  Herstellung  dues  iutenmtionaleu 
und  intcrkonfcssionellen  Flugblattes."  Es  wird  uns  gutc 
Dicnste  leisten.  (Lebhafter  Beifall.) 
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Mr.  Isaac  GOLDSTON  (London);  i  want  to  say  a 
few  words  in  reference  to  Lady  Battersea’s  paper,  in 
which  she  urges  that  teachers  should  warn  their  senior 
pupils  of  the  serious  dangers  which  might  beset  them. 
It  seems  to  me  that  if  we  are  to  arouse  Jewish  public 
opinion  we  must  refer  to  the  old  saying  that  *'  prevention 
is  better  than  cure.”  So  far  I  think  very  little  lias  been 
said  from  the  teacher’s  point  of  view,  but  that  is  very 
important.  You  must  arouse  Jewish  public  opinion, 
because  no  class,  rich  or  poor,  takes  more  interest  in  the 
education  of  the  children  than  the  Jews.  It  is  our 
business  to  keep  nothing  back  at  this  Conference,  but  to 
face  anything  wrong  in  our  system. 

It  will  be  well  to  learn  from  our  friends  abroad  what 
is  the  cause  of  this  evil,  which  is  at  the  root  of  the  White 
Slave  Traffic.  We  do  our  best  with  the  children  while 
they  are  under  our  observation,  but  out  of  school  hours 
what  are  their  surroundings  and  what  do  they  see  in  their 
homes  ?  What  power  have  we  to  check  these  evil 
influences,  and  what  power  is  going  to  be  placed  in  our 
hands  ?  Something  might  be  done  to  strengthen  the 
hands  of  the  educational  authorities  by  allowing  them  to 
prosecute  parents  who  will  permit  their  children  to  be 
lured  away.  And  if  this  is  wicked  in  connection  with  a 
girl  of  sixteen  who  is  supposed  to  know  to  a  certain 
extent  what  she  is  doing,  how  much  more  wicked  in  the 
case  of  a  child  of  ten  or  eleven  who  is  easily  tempted  by 
seven  or  eight  shillings. 

We  have  reported  cases  to  the  Jewish  Association  for 
the  Protection  of  Girls  and  Women,  which  has  tried  to 
help  us,  but,  unfortunately,  has  found  itself  helpless. 
Can  we  not  find  some  means  of  preventing  our  children 
from  being  trained  in  this  serious  evil  ?  If  the  Conference 
does  nothing  else  but  get  some  measure  of  success  in 
strengthening  the  hands  of  the  teachers,  the  education 
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authorities,  the  managers,  and  the  visitors  at  schools,  it 
will  have  achieved  a  great  deal  ot  success  on  the  road  to 
checking  the  deadly  progress  of  the  White  Slave  Traffic. 

PKOK.  SIMONS:  Can  nothing  be  done  by  the 
Children’s  Act  of  1908  ? 

Mh.  GOLDSTON  :  The  Children’s  Act  docs  not  cover 
these  offences.  We  have  tried,  but  the  education 
authorities  cannot  interfere. 

ThkRrv.  DAYAN  HYAMSON  emphasised  the  need  of 
the  matter  being  dealt  with  from  the  pulpit.  He  said 
that  the  late  Rev.  Zadok  Kahn,  of  France,  delivered  a 
famous  and  eloquent  address  on  moral  purity  in  his 
Synagogue  on  the  Day  of  Atonement,  when  the  lesson 
from  the  Pentateuch  also  touches  on  the  subject.  The 
Dayan  suggested  that  if  the  subject  were  handled  care¬ 
fully  and  delicately  there  was  no  reason  why  the  late 
Rabbi’s  example  should  not  be  followed  on  that  day  and 
on  the  Sabbath. 

Dayan  Hyamson  also  suggested  that  persons  known  to 
be  engaged  in  the  traffic  should  be  excluded  from  com¬ 
munal  office,  and  that  their  money  should  not  be  accepted 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Synagogue.  The  Birmingham 
Congregation  had  refused  to  accept  money  from  usurers, 
although  there  was  no  objection  to  their  attending  divine 
worship  if  they  wished.  This  should  be  the  rule  all  over 
the  world  with  usurers,  and  still  more  with  the  traffickers. 

“  We  ministers  have  not  realised  the  extent  of  the  evil, 
and  I  believe  the  Jewish  community  docs  not  thoroughly 
realise  it.  1  hope  an  effort  will  be  made  to  rid  the  official 
world  of  this  terrible  plague  spot." 


Lb  Pkokbssbuk  SIMONS:  A  ('occasion  dc  la  com- 
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munication  de  M.  Goldston,  je  voudmis  vous  lire  les 
dispositions  de  la  loi  frangaise  du  24  juillct  1889  : 

“  En  dehors  dc  toule  condamnation,  les  Feres  et 
Meres  qui,  par  leur  ivrognerie  habituclle,  leur  inconduite 
notoire  et  scandaletise  on  par  des  mauvais  traitements, 
coinpromettcnt,  soit  la  security*,  soit  la  moralitc  de  leurs 
enfants,  doivent  ctre  d6clius  de  leur  puissance  patcr- 
nelle." 

Et  je  puis  ajouter  que  nous  avons  des  dispositions 
analogues  en  Hollande  et,  je  crois,  aussi  en  Allcmagne. 

M.  HONTREMOLI  :  Je  devrais  ajouter  que  dans  le  cas 
on  1c  Tribunal  a  ordonne  la  d6chcance  de  la  puissance 
patcrnelle  et  dans  le  cas  ou  e'est  a  1’instigation  dc  nos 
Society  de  Bienfaisancc  Israelites  que  le  jugement  a  Ote 
prononce,  e’est  a  nos  Society  de  Bienfaisancc  que  la 
tutelle  est  conli6e.  Cest  ainsi  nous,  les  Society  de 
Bienfaisancc,  qui  devenons  les  vrfritables  lutein's  de  1’cn- 
fant  qui  nous  est  confic,  qui  veillons  a  sa  security  et  a  sa 
morality  II  en  est  dc  niC'ine  en  Alleuiagne.  A  Haris,  en 
particulier,  nous  avons  un  tres  grand  nombre  d’enfants 
dc  toutes  nationality  qui  nous  sont  ainsi  confies. 

Dr.  BLAU  :  Wir  haben  in  Deutschland  ein  Fflrsorge- 
gesetz,  sod.iss  alle  Kinder,  die  keine  genfigende  Erzielning 
haben,  Eui*sorgeerziehung  erhaltcn.  Ebenso  ist  es  auch 
gesetzlich  fcstgclcgt,  dass  die  Kinder  einen  Vorimind 
glcichcr  Religion  erhalten. 

Lk  Baron  GONZBURG  :  J'ai  le  regret  de  venir  dire 
deux  mots  contrc  la  proposition  de  Mile  Happcnheim.  Je 
tie  crois  pas,  en  effet,  qu’il  vaille  la  peine  de  depenser  de 
l’argent  en  publications  destinies  au  grand  public.  J’estime 
qu’une  campagnc  de  presse  est  toute  indiquee  ;  niais,  par 
le  moyen  de  brochures,  vous  n’attcindrex  pas  votre  but. 
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Je  crois  qu'il  n’y  a  qu’un  pays  en  Europe,  l’Angleterre,  oil 
on  line  les  pamphlets.  Dans  not  re  pays,  tout  an  inoins, 
on  les  laissc  sur  la  table  on  sous  la  table.  Faites  done 
attention,  et  manager.  votre  argent  pour  un  objet  plus 
utile. 

Fraulkin  HAPPEN  HEIM  :  Audi  ich  babe  in  den 
letxtcn  jahren  schr  viel  gereist,  bin  in  Russland  allerdings 
am  allerwenigsten  gewesen.  Wcnn  man  bei  lhncn  die 
Blatter  unter  den  Tiseli  wirft,  so  mag  das  sein.  Ich  will 
keinen  personliehen  Vorwurf  inachcn,  nber  es  ist  dcnnoch 
absolut  wichtig  fflr  11ns,  die  wir  die  Spraclie  nicht  kennen. 
Es  sollcn  Flugblfittcr  sein  von  nur  wenigen  Paragraphen. 
Und  wcnn  von  1000  Blattern  999  unter  den  Tisch  fallen, 
und  1' in  vernunftiger  Mensch — verxeihen  Sie  diesen  Aus- 
druck — hebt  das  Blatt  auf,  und  wird  xum  Mittclpunkt 
ciner  klcinen  Bewcgung,  so  haben  wir  unser  Geld  nicht 
verschwendet.  (Bei  fall.) 

Mr.  C.  STETTAUER  :  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen  —  I  did  not  have  the  intention  of  speaking 
here,  for  I  felt  that  we  ought  to  give  the  foreign  delegates 
every  opportunity  of  making  their  voices  heard,  and  of 
giving  us  the  benefit  of  their  experience ;  but  from  what 
1  have  heard  during  the  past  few  hours,  1  sun  afraid 
everybody  has  looked  at  this  question  from  too  narrow  a 
point  of  view.  Wc  cannot  close  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that 
there  will  be  prostitution  while  there  are  men.  Wc 
ought  to  look  at  the  causes  which  contribute  to  the 
increase  of  prostitution  and  enable  this  nefarious  trade  to 
be  carried  on.  Everybody  has  advanced  theories  of 
some  sort,  but  nobody  has  definitely  declared  that  the 
causes  are  economic. 

If  there  were  110  oppression  of  the  Jews  in  Russia 
and  Roumania,  we  should  not  have  this  question  so 
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prominently  before  us.  Miss  Rappenheim  has  proposed 
something,  but  she  does  not  go  far  enough.  You  try  to 
prevent  the  spread  or  infection  of  smallpox  by  vaccina¬ 
tion,  and  you  should  try  to  stop  the  causes  which  con¬ 
tribute  towards  the  increase  in  this  dreadful  traffic.  We 
ought  to  arouse  public  opinion,  not  so  much  about  the 
difficulties  in  fighting  the  traffic,  but  about  the  principal 
cause,  the  oppression  in  Kussia  and  Roiunania,  which 
refuses  equal  rights  to  the  Jews,  occasioning  so  much 
misery,  and  often  driving  women  and  girls  to  the  streets. 

Mw.  A.  MORO :  Ladies  and  Gentlemen — 1  confess 
that  the  discussions  this  afternoon  have  not  enlightened 
me  very  much  as  to  the  means  of  rousing  Jewish  public 
opinion,  yet  we  think  that  this  is  a  very  necessary  tiling 
to  do,  because  we  find  that  incredulity  and  indifference 
(we  hardly  know  where  the  dividing  line  comes  in)  are 
sources  of  encouragement  to  the  evil.  I  have  heard  a 
great  deal  said  about  the  social,  and  worse  still,  about 
the  economic  conditions  that  exist  where  these  poor 
people  come  from,  and  1  do  not  think  that  anybody  can 
desire  more  earnestly  than  1  do  to  see  these  tilings 
ameliorated,  especially  ;u>  I  agree  with  some  spesikcrs 
that  the  economic  conditions  are  to  a  great  extent  a 
cause  of  this  evil  traffic.  I  agree  that  it  would  be  a 
delightful  thing  to  be  able  to  ameliorate  them.  But 
what  can  a  gathering  such  as  this,  what  can  any  charitable 
association  or  committee  do  to  improve  the  condition  of 
two,  three,  or  five  million  people  ? 

We  must,  1  think,  narrow  our  discussion  within  the 
limits  of  that  which  is  possible.  We  can  achieve  some¬ 
thing,  by  speaking,  to  rouse  Jewish  public  opinion  ;  we 
can  take  measures  to  protect  and  to  warn  the  innocent, 
the  weak,  and  the  misguided.  We  may  even  succeed,  to 
some  extent,  in  improving  the  lamentable  economic  con- 


ditions,  if,  by  making  (he  traffic  difficult  and  dangerous, 
we  can  divert  to  better  purposes  (he  ex  l  rao  id  in  ary  intelli¬ 
gence,  energy,  ingenuity  and  enterprise  now  employed 
by  the  traffickers  in  successfully  conducting  their  de¬ 
testable  trade. 

1  have  often  thought  wistfully  of  the  benefit  which 
would  accrue  to  our  people  if  these  qualities,  so  admirable 
in  themselves,  could  be  put  to  belter  use. 

I  want  to  make  one  or  Iwo  propositions,  and  1  am 
open  to  criticism  if  other  speakers  can  make  any  other 
suggestions  or  additions.  We  want  to  arouse  Jewish 
public  opinion,  we  want  to  reach  people  in  their  homes 
who  look  down  upon  these  women,  and  get  them  to  try 
to  help  them  instead  of  despising  them.  My  propositions 
are  not  many,  as  1  do  not  believe  in  trying  to  do  too 
much  at  once.  They  are — 

1.  That  the  Committees  of  the  different  countries 
be  recommended  to  rottsc  Jewish  public  opinion  against 
the  traffic  by  means  of  printed  leaflets ,  circulars  contain¬ 
ing  warning  notices  in  Yiddish  and  other  languages . 
and  these  should  be  circulated  far  and  wide . 

2.  That  meetings  should  be  organised  of  feus  and 
Jewesses ,  and  particularly  meetings  of  young  men  only , 
to  educate  them  up  to  higher  notions. 

There  will  be  no  supply  where  there  is  no  demand, 
there  would  be  little  supply  where  there  were  little 
demand.  The  young  men  should  be  told  of  the  barm 
which  they  do  to  themselves,  as  well  as  the  ruin  they 
bring  on  others.  They  would  hesitate  if  they  knew  what 
immoral  conduct  led  to,  if  they  were  (aught  to  pause 
and  think  how  these  women  are  procured,  and  how  their 
fall  has  been  brought  about.  These  public  meetings 
need  not  be  large,  but  they  might  open  the  eyes  of  our 
youth  to  the  evils  they  may  be  encouraging. 


Thk  Kbv.  I.  PHILLIPS  (Portsmouth):  Mr.  Chairman, 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen — I  represent  a  great  military  fort, 
Portsmouth,  and  it  is  also  a  great  military  centre.  I 
remedied  this  traffic  there  twenty  years  ago.  I  did  not 
conceal  it  from  my  members  ;  I  saw  the  evil,  and  I  tackled 
it.  I  watched  these  people,  I  watched  the  houses,  I 
hunted  them  down  and  drove  them  out  from  Portsmouth. 
I  watched  thirty  or  forty  at  a  time  outside  the  Town 
Hall,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  getting  some  of  them 
sentenced  for  nine  months.  They  were  all  talking 
Yiddish,  and  they  were  a  by-word  in  the  town,  until  1 
felt  ashamed.  I  worked  personally,  and  asked  some  of 
the  members  of  my  community,  including  the  ladies,  to 
help  me.  I  went  with  my  colleague  and  talked  to  them 
quietly,  and  told  them  what  a  sin  they  were  committing, 
and  yet  some  of  them  had  the  impertinence  to  go  and 
buy  Kosher  meat.  1  said  to  them,  “  You  want  Kosher 
meat  ?  You  want  the  lash  !" 

My  remedy  is  simple;  we  must  have  the  law  strength¬ 
ened  ;  these  scoundrels  must  be  lashed.  A  long  sentence 
is  not  a  sufficient  deterrent.  One  man  was  sentenced  to 
twenty-five  lashes,  and  the  news  ran  through  the  town 
like  wildfire,  and  those  bullies  will  be  very  careful  in  the 
future.  A  man  came  to  me  with  a  girl,  and  asked  for 
chuppiL  He  said,  “  1  wish  you  to  marry  me  to  this  young 
lady.”  1  asked,  “  Why  do  you  want  me  to  perform  the 
marriage  ?  ”  He  said,  11  Well,  1  like  the  girl."  But  it 
appears  he  pleaded  poverty,  and  could  not  pay  for  the 
kesubah,  the  ring,  or  the  registration  fee.  However,  1 
said  1  would  provide  the  money,  and  to  my  great  astonish¬ 
ment  I  met  the  young  lady  the  next  evening  walking  with 
a  soldier.  When  she  saw  me  she  bolted.  She  and  the 
man  had  the  effrontery  to  open  a  bad  house  two  doors 
from  the  synagogue,  but  1  cleared  them  out  very  quickly. 

Ministers  must  bestir  themselves  to  root  out  this  traffic. 


I  have  been  in  Portsmouth  for  forty-four  years,  and  1  am 
glad  to  say  that  all  the  Jewish  girls  of  my  congregation 
are  st might.  They  have  been  taught  the  practical  and 
ethical  part  of  their  religion— a  religion  which  tells  them 
that  morality  is  superior  even  to  ceremonialism. 

Mr.  LEVERSON  (Nrwcasti.b)  :  Mr.  Chairman, 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen — l  have  been  somewhat  fore¬ 
stalled  by  the  previous  reverend  speaker,  with  whom  I 
discussed  this  matter  this  afternoon.  Nevertheless  l  wish 
to  add  a  word  or  two  to  emphasise  the  need  of  strict 
measures.  I  think  the  opening  address  and  suggestions  of 
Lady  Battersea  were  sufficiently  comprehensive  regarding 
the  matters  set  apart  for  discussion  to-day.  Our  hearts  must 
bleed  for  these  poor  girls.  The  receiver  is  worse  than 
the  thief.  Bring  the  culprits  to  justice,  and  give  them  the 
lash  as  well  as  imprisonment.  No  half  measures  should 
be  used  with  these  men. 

Lk  PKOPKSSKUK  SIMONS  protestc,  an  nom  du  droit 
criminel  moderne,  eontre  les  chatiments  corporels. 
L'orateur  avait,  en  efFct,  reclame  la  peine  du  fouet  pour 
les  trafiquants. 

Mmic  E.  SIMON  (Paris):  De nombreuses informations 
concordant  entre  clles  nous  indiquent  que  les  Juives  de 
l’ Europe  orientale  accordent  d’aulant  plus  de  con  fiance 
aux  propositions  dcs  tmitants  qu’ils  soul  lours  coreligion- 
naires. 

Jc  JX!  use  qn'il  strait  utile  defat  re  appose  r  dts  a  fitches  en 
hxngne  hdbraiqne  d  Ventrie  dts  temples  et  dans  les  denies 
juives,  a  jin  de  wet! re  en  garde  les  parents  pen  del  a  ires  coni  re 
les  pratiques  qni  nous  prdoccupeut. 

Jc  pense  qnil  serait  aussi  Iris  utile  de  distritmer  aux 
j’ennes  filles  qni  veulent  s'expatrier  de  petits  livrels  dcrits  en 
f antes  langucs  et  dans  lesque/s  se  tronveraient  inscr/trs  tonics 


'43 


ies  tv/tvres  de  Protection  tic  Ja  Jcutte  Fi/ie.  La  Socictc 
11  l’CEuvrc  cle  la  Jeunc  Fille"  fait  us«'ige  avec  grand  succcs 
de  ces  pctits  livres. 

Lk  Pkokbsskur  Sylvain  LEVY  :  Mcsdames,  Mes¬ 
sieurs, — Si  je  prends  pour  un  instant  la  parole,  e'est 
epic  dans  la  proposition  qu'on  vous  a  luc  tout  a  l’lieure, 
an  nom  de  Mine  Simon,  un  mot  que  jc  qualilierai  de 
malheureux  s’est  glissc  ct  Mine  Simon  clle-mOme  le 
recommit.  11  s'agit  des  rapports  qui  permcllcnt  d’afitriner 
qu'en  Orient  le  manque  d'cducation,  d’instr  action  avait 
favorisc  la  traitc  des  blanches.  Jc  lie  pense  pas  que  per- 
sonne  d'entre  vous  puisse  etre  trompe  par  celte  dcsigna- 
tion,  mais  je  dois  a  I'AUiancc  que  je  represente  ici  cl  dont 
je  dois  surveillcr  les  intenMs,  d'tfcarter  immcdiatcmcnl  une 
expression  qui  pourrait  provoquer  des  suppositions 
/ncheuses. 

Lb  Barox  GONZBURG  :  Jc  demanderai  de  scinder 
cn  deux  cette  proposition,  ear  je  suis  lout  dispose  a  voter 
pour  la  secondc  partie  ;  mais  cn  ce  qui  coneerne  la  pre¬ 
miere  j’estiine  qu’on  ne  pent  pas  faire  des  aftiches  ayant 
trait  A  cette  question  tellcment  delicate.  Cela  regarde  les 
parents.  On  ne  peut  pas  apposer  d’aftichcs  sur  les 
temples  ct  dans  les  Gcoles. 

Mmb  SIMON  dit  que  ces  afiiclies  pourraient  etre 
redigees  d’une  faijon  Ires  delicate. 

Dr.  KAM1NKA  brought  forward  the  following  recom¬ 
mendations  in  connection  with  his  speech  at  the  morning 
session  : — 

I.  Pass  die  ortiioiioxcn  nnd  anc/t  chassitiisc/tcn 
Rabbis  gebeten  iverden  sicii  an  der  Bektimpfnug  des 
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M Hdrhenhandels  dnrch  offcnttiche  Hrktifrnngcn  and 
andere  gecignete  Massnahmen  sn  beteiligen. 

3.  Doss  ein  anfklarcndcs  fie  riot  lisehes  Organ  in 
Hebraische  nnd  jndischc  Sfirachen  geschaffen  werde,  in 
welchem  anch  A  nfgebote  von  Ehen  mil  nicht  Ortsansas - 
sigen  jiidische  Personal  verlautbart  werden,  wodnrch 
Jietriigern  die  Eheschliessn ng  crschmert  werden  kbnnfe. 

The  recommendations  were  then  put  to  the  vote,  and 
Mr.  Moro’s  proposals  were  carried  unanimously. 

Kuau  M.  SCHLESINGER,  of  Frankfort,  brought 
forward  the  following  recommendation  (in  German)  : — 
The  Committees  which  already  exist  and  those  to  be 
founded  advise,  if  it  is  fonmi  firaticabic,  that  selected 
Jewish  girls  be  sent  from  the  Traffic  centres  into  the 
different  countries  and  be  lin/gni  with  different  families , 
in  order  to  learn  domestic  economy,  with  the  vietv  and 
obligation  of  making  use  of  the  k notv ledge  gained  on 
their  return  in  their  own  countries. 

This  recommendation  was  accepted. 

Herr  Morris  Fisher’s  propositi  was  not  accepted. 

Frl.  Pappenheim’s  recommendation  was  accepted. 

Dr.  Kutninku's  recommendations  : — 

1.  Accepted. 

2.  Rejected. 

Mine.  Simon’s  first  recommendation  was  accepted  ;  the 
second  was  not  accepted. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  Professor  Simons  for  presiding  was 
moved  and  carried. 
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MORNING  SESSION. 

Thursday,  April  7TH,  1910. 

Dr.  Soiincufcld,  as  the  representative  of  Austro- Hungary 
and  also  of  the  I.C.A.,  was  voted  into  the  Chair,  and  the 
subject  for  discussion  was  : — 

"Seeing  that  bad  economic  conditions  are  an  un¬ 
doubted  source  of  the  Traffic,  how  far  can 
education  and  soolal  work  be  helpful  in  ohecking 
the  evil  ?  ” 

Dr.  SONNENFELD:  Mesdames,  Messieurs, — Nous 
commcncons  ce  matin  la  discussion  d'une  question  tr bs 
iinportante  et  puisqu'il  y  a  beaucoup  de  personnes  qui 
out  expriinc  le  desir,  si  cela  est  possible,  de  linir  ce  matin, 
je  vous  prierai  d'essaycr  de  leur  donner  satisfaction. 

Je  prie  Mademoiselle  Pappenheim  de  prendre  la  parole. 

Fkaulein  PAPPENHEIM:  Eine  jOdisch  internationale 
Konferenx  xnr  BekAmpfung  des  MAdchenhandels  ist  ein 
Bekenntnis  und  xugleich  ein  moralischer  Sieg.  Einerlei 
welche  praktischen  Erfolge  er  xeitigen  mag,  der  Umstand, 

tints  wir  von  fnhrendcr  Stelle  xusHinmenbemfen  sind,  inn 

frei  und  often  das  tr.iurigste  Kapitel  der  judischen  Sitten- 
geschichte  xu  besprechen,  ist  bcdculsam. 

BeschAftigt  sieh  die  Konferenx  stitch  ihrem  Nainen 
nach  nur  mit  dem  Schutxe  von  Tausenden  unscrer  jungen 
Stammesgenossinncn,  so  steht  doch  in  ungeschriebenen 
Zeichen  Ehrc  und  Ansehcn,  Gcsundheit  und  die  sittlichc 
Wur/elstAndigkeit  der  jQdischen  Volksgcsamtheit  auf  der 
Tagesordnung.  Wcnn  es  uns  gclingt  diescn  Gedankcn 
so  iiberxeugend  herausxuarbciten,  tlass  er  in  der  Jutlen- 
schaft  ein  erhohles  Gcfflhl  der  Verantwortlichkeit  erregt, 
dann  hat  die  Konferenx  Grasses  geleistct. 
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Ich  mochte  es  versuchen,  clen  Standpunkt,  den  die 
jtidischen  Frauen  xur  Bekampfung  des  MAdchcnhanclcIs 
einnehmcn,  xu  belcuchten. 

Um  dieser  Aufgabe  —  trotx  der  gegcbciicn  kurxcn  Zeit, 
einigermassen  gerecht  werden  xu  kontieu,  sowohl  in  den 
Tatsachen  wic  in  den  Post  u  I  ate  n,  die  wir  aufxustellen 
habcti,  muss  ich  xiemlich  weit  ausgreifen  und  cbenso 
rucine  personlichen  Erfahrungcu  aus  der  allgemeinen 
Fflrsorgetfitigkeit',  als  auch  solchc  von  meinen  Studicn- 
reisen  heranxiehen. 

Ich  gluubc  a  bur,  dass  der  Unistand,  dass  die  gegen - 
wftrtige  Konferenx,  die  die  Bek  am  pfung  cles  MAdchen  - 
handels  jfldisch  international  und  soxial  xu  belcuchten 
wQnscht,  raeiner  AulTassung  und  meinen  Ausfiihningen 
die  notige  Berechtigung  gibl. 

Ich  erinnere  mich  noch  der  Zeit,  da  —  trotzdem  ich 
sclion  einige  Jahre  in  soxialer  Hilfsarbeit  tfltig  war  — xuin 
erstenmal  das  Wort  MAdchcnhandcl  an  mein  Ohr  klang. 
Es  war  mir  fremd,  und  ich  wussle  nicht,  was  es  bcdcutctc 
und  konnte  gar  nicht  fussen,  dass  es  Menschen  geben 
sollte,  die  Menschen,  MAdchen  und  Kinder,  kaufen  und 
verkaufen  xu  Zwecken,  die  meinein  damaligen  Erfahrtmgs- 
kreise  auch  so  fern  lagen  wie  viellcicht  heute  noch 
manchen  von  lhnen. 

Und  die  grauenhafte  Tatsache  der  Existenx  cities 
MAdchenhundels,  sie  beclrfickle  und  verfolgte  mich.  Ich 
forschte,  hOile,  Hess  mich  belehren,  und  ich  erfuhr  xu 
dem  an  sich  Schrecklichen  noch  das  tief  HeschAmende : 
vicle  Juden  sind  HAndler,  viele  judische  MAdchen  sit  id 
Ware.  Man  sagte  es  nicht  lsu.it,  man  flfisterte  sowohl 
von  jfidischcr  wic  von  christlichcr  Suite,  die  Juden,  sogar 
solchc,  die  an  der  Spitxe  philantropischer  Institutional 
standen,  glaubten  die  Angaben  nicht  und  sprachcn  von 
Verleumdungl  Die  Christen  sprachcn  da  von,  wie  von 
etwas  I  Angst  gewusstem,  sel  bst  verstA  n  d  I  i  ch  cm.  Mir  kam 
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es  unglaublicb  vor.  In  unscrcm  Volke,  dcsscn  Gthik  so 
einfnch  und  logiscb  Sittliclikcit  bedcutct,  in  unscrcm  Volke, 
dcsscn  Familicnlcbcn  vorbitdtich  rein  genannt  wlrd, 
Judcn  sollten  Handler,  Ware ,  Konsuwenten  scin  ? 

So  widcrstrelxind  und  widerwfirtig  uns  der  Gedankc 
auch  scin  mag,  cr  ist  Talsache,  wir  konnen  sic  nicht 
vcrleugncn. 

In  den  bciden  Artcn  von  Handel,  im  Ausscnbandcl  und 
im  Innenhnnde!  sind  Judcn  in  grossen  Verbfdtnisxablen 
beteiligt. 

U liter  Ausscntiandcl  sind,  wic  Sic  wissert,  all'  die  koni- 
plixierten  vcrbrccbcrischen  Vorgrmgc  xu  vcrstchcn,  die 
aus  Ucbcncdung,  Vorspicgelung  fatschcr  Tatsachcn,  Ver- 
f  filming,  Kuppclci,  Freihcitsberaubung,  usw.  xusaminen- 
gesetxt,  Madchcn  daxu  bringen,  ihre  Hciinat  xu  vcrlasscn 
und  in  fremden  LAndern  der  Prostitution  als  Erwerb 
xugefubrl  xu  werden. 

Wic  bcknnnt,  sind  die  Handler  und  Agentcn  vielfach 
Frauen,  kapitalkrnftige  Kaufleule,  die  oft  under  dem 
Deckmantel  grosster  Ebrbarkcit  ihr  Gescbaft  betreiben. 
F.est  ebenso  unfasslich  wie  das  Gevverbe  selbsl  ist,  dass 
in  Rumfmien  sowic  in  Galixien  die  Mfidchenbnndier  als 
solclic  in  den  jftdischen  Gemeinden  gckannt  und  dennocb 
geduidet  sind.  In  einigen  Orten,  die  ich  besuchte,  bat 
man  inir  am  Samstag  Nachinittag  solclie  Herrcn  gexcigt, 
die  mit  Kaftan  und  Schlafcnlocken  sclicinbar  fronun  ein- 
her  waudelten  und  vielleicht  im  Stilleu  iiu  fiblichen 
Corso  Hire  Auswabl  trafen  und  Plfine  machtcu. 

In  einer  grossen  osterreiebiseben  Stadt  wurden  mir 
judisebe  Frauen  genannt,  Hcsitxcriuncn  von  Mictshfiuscm, 
die  ibr  Vcrmogcii  uotoriscb  durcb  Madcbcnbandel  ge- 
sammelt  batten.  Von  der  cincn  wusstc  man,  dass  sic 
x.  '/A.  auf  dem  Wcgc  nacb  Indicn  war  und  dass  sie  be- 
stiinmtc  Bexiebungen  xu  ihrer  Heimat  erbaltc. 

Ich  bin  uiebt  imstande  Ilmen  xu  sagen,  ob  xwiseben 
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den  Handlern  wirklich  ein  “Trust,”  ein  King  bcstcht, 
oder  ob  sie  ihre  Geschafte  vereinzclt  in  klcincn  Com- 
pagnien  betreihen.  Sicher  isl  nur,  dass  die  Polizei  und 
die  anderen  Behorden  vielfach  von  den  Vcrhfiltnisscn 
Kenntnis  haben,  dass  sie  aber,  weiin  es  nicht  zu  eincm 
eklatanten  Skandal  kommt,  kcine  EingrifTe  tun.  Das  gilt 
nicht  nur  von  den  vielfach  angefuhrten  Lftndem  ostlicher 
Unkultur.  Auch  in  anderen  Skiatcn,  anderen  Weltlcilcn 
sollcn  Polizeiorgane  oft  die  Schutxpatronc  dcr  Madchen- 
handler  scin. 

Tatsachc  ist,  dass  die  Juden  selbst  vielfach  beide 
An  gen  xudrucken.  Fur  die  armen  Juden  in  Osteuropa 
kann  dafur  die  Enlschuldigung  angcffihrt  werden,  dass 
die  Einzelnen  so  sehr  init  ihren  eigenen  Nolen  und 
Kfunpfen  xu  tun  haben,  dass  sie  nicht  die  Zeit  und  nicht 
die  Kraft  haben,  ihrein  sittlichen  Kmpfindcn  nachxugchen 
und  einen  schwierigen  Kainpf  gegen  Gewalten  aufzu- 
nehmen,  deren  Maclit  in  der  toleriertcn  Unsittlichkeit 
fest  wurzelt.  Aber  auch  besitzende  juden,  die  kraft  ihres 
Vemiogens  sich  einer  gewissen  Autoritfitcifreuen,  denken 
nicht  damn,  die  Gemeinde  von  Elenicnten  zu  saubern, 
die  ihnen  zur  Schnnde  gereichen.  Gleichgfiltigkeit  und 
frivole  Lebensanschauung,  die  nur  Erwerb  und  Gcnuss 
als  erstrebenswerte  Ziele  kennen,  lasscn  die  sogenannte 
jfldische  fntelligenz  in  Galizien  und  Rumfinien  xu  Mit- 
schuldigen  der  Mfidchenhandler  werden.  Und  wo  es 
mir  aber  noch  gcglrtckt  ist  Intercsse  und  Verstfmdnis  fur 
die  Schniach  dcr  voi  handenen  Zustandc  xu  erweeken,  da 
waren  es  Frauen,  die  sich  xum  Kampf  aufrufen  licsscn. 
Leider  sind  deren  noch  gar  wenige. 

Nchen  den  Aussenhandcl  t'ilxir  den  Sie  (lurch  undcrc 
Red  tier  noch  mehr  horen  werden,  gibt  es  einen  blicken- 
den  I nncu/uvuiel.  Es  ist  das  Verdienst  dcr  abolitionisti- 
schcn  Federation  dieacn  in  d;is  Bercich  der  intcrnationalen 
Besprech ungen  gezogen  zu  haben. 
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Dieser  Innenhandel  versorgt  die  Bordclle  und  andere 
den  Frost i t u t io n sxwecken  dicuende  Uuternehiiuingen, 
wie  Animierkneipen,  Varictes,  Daineiikapdlen  nsw.  mit 
dein  notigen  MAdclienmatcrial,  das,  uni  das  Publikum 
immer  neu  an/.ulocken  und  auxureixen,  bestandig  ausge- 
wechselt,  also  neu  angeworbcn  und  weilcr  geschickt 
werden  muss.  Die  Agenten  auch  dieses  Handels  sind 
vielfach  Juden  und  Jfldinnen,  ebenso  wie  die  liordell- 
hrilteriunen  es  sind.  Id)  Italic  in  ciner  niuifinisclien 
Hafeustadt  7  olli/iell  tolerierte  Bordelle  gesehen,  von 
denen  4  in  jftdisehcn  HAudeii  waren.  I11  Knikau,  Lem¬ 
berg,  Cxernowitx  sind  ganxe  Strusseu  vorherrscliend  von 
Juden  bewohnt,  die  allc  Art  von  Gelegenheitsmacherei, 
also  im  libel  nigenen  Sinne  MAdchenliandel  xn  ill  rein 
Gewerbe  hahen. 

Was  von  dieseni  Innenhandel  xu  sagen  ist,  bezieht  sich 
absolut  niclit  nur  auf  Ostcuropa,  sondern  es  gilt  fdr  die 
gauze  Welt,  nur  sind  vielleiclit  in  den  LAndern  der  Kultur 
und  Hypcrkultur  die  Korracn  glatter,  das  Laster  ver- 
hullter;  in  den  Centrcn  des  Grosstadtlchcns  ist  kein 
Grund  vorhanden  mit  Kopfachfittcln  von  der  Sitten- 
veiderbt licit  der  OsleuropAer  zu  sprechen. 

Und  wie  verhalten  sicli  die  Frauen  im  Allgemeinen,  die 
judischen  im  Besondereii  xu  diesen  Verhfiltnisseu  ? 

Mit  Ausnalime  einer  reiativ  versclnvindeiid  geringen 
Auxnhl  ist  den  Frauen  die  Ausbeutuug  und  die  Sklaverei 
ihrer  GeschlechtsgeiiosKinneii  nur  we  nig  bekannt.  Vide 
werden  von  den  Miinnern  absiclitlich  in  Unkenntnis  der 
Tatsachen  gehalten,  weil  die  Manner  an  deni  verstaubten 
Ideal  der  unwissenden  Frau  festhalten.  Die  moisten 
Frauen  sind  alter  gleichgQltig.  Wenn  sie  iiianehnial 
durch  Sensiitionsluslernlieit,  oder  Neugierdc,  ans  Uuchcrn 
oder  dnreli  einen  Blick  in  die  Wirklichkeit  von  gewissen 
VorgAngen  Kcnntnis  bckomnicn  und  sie  erschrocken,  oder 
entrftstet,  Fragen  stellen,  dann  werden  sie  von  luAuuliclier 
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Seile  ineist  dahin  belohrt :  “  l);is  muss  so  sein,  diet  mcnsch- 
liche,  die  mftnnlichc  Natur  braucht  diese  Opfer."  Dass 
dieses  Argument  nur  in  beschranktem  Masse  gilt,  dass  die 
Zu nali me  dcr  Prostitution  und  damit  verbunden  die 
Zunahme  der  Gcschlechtskrankheiten  cine  ebenso  grosse, 
vielleicht  noch  grossere  Volksgefalir  bedeutet,  wie  x.  B.  ein 
Krieg,  das  wil  d  den  Frauen  versclnviegen. 

Und  so  geht  denn  die  jftdische  Frau,  nicht  andurs  als 
die  nicht  judisclie,  gleichgCUtig  oder  mit  einem  frivolen 
Lflcheln — je  nach  ilirem  Charakter  oder  dem  Ton,  da*  in 
ihrem  Kreise  gilt — an  den  Plakaten,  Annonccn,  dent  lichen 
oder  vcrhfllltun  Schaustellungen  und  Anpreisungen  von 
Ware  auf  dem  Menschenmarkt  vorbei. 

Betrachtet  man  die  W;irc,  die  der  Moloch  Prostitution 
braucht  und  verschlingt,  dann  sicht  man  in  den  IJuidern 
des  Ostens  wieder  in  orach reckendcr  Menge  judisclie 
Madchcn,  die  ifnn  verfallen,  indent  sic  Prostitutionswarv 
(Or  die  gauze  Welt,  bis  nach  den  Bordellen  von  Japan 
bilden. 

Als  Ursache  dafflr  wird  meist  die  okonomischc  Notlage 
der  jodisclicn  Devolkemng  in  Russland,  Galixien  und 
Rumanien  angegeben. 

D;iss  die  bkonomische  Not  einen  grossen  Faktor  in  der 
Frage  bildet,  ist  x.weifellos.  Mir  scheiut  die  geistige  Not 
und  der  Zerfall  des  Familienlebens  ein  noch  grdsserer 
und  unendlich  sclnverwiegendcrer.  Abcr  ich  habc  nodi 
andere  Grflnde  bcobachtet,  ErzieluingssGnden,  verschro- 
bene  Anschauungen  von  Ehre  und  Schande,  dcr  Begriff 
der  Mindcrwerligkeil  des  weiblichen  Geschlechtes,  seine 
AufTassung  als  nur  Gesehleehtswesen  u.  a.  Stellt  man 
diese  Veihaltnisse  in  Verbindung  mit  dem  niedrigen 
Niveau  der  sittliehen  BegritTe  der  besitxenden  Klasse  jener 
Lfuider  —  bei  Jnden  und  Christen  —  dann  werden  die 
traurigsten  Vorkommnisse  erkl&rlich,  ebenso  crklarlich 
wie  es  die  Paralellerscheinungen  in  Westeuropa  und 
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Amerika  sind,  wo  die  gleichen  Ursachen,  Geschlechts- 
egoismus  und  kurzsichtige  Sozialpolitik,  die  gleichen 
Wirkungen  hervomifen. 

Die  Nichtachtung  dcr  Menschenrechte  der  Frau,  die 
in  der  doppelten  Moral  ihren  Ausdruck  findet,  liisst  sie 
zur  Ware  herabsinken. 

Und  wenn  wir  wieder  fragen,  wie  verhfdt  sich  die  Frau, 
die  besitzende  jOdische  Fr.ui,  diesen  Verhfiltnissen  gegen- 
Obcr,  in  der  ganzen  Welt,  in  Osteuropa,  in  Westeuropa, 
in  Amerika  ? 

Dedauerlicherwcise  ist  xu  konstatieren  :  die  wenigsten 
Frauen  haben  den  moralischen  Mut  sich  derer  anzu- 
nehmen,  denen  in  der  Mangclhaftigkeit  ihrer  moralischen 
Ausrftstung  die  ftbermenschliche  Kraft  fell  lie,  allein  dem 
Ansturm  der  Verhultnisse  xu  trotzen.  Die  wenigsten 
haben  den  Willen  und  das  Verslandnis  schiitzend,  vor- 
beugend,  helfend,  stfltzend,  im  Einzelnen  sowie  in 
Grossen,  an  ihren  bednlngten  Schwesteni  Menschen- 
pflicht  zu  fiben.  Doch  sind  uns,  was  den  Madchenschutx 
betrifft,  die  christlichen  Frauen  allcrorts  voraus. 

Die  katholischen  sowie  die  protestant ischen  Frauen 
sind  darin  von  ihren  Gcistlichen  angeregt  und  unter- 
stfitzt,  und  es  cntwickeln  sich  die  christlichen  Mildchen- 
schutzorganisationen  auf  beschrftnkl  confessioneller  Basis. 
Die  Kabbiner  sollten  sich  eingchcnd  mit  dcr  Fragc  des 
Miklchenhandels  und  der  Prostitution  befassen  und  die 
heute  aller  Welt  bekannten  Tatsachen  cncrgisch  ins  Auge 
fasten. 

Daher  gibt  es  l hr  die  jfldischen  Mildchen  wenig  Schutz, 
weder  den  Handlern  noch  den  Konsuincnten  gegenftber. 
Daraus  ergibt  sich  die  folgcnde  Sachlagc  :  Der  inter- 
nationalen  Convention  zufolge  schdtzen  die  Staaten  die 
ihnen  politisch  zugehbrigen  Madchen  und  zugleich 
schfttxen  die  bciden  christlichen  Confcssionen  ihre 
Glaubenssch  western.  Die  meist  gefiihrdcten  Madchen, 


die  jftdinnen  aus  Russlaud,  Rumfmicn  und  Galizien 
geniessen  nicht  nnr  keinen  staatlichcn  Scluitz,  sondern 
sic  werden  durch  die  antiscmitischc  Tendenz  dues 
icspcktiven  Vaterlandes  geradezu  zuin  Prostitutions- 
gewerbe  getrieben.  Wenii  wir  judeu  nicht  anfungen 
unsere  Sehuldigkeit  xu  tun,  da  konnen  xvir  die  Schmach 
erlebcn,  dass  je  inehr  christlichc  Madchcn  deni  Markt- 
verkehr  entzogon  werden,  tun  so  mulir  und  uin  so  sicherer 
wird  die  jfidischc  Ware  die  Nachfrago  zn  liestreiten 
haben. 

Und  so  wie  wir  Hfmdler  und  Ware  jfidisch  wissen,  so 
wissen  wir  auch,  d'ass  viele  Konsumenten  jfidisch  sind. 
Das  was  Jahrtausende  hindurch  das  Bollwerk  des  Judeu- 
turns  war,  die  Reinhcit  dcs  Familienlebens,  wir  sehen  sic 
benagt  und  untergraben.  Der  Missbrauch  von  Freiheit 
unter  der  Jugend,  die  ahnehmende  Autoritat  der  El  tern, 
Assimilation  mit  den  I^astcrn  der  clirisllichen  Gcscllsehaft, 
vereinen  sich,  den  Vcrfall  der  Familien  einxuleiten  und  zu 
bcschleunigen.  Einerlei,  ob  ein  reiclicr  Mann  sich  cine 
Maitrcsse  oder  mehrere  hfilt,  ob  ein  minder  reiclicr  vor- 
fibergehend  und  gewisscnlos  ausacrhalb  seiner  Ehe  unter 
dem  Schlagwort  “polygamer  mfmnlichcr  Veranlagung” 
seine  Opfer  sucht,  ob  Einjfihrige,  Studenten,  Gymnasi- 
asten,  junge  Kaufleute  “das  Leben  kosten "  oder  “sich 
ausleben  ”  wollen,  iinmer  sind  diese  nvannlichen  Prosti- 
tuierlen  Konsuineuten,  deren  Kfmfermoral  cine  so  niedcre 
ist,  dass  sie  die  grauenhafteste  Ausbeutung  der  Ware 
selbsl  bedeutet. 

lch  babe  bier  nicht  nuf  die  Einxelhcilen  der  Einwirkung 
hinxtiweisen,  die  den  Mann  als  Konsument  im  Mttdchen- 
handel  zum  Zerstorer  des  Familienlebens,  dcs  Familicn- 
glfickes  und  der  Familicngcsundheit  macht;  er  vergeudet 
Volkskraft  in  jedem  Sinne  des  Wortcs. 

Und  die  Frau,  die  jftdischc  Frau  als  "  HO  term  der 
Familie,”  wo  bleibt  sic  ?  Fs  is  nicht  wahr,  dass  die 
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verAnclertcn  Zcitcn,  d;is  freie  Oenkcn  die  ffir  ihre  Rechte 
kfunpfcnde  Frau  von  ihren  Pflichlen  als  Gnttin  und 
Mutter  befreit  hatten.  Im  Ciegcnteil,  die  denkende  Frau 
muss  sicli  heute  noch  mein-  hewusst  werden,  dass  abge- 
sehen  von  den  Peraonliehkeitswertcn,  die  in  der  Familie 
zu  pflegen  sind,  die  Familie  das  Element  des  Stnatcs  und 
des  Stammes  1st.  Slaals-  und  stammeserhaltcnde  Aut- 
gaben  drangen  sich  daher  der  modemcn  Frau  von  alien 
Scitcn  auf.  Wenn  sich  auch  die  allgcmcincn  Bcdmg- 
ungen,  untcr  denen  wir  heute  leben,  gegen  friihcre 
Zeiten  gefmdcrt  ha hen,  so  hedcutct  das  nur,  dass  sich  ffir 
die  Frau  die  Formen  und  Mittel  findern  miissen,  durch 
die  sie  naeh  wic  vor  “die  Hfilerin  der  Familie”  bleiben 
muss. 

So  wie  in  die  Hand  und  untcr  die  Vcnintwortung  der 
jfidischen  Frau  die  Ausfuhrung  von  Ritualgcscly.cn  gclcgl 
worden  \varen,  die  das  Haus  “koschcr,”  d.  i.  rein  erlmllen 
sollten,  so  liegt  es  auch  in  der  Hand,  d.  h.  in  dein  Willen 
und  dem  Verstandnis  der  Frau  durch  Festhallen  an  den 
Moralgesetr.cn  das  Haus  und  die  Familie  fDrdie  hochstcn 
Ziele  der  Fortentxvicklung  tauglich  y.u  gestalten. 

Mit  feinen  Sinnen  hat  sie  nufxunehmen,  init  Klughcit 
und  Takt  hat  sie  y.u  benutzen  und  y.u  verweben  was  clsis 
Leben  draussen  an  Erruhrungcn  darhietet,  denn  sic  ist 
die  Ery.iehcrin  der  Kinder,  dcr  Kivaben  und  der  Mildchen. 

Und  da  diese  Konfcrenz  uns  Frauen  aulTordert  an 
der  Bckampfung  des  M.ridchcuhaudels  teilxunchmen,  so 
mochtc  ich  I  linen  diese  Aufgahe  in  deutlieher  Zwci- 
tcilung  ans  Herr,  legen  :  die  cine  Scite  ist  die  fmsscrc, 
soy.iale  Ffirsorge  fur  gcfthrdctc,  bed  roll  te,  geschfu  fte  und 
cntrcchtcte  Mitsch western,  die  andere  ist  das  Vertiefen  in 
Froblemc,  deren  Bedeutung  und  Krhabcnlicit  sie  rcinigt 
von  dem,  was  ihnen  fflr  die  alitagtichc  Oberfliichlichkeit 
an  Schmuty.  anhaftet. 
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Habcn  wir  tins  hcute  als  Judcn  hicr  zusammengef  unden, 
um  die  Aufgabe  in  Hirer  Gftnxe  auf  tins  zu  nclimen,  so 
geschah  es  in  der  Erffillung  des  die  ganze  Ethik  des 
Juden turns  begreifenden  Wortes  (“poa  *7^1'?  rDn8*0  : 
Liebe  Dcinen  Nfichsten  wie  Dich  sclbst. 

Aber  ich  mochte  Union  noch  ein  Kampfwort  mitgeben  : 
“  Es  genflgt  nicht,  kein  Unrecht  zu  tun,  man  darf  auch 
nirgend  Unreclit  dulden.** 

VORSITZBN’DKR  Dr.  SONNENFELD :  Meinc  Damen 
und  Herren — Sie  werden  sicherlich  mit  mir  cinig  soin, 
wenn  ich  Frfiulein  Pappenheim  den  Dank  ausspreche  fflr 
dicse  krflftige  Darstellung  und  zugleich  dicscn  Anlass 
benutze,  Frfiulein  Pappenheim  als  cine  dor  cncrgigstcn 
und  mutigsten  Mitkampferinnen  der  Bewcgung  anzu- 
erkennen.  Ich  bitte  Sie,  dies  mit  mir  zu  tun.  (I^ebhafter 
Beifall.) 

Dr.  H.  ADLER,  The  Chief  Rabbi:  “Co-operation 
with  Rabbis  and  teachers  in  order  to  create  stronger 
feelings  against  the  evil.” 

As  long  ago  as  December,  1898,  1  drew  up  a  letter  in 
Hebrew,  to  which  1  obtained  the  signatures  of  the  Chief 
Rabbis  of  France,  Berlin,  Hamburg,  and  Frankfurt,  who 
have  gone  to  their  rest,  of  Vienna  and  Rome,  who  arc 
happily  still  with  11s,  in  addition  to  my  own  name.  Do 
you  wish  me  to  read  that  letter  in  its  English  translation  ? 

This  letter  was  forwarded  by  the  good  ollices  of  our 
lamented  friend,  Alfred  I^ouis  Cohen,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  I.C.A.  to  the  Rabbis  of  all  the  congregations  in 
Russia,  Poland,  Lithuania,  Galicia,  and  Roumaniu. 

There  is  reason  to  fear,  from  con wrsat ions  1  have  had 
with  Rabbis  who  have  come  to  this  country,  that  they  are 
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not  fully  cognisant  of  the  existence  of  this  traffic,  its 
ramification,  and  its  perils.  It  is  also  to  be  apprehended 
that  the  lay-leaders  of  the  various  communities  are 
apathetic  on  the  subject.  In  proof  hereof  I  may  mention, 
that  in  July  last  a  deputation  from  one  of  the  chief  cities 
in  Russia  came  here  to  solicit  our  intervention  in  a 
matter  that  culled  for  prompt  action.  Wc  complied  with 
their  request  forthwith.  1  subsequently  wrote  to  the  head 
of  the  deputation  and  asked  his  co-operation  and  that 
of  his  friends  in  combating  this  traffic  and  also  asking 
for  information  on  the  subject.  I  received  no  reply. 
Perhaps  this  silence  is  due  to  the  fact  that  my  corre¬ 
spondent  could  not  obtain  any  particulars. 

1  would  suggest  that  a  circular  letter  be  addressed  to 
the  Rabbis  and  to  trustworthy  heads  of  congregations  in 
the  countries  before  mentioned,  including  Turkey,  where 
the  infection  has  begun  to  spread.  This  letter  should  be 
bused  upon  the  experience  gained  during  recent  years  and 
upon  the  results  of  our  conference,  should  ask  for  full 
information  .as  to  the  existence  of  evil  in  each  separate 
town,  and  should  invite  suggestions  as  to  the  most 
effectual  means  for  combating  the  peril.  But  its  principal 
object  should  be  to  create  stronger  feelings  of  horror 
against  the  evil. 

I  therefore  propose  : — 

That  a  letter  be  tidd rased  to  Rabbis  and  lay  heads 
of  J civish  communities  of  Russia ,  Roland \  Ron  mania, 
Galicia,  and  Turkey,  setting  forth  the  varions  points 

■  agreed  upon  at  this  Conference ,  and  that  it  be  signet t  by 
the  President  of  the  Conference  and  the  'Jewish 
Ecclesiastical  authorities. 

The  following  was  the  letter  referred  to  by  the  Chief 
Rabbi  : — 
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London, 

December,  1898. 

To 

The  Venerable  Rabbis,  the  Wardens  and  Executive  in  nil 
towns  in  Russia,  Poland,  Lithuania,  Galicia,  aud  Rounmnin- 

lire  time  has  arrived  that  you,  the  heads  of  the  Hebrew  Con¬ 
gregation  should,  each  according  to  his  ability,  work  in  God's  cause. 
We  are  fully  aware  that  the  honour  of  Israel  is  very  dear  to  you,  and 
that  it  is  your  great  desire  to  raise  the  condition  of  our  jicoplc. 

We  therefore  address  our  earnest  request  to  you. 

The  sad  tidings  Iwvc  conic  to  us  that  evil  men  and  women  go 
about  in  your  countries  from  town  to  town  and  village  to  village  and 
induce  Jewish  maidens,  by  false  representations,  to  leave  their  native 
land  and  to  go,  by  their  advice,  to  distant  countries,  telling  them  that 
they  will  find  there  good  and  remunerative  situations  in  business 
houses. 

In  some  instances  these  wicked  men  add  to  their  iniquity  by 
going  through  the  form  of  religious  marriage  with  the  girls.  They 
then  take  them  on  board  ship  to  India,  Brazil,  Argentine,  or  other 
countries  in  South  America,  and  then  sell  tl»eni  there  to  keepers  of 
houses  of  evil  repute. 

Who  cannot  adequately  describe  their  bitter  fate  and  terrible 
sufleriug  in  a  strange  country,  the  Inuguagc  of  which  they  do  not 
know.  They  turn  to  the  right  aud  there  is  no  one  to  help  them,  to 
the  left  nnd  there  is  no  one  to  save  them  from  utter  ruin.  Woe  to  the 
ears  that  hear  this  !  Shall  we  allow  our  dear  sisters  to  become 
harlots  ? 

We  therefore  approach  you  to-day  to  confer  with  you  and  to 
receive  your  advice  how  nnd  in  what  way,  we  can  remove  the  terrible 
shame  from  us.  It  seems  advisable  to  us  that  every  Rabbi  and 
Minister  in  his  congregation  should  preach  from  time  to  time  both  in 
the  Synagogue  and  the  Beth  Hamcdrnsh  to  warn  parents  with  regard 
to  their  children  und  tell  them  that  it  Is  tltcir  bounden  duty  to  make 
strict  enquiries  ns  to  the  character  of  the  mail  who  wishes  to  marry 
their  daughter  and  not  to  listen  to  those  who  would  entice  girls  to  leave 
their  parental  home,  for  their  intentions  arc  evil,  and  the  life  of  their 
daughter  is  at  stake. 

Upon  us  all  the  duty  lies  to  remove  this  horrible  evil  from  our 
midst.  And  therefore  you  should  severely  reprove  ail  these  evil¬ 
doers  through  whom  God's  name  is  profaned,  aud  the  House  of 
Jacob  put  to  slmmc,  so  that  they  may  turn  from  their  evil  ways  nnd 
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cruet  fictions.  And  if  they  turn  a  deaf  car  to  these  admonitions  and 
persist  in  their  evil  doing,  would  it  not  he  right  to  separate  them 
from  the  Congregation  and  to  shun  associating  with  them,  so  that  the 
remnant  of  Israel  may  not  do  evil  and  deceit  be  not  practised  by 
them  ? 

And  may  Cod  mercifully  guide  us  with  His  light  ami  hasten  our 
redemption. 

Yours  very  faithfully, 

H.  Aoi.KK,  Chief  A'nAfii,  British  Empire. 

Xadoc  Kaiin,  „  France. 

M.  GOdkmann,  „  Vienna. 

I.  H  II.DKS1IEIMKK  „  Berlin. 

M.  Hikscii  „  Hamburg. 

M.  Hokovitz  „  Frankfurt. 

M.  EHKKNKKicir  „  Rome. 

Kindly  hand  this  missive  to  every  town  and  village  in  your 
neighbourhood,  and  especially  to  Jewish  congregations  in  seaports- 


Lb  Prohbssbur  Sylyaix  LEVY  (Paris):  Mesdames, 
Messieurs,  — Au  moment  ou  votreorctre  du  jour  appclle  la 
question  de  ht  collaboration  avec  les  instituteurs,  je  n’ai  pas 
1c  droit  de  me  taire  ;  j‘ai  le  devoir  de  voits  rappeler  qu’il 
existe  tine  Association  puissante :  ('Alliance  Israelite 
Univcrselle.  II  s’agit  pour  nous,  non  pas  de  ddbiter  dcs 
tirades  sen  ti  men  tales,  mais  d’apporterune  aide  pratique  et 
r6elle. 

Or,  I' Alliance  dispose,  vous  lc  savez,  d’un  personnel 
considerable  d’instituteurs  ct  d’institutrices.  Ccs  insti- 
tuteurs  ct  ccs  institutrices  luttent  depuis  cinquante  ans,  et 
a  l'heure  actuclle,  des  ports  de  I'Atlantiquc  au  Golfe 
Persique  ;  ct  pendant  ces  cinquante  annees  ce  personnel 
a  domic  des  prenves  d’un  incomparable  dcvoiicmcnt  pour 
le  dcveloppcmcnt  de  la  civilisation  et  de  la  moralisation. 

Or,  je  suis  stir  d’nvance  d’etre  l’intcrpretc  de  tous, 
institutcurs  et  institutrices,  en  declarant  qu’ils  seront 
heuretix  et  fiers  de  collnborcr  a  la  Utchc  que  vous  tivez 
entreprise.  Vous  n'aurcz  qu’a  leur  envoyer  par  l’inter- 
mediaire  de  I’AUiance  votre  correspondance  et  vos 
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indications  et  ils  sc  mcttront  cn  rapport  avcc  Ics  families, 
avec  Ics  rabbins  locanx,  ct,  du  Maroc  a  la  Perse,  ils 
pourront  peut-ctre  dd-fendre  et  sauver  un  certain  nombre 
de  victim es. 

Je  demande  done  a  Monsieur  1c  Grand- Rabbin  de 
vouloir  bien  ajontcr  a  sa  proposition  Ics  mots  :  "  An  nom 
de  1’I.C.A.,  de  I'Alliancc  Israelite  univcrsclle  ct  de  1’Anglo- 
Jewish  Association.” 

FrAULBIK  WERNER  :  Ich  mOchte  meinen  Antrag, 
den  ich  slelle,  nachher  begrCinden.  Mein  Antrag  geht 
dab in  : 

Die  bestehemUn  und  noch  cu  grftndcnden  Komi  tees  xvollen 
tu nlich st  Lchrer  und  Lehixriuncu  cur  liekcimpj ung  des 
Madc/icn/uvidc/s  heransichcn 

Anschliesscnd  an  die  gehorten  AusfQhrungen  nibchte 
ich  auch  meinerseits  xur  Anregung  stelien,  d;iss  es  ge- 
boten  erscheint,  die  Stellung  der  Lehrer  und  Lehrerinnen 
unter  uns  Judcn  xu  heben  und  sie  xu  dem  Erxichungs- 
faktor  zu  inachcn,  der  sie  xu  sein  verdienen.  Gerade  fur 
die  BekHnipfung  des  MAdchenhandels  sind  sie  die 
Berufcnen  ;  sie  konnen  belehren,  aufklaren,  vorbeugen, 
wie  niemand  sonst.  Sie  stelien  in  allernfichster  Ver- 
bindung  mit  dem  Teil  des  Volkcs,  den  vvir  schutxcn 
xvollen.  Sie  konnen  ein  Rettungswerk  beginnen,  nocli 
chc  einc  Vemichtung  cingetreten  ist.  (Lebbafter  Beifall.) 

Die  Lehrerinnen  x'orerst.  Es  verknOpfen  sie,  xvenn  sie 
es  ernst  nehmen  mit  ihrem  Bcruf,  die  xnrtestem  Kflden 
mit  den  ibnen  anvertrauten  Menscbenknospen.  Rein  ist 
alles  aus  der  Hand  des  Schdpfers  hervorgegangen,  xvie 
Rousseau  s;igt,  entartet  alles  unter  der  Hand  des 
Menschen.  Sie  k;uin  sehr  xvohl  in  den  Unterricbtsstundeu, 
es  braucht  nur  einc  Geograpbicstunde  xu  sein,  die 
Mfidchen  darauf  aufmerksiim  machen,  dass  der  Sklaven- 
liandel  noch  nicht  ganx  versclnvunden  ist,  noch  niebt 


«59 


einmal  aus  den  civilisierten  Lfmdern.  Mftdchen  werden 
verkauft,  man  macht  ihnen  gltinxende  Versprech ungen, 
aber  sie  gehen  nach  kurxem  Rausch  einem  Leben  ent- 
gegeu,  dass  schlimmer  ist  aLs  ein  Sklavcnleben.  Ihre 
Kdrjier,  ihre  Seclen  werden  geknechtet.  Nur  andeuten 
kann  und  will  ich  hier,  was  die  Lehrerin  tun  kann,  urn 
unsere  beste  Mitkfimpferin  xu  werden. 

Gestern  hat  ein  Redner  so  trelTend  bemerkt,  auch 
wissenschaftlich-logisch  muss  dcr  Madchenhandel  be- 
kampft  werden.  Nun,  in  der  Sciatic  ist  ein  Unterrichts- 
7Aveig,  Anthologie  genannt.  Hier  kann  aber  einc  ver- 
standige  Lehrerin  vornehm  und  delikat  die  Mftdchen 
warnen  von  den  arglosen  Umsichgreifen  schlechter 
Krankheiten.  Hier  kann  sie,  ohne  Kraft  worter  xu  ge- 
brauchen,  die  Mftdchen  aufklftrcn,  von  dem  Mftdchen- 
handel  anfangend,  wie  die  Wege,  die  init  Litxus  und 
Verlangen  anfangen,  in  den  Spitfilem  mQnden. 

Und  ebenso  muss  der  Lehrer  wehren.  Er  muss  den 
Anfang  machen,  darauf  7.11  wirken,  dass  die  doppelte 
Moral  aus  der  Welt  verschwindct.  Beherrschen  lernen 
seine  Begierden  muss  auch  der  J  tingling,  der  Mann  soil 
den  Kampf  gegen  Monist  und  Prostitution  aufnehmen. 
Dann  wird  der  Handel  verschwinden  ;  denn  wo  keine 
Nachfrage  ist,  da  ist  auch  kein  Angebot.  Wehren  muss 
dcr  Lehrer,  denn  nicht  nur  die  Frau  bexahlt  die  Wege  der 
Ungebundenheit  mit  Socle  und  KOrper,  der  Mann  wandelt 
auch  nicht  ungestraft  unter  Pa  linen.  Er  vernichtet  nicht 
nur  sich  sclbst  durch  Krankheitserreger,  die  er  in  sich 
aufnimmt,  er  belastot  seine  sptitere  Gattin,  die  ihm  rein 
und  vert rauens voll  enlgcgenkommt,  er  belastet  sein  Kind, 
dass  seineu  Namcn  weitor  tnigen  soil.  (Ia;bhafter  Bcifall.) 

Uncndlich  wichtig  und  weitgehend  sind  die  Aufgabcn, 
die  die  Schule,  der  Lehrer  und  die  Lehrerin  xu  erftillen 
haben.  Sie  haben  das  Wohl  und  Welle  der  Jugcnd,  der 
Geschlechter  in  Hfuiden,  das  nach  uns  kommen  wird. 


Die  Lebrerscbaft  muss  und  wird  dein  Rufc  Eolge  geben. 
Die  Masse  sclimiedet  beiilc  das  Gluck  fur  den  cinzdncn, 
und  daruin  hai  jecler  lieute  vide  bedeutende  Ver- 
pflichlungen  gegen  die  Gesaintlieit.  Jeder  ist  seines 
Glfickes  Schmied.  Kr  gebort  in  die  geislige  Requicm- 
kammer.  A  lies  bat  sicb  heute  in  den  Dienst  der  allge- 
meinen  Aufgabe  xu  slellen.  Heule  ist  der  Mensch  nur 
das,  was  er  der  A  llgcmei  illicit  lcistct.  Die  sogcnannte 
Arbeit  wire!  dem  I^uhrur  die  Wurxel  des  cigencn  Wachs- 
tums  scin.  Daruin  gipfeln  nicinc  cben  gesproebenen 
Wortc  in  dem  Antrage.  (I^bhafter  Bcifall.) 


Du.  SONNENKELD:  Die  Begei sterling,  die  die  ver- 
elirte  Rednerin  mit  ibren  Worten  gefunden  bat,  bat 
gezeigt,  welchen  Anklang  ihre  Ausffibrungen  gefunden 
baben.  Der  Anti  ag  gebt  da  bin,  diiss  die  bestehenden  und 
noch  xu  grfindenden  Komitees  nach  Moglichkeit  Lchrer 
und  Lehrcrinnen  xur  Bckfunpfung  des  Mfidchenhandcls 
beranxiehen  mbgen. 

Madamk  ErofcNK  SIMON  (Paris):  Mes  cbers 
coreligionnaires, — Une  grande  experience  acquise  dans 
les  oeuvres  de  protection  et  de  rclevement  des  jcimes 
lilies  appartenant  a  toutes  les  conditions  nous  out  permis 
de  comparer  les  difT6rentes  mentalites  et  de  nous  faire 
une  idee  exacte  des  causes  dc  ebute  cliez  nos  jeunes 
coreligionnaires.  Une  de  ccs  causes  reside  pour  la  Juive 
dans  son  gout  elTnl*ne  dc  la  parure  et  du  plaisir  sous 
toutes  scs  formes.  Elle  tfprouve  le  besoin  de  paraitre. 
Elle  juge  les  cboses  et  les  gens  d’apres  sa  propre  nature 
qui  la  porle  vers  lout  cc  qui  papillottc  et  qui  bribe. 

Si  son  intelligence  et  son  instruction  ne  soul  pus 
suffisantes  pour  faire  d'clle  une  employee  de  commerce, 
ou  une  instilutrice,  elle  considere  comine  line  decheance 
de  se  faire  domestique,  ou  d'apprendre  un  metier  inanuel. 
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Dans  un  cours  de  cuisine  quc  nous  venous  de  fonder 
mi  11  Toit  Familial  ”  a  Paris,  en  faveur  de  nos  protegees 
agues  d'une  vingtainc  d’nnnces,  celles-ci  ii’ont  consent! 
a  suivre  ces  eours  qu’a  la  condition  de  ne  pas  laver  la 
vaissollc.  Les  jc lines  Israelites  avee  une  telle  mentality 
sont  ainsi  ton  les  pretes  a  accepter  les  offres  alldcliantes 
du  traliquaiit,  leur  promettant  une  vie  facile,  ct  nous  ne 
pouvons  pas  nous  etonner  de  savoir  epic  dans  bien  des 
pays  les  dan  senses  sont  presque  toutes  Juivcs. 

Quel  est  le  reniixle  a  cct  6lat  dc  clioscs  ?  Dis- 
parailra-t-il  quand  on  aura  pourchasse  le  trafiquant  ? 
Non,  car  la  raison  du  mal  est  trop  profonde.  File  a  pour 
cause  le  manque  de  direction  morale. 

Beaticoup  dc  jeune  Israelites  n’ont  pas  I’opportunite 
de  profiter  d’une  education  religieuse  bien  entendue, 
telle  qne  le  Protestantismc  et  le  Catliolicisme  savent  la 
dcvelopper  par  des  predications  hebdomadaires,  qui 
rappel  lent  a  la  jeunesse  qu’en  dehors  des  preoccupations 
materielles  il  existe  encore  des  causes  d’ordre  moral. 
Dans  cet  ordre  d'id6es,  la  jeune  Idle  est  complfctement 
abandonn6c  a  elle-meme  et  livree  a  une  ambiance 
dcmoralisatrice  et  malsaine.  Le  remede  a  ce  mal  est 
entre  les  mains  du  rabbin,  de  1’iustituteur  et  de  la 
femme  du  monde  qui  pourraient  agir  sur  le  jeune  garyon, 
sur  la  jeune  fille,  sur  les  jeunes  parents,  sur  I’enfant 
surtout  Car,  si  nous  ne  pouvons  pas  faeilement  agir 
sur  la  generation  actuelle  dont  l’education  est  faussec, 
nous  pouvons  tout  sur  l’enfant  auquel  nous  devons 
iuculqtier  des  leyons  de  morale  d’autant  plus  ncccssaires 
que  les  parents  seront  plus  incapablcs  de  les  leur  donner. 
Nous  formerons  ainsi  line  jeune  generation  oil  les  senti¬ 
ments  dc  purcte  ct  d'honneiir  seront  assez  devcloppcs 
pour  que  1’ignobte  metier  ne  trouve  plus  d'adeptes  parmi 
les  notres. 

Nous  ne  nous  dissiinulons  pas  quc  cct  age  d’or  n’est  pas 
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encore  pres  d’arriver  et  que  tons  les  efforts  combines  sc 
heurteront  a  de  grande*  diflicultes.  Pour  Ich  amoindrir, 
pour  preparer  le  chemin,  ne  potirrions-nous  pas  faire 
nppcl  aux  ecriva  ins  Israelites  ct  leurdcmanderd’approfondir 
la  question  qui  nous  occupe.  Nous  pensons  alors  quo, 
conscients  avec  nous  de  cette  solidarity  juivc  qui  nous 
indique  le  degr6  de  notre  responsahilitG,  en  face  de 
1'ignorance,  ils  trouveront  des  accents  pour  frapper  l’espnt 
ct  le  cajur  des  parents,  des  jetincs  gens  ct  des  jcunes  filles 
cn  rGpandant  la  bonne  parole. 

Madame  Beecher  Stowe  a  pu,  avec  son  lieau  livre  “  La 
Case  de  1’Oncle  Tom,”  communiqucr  a  ses  lecleurs  les 
jeunes  Americains  l'horreur  de  la  traite  des  noirs,  et  les 
r£sultats  les  plus  favorable*  a  la  cause  qu’cllc  defendait 
ont  suivi  la  publication  dc  ce  livre.  Pourquoi  nos  core- 
ligionnaires  comp£tents  ne  voudraient-ils  pas  contribuer  a 
la  diminution  de  la  traite  des  blanches  ct  collaborer  ainsi 
au  relfcvement  moral  que  nous  desirous  si  ardemment  ? 

Pour  aboutir  ett s  maintenant  d  des  r&ultats  pratiques 
et  en  attendant  que  les  rabbins  ct  les  instiluteurs  puissent 
combiner  leur  action,  je  deinandcrai  d  toutes  les  delcgues 
prdsentex  ici  de  collaborcr  a  hi  question  des  patronages. 
Nous  nous  attendons  a  rcncontrer  des  diflicultes,  en 
Russic  et  en  Roumanic,  par  excmple,  car  ces  patronages 
seront  composes  d'Isra61ites  appartenant  aux  classes  les 
plus  disparates;  mais  nous  pensons  que  ces  diflicultes 
pourront  Otre  surmont£cs. 

Jc  vais  maintenant  vous  lire  un  passage  d’un  memo¬ 
randum  dc  la  GeinSrale  S6e  qui  est  chargee  par  le  Comitc 
de  Bienfaisance  de  Paris  dc  visiter  les  jcunes  filles  dans 
les  prisons  ct  les  hopitaux. 

Madame  la  Generale  S6e  dit  notamment  ; 

“  Pour  les  jcunes  Fran^aisesou  la  inativaisc  influence 
tie  vient  jamais  dc  la  famillc  (la  femme  dcchue  fnisanl 
tous  ses  efforts  pour  retenir  la  jeune  fille  dans  le  droit 
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chcmin,  ainsi  que  mes  seize  amides  tie  visiles  a  Saint- 
Laxarc  me  font  monlrc),  lc  manque  d'aptitude  aux 
travail x  pratiques  :  cuisine,  menage,  blanchissage,  etc., 
etc.,  csl  une  cause  de  chute.  Lcs  families  ct  les 
CEuvres  de  charitd  out  lc  grind  tort  de  donner  des 
metiers  de  luxe  :  couture,  modes,  brodcric,  qui  Ocartcnt 
ties  travaux  mcnagcrs.  L'intervention  des  rabbins  et  des 
Presidents  et  tnembres  des  Comites  d’CEuvres  de 
Bienfaisance  pour  factlitcr  les  manages  serait  un  moyen 
efticace  pour  lcs  etrangeres  :  Roumaiucs,  Russes, 
Polonaises. 

“  La  miscre  des  parents  ou  leur  complicity  poussent 
les  fillettes  de  13  ans  a  la  prostitution  dont  ils  tirent  un 
bdnefice. 

“  II  ne  faut  faciliter  la  clechdanee  paternelle  ct  le 
placement  dans  des  refuges  ou  tout  contact  avec  les 
parents  et  les  influences  extdrieurcs  serait  interdit.” 
Mine.  Simon  proposed  : — 

That  it  is  desirable  that  Jewish  Societies  should  be 
formed  in  those  countries  where  they  do  not  at  present 
exist  for  the  Protection  of  Girts,  and  that  the  lady 
delegates  attending  the  Conference  from  the  various 
countries  should  meet  ami  consider  haw  best  flu's  can  be 
effected,  so  that  the  work  of  these  Societies  should  be 
carried  on  upon  similar  lines  to  the  Jewish  Association 
for  the  Protection  of  Girls  and  Women,  the  Frauenbimd 
ami  the  American  Council  of  Jeioish  Women. 

Mks.  D.  Q.  H ENRIQUES  (London):  Mr.  Chairman, 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen — 1  have  been  asked  to  give  a  short 
account  of  the  work  and  the  good  results  achieved  at 
Sam  Pyke  House,  the  lodging-house  and  home  for 
respectable  but  friendless  Jewish  girls  and  young  women. 

Some  tvventy-th ire  years  ago  a  lodging-house  in 
another  part  of  the  East  End  was  opened,  where  there 
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were  only  six  inmates,  but  the  number  increased,  and  a 
larger  house  was  required.  This  in  its  turn  became  too 
small,  and  through  the  munificent  gift  of  the  late 
Mr.  Joseph  Pyke,  our  present  Home  (Sara  Pyke  House) 
was  built.  During  the  last  Hve  years  no  less  than  over 
850  girls  have  lodged  in  it,  though  some  only  for  one 
night.  It  is  situated  in  the  most  densely  populated  part 
of  the  Jewish  quarter  ot  the  E:ist  End,  and  quite  close 
to  the  docks,  where  the  foreign  girl  arrives  knowing  no 
language  but  her  own,  d;i/.ed  by  the  crowded  scene 
before  her,  and  feeling  utterly  bewildered.  In  former 
days,  on  her  arrival,  she  was  surrounded  by  men  or 
“bullies,"  as  they  sire  called,  who,  under  pretence  of 
assisting  her,  offered  to  lake  her  to  respectable  lodgings, 
but,  in  reality,  to  houses  of  ill  repute. 

Now,  however,  since  our  Association  has  been  founded, 
our  own  inspectors  meet  the  ships  on  their  arrival,  as 
well  as  the  trains  that  bring  passengers  from  other  ports 
to  the  various  termini.  They  are  known  to  the  officials, 
and  the  Hebrew  badge  they  wear  assures  the  frightened 
lonely  girls  that  they  are  there  to  assist  them,  and  they 
are  taken  by  them  to  Sara  Pyke  House,  where,  tired 
and  travel-stained,  they  rest,  and  are  welcomed  by  our 
Lady  Superintendent  with  hot  coffee  or  cocoa  free  of 
charge 

Meanwhile,  our  inspector,  with  the  addresses  given  by 
the  girls,  finds  out  whether  their  destinations  are  respect¬ 
able  or  otherwise  ;  if  satisfactory,  he  returns  and  takes 
the  girls  to  their  friends.  Should  they  prove  unsatis¬ 
factory,  the  travellers  are  told  the  dangers  they  run  in 
going  to  them,  and  by  both  lady  superintendent  and 
agent  they  are  urged  to  remain  within  the  safe  walls  of 
Sara  Pyke  House,  in  most  cases  with  good  results. 

Those  girls  who  have  neither  friends  nor  addresses  are 
kept  in  the  house,  boarded  and  lodged  for  one  shilling  a 
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day.  If,  however,  their  means  arc  so  limited  that  they 
cannot  afford  that  small  sum,  it  is  reduced,  and  in  some 
extreme  cases  they  are  allowed  to  live  free,  and  arc  not 
turned  out  to  run  the  risk  of  being  inveigled  by  the  vile 
creatures  ever  ready  to  get  hold  of  them.  Most  of  these 
travellers  are  merely  birds  of  passage,  waiting  sometimes 
only  a  few  hours,  or  a  few  days,  before  joining  the  ships 
which  are  to  carry  them  to  other  continents,  whilst  others 
remain  until  their  friends  arc  communicated  with  in 
provincial  towns,  or  until  we  find  out  if  the  addresses  are 
respectable  ones.  Many  girls  find  not  only  temporary 
lodgings  at  Sara  Fyke  House,  but  a  permanent  home 
there.  Among  these  are  orphans,  friendless  girls,  and  girls 
who  have  been  removed  from  dangerous  surroundings, 
and  who  have  all  been  brought  through  various  channels 
to  be  protected,  cared  for,  and  looked  after  at  our 
lodging-house.  Sometimes  girls  in  the  house  will  recom¬ 
mend  their  friends  also  to  become  inmates.  Whilst  in 
the  Home  they  follow  their  various  occupations,  situations 
often  having  been  found  for  them  by  our  lady  superin¬ 
tendent. 

They  leave  early  in  the  morning,  and  in  some  cases  do 
not  return  till  late  in  the  evening,  when  they  find  a  good 
meal  and  a  welcome  ready  for  them.  Their  board  and 
lodgings  cost  them  seven  shillings  a  week,  but  low 
wages  or  slackness  of  work,  and  sometimes  no  work  at 
all,  cause  the  charges  to  be  reduced.  Even  here  again, 
in  some  instances,  it  is  remitted  until  the  girl  is  in  a 
position  to  pay  off  her  debt  by  small  instalments,  for 
we  recognise  that  no  efforts  on  our  part  should  be  spared 
so  as  to  prevent  the  girl  from  being  cjist  adrift.  A  good, 
as  well  as  troublesome  inmate,  if  respectable,  is  always 
protected  from  the  outside  perils  that  await  her.  Some 
cases  not  suitable  for  the  Home  have  respectable  lodgings 
found  for  them,  others,  more  suitable  for  set  vice,  are  sent 


to  situations,  where  they  are  looked  after  from  time  to 
time  by  visitors  selected  for  that  purpose.  Those  girls 
who  have  lodged  with  us,  though  no  longer  in  the 
house,  can  always  come  for  advice  to  an  ever-ready 
listener,  the  lady  superintendent,  who  encourages  them, 
and,  if  in  danger,  ad  vises  them  to  return  to  the  Home 
until  another  place  has  been  found  for  them.  If  they 
cannot  come  to  her,  the  envelope  which  each  girl  has 
had  given  to  her  on  leaving  the  Home  with  the  printed 
address  of  Sara  Pyke  House  on  it,  and  a  sheet  of  paper 
with  the  girl's  name  and  address,  can  be  sent  to  the  lady 
superintendent,  and  as  soon  as  possible  either  our 
inspector  or  lady  visitor  goes  to  her  and  helps  her.  Sara 
Pyke  House  is  .always  ready  to  welcome  a  respectable 
former  inmate  if  in  her  tree  hours  she  has  no  friends  to 
visit.  She  is  thus  protected  from  picking  up  strange 
acquaintances,  or  going  to  places  of  amusement  where 
she  may  find  pitfalls  into  which,  perhaps  innocently,  she 
tumbles.  We  try  never  to  lose  sight  of  those  girls  who 
have  once  found  protection  under  our  roof  until  they 
have  reached  an  age  when  experience  has  taught  them  by 
years  of  contact  with  the  outer  world  that  they  can,  and 
are,  old  enough  to  take  care  of  themselves.  I  hope  that  1 
have  shown  you  that  by  having  well-organised  lodging- 
houses,  such  as  Sara  Pyke  House,  we  may  assist  in 
reducing  the  evils  and  dangers  that  are  bound  to 
surround  a  girl,  especially  an  unprotected  one,  in  large 
cities  or  towns. 

The  young  working  girl  who,  through  various  causes, 
has  been  bereft  of  natural  guardianship,  must,  if  possible, 
be  cared  for  and  protected  by  societies  formed  for  that 
purpose,  so  that  she  is  looked  after  during  the  most 
dangerous  period  of  her  life,  when  on  all  sides  she  is 
surrounded  by  evilly-disposed  men,  and  to  our  shame, 
women,  who  drag  her  down  to  lasting  degradation  and 
living  death. 


i6; 


I-cl  me  implore  all  who  arc  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
tilt-  respectable  friendless  girls,  to  recognise  the  absolute 
necessity  that,  before  attempting  to  cure  the  evil,  the 
cause  of  it  should  be  dealt  with  and  vigorously  handled. 

Build  houses  to  shelter  these  girls,  make  bright  and 
comfortable  homes  for  those  who  have  none,  and  put  in 
charge  of  them  carefully  selected  officers,  who  will  not 
only  look  after,  but  mother  the  inmates.  I  feel  sure  that 
the  founding  of  Mich  institutions,  not  only  in  England, 
but  throughout  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  would  help 
to  rescue  the  girl  who  is  on  the  borderland  of  falling  into 
the  abyss  of  sin,  where  she  would  be  engulfed  and  lost 
for  ever,  and  these  houses  would  materially  assist  her  to 
steer  clear  of  the  many  rocks  and  dangers  that  are  ever 
pursuing  her  through  ignorance  and  inexperience. 

Mrs.  L.  S.  M.  PYKE  (London)  :  The  subject  that  we 
have  met  here  to-day  to  discuss  and  to  hear  debated,  is 
one  that  appears  to  me  to  be  of  the  utmost  importance, 
and  the  attitude  which  I  am  adopting  towards  it,  in  this 
paper,  is  that  which  concerns  itself  chiefly  with  the  Jewish 
girl  under  English  law  and  educated  in  an  English  ele¬ 
mentary  school.  But  in  order  to  answer  the  question 
“How  far  can  education  and  social  work  be  helpful  in 
checking  this  traffic,  seeing  that  bad  economic  conditions 
are  an  undoubted  source  of  the  evil  ?"  1  must  endeavour 
to  show  what  has  been  achieved  through  these  agencies 
in  the  past  as  well  as  to  indicate  the  obstacles  which,  at 
present,  prevent  their  being  directed  in  channels  likely  to 
give  the  best  result. 

Some  few  years  back  it  was  pointed  out  to  the  Jewish 
Association  for  the  Protection  of  Girls  and  Women  that 
a  great  increase  in  immorality  had  taken  place  in  the  East 
End,  and  the  deplorable  fact  had  to  be  faced  that  children 
of  school  age  lived  in  the  same  houses  as  people  who  lead 
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immoral  lives  and,  becoming  tainted  by  bad  example,  grew 
accustomed  and  indifferent  to  seeing  evil  sights,  and  even 
assisted  in  the  nefarious  business  carried  on  by  those 
about  them. 

This  condition  of  things  could  not  be  permitted  to 
endure,  and  as  there  was  reason  to  be  imperfectly  satis¬ 
fied  with  the  arrangements  in  force  for  Jewish  girls  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  only  Christian  Industrial  School  willing  to 
receive  them,  it  was  decided  to  deal  with  the  difficulties 
by  establishing  a  Jewish  Industrial  School  for  Girls. 

The  number  of  children  admitted  into  the  school  since 
its  inception  has  proved  indisputably  that  the  work  carried 
on  within  its  walls  w;is  very  urgently  needed,  and  the 
happy  faces  of  the  inmates  testify  to  the  fact  that  healthy 
surroundings  and  wholesome  discipline  are  powerful 
factors  in  effecting  reform  and  engendering  the  desire  to 
become  good  and  useful  members  of  society.  Children 
of  ages  ranging  from  a  little  over  three  years  up  to  twelve 
years  of  age  are  committed  under  the  Children’s  Act  to 
the  school  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  are  kept  to  within 
three  months  of  their  sixteenth  birthday. 

It  is  generally  found  necessary  in  the  cases  of  those  child¬ 
ren  admitted  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  twelve  to  keep 
them  entirely  in  the  schoolroom  up  to  the  age  of  fourteen, 
as  owing  to  the  conditions  under  which  they  had  lived 
previous  to  their  committal,  they  are  considerably  below 
the  average  in  physical  and  mental  development.  After 
fourteen  the  girls  are  trained  in  housework,  cookery, 
laundry  work  and  dressmaking,  with  a  view  of  placing 
them  in  service. 

Every  endeavour  has  to  be  made  to  prevent  the  children 
returning  to  their  homes,  and  being  again  within  reach  of 
the  influences  from  which  they  had  been  rescued,  and  the 
managers  are  assisted  in  these  efforts  by  the  power  given 
them  by  the  Home  Office  of  retaining  control  until  the 


age  of  eighteen.  The  Association  feels  confident  that  by 
the  establishment  of  this  school,  which  is  recognised  by 
the  authorities  to  rank  among  the  best  in  the  country,  an 
important  step  forward  has  been  taken  in  the  interests  of 
morality. 

We  now  have  to  approach  this  subject  from  another 
point  of  view — and  to  ask :  Are  education  and  social 
work  performing  to  the  fullest  degree  their  function  of 
checking  the  evil  of  the  White  Slave  Traffic  ?  To  this 
question  1  should  unhesitatingly  answer  “  no.” 

The  education  now  provided  for  girls  in  the  elementary 
schools  in  England  is  not  such  as  to  lit  them  to  fill  any 
position  in  after  life  with  advantage  to  themselves  or 
the  community.  They  leave  school  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
partially  developed,  physically  and  morally,  and  owing 
sometimes  to  lack  of  foresight,  and  sometimes  to  a  not 
unnatural  desire  on  the  part  of  the  parents  to  increase 
the  family  resources,  the  children  are  placed  in  unskilled 
trades,  receiving,  it  is  true,  some  return  for  their  labour, 
but  with  no  prospect  of  being  able  to  provide  for  their 
own  needs  in  the  future. 

I  should  like  here  to  mention  that  I  do  not  under¬ 
estimate  the  valuable  work  that  is  being  done  by  the 
Children’s  Care  Committee,  in  the  matter  of  finding  suit¬ 
able  employment  for  children  leaving  school,  but  the  fact 
remains,  that  the  material  that  they  have  to  deal  with  is 
raw,  and  the  difficulties  with  which  the  workers  are 
confronted  are  many  and  great. 

As  an  alternative  to  trade,  we  have,  of  course,  domestic 
service,  and  we  constantly  hear  the  question  asked, 
why  the  advantages  of  service  arc  not  more  frequently 
pressed  on  the  notice  of  mothers,  and  endeavours  made 
to  overcome  the  prejudice  which  undoubtedly  exists 
amongst  poor  Jewish  women  to  this  form  of  wage  earning 
for  their  daughters.  But,  on  consideration,  do  the  ad- 
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vantages  claimed  for  service  really  exist  when  applied  to 
a  child  of  fourteen  ? 

Untrained  servants  are  almost  exclusively  employed  by 
mistresses  who  can  alTord  to  keep  but  one  servant,  a 
“drudge”  in  other  words,  whose  lot  is  a  bye-word. 

The  instruction  necessary  to  qualify  her  to  improve  her 
position,  and  which  would  compensate  for  the  low  rate 
of  wages,  is  with  few  exceptions  not  imparted,  and  her 
doom  is  practically  scaled  Ixifore  she  has  reached  woman¬ 
hood.  Some,  even  of  these  children  who  have  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  being  trained  for  service  in  the  Jewish  Girls 
Industrial  School  or  the  Domestic  Training  Home,  and 
are  spared  the  ordeal  of  facing  the  world  at  quite  an  early 
age  have  not  the  brightest  of  futures  before  them.  The 
admission  of  these  children  to  both  Institutions  is  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  though  at  different  ages,  due  to  the 
necessity  of  removing  them  from  evil  influences  and  bad 
surroundings — whether  they  have  aptitude  for  the  training 
which  will  be  theirs  cannot  be  considered,  as  there  is  no 
alternative. 

Again,  in  spite  of  the  number  of  applications  from 
employers,  the  Jewish  girl  has  not  the  same  opportunities 
of  improving  her  position  as  her  Christian  sister,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  a  widespread  objection  exists,  in  the 
majority  of  householders,  where  a  large  staff  is  kept,  to 
the  employment  of  Jewish  servants. 

The  difficulties  of  dealing  with  this  problem  of  employ¬ 
ment  for  girls,  do  not  even  end  here. 

I  see  in  the  report  of  the  Training  Home  for  1906,  that 
forty-live  girls  applied  for  admission,  of  whom  twenty-one 
were  passed,  and  in  the  following  year  forty-live  again 
applied,  twenty -three  of  whom  were  passed.  Their  ad¬ 
mission  depends  on  a  satisfactory  report  being  given  by 
the  Hon.  Physician ;  it  will  therefore  be  seen  that  just 
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under  half  the  number  of  applicants  in  the  hist  two  years 
were  considered  physically  unlit  for  training. 

Now  what  is  left  for  these  girls  but  to  drift  into  “blind 
alley  ”  occupations,  to  swell  the  number  of  improvident 
marriages,  or  to  fall  to  the  lowest  of  all  depths. 

These  figures,  however,  sire  quite  infinitesimal  compared 
with  the  number  of  girls  leaving  the  elementary  schools 
each  year  for  whom  absolutely  no  training  has  been 
provided.  The  wages  they  can  command  at  unskilled 
labour  is  but  a  mere  pittance,  never  sufficient  to  ensure 
independence.  Is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  therefore,  that 
they  fall  an  easy  prey  to  the  snares  employed  by  those  who 
set  themselves  to  compass  the  downfall  of  unprotected 
and  innocent  giris  ? 

There  exists,  in  my  opinion,  only  one  way  of  meeting 
and  overcoming  these  difficulties,  namely,  the  compulsory 
inclusion  in  the  school  curriculum  of  industrial  training. 
1  am  aware  that  the  question  of  raising  the  standard  of 
school  age  so  as  to  include  technical  instruction  is  en- 
gaging  the  attention  of  many  public  and  private  bodies, 
but  if  on  account  of  increased  expenditure,  this  proves 
impr.icti cable,  the  matter  could  still  be  dealt  with  by 
substituting  at  twelve  years  of  age  the  teaching  of  some 
skilled  handicraft,  for  some  of  the  lessons  of  minor  im¬ 
portance,  which  form  part  of  the  present  code,  and  by 
attendance  at  continuation  schools  being  made  com¬ 
pulsory.  Training  in  practical  housewifery  and  instruction 
and  elementary  physiology,  with  special  relation  to  morality 
jukI  hygiene,  should  also  be  given  quite  regardless  of  the 
girls’  future  careers  ;  children  are  powerful  factors  in  the 
education  of  their  parents  and  indirectly  fhc  cleanliness 
and  health  of  the  home  may  be  much  improved,  while 
later  on,  in  the  event  of  marriage,  the  girls  themselves 
would  be  better  equipped  to  undertake  the  rcsponsibiltics 
of  their  position. 
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I  would  urge  that  this  question  is  especially  significant 
to  the  Jewish  community,  owing  to  the  greater  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  making  our  girls  economically  independent, 
and*  to  the  pitfalls  by  which  they  are  so  particularly  sur¬ 
rounded.  "  The  woman’s  cause  is  man’s  ;  they  rise  or  sink 
together  dwarf'd  or  God-like,  hound  or  free.’’  Xo  effort 
can  be  too  great  to  secure  the  raising  of  the  whole  standard 
of  womankind,  enabling  girls  to  rightly  value  their  privi¬ 
leges  and  self-respect,  and  to  fit  them  to  become  good 
wives  and  wise  mothers. 

Ignorance  is  not  purity.  We  must  teach  our  girls  to 
deliberately  choose  the  right,  not  accidentally  to  avoid  the 
wrong.  They  have  to  fight  their  way  through  life,  and 
we  must  see  they  have  the  proper  weapons.  The  teachers 
in  our  schools  should  realise  how  great  a  part  they  play 
in  the  future  welfare  of  our  race. 

We  should  ihavc  fewer  of  these  evil-minded  men,  if 
motherhood  carried  with  it  all  the  name  implies,  and 
more  would  be  able  to  say  with  Tennyson’s  Prince  : 

"  Happy  he, 

With  such  a  mother  1  faith  in  womankind 

Heats  with  his  blood,  and  trusts  in  all  things  high 
comes  easy  to  him.” 

My  proposition  is  : — 

That  it  is  desirable  that  the  education  of  girls  in 
elementary  schools ,  under  State  or  municipal  control, 
should  include  lessons  in  some  dements  of  physiology 
and  hygiene ,  with  special  relation  to  moral  questions, 
and  that  this  expression  of  opinion  be  brought,  where 
necessary,  to  the  notice  of  the  proper  authorities. 

Mu.  H.  HANDAU:  There  is  no  doubt  the  last  paper 
you  have  heard  is  most  interesting,  but  it  is  only 
applicable  to  girls  in  this  country.  It  would  not  apply  to 
Poland,  Russia,  and  Koumania,  because  we  cannot 


control  the  laws  there.  The  Association  should  undertake 
the  protection  of  girls  the  moment  they  leave  home. 
Last  night,  at  the  Jews’  Temporary  Shelter,  a  considerable 
batch  of  transmigrants  arrived,  and  among  them  two 
girls  accompanied  by  four  young  men,  some  of  whom 
claimed  them  as  sisters,  others  as  sweethearts.  1  was 
frightened  about  them,  so  to-day  l  sent  them  to  the  Sara 
Pyke  House  to  be  taken  care  of  in  the  meantime. 
Sometimes  these  unprotected  girls  come  to  marry  a 
countryman  who  prefers  a  wife  from  his  native  place. 

Very  often  terrible  things  happen  on  the  journey,  and  1 
am  sorry  to  say,  in  many  cases,  the  girl  is  lost  en  route. 
And  that  is  why  it  would  lx:  of  such  benefit  for  the 
Association  to  take  these  girls  in  hand  from  the  start 
till  the  end  of  their  journey.  I  am  afraid  that  many  of 
the  people  assembled  here  to-day,  are  not  fully  aware  of 
the  conditions  prevailing  in  some  of  these  countries, 
where  these  girls  come  from,  when  they  say  that  they 
require  education  and  civilisation.  I  was  bom  in  Poland, 
and  you  will  forgive  me  if  I  tell  you  that  the  morality  in 
the  small  towns  in  Poland  is  higher  than  in  any  other 
part  of  the  world.  It  is  their  very  morality  which  makes 
these  poor  girls  such  comparatively  easy  victims.  The 
large  towns  I  exclude,  but  in  the  small  towns  a  breach  of 
morality  is  regarded  as  being  punishable  by  death.  These 
girls  require  protection,  because  they  are  so  virtuous  and 
do  not  suspect  evil.  Yesterday  a  large  number  of 
emigrants  came  to  the  Shelter,  mostly  young  men,  on 
their  way  through  to  America.  They  are  leaving  their 
women  in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  send  for  them  later 
on.  What  are  these  women  to  do  in  the  meantime  'i  It 
would  l>c  good  if  there  were  some  agency  to  facilitate 
some  of  these  girls  joining  the  men  of  their  choice,  and 
being  safely  conducted  to  their  destination  and  guarded 
until  the  marriage  lakes  place  either  here  or  in  America. 


I  hope  that  before  this  Conference  separates,  something 
can  be  done  in  this  matter. 

Thk  Rkv.  A.  A.  GREEN  (London)  :  Mr.  Chairman, 
Indies  and  Gentlemen — 1  propose  to  occupy  the  few 
minutes  .at  my  disposal  with  a  reference  to  a  phase  of 
this  question  which  has  come  to  my  notice  for  a  good 
many  years,  and  upon  which  I  feel  very  strongly  and 
concerning  which  1  fear  1  should  not  get  everyone  to 
agree  with  me.  If  we  ask  ourselves  how  it  is  that  the 
attitude  of  Jewish  girls  toward  this  question  has  altered  so 
much,  that  in  the  lifetime  of  comparatively  young  men 
like  myself,  it  has  come  about  that,  whereas  it  was  our 
boast  that  Jewish  girls  were  free  from  taint,  it  is  now  our 
shame  that  so  many  of  them  are  now  among  the  fallen,  my 
answer  is  that  Jews  have  not  become  more  depraved,  more 
licentious,  but  they  have  become  poorer,  and  they  have 
been  forced  into  these  grooves  by  the  grinding  tyranny 
of  as  near  starvation  as  we  can  meet  with  in  a  civilised 
country.  1  find  there  is  a  large  amount  of  starvation  in 
this  I^ondon  of  ours.  Some  people  deny  it,  1  have  been 
told  that  nobody  need  starve  and  nobody  does  starve.  I 
deny  it.  People  are  starving  ;  not  fasting,  all  day  long,  but 
insufficiently  fed.  There  is  in  young  girls  the  animal 
craving  for  food,  and  in  their  homes  the  continual 
grinding  poverty  acts  upon  them  in  a  most  fearful  way. 
Girls  are  overworked  and  underfed  and  under-educated. 
1  know  the  case  of  a  poor  girl  who  went  out  into  the 
streets  and  sold  herself  to  give  bread  to  her  little  sisters 
and  brothers,  she  was  so  desperate.  What  is  a  girl  to  do? 
Now  I  complain  that  girls  who  arc  starving  and  respect¬ 
able  are  not  sufficiently  looked  after,  but  they  are  only  taken 
in  hand  after  they  have  fallen.  The  community  should 
help  those  who  are  starving  and  prevent  them  from 
falling.  Otherwise  their  charity  is  insufficient.  If  a  girl 


commits  a  crime,  you  send  her  to  an  industrial  school. 
What  do  you  do  for  the  good  ones  ? 

We  want  missionaries  in  social  reform  ;  we  want  more 
religion  in  our  politics  and  more  politics  in  our  reli¬ 
gion.  Wc  should  look  after  the  girls  working  in  the 
factories  ;  we  should  look  after  their  feeding.  You  should 
arouse  the  consciences  of  the  entire  community  on  this 
question.  Then  we  shall  begin  to  sec  daylight  on  this 
and  many  kindred  topics. 

Miss  AMERICAN  :  1  propose  to  restrict  myself 

entirely  to  a  subject  which  has  not  been  touched.  We 
talk  of  rescuing  the  girl  when  she  has  fallen,  but  there 
are  two  kinds  of  rescue — the  rescue  of  the  girls  and  the 
rescue  of  ourselves.  1  am  tired  of  hearing  “  them " 
spoken  of.  It  is  time  we  said  “  we."  When  we  talk 
about  pleasure  and  amusement,  do  we  reflect  that  these 
girls  want  pleasure  and  amusement  also  ?  Among  a 
hundred  girls  there  may  be  only  one  case  that  has  fallen 
through  destitution.  There  is  not  starvation  of  the  body 
alone,  but  starvation  of  the  soul  and  spirit.  Man  does 
not  live  by  bread  alone.  We  need  recreation  and  amuse¬ 
ment  in  these  times  of  industrial  depression.  When 
grand  ladies  walk  along  the  streets  in  their  satins  and 
furs,  can  they  not  realise  that  these  girls  want  pretty 
things  as  much  as  they  ?  I  do  not  believe  there  are 
more  fallen  women  among  working  girls  than  among  the 
rich.  The  standard  of  life  has  risen  all  round,  and 
people  arc  not  content  with  the  dull  gray  lives  of  their 
forbears.  I  am  heartily  in  accord  with  Mrs.  Pykc’s 
admirable  paper,  and  Miss  Pappcnhcim  and  Miss  Werner 
have  spoken  admirably  of  their  ethical  work  in  prevention 
and  protection.  But  you  cannot  do  much  with  a  prosti¬ 
tute.  Why  not  ?  Because  she  is  physically  and  mentally 
degenerate.  Is  she  going  to  work  for  a  pittance 
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respectably  ?  You  must  prove  that  her  friends  will  give 
her  as  good  a  time  as  her  enemies  have  done.  You  must 
investigate  each  case  individually  and  on  its  merits.  You 
must  understand  each  woman  individually,  and  you  must 
treat  each  individual  separately.  You  must  learn  from 
her  the  causes  of  her  degradation,  whether  physical  or 
moral  or  mental.  We  must  learn  from  the  prostitute, 
but  we  cannot  reform  her,  because  we  have  not  formed 
her.  But  the  first  offender  we  may  save  from  going  down. 
We  must  deal  with  her  with  patience,  insight  and  feeling. 
Knowledge  never  saved  the  world.  Everyone  thinks 
herself  straight  if  she  is  not  susceptible  to  the  temptations 
of  the  things  of  the  flesh.  It  is  precisely  with  the 
rich  girl  as  with  the  poor  girl.  Ambition  and  passion 
move  the  world.  There  is  a  passion  which  is  good 
as  well  as  a  passion  which  is  evil.  There  arc  ideas  which 
may  make  ideals.  You  must  rouse  passions  for  good  ; 
you  must  create  high  standards.  The  panderer  does  not 
care  what  you  think  of  him.  He  is  a  big  man  in  his  own 
group  ;  that  is  all  he  cares  about.  A  prostitute  of  the  first 
class  wants  to  be  the  greatest  prostitute.  We  must  stamp 
a  new  idea  on  the  world.  There  is  a  great  deal  said 
about  the  purity  of  women  ;  let  us  set  up  a  standard  of 
purity  for  men.  Let  us  have  a  passion  for  purity,  a 
passion  for  righteousness.  We  say  we  are  a  nation  of 
priests  ;  we  must  have  something  to  minister  to;  we  must 
minister  to  the  world.  We  must  not  say  “don’t  do  as  I 
do,  but  do  as  I  say."  We  must  be  examples,  and  not 
talk  about  examples.  We  must  set  up  ideals  again  until 
we  are  moving  on  in  spite  of  ourselves.  There  are 
certain  things  which  are  secret,  but  which  should  be 
also  sacred.  The  father  and  mother  must  make  tins 
secret  sacred,  which  the  children  should  be  allowed  to 
learn  from  them,  and  not  leave  them  to  learn  from  each 
other  and  from  the  street.  Barents  are  too  shamefaced 
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about  it,  there  is  such  a  passion  for  reticence  on  some 
matters.  I  wish  I  had  time  to  say  something  about  our 
home  for  unniairied  mothers  in  New  York.  They  say 
that  motherhood  ennobles,  and  we  must  sec  that  mother¬ 
hood  ennobles  these  girls,  as  I  find  it  does.  Wc  must 
let  this  ennobling  force  influence  these  girls,  and  give 
them  a  chance  of  redeeming  themselves.  After  leaving 
this  Home  20  per  cent,  of  the  girls  are  leading  self- 
respecting  and  self-supporting  lives. 

My  proposals  are  :  — 

That  in  the  work  of  rescue  particular  consideration 
be  given  to  the  mental  and  physical  state  of  each  girl 
as  well  as  to  her  temperament,  ami  that  special  attention 
be  giu’u  to  girls  who  ha ve  fallen ,  either  volunta /  ily  or 
involuntarily,  for  the  first  time. 

That  when  a  girl,  whether  in  an  institution  or 
outside ,  is  being  trained  for  a  trade  or  occupation,  due 
consideration  be  given  to  the  normal  criwing  for  amuse¬ 
ment  and  recreation ,  and  that  a  suitable  special  friend, 
a  sympathetic  woman,  be  assigned  to  each. 

Miss  HANNAH  HYAM  (London):  After  the  very 
eloquent  addresses  which  we  have  heard  from  the  foreign 
delegates,  and  especially  from  our  American  friend,  Miss 
Sadie  American,  I  feel  as  if  it  were  almost  an  impertinence 
of  me  to  address  you  at  all,  being  very  inexperienced  in 
speaking,  but  I  fell  that  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words 
about  one  of  the  questions,  via. :  the  immoral  influences  in 
the  home,  which  have  been  very  littlctouched  upon.  Unless 
children  can  be  removed  from  immoral  surroundings  in 
their  homes,  it  is  of  very  little  use  to  try  and  rescue  them 
in  after  life.  In  such  homes  they  grow  up  future  prosti¬ 
tutes  and  bullies,  and  therefore  I  should  like  to  impress 
upon  you  the  necessity  of  sending  such  children  to 
industrial  schools  as  a  remedy.  Wc  should  press  for  some 
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simplification  or  amplification  of  flic  procedure  of  (he  law 
in  this  country  so  as  to  make  it  more  possible  to  remove 
these  children  when  they  ;ire  in  immoral  surroundings. 
1  have  tried  every  agency,  Christian  and  Jewish,  to 
improve  these  conditions,  and  they  always  answer  that 
they  are  sure  I  am  right,  but  it  is  so  difficult  to  obtain  the 
evidence  necessary  to  obtain  a  conviction  before  the 
magistrate.  It  is  heart-breaking  to  visit  in  these  districts 
and  see  the  children,  at  first  innocent,  gradually  deterior¬ 
ating.  We  see  them  at  school,  nice  and  clean  and 
harmless  at  first,  and  we  see  them  going  down  and  are 
powerless  to  help  it.  I  am  not  advocating  that  the  rights 
of  the  parent*  should  be  interfered  with  when  they  are 
respectable,  as  nothing  can  replace  the  love  of  a  mother, 
even  a  bad  one,  and  an  industrial  school,  however  good, 
cannot  be  the  same  as  a  borne,  but  it  is  an  unfortunate 
necessity,  as  the  Slate  is  allowing  a  great  many  of  the 
rising  generation  to  grow  up  in  circumstances  in  which  it 
is  absolutely  impossible  for  them  to  become  respectable 
people.  They  see  in  their  homes  nothing  but  what  is  bad. 
They  see  demoralising  inH uences everywhere.  I  have  had 
children  as  young  as  seven  warn  me  not  to  enter  certain 
houses  because  they  are  bad  houses.  You  can  imagine 
what  those  little  children  must  know.  The  Children's 
Act  does  not  seem  helpful  to  us  in  this  way.  Of  course 
it  requires  great  care  in  breaking  up  home  life,  and  no  one 
lias  more  regard  than  I  for  the  sanctity  of  the  home,  but 
we  ought  to  lake  away  those  children  who  can  see 
nothing  hut  what  is  bad  in  their  homes. 

MoxsiKUN  i.K  Prohksskuk  SIMONS:  Mcsd ames, 
Messieurs, — Je  lie  devrais  |xis  vous  prendre  la  parole  aprus 
le  discours  si  chalctiiviix  et  si  cmoiivaut  de  Miss 
American,  main  je  tiens  a  rappeler  en  q nek] ties  mots  les 
arguments  que  j’ai  deja  developpcs  avant-hicr.  Je  clisais 


nlors  qu’en  e*sayant  de  dccouvrir  les  causes  du  mal 
social  qui  nous  occupc  aujourd'hui,  il  faut  distinguer  Ics 
causes  soi-disant  hiologiques  et  les  causes  socialcs. 
M  nontenant,  jc  vous  prie  dc  vouloir  hicn  donner  toute 
votrc  attention  a  ce  point  que,  dans  la  question  5  il 
clnit  constate  qne  lc  mal  ctait  Ic  rcsullat  dcs  mativaiscs 
conditions  economiqtics.  Or,  jc  nc  crois  pas  que  nous 
ayons  Ic  droit  dc  nous  prononcer  catcgoriqucmcnt  sur  cc 
point.  En  clTct,  il  faut  tout  d'abord  poser  cn  principe 
que  nous  n'avons  pas  a  rechcrcher  ici  les  causes  dc  la 
tniite  des  blanches  en  general.  Si  nous  volitions  entrv- 
prendre  une  telle  tachc,  il  nous  faudrait  entreprendre 
une  6tude  complete  d’etiologie  criniinelle,  nous  pre- 
preoccuper  des  causes  des  crimes  et  de  la  prostitution, 
deux  phcnomcnes  sociaux  aussi  tristes  que  compliques. 
Or,  pour  cela,  il  nous  faudrait  bcaucoup  plus  que  la 
seance  de  ce  matin  et  nous  ne  pouvons  pas  le  faire. 
Nous  votilons  rechcrcher  simplemcnt  pourquoi  la  race 
juive  participe  sp&ialement  a  cette  traite. 

Eh  bien  1  nous  ne  pouvons  pas  dire  que  la  cause  de  ce 
phcnom&ne  soit  tout  a  fait  cconoinique.  Vous  le  savez, 
dans  la  Doctrine  du  Marxisme,  toute  Phistoire  humaine, 
toute  revolution  humaine  depend  des  situations  econo- 
miques.  Mais  je  nc  crois  pas  que  nous  soy  ions  tons  ici 
dcs  Mandates  orthodoxes  011  mcine  des  Marxistes 
attcnu6>,  comine  par  cxcinple  M.  Bernstein.  Or,  c'esl 
a  Her  bauicoup  trop  loin  que  de  declarer  que  le  mal  est  le 
resultat  dc  la  situation  economique.  En  tons  cas,  ce  mot 
devrait  etre  remplacc  p;ir  le  mot  “sociale”  et  mcine  si 
nous  le  faisions,  nous  ne  serious  |ias  encore  dans  le  vmi, 
car  cette  appellation  est  encore  bcaucoup  trop  restreinte. 

Dans  la  question  majeurc  on  nous  parle  de  Pciigoue- 
nicut  pour  la  toilette  et  Pavidite  du  plaisir.  Eh  hien  1  je 
me  deinande  si  cet  engouement  pour  la  toilette,  cette 
aviditt  du  plaisir,  ne  constituent  pas  une  caracteristique 
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sociale,  tin  phcnomenc  social  quo  vous  poitvcx  constnter 
partout  on  vous  Iron  vex  clcs  Juivcs.  Par  example,  si  vous 
voulcx  venir  avcc  moi  a  Amsterdam,  la  capitate  dc  la 
Hollandc,  vous  pourrez  voir  sc  promcncr  dans  les  apres- 
niidi  dc  chomage  dcs  quantities  dc  jcuncs  juivcs  cn 
toilettes  rcsplendissantcs  ;  nr,  la  situation  cconotniquc  et 
sociale  des  classes  juivcs  a  Amsterdam  ne  diflerc  pas 
bcaucoup  dc  la  situation  dcs  a  litres  classes  dc  la  socictc. 

Je  vous  proposorai  done  d’attendre  lc  rcsultat  dc  vos 
trnvnux  pratiques.  Eflforvons  nous  tout  d'ahord  d’nmc- 
liorcr  la  condition  sociale  et  morale  dc  la  race  juivc.  je 
ne  peux  pas  vous  faire  la  proposition  speciale,  main  je  crois 
etre  d’accord  avec  vous  cn  exprimant  lc  vreu  que  ccltc 
conference,  qui  cst  la  premitre,  ne  sent  pas  la  dcrnierc,  et 
pour  cola,  je  voudrais  que  le  Comite  central  qui  orguni- 
serait  cette  Conference  lit  cn  sortc  que  nous  ayions,  avant 
d'entreprendre  nos  travaux,  dcs  rapports  ptx2alabfes  et 
notamment  un  rapport  special  sur  ccltc  question  :  "Quelle 
cst  la  cause  dc  la  participation  speciale  dc  la  race  juive 
dans  cette  traite  dcs  blanches  ?  " 

Fraij  SCHLES1NGER  :  Mcinc  Damcn  und  Hetren  1 
Ich  bin  in  der  Luge,  tnich  ganz  kurz  fassen  zu  konnen. 
Meine  Anregung  gibt  cine  Antwort  auf  die  Frage,  die 
Herr  Landau  aufgeworfen  hat  und  die  itn  Laufe  der 
Untcrhandlungcn  i turner  wicdcrgckcbrt  ist. 

Mcinc  Anregung  gclit  dahin,  die  l)cstchcndcn  und  nocli 
zu  grOndcnden  Komilces  solicit  dafftr  cintrctcn,  class  die 
jOdischen  Mndchcn  in  den  vcrscliicdcncn  Lftndeni  in  der 
Hauswirtschaft  unterrichtet  werden. 

Rcdncrin  licsl  den  folgetideu  Antrag  ab  : 

Dnss  warn  cs  sich  als  ansftthrbar  erweisen  sollte ,  es 
u/nNschenswcrt  sci,  cinige  ansentndtlfc  jndischc  Aladthcn 
vom  iist lichen  Hnropa  in  verschietlene  Lander  sn  schicken  und 
sie  in  passende  F ami  lien  nnltrunbringen ,  wn  Wirtschafts - 


und  H nusUallnngskunst  sn  erUrnrn,  Hamit  sir.  bei  ihrtr 
Ruckktfir  in  Hie  Heimal  Has  lirUmte  mitteilen  kounen. 

Rauhix’KR  Dr.  ROSENAK  :  Mcinc  Damcn  und 
Herron  1  Wir  sind  heute  am  tctxtcn  Tage  unscrer  Kon- 
ferenz,  Manchcn  von  tins  wird  es  schwer  fallen,  wiedcr 
ahxurciscn,  denn  wir  sind  scit  Montag  nicht  nur  getrfmkt 
worden  mit  Champagner  und  feinen  Dingen,  sondern 
auch  mit  wunderbaren  Retlcn  gesuttigt  worden.  Eine 
momlische  Begeistening  ist  uns  alien  flberkommen,  aber 
ich  glaubc,  mcinc  Damen  und  Hcrrcn,  heute  wflrc  nun, 
am  letzten  Tage  unscrer  Konferenz,  die  Zeit,  die  Vor- 
schlagc,  die  pniktisch  sind,  kurz  zu  diskutieren,  anzu- 
nelunen  oder,  wenu  nicht  gccignet,  ahzulehnen.  Mcinc 
Damen  und  Herren  I  Nicht  alle  Tage  haben  wir  das 
Gluck,  von  so  weit  und  breit  zu  summon  zu  sein,  nicht  alle 
Tage  konnen  wir  uns  hier  vereinigen  um  fiber  cinige  der 
wichtigsten  Punkte  dcr  Menschheit,  kann  ich  wohl  sagen, 
wie  ja  iin  wesentliehsten  betont  worden  ist,  zu  diskutieren. 

Ich  crinnere  Sie  damn  als  unser  erster  Kongress  1904 
in  Frankfurt  war  —  cr  war  in  derselben  Wochc,  in  der 
dcr  heutige  Kongress  tagt  —  damals  hat  der  leider 
inxwischen  verslorbenc  Dr.  Horowitz  den  Kongress 
eroffnet  mit  einer  llammendcn  und  xfindenden  Rede,  die 
wohl  alien  noch  in  dcr  Erinnerung  sein  wird.  Er  spr.tch 
damals  schon  von  dem  Aussatz,  der  am  menschlichen 
Korper  nagt  und  wies  damuf  hin,  dans  man  dies  vor  alien 
Dingen  zur  Kcnntnis  dcr  Rabbiner  und  Leluer  bringen 
muss.  Dass  Rabhiner  und  Ixdiror  sich  dicscr  Aufgabe 
annehmen  werden,  bedarf  keiner  weiteren  Erwfthnung, 
am  allerwenigstcn  bed;u*f  cs  hcrvorgehobcu  zu  werden, 
dass  in  Galizien  dcr  cine  i>der  and  ere  seine  Pflicht 
nicht  tue. 

Meine  Damen  und  Herren  I  Eines  will  ich  noch  er- 
wahnen.  Es  ist  nicht  nur  not  wend ig,  dass  wir  cinmal 


einen  Brief  nacli  Kussland  oder  Rumfuiieu  schickcn. 
Icli  mdclitc  diesen  praklischcn  Vorschlag  liin/uf tigen, 
dass  wir  cine  Zcntralarchiv  grunden.  Wemi  ein  solchcs 
existiert,  dass  es  ausgedehnt  werde.  Diesem  Archiv 
soil  sfimtliches  Material,  Litemtur,  Schriftsliicke  iisw. 
r.ur  Kenntnis  gebracht  werden,  die  in  diesem  Archiv 
aufhcwahrt  werden  sollen  r.ur  Kenntnis  der  Lehrer  und 
der  Rabbiner.  Die  Ja;ute  in  Galir.ien  wissen  znm  Tcil 
nicht  einmal,  dass  ein  soldier  Handel  existiert.  Darum 
soil  darauf  gedruugen  werden,  dass  die  Briefe  nach  den 
vei'schiedencn  Landcrn  sich  in  bestimmtcii  Intcrvalcii 
wiederholen;  es  soil  darauf  hingewiesen  werden,  d;iss  ein 
solcher  Handel  existiert  ;  es  muss  die  lieramvachscnde 
Jugend  davor  gewarnt  werden. 

Sclbstverstilndlich  stimmen  wir  wohl  allcmit  deni  fiber- 
ein,  was  von  der  Prostitution  gesagt  worden  ist.  Wir 
wolleii  nicht  verkennen,  dass  es  notwendig  ist,  bier  ctwas 
xu  tun.  Die  Aufgabe  ist  so  gross,  dass  wir  sie  allein  nicht 
ldsen  kdmicn.  Der  Scliwerpunkt,  nieinc  Dumcn  und 
Herron,  liegt  aber  nicht  in  IXulschland  und  aucli  nicht 
hier  allein,  sondern  ger.tde  in  Galixien  und  Russlaud  und 
darum  bittc  icli  Sie,  mcinen  Ergfuixungsantrag  anxu- 
nelimen,  dass  eventuell  besondere  Personeii  liingcschickt 
werden,  die  die  Lcute  aufklaren  und  fur  die  Sadie 
begeistern  sullen. 

Mrs.  EICHHOLZ  (London):  I  bad  hoped  for  the 
presence  of  two  ladies  here  to-day  who  could  have  dealt 
much  better  than  I  with  the  subject  of  Girls'  Clubs,  but 
in  their  absence,  as  their  sense  of  duty  compels  them  to 
be  elsewhere,  I  should  like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
foreign  delegates  especially  to  the  work  of  real  prevention 
which  is  accomplished  in  these  Clubs  in  London,  notably 
in  the  East  End  and  the  West  Central  Districts.  The 
girls  are  invited  to  join  immediately  on  leaving  school, 


and  there  they  are  able  to  lincl  recreation  as  well  as 
education,  and,  wlr.it  is  perhaps  still  more  precious,  real 
friends — friends  who  an  able  to  advise  them  if  necessary, 
Special  care  is  taken  to  find  out  all  about  their  home 
conditions,  and  to  help  them  to  find  suitable  employment, 
and  this  is  perhaps  the  most  important  part  of  the  club 
work,  lice  a  use  one  lists  to  recognise  the  temptations  open 
to  girls,  considering  the  economic  conditions.  If  suitable 
work  is  found  for  these  girls,  where  they  can  be  self- 
respecting,  in  suitable  surroundings,  and  suitable  work¬ 
shops,  or  factories,  where  they  are  not  open  to  temptation, 
every  opportunity  is  given  them  of  leading  straight  lives. 
Arrangements  are  made  for  them  to  earn  a  proper  living 
wage,  and  to  (ind  work  which  is  constant.  We  know  that 
the  hopelessness  and  uncertain  employment  which  face 
many  of  these  girls  induce  them  to  enter  into  improvident 
marriages,  and  the  unhappy  results  of  these  improvident 
marriages  often  lead  to  immorality.  I  should  like  to 
specially  call  your  attention  to  the  Labour  Bureau  of  the 
West  Central  Girls'  Club,  whereby  hundreds  of  girls 
are  introduced  to  suitable  employment  during  the  year, 
for  which  Miss  Connie  Lewis  does  such  excellent  work. 
This  Club  also  sees  that  the  foreign  girls  coming  over  are 
placed  in  proper  lodgings,  as  their  strangeness  to  this  City 
might  easily  place  them  in  dangerous  surroundings.  Ten 
years  ago  the  Emily  Harris  Home  was  established,  and 
it  was  found  so  useful  that  it  has  had  to  be  enlarged,  and 
it  can  now  accommodate  forty  girls.  1  think  this  is  one 
aspect  of  real  preventive  work.  We  do  not  wish  to  take 
girls  from  their  homes  if  they  have  pro|K*r  guidance,  but 
where  they  are  unfortunately  bereft  of  proper  guardians 
or  their  homes  are  not  desirable,  or  they  come  from 
abroad,  this  Home  does  a  great  and  necessary  work.  In 
connection  with  the  Emily  Harris  Home,  there  is  also  a 
large  working-girls’  restaurant,  as  girls  working  hard  all 
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day  long  need  cheap  and  sufficient  food.  Here  they  can 
have  a  meal  of  hot  meat  and  sweets  for  five  pence.  We 
shall  be  very  pleased  if  any  of  our  visitors  would  like  to 
see  this  restaurant,  and  give  them  luncheon  there.  The 
address  is : — 

53,  Alfred  Place, 

Tottenham  Court  Road. 

Lk  Baron  GONZBURG:  Mesdames,  Messieurs, — La 
limitc  de  cinq  minutes  qui  nous  cst  imposle  va  m’obliger 
A  parlor  cn  style  telegraph ique. 

O11  a  parle  des  Clubs  et  des  Soci6tes  de  Protection  de 
la  jcune  fille;  alors  je  voudrais  aussi  faire  un  peu  de 
reclame  pour  la  Societe  de  Saint- PC'tersbourg  qui  a  6t6 
fonddc  comme  branche  de  la  Societe  mssc  de  Protection 
de  la  Femme  qui  cxisle  depuis  1901.  A  I'hcure  actuclle, 
nous  avons  un  Club  qui  se  riunit  tons  les  samedis  ;  nous 
y  donuons  des  lemons  de  russe,  d’allcmand,  d’arithmGtique, 
nous  y  enseignons  les  travaux  manuels.  De  plus,  nous 
don  nous  des  concerts  ou  nous  faisons  danscr  les  jcunes 
filles.  Lc  Club  esl  ouvert  de  2  hen  res  ft  n  heurcs. 
Nous  avons  environ  cinquante  dames  qui  viennent  au 
Club  tons  les  samedis  soil's.  Le  nombre  des  jcunes  lilies 
cst  d’environ  150.  Nous  avons  deux  “  homes, "  Pun  de 
cinquante  lits,  I’autrc  de  30  lits,  presque  toujours  occuptfs. 
Nous  avons  un  bureau  de  placement  et  enfin  une  com¬ 
mission  cst  charg6e  de  trouver  du  travail  aux  jeunes  filles, 
surtout  en  6te  au  moment  du  chAmage.  Nous  avons  sous 
ce  rapport  Paide  de  diff6rents  Hopitaux  de  Saint-Petcrs- 
Ixjurg  qui  nous  font  des  commandos.  Fntin,  nous 
envoyons  nos  protegees  faire  des  excursions,  environ 
sept  chaque  £tc,  avec  nos  Dames,  et,  pour  finir,  nous 
avons  une  cuisine  qui  nourrit  environ  quumntc  person  lies 
par  jour. 

D’aillcurs,  je  tiens  a  vous  dire  que  tout  ce  qui  se  fait  en 


Russie  est  copie  sur  lc  moclfclc  anglais  et,  &  ce  propos,  je 
me  |>ermettrai  de  rappeler  un  souvenir  personnel.  II  y  a 
25  ans,  j'avais  le  plaisir  d’hahiter  l’Angleterre  ct  un  homme 
quo  nous  honorons  tons  me  mena  silors  a  Whitechapel 
visiter  les  families  de  refugies  russes.  Cet  homme  etait  le 
Grancl-Rabbin,  present  ici  ct  qui  a  sans  doute  oubli6  cet 
incident. 

Avant  de  terminer,  je  dois  vous  dire  quo  dernifcrement 
la  I.C.A.  s’est  reunie  avec  la  Socid'tc  de  Protection  dc  la 
Femme  russc  pour  aider  a  combattre  la  traitedes  blanches. 
Cost  grace  6galemcnt  a  la  I.C.A.  que  nous  avons  pu 
obtenir  des  statistiques  en  Russie.  Enfin,  je  crois  que  la 
I.C.A.  pourra  encore  rendre  de  grands  services, grace  a  ses 
bureaux. 

El  je  dois  maintenant  r6v6lcr  un  petit  secret,  e'est  que 
si  la  Society  peut  subsister  maintenant,  e'est,  qu'au  ddbut 
de  son  existence,  un  donateur,  qui  a  demande  a  garder 
l’anonymat,  nous  a  ouvert  un  credit  de  4,000  roubles,  et 
je  suis  heureux  de  dire  que  depuis  to  ans  nous  n'avons 
pas  encore  6puis6  ce  fonds.  C'est  vous  dire  que  les  desirs 
du  donateur  out  etd  rcspcctes  et  que  nous  avons  pu 
evciller  l’int£rdt  de  nos  coreligionnaires.  Nous  avons 
enfin  un  budget  qui  se  suffit  a  lui-m£me. 

Un  mot  avant  de  finir.  J'ai  peur  qu'en  sortant  de  ces 
debats  vous  n’ayie*  line  impression  trop  pessimistc. 
Toutes  les  prostituecs  no  sont  pas  des  Israelites.  11  n'y 
en  a  qu'un  pourccntagc,  ct  si  nous  consultons  les  statis¬ 
tiques  criminclles,^  par  exemple,  nous  ne  voyons  pas  les 
Juifs  y  dominer,  et  pour  ce  qui  cst  de  la  Bienfaisance,  je 
crois  que  les  Israelites  font  bonne  figure.  II  n’y  a 
d'ailleurs  qu’un  moyen  de  combattre  la  prostitution,  e'est 
dc  combattre  les  homines.  II  faut  que  nous  elevions  nos 
.  gar^ons  saincment,  afiii  qu’ils  pensent  a  autre  chose  qu’a 
.  courir  apres  les  femmes. 


Mr.  J.  PRAG  (London)  :  I  have  to  consider  the 
economic  conditions  that  are  the  abundant  source  of 
this  traffic,  but  they  differ  so  widely  in  the  various 
countries  where  this  traffic  exists,  that  each  of  us  ought 
to  look  at  it  from  the  various  local  points  of  view  by  which 
tlie  traffic  is  effected.  We  ought  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact 
that  in  some  of  the  large  towns  of  this  country  where  there 
arc  a  number  of  Jewish  working  girls,  not  sufficient 
attention  is  given  to  them  after  they  have  left  the  factories 
in  which  they  work,  and  that,  in  many  instances,  if 
there  is  a  fall,  it  is  due  to  ignorance  of  the  terrible 
consequences  which  they  incur  by  promenading  the 
streets  and  allowing  themselves  to  be  accosted  by  well- 
dressed  men  and  women. 

I  have  seen  in  the  large  manufacturing  towns  of  the 
North  girls  promenading  the  streets  in  twos  and  threes  on 
the  look  out  for  fun,  and  a  target  for  all  the  satyrs  who 
infect  the  streets.  These  girls  have  dull  gray  lives  with 
very  little  pleasure,  and  when  they  leave  the  factories  the 
lights  and  gaiety  of  the  streets  are  a  very  potent  attraction, 
and  they  walk  about  there  with  very  little  knowledge  of 
the  dangers  which  beset  them.  Then  they  are  lured  into 
cafes  and  public-houses,  and  then  it  is  that  the  descent  to 
Avernus  takes  place. 

I  should  like  to  see  established  a  League  of  Love,  with 
branches  in  every  town.  It  might  be  a  part  of  the 
beneficent  Society  which  is  protecting  girls  and  women, 
under  the  auspices  of  which  there  might  be  missionaries, 
ladies  as  well  as  gentlemen,  to  go  into  the  streets  and 
explain  to  the  girls  the  terrible  risks  they  run.  We  shall 
then  be  doing  something  towards  the  banishment  of  these 
evil-doers,  who  arc  making  large  profits.  Wc  must  try 
and  bring  light  into  the  minds  of  these  poor  girls. 

I  should  like  this  league  of  men  and  women  to  bring 
their  influence  to  bear  on  the  parents,  because,  occupied 
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jus  they  are  in  the  task  of  earning  a  living  in  these  towns, 
they  are  forced  to  neglect  their  children,  and  they  do  not 
know  the  risks  they  run. 

Mr.  OSWALD  SIMON  (I-OXDOX):  After  long  experience 
in  various  Jewish  organisations,  I  desire  to  give  expression 
to  my  intense  desire  to  try  and  rescue  the  many  Jewish 
girls  and  women,  who  in  recent  years  have  become  fallen. 

It  is  quite  true  what  Miss  American  said  that  the  evil  is 
not  due  only  to  economic  conditions,  but  they  are  at  any 
rate  a  very  considerable  factor,  because  extreme  poverty 
is  an  umnitigjited  evil,  while  if  we  go  to  the  cause  of  that 
poverty,  1  sun  afraid  we  shall  find,  if  we  are  frank  enough 
to  admit  it,  that  much  of  it  is  due  to  improvident  suid 
early  marriages.  1  touch  upon  the  jx>inl  with  some  feeling 
of  compunction,  lest  it  might  offend  the  susceptibilities  of 
many  of  my  orthodox  co-religionists.  These  marriages 
hike  place  with  great  disregard  of  ways  and  means,  and 
they  have  an  evil  effect  in  the  history  of  our  community. 
Such  preventions  ;is  have  been  suggested  by  Mr.  Prng 
could  be  worked  out,  I  believe,  by  a  Ixyigue  of  I^ove 
composed  entirely  of  women  ;  then  I  believe  it  would  lx.* 
possible  to  shelter  these  girls  at  an  early  age  from  the 
djingers  to  which  they  are  exposed.  We  do  not  let  our 
own  daughters  go  about  unprotected  after  dark,  because 
we  know  of  these  d.'iugcrs. 

I  do  not  believe  that  there  are  two  species  of  women  by 
nature,  the  good  and  the  bad.  I  do  not  believe  that  these 
unfortunate  sisters  of  ours  were  dnigged  down  easily  into 
this  horrible,  hideous  and  revolting  slavery.  I  do  not 
believe  that  they  are  bom  to  it,  or  that  they  have  any 
necessity  to  enter  into  it,  except  through  the  pressure  of 
poverty. 


Thk  Rkv.  Dr.  SAMUEL  DAICHES  :  1  am  afniid 
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that  most  of  the  speakers  were  inclined  very  much  to 
exaggerate  matters,  with  the  exception  of  Miss  American. 
It  is  not  true  that  the  Jewish  race  has  deteriorated  in 
morals.  You  cannot  judge  the  morals  of  a  race  by  its 
prostitutes;  you  can  judge  them  only  by  the  moral  or 
immoral  conduct  of  ordinary  men  and  women.  1  say  the 
ordinary  life  of  the  Jews  and  Jewesses  is  still  the  highest 
of  all  the  races  of  mankind,  and  that  the  family  life  of 
Israel  is  still  the  holiest  and  most  moral  in  the  world. 

You  must  not  forget  that  in  many  ancient  temples 
prostitution  was  piirt  of  the  religious  service,  and  that  the 
first  nation  to  forbid  it  was  Israel.  We  must  admit  what 
Miss  American  so  well  said,  that  prostitution  has  been 
unfortunately  carried  on  for  thousands  and  thousands  of 
years.  In  a  Code  of  Laws  of  the  Babylonian  Kings  you 
find  provision  made  for  prostitution. 

1  am  afraid  that  our  poor  brethren  in  Russia  and 
Koumnnia  and  Poland  have  fared  very  badly  in  our 
speeches ;  their  morality  has  been  attacked,  and  I  am  sur¬ 
prised  that  no  one  rose  to  protest,  t  was  myself  brought 
up  in  a  small  Russian  Jewish  town,  and  1  never  heard  of 
prostitution  till  I  came  to  Western  Europe. 

1  should  like  to  make  one  suggestion  in  connection 
with  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Adler,  vix.,  that  the 
letters  of  warning  should  be  sent  out  not  only  to  the 
Rabbis  of  Russia  and  Galicia  and  Poland.  What  about 
France  and  Germany  ?  Why  should  a  slur  be  put  on  the 
Jews  in  Russia  and  Galicia  and  Poland  ?  The  letters  of 
warning  should  be  sent  to  the  Rabbis  all  over  the  world. 
It  is  unfortunate  that  girls  of  the  lower  classes  in  Russia 
and  Galicia  do  not  receive  religious  education.  I  think 
this  circular  letter  should  urge  that  religion  classes  should 
he  established,  which  the  Jewish  girls  can  attend,  so  that 
they  can  be  imbued  with  Jewish  ideas  of  morality.  I  am 
extremely  sorry  that  other  duties  prevented  me  from  being 


here  during  Jill  the  sessions,  otherwise  I  should  have 
protested  against  some  of  the  utterances  of  Pnuilein 
Pappenheim. 

Frau lkin  PAPPENHEIM:  Em  Wort  zur  Berichti- 
gnng.  Der  Herr  Vorredner  scheint  verstanden  xu  haben, 
dass  ich  gesjigt  hfilte,  die  Znstfmde  unter  den  Juden  wflrcn 
trauriger,  als  unter  den  Christen.  Ich  h:ibe  gesagl,  es  ist 
das  traurigste  Kapitel  der  jfldischen  Sittengeschichte  and 
d;is  wird  mir  jeder  zugeben,  dsiss  es  das  traurigste  Kapitel 
der  jftdischen  Siltcngesehichte  ist.  Ich  mftchte  mir  noch 
ein  Wort  erlauben.  Ich  glnube  nicht,  dass  ich  weniger 
Optimist  bin,  als  der  Herr  Vorredner.  Die  Enlwiekelung 
dcs  Uebels  bci  uns  ist  jung.  Wir  hOren  immer  nur  von 
20  und  30  Jjihren,  d:iss  dieses  Uebel  bei  uns  eingedrungen 
ist.  Wir  konnen  optimistisch  scin,  wcil  wir  ahivistisch 
das  Recht  haben,  auf  cine  Reinhcit  '/.urGckxublicken,  die 
wir  bei  andcren  VSlkern  nicht  vorfmden  und  auf  die 
Rcinheit  unscrer  jfidischen  Frauen  wollcn  wir  zuriick- 
gehen.  Diescn  Optimismus  wollcn  wir  tins  nicht  nchtnen 
lusseu  und  diesen  Optimismus  nennen  wir  die  Kraft  zur 
Bekfimpfung.  (Bravo  und  lebhaftcr  Beifall.) 

Mr.  Montcliore  then  moved  Dr.  Adler's  recommen¬ 
dation. 

T/u  Haluxm  suggested  ;is  an  amendment  that  the  letter 
should  be  sent  to  Rabbis  all  over  the  world,  and  not  to 
some  in  special  countries,  as  he  did  not  consider  the  evil 
was  limited  to  Europe. 

1)R.  H.  ADLER,  Ttu  Chief  Rabbi :  I  must  differ  from 
that  amendment.  I  think  if  such  a  letter  were  sent  to  the 
Rabbis  of  Germany  and  France,  such  a  thing  would  be 
resented.  This  letter  is  not  intended  to  teach  people  and 
tell  them  what  to  do  ;  it  is  with  the  object  of  enlighten¬ 
ment,  more  especially  in  the  remote  towns  in  Roumania, 
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Russia,  and  Turkey,  where  (he  extent  of  the  evil  is  not 
known.  All  that  we  wish  to  do,  is  to  bring  the  facts  to 
their  notice.  I  am  quite  sure  that  if  we  sent  such  a  letter 
to  the  Rabbis  in  other  countries,  they  would  receive  it  as 
absolutely  superfluous,  and  we  should  only  make  ourselves 
ridiculous. 

Thk  Rkv.  Dr.  KALIS  DAICHES:  If  the  circular 
letter  is  sent  out  at  all,  it  should  be  sent  to  all  the  Rabbis 
in  Europe  and  America — a  circular  letter  containing  the 
recommendations  of  this  Conference — a  Conference  which 
is  known  about  all  over  the  world. 

Dr.  H.  ADLER,  The  Chief  Rabbi:  It  is  extremely 
advisable  to  have  no  differences  of  opinion.  If  \vc  are 
diffusing  certain  news,  this  letter  would  have  to  be  limited 
to  the  Rabbis  of  Eastern  Europe.  If  we  limit  ourselves 
to  circulating  the  resolutions  which  have  been  adopted  at 
this  Conference,  I  would  consent  to  the  amendment,  so  as 
to  have  no  difference  of  opinion.  The  letter  would  not 
affect  the  same  amount  of  good,  but  so  as  to  have 
unanimity  on  this  subject,  I  am  agreeable. 

Mr.  MONTEFIORE  :  I  regret  that  the  amendment 
should  bo  adopted.  The  Jewish  girls  whom  we  have 
mainly  to  protect  come  from  Russia,  Poland,  Koumania 
and  Galicia  ;  it  is  from  there  that  they  go  out  to  America, 
Buenos  Ayres,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  other  parts  of  the 
world. 

Dr.  GASTER,  The  Haham:  The  victims  are  nearer 
West,  and  the  evil  extends  from  California  to  Shanghai ; 
there  is  no  limit  ;  even  the  United  Kingdom  has  been 
spoken  of  ;  it  is  not  limited  to  one  country  or  another. 

I  am  sure  the  letter  could  not  be  resented  by  anybody. 
You  are  going  to  send  to  all  the  Societies  a  report  of 
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the  resolution  or  recommendations  which  have  been 
passed.  I  consider  it  would  lx-  a  great  injustice  to  send 
the  circular  to  the  few  above-mentioned  countries  only, 
and  therefore  I  ask  that  the  circular  letter  should  be  sent 
to  all  the  Rabbis,  East  or  West,  North  or  South. 

Dr.  BLAU  :  Ich  mochte  nicht  gern,  dass  einc  Disson- 
nanx  cinlrete.  Ich  mftchte  die  Tatsachc  bemerken :  Wir 
haben  in  Frankfurt  vor  xwanxig  Jahren,  bestenfalls  in 
einer  Stadl  von  200,000  Eimvohnern,  2  bis  3  jfidische 
Proalituicrte  gehabt ;  seitdeni  hat  sicli  die  Zahl  so  gestei- 
gert,  dass  uns  die  Behorde  davon  Mitteilung  gcmacht  hat 
und  uns  auf  das  grosse  Ucbel  hingewiesen  haf.  Warum 
sollen  wir  die  Tatsache  nicht  den  Frankfurter  Rabbinern 
mitteileii  'i  Die  Talsachc  Ifisst  sich  nicht  bestreiten,  davs 
soil  clem  Einclringen  russischer,  galixischcr  und  rumftni- 
scher  Elemcntc  bei  uns  die  Vcrhilltnisse  in  diesein  Punkte 
schlcchter  geworden  sind.  Aber  wen  machen  wir  denn 
verant wort  1  ich  ?  K logon  wir  denn  an  ?  Ich  habe  hei  der 
Uebernahme  der  Prfisidcntenschafl  erklArt,  es  scheint  so, 
als  ob  wir  die  Angeklagten  sind.  Wir  kftnncn  uns  wohl 
als  Angeklagte  fufilen,  aber  der  Oeffenllichkeit  gegenfiber 
t reten  wir  als  Anklager  auf.  Es  wurde  kein  Vorwurf 
gegen  die  russischen  oder  ruinfinischeu  Juden  gemacht, 
am  allerwenigslen  gegen  diujeuigen,  die  sich  gegen  dieses 
Uebel  wehren.  Wo  gibt  es  cine  jfldische  Gemeinde,  wo 
nieht  vide  Einsvanderer  sind  ? 

Dr.  Adler's  recommendation,  amended  as  suggested, 
was  then  read  as  follows: — 

That  a  Utter  he  aitdressed  to  Rabbis  amt  lay  heads 
of  Jewish  Cbntn/ituities,  setting  forth  the  various  points 
agreed  nfit>n  at  this  Conference.  That  this  Utter  be 
signed  by  the  President  of  the  Conference ,  and  the  Jewish 
licelcsiastical  Authorities,  and  that  the  Jewish  Colonisa¬ 
tion  Association ,  the  A  Hiatus  l snuViU ,  the  Hilfsverciu 
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dcr  dcntscheu  JudcN,  and  other  Societies  should  be  asked 
to  help  in  the  transmission  of  sink  circular  letter. 

This  \vns  unanimously  p;isscd. 

Frau  Schlesinger’s  recommendation  was  passed. 

Frftulein  Werner’s  recommendation  was  accepted. 

Mine.  Simon’s  proposal  was  carried. 

Miss  AMERICAN  said  that  she  did  not  see  that 
Madame  Simon's  paper  contained  a  recommendation  to 
be  adopted,  viz. :  That  a  distinguished  author  should  be 
invited  to  write  a  book  on  the  White  Slave  Question  in 
the  same  way  as  black  slavery  had  been  written  about. 

Dr.  SON NEN FELD  said  that  it  \v;is  only  a  suggestion 
from  Madame  Simon ;  it  was  not  intended  to  be  taken  as 
a  recommendation. 

Thereupon  nobody  made  any  objection. 

Miss  American’s  recommendations  were  pissed. 

As  regards  Mrs.  Fyke’s  recommendation  : 

Miss  AMERICAN  objected  to  the  word  morality  ns  not 
sufficiently  conveying  the  meaning  intended,  she  thought 
that  the  word  “sexual”  should  be  interpolated,  but  this  was 
intended  ;is  a  suggestion  only,  not  a  resolution. 

There  was  a  movement  in  America  to  teach  the  subjects 
mentioned  by  Mrs.  Pyke,  and  Miss  American  believed  it 
was  spreading  to  Germany. 

Dr.  ADLER  thought  Miss  American’s  alteration  of 
wording  should  not  take  place  without  due  deliberation. 

Mr.  MONTEFIORE  was  of  opinion  that  people  under¬ 
stood  morality  to  imply  sex  morality. 

Mrs.  Pyke’s  recommendation  was  then  passed  without 
the  suggested  addition. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  chairman. 
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AFTERNOON  SE88ION. 

Thursday,  April  jth,  1910. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  G.  MONTGEIORE  took  the  Chair. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  MONTEFIORE  :  Wc  propose  to  take 
at  the  afternoon  session  one  or  two  papers,  and  to  deal 
with  one  or  two  subjects,  for  which  lime  has  not  yet 
been  found.  'Two  short  English  papers  will  liegiu  the 
Conference  this  afternoon,  one  by  Mrs.  K.  B.  Halford, 
Treasurer  of  the  Jewish  Association  for  the  Protection  of 
Ciirls  and  Women,  on  Charcroft  House,  and  then  a  short 
paper  by  Mrs.  Nathaniel  Louis  Cohen,  President  of  the 
Union  of  Jewish  Women,  with  regard  to  Theatrical  and 
Musical  Associations. 

Mrs.  F.  B.  HALFORD  (Lo.vdo.y)  :  In  the  year  1885 
our  Association  for  the  Protection  of  Girls  and  Women 
opened  a  small  Rescue  Home  in  the  City,  but  it  soon 
proved  to  be  too  small  for  our  requirements.  The  neigh¬ 
bourhood  was  also  not  considered  quite  suitable,  and 
eventually  it  was  decided  to  search  for  a  house  in  the 
Western  District. 

We  were  fortunate  in  finding  a  good  one  in  Shepherds 
Bush,  and  after  it  had  been  adapted  to  our  needs,  a  laundry 
built,  and  other  improvements  completed,  the  removal  was 
elVeetcd  in  1887,  and  Charcroft  House  is  still  our  Rescue 
Home. 

Hwro  tunny  poor  nirl*  have  been  trained  and  taught  to 
lead  a  better  life,  their  children  have  been  well  caret!  lor 
by  foster-mothers  in  the  neighbourhood  or  country,  and 
always  under  the  supervision  of  our  excellent  lady 
superintendent,  Miss  Ix:vi,  and  our  matron,  Miss  Bluth. 
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Girls  are  admitted  to  the  Home  through  applications 
which  come  from  many  sources.  Investigations  are  made, 
the  girls  arc  interviewed,  and  if  they  agree  to  conform  to 
all  rules,  and  are  willing  to  enter  for  a  full  year,  they  are 
accepted  as  inmates ;  none  are  accepted  after  a  second 
fall.  All  girls  perform  certain  household  duties  in  turn, 
and  they  must  assist  in  the  laundry  and  with  needlework, 
and  are  thus  prepared  to  enter  domestic  service  at  the 
expiration  of  their  term  of  probation. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  deplored  that  many  very  young  girls, 
ranging  from  thirteen  years  of  age,  fall  into  our  hands  and 
these  we  keep,  if  possible,  for  two  years  or  more,  ;is  a  shorter 
term  would  not  benefit  them  sufficiently  or  enable  them 
to  earn  their  livelihood.  Some  young  girls  are  in  fact 
handed  to  us  by  the  magistrates,  and  are  bound  over  for 
two  years. 

The  results  of  the  training,  the  kindly  care  and  good 
management  of  our  invaluable  staff,  have  been  very  satis¬ 
factory  in  many  cases,  some  having  spent  varying  terms  of 
years  in  domestic  service,  one  having  a  record  of  over 
seven  years  with  one  mistress,  while  many  have  completed 
two,  three  and  four  years  in  their  first  situation  ;  others 
are  respectably  married,  or  have  joined  relatives  abroad, 
and  those  who  are  otherwise  employed  are  able  to  maintain 
themselves  and  children.  Of  course  we  have  had  various 
disappointments,  and  there  are  those  who  will  not  remain 
long  enough  under  our  care  and  who,  unfortunately,  will 
not  listen  to  good  advice. 

Ours  is  the  only  existing  Jewish  Rescue  Home  in 
Rugland,  therefore  we  are  asked  to  receive  many  girls 
from  provincial  towns,  and  for  these  we  receive  the  small 
payment  of  five  shillings  per  week. 

A  disability  arising  from  this  fact  consists  in  being  un¬ 
able  to  separate  the  various  grades,  as  can  be  done  in 
other  communities  where  they  have  many  homes.  We 
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have  had  great  trouble  with  many  sad  cases  of  feeble¬ 
minded  girls  who  have  been  betrayed  ;  the  impossibility 
of  training  them  to  become  self-supporting  has  deter¬ 
mined  us  to  refuse  such  cases  in  future. 

These  poor  creatures  require  special  treatment  and 
segregation  in  homes  and  farm  colonies. 

One  of  our  rules  is  not  to  admit  foreigners  who  have 
lived  less  than  one  year  in  England. 

To  a  certain  extent  the  laundry  is  a  source  of  income, 
but  as  our  inmates  are  mostly  young  and  inexperienced, 
the  profit  is  only  small,  and  naturally  does  not  even  pay 
for  their  maintenance. 

We  are  thankful  to  say  that  since  the  establishment  of 
the  Industrial  School  we  have  not  been  asked  to  admit 
girls  under  thirteen. 

All  clothing  and  outfits  are  made  in  the  home  under 
the  guidance  of  our  clever  matron. 

It  is  well  to  note  the  gratifying  fact  that  we  have  had 
several  donations  from  former  inmates,  who  have  shown 
in  this  pleasing  way  their  appreciation  of  kindness  and 
care  bestowed  on  them  at  a  time  when  they  most  needed 
a  helping  hand. 

Charcroft  House  is  in  every  sense  a  Rescue  Home,  for 
not  only  are  girls  saved  from  evil  surroundings  and 
taught  to  lead  a  better  life,  but  they  are  also  rescued  from 
the  dangers  and  horrors  of  the  White  Slave  Traffic. 

Mrs.  N.  L.  COHEN  (London)  :  1  wish  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Conference  to  two  points  concerning  the 
persons  who  earn  their  living  by  performing  at  places  of 
amusement  such  as  theatres  and  music-halls. 

The  first  point  is  the  custom  of  non-payment  during 
the  weeks  of  rehearsals.  The  only  exception  to  the  rule 
of  non-payment  during  the  weeks  of  rehearsal  is  that  in 
a  few  of  the  best  theatres  half-a-week's  salary  is  given  to 
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the  chorus  (but  not  to  the  principal  artists)  during  the 
dress  rehearsals. 

When  a  new  piece  is  being  prepared  there  are  many 
weeks  of  rehearsals.  Then,  if  the  piece  proves  to  be  a 
failure,  it  is  soon  withdrawn,  and  the  performers  perhaps 
get  a  month's  pay  (or  even  less)  for  three  or  four  months’ 
work. 

In  musical  plays  a  large  proportion  of  the  performers 
are  of  the  chorus  girl  class,  and  are  very  poor.  They 
struggle  through  the  months  of  rehearsal,  perhaps  bor¬ 
rowing  or  running  into  debt  on  the  strength  of  their 
future  earnings.  If  the  piece  fails  or  is  taken  off  after  a 
very  short  run,  these  ehorus  girls  are  reduced  to  the 
direst  straits  of  poverty.  The  temptation  to  forsake 
virtue  to  escape  from  the  hardships  of  extreme  poverty 
becomes  very  great.  It  is  the  opportunity  of  the  trafficker 
and  his  vile  patrons. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  manufacture  of  amusements  is 
as  definitely  factory  work  as  the  manufacture  of  clothes 
or  furniture,  and  that  an  international  agreement  to  put 
places  of  amusement  under  the  respective  Factory  Acts 
of  each  country  would  be  a  beneficial  plan,  securing 
reasonable  hours  of  work,  due  intervals  for  meals,  satis¬ 
factory  sanitary  conditions  in  the  buildings,  and  payment 
for  all  work,  including  rehearsal  work.  Special  clauses 
would  legitimise  the  special  hours  of  entertainment  work 
and  a  differentiation  between  the  scale  of  pay  during  the 
weeks  of  rehearsal  and  the  weeks  of  performances. 

The  second  point  to  which  1  call  your  attention  is  the 
existence  in  various  parts  of  the  world  of  fraudulent 
theatrical  and  concert  agencies,  which  entice  girls  into 
caftfduin touts  and  immoral  houses.  I  am  informed  that  this 
is  one  of  the  sources  of  traffic.  1  do  not  dwell  on  it  as  I 
have  no  direct  knowledge  of  the  subject  ;  but  I  hope 
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others  who  arc  present  here  can  and  will  give  more 
information  on  the  subject. 

Music  is  a  very  international  affair.  Might  it  not  be 
possible  to  make  an  International  Registry  of  Agencies, 
and  to  take  steps  (by  putting  up  notices  in  the  dressing- 
rooms  and  green  rooms  of  theatres,  and  in  the  offices  of 
the  registered  agents)  to  warn  girls  of  the  dangers  of 
seeking  work  through  agencies  not  on  the  International 
Registry  ? 

Frau  LI  LIEN:  Da  sich  hier  so  viele  erleuchtete  Ver- 
treter  des  jfidischen  Stammes  zusammengefunden  haben, 
so  fOhle  ich  mich  als  polnische  Judin,  zu  der  ich  mich 
gerne  bekenne,  einzig  und  allcin  verpfliehtet,  unsere  gali- 
zische  Sache  vor  diesem  erlesenen  Senat  zu  vertreten,  und 
glaubc  damit  am  besten  auch  den  allgemeinen  jfidischen 
Interesscn  zu  dienen.  Werden  doch  unscre,  durch  cine 
ein  Jahrhundert  wfihrende,  VernachlOssigung,  verkomme- 
nen  galizischen  Brfider  und  Schwestern  zur  ewigen  Plage 
und  leider  auch  oft  zur  Schande  des  westlichen  Judcn- 
tums.  Ich  wflrde  cs  gerne  vermeiden,  an  das  gesammte 
Judentum  zu  appclicren  und  wflrde  mich  damit  begnfigen, 
allcin  in  polnischen  Versammlungen,  wie  ich  es  oft  getan, 
unsere  jOdische  Saehe  zu  vertreten,  wenn  ich  nicht  genau 
wusste,  dass  viele  Ursachcn  mitspiclcn,  welchc  es  unm6g- 
lich  machen,  dass  wir  polnische  Judcn,  Oder  die  durch 
politische  VerhJVltnisse  hurt  bed  rftngte  polnische  Nation,  so 
edcl  veranlagt  und  wohlgesinnt  sie  auch  sci,  es  ohne  fremdc 
Hulfe,  ohne  HAlfc  des  gvsamniten  Juden turns  fertig 
bringe,  ihr  Ghetto  aufzurfliuncii,  ihre  arme  jfidische 
Bevolkerung  zu  zivilisieren.  Es  ist  hier  nicht  der  Ort 
lange  historisehe  Auseiiuindersetzungen  durchzufhhren, 
ich  habe  sie  teilwcisc  in  den  vergangenen  Tagcn  angc- 
deutet  und  kann  hier  noch  (zur  Ehre  der  polnischen 
Nation)  anfQhivn,  dass  man  diejenige  jOdische  Bevolker- 
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ting  welche  wie  die  deuLschcn  Oder  cnglischcn  judeii  an 
dem  nationalcn  Entwicklungsgangc  tcilnchmen  wollen, 
voll  und  gany.  gel  ten  Ulsst. 

Auch  habc  icli  niclit  die  Absidit,  eincii  polnischen 
Kanipf  gegen  jGdische  Geistesrichtungen  y.u  fflhren,  die 
icli  tcilweise  als  solche  hochschfitxe ;  idi  will  die  Dingo 
nur  praktisch  anfassen.  Dor  Trail  m  cities  jiidisdien 
Reiches,  die  Erhaltiiug  des  reincu  Judeii  turns,  mogen  selir 
schon  sein,  wir  kOnneu  jedocli  niclit  damn  denken,  die 
gesammte  jftdische  Bevolkcrung  Galiziens  auswandem  xu 
lassen,  und  noch  weniger  das  Judentiini  rein  erhalten, 
wenn  es  nichts  zu  essen  hat,  wenn  es  niclit  erwerbsfahig 
gemadit  werden  kann,  wenn  es  nicht  den  Lcbensbcding- 
ungeii  des  Landes  angepasst  wird. 

Wir  mfissen  also,  wenn  wir  deni  Uebel  wirksani  steuern 
wollen,  in  doppelter  Weise  den  Hebei  ansetzen,  wir 
niftsscn  die  ganz  jungen  Kinder  in  bessere  Umgebung 
bringen,  indem  wir  ein,  fiber  das  gauze  Land  verbreitetes 
Netz  von  Kindergarten  anstreben,  und  vor  allem  in  der 
Hauptstadt  cinen  Zcntmlkindergarten,  verbunden  mit 
einem  Intemat  zur  Hemnbildung  von  polniscli-judisclicn 
Kindergftrtnerinnen,  begrOnden.  Diese  Kiiidergnrtnerin- 
nenschule,  welche  cine  absolute  Notwcndigkeit  ist,  wird 
es  in  Zukunft  ermoglichen,  cine  rationelle  KinderfOrsorge 
ini  ganzen  Linde  zu  verbreiten  und  auch  die  Jugend  fflr 
die  Landesschulen,  welche  (Uirigens  im  steten  Wachstum 
begrifTen  sind,  vorzubereiten.  Der  zweite  Punkt  ist  das 
direkte  Eiinvirken  auf  die  Erworbsffihigkeit,  indem  man 
zahlreiche  Gcwerbeschulen  ffir  die  verxvahrlosten  Kinder, 
und  Hausiialtungsscliiilen,  fur  die,  der  Hausarbeit  ganz 
entwohnten,  Madelien  begrfindet.  Icli  liabe  die  voile 
Ueberzeugung,  dass  dies  die  einzigen  Mitlcl  sind,  niclit 
nur  den  Mfidchcnhandcl  wirksani  zu  bekumpfen,  sondcru 
auch  wenn  wir  die  Sache  crust  und  inachtig  angreifen, 
f Cir  die  Zukunft  ein  reines  und  lebcnsfrcudiges  Judentum 
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grossartigen  mfichligen  Versammlung  des  judischcn 
Volkcs,  'Mfisst  unsere  judischcn  Kinder,  die  Kinder 
Israels,  nicht  verschmachtcn,  rette  sic  ehe  sie  ganz  xer- 
treten  sind  I " 

Meine  Resolution  Ifiutet : 

Die  V ersmmnlnng  fordert  die  grosseu  judischcn 
Vininigungen  nttf,  das  Knllurwtrk  in  Galisien  dnrch 
K inder/ii  rsorge  und  G ewer  be-  mid  Ifaus/ndtinigs- 
schulcn  an  fdrdern. 

JUST1ZRAT  Ok.  BLAU  :  Meine  Damcn  und  Hcrren  : 
Ich  mochle  Ihnen  mitteilen,  dass  die  1.  C.  A.  seit  cinigcn 
Monaten  damit  uingeht,  alle  diejenigen  Organisationen, 
die  arbeiten  an  der  moral ischcn  und  materiellen  Helmng 
der  judischcn  Bevolkerung  in  Galizien  xu  vereinigen, 
urn  ein  Zusanirnenarbeiten,  bezvv.  Krweiterung  des  Hilfs- 
werkes  herbeixufQhren.  Wir  wo  lien  nicht  neben  und 
vor  alien  Dingen  nicht  gegen  einandcr,  sondern  zu- 
sammenarbeiten.  Ich  bin  der  Ansicht,  diese  Resolution 
als  Material  fGr  das  gemcinsame  Arbeiten  der  Organisa¬ 
tion  dcr  l.  C.  A.  xu  Gbcrweisen.  Ich  glaube,  das  ist  die 
richtige  Stellc  dafur. 

Frau  Dk.  LI  LI  ON  :  Ich  muss  Herrn  Blau  und  den 
andcren  Herren,  die  derartige  Acusserungen  dargetan 
haben,  meinen  warmslcn  Dank  aussprcchcn.  Ich  freue 
mich  ausscrordcnt lich,  dass  die  Herren  diejenigen  Gc- 
sichtspunktc  einnehmen,  wie  ich  sie  habc.  Ich  kann  die 
Sache  nicht  von  cinem  anderen  Standpunktc  beleuchten  ; 
ich  bin  glftcklich,  dass  ich  dicsen  Erfolg  crxieit  babe. 

Thb  Rkv.  WALTER  LEVIN:  I  only  desire  to  say 
just  a  few  words  at  the  conclusion  of  this  most  important 
Conference,  because  l  feel  most  strongly  in  sympathy 
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with  the  remarks  which  were  made  before  you  yesterday 
afternoon  by  my  friend,  Mr.  Goldston. 

Far  too  little  lias  been  said  about,  and  far  too  little  time 
given  to,  the  point  of  view  of  the  child  in  the  Fast  End  of 
London.  We  hear  a  great  deal  of  the  necessity  for 
schools  in  Galicia,  and  the  training  of  the  various  girls 
and  men  abroad,  but  1  feel  that  we,  in  London,  must 
understand  the  problem  that  meets  us  here  at  our  very 
doors.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever,  to  my  mind,  that 
there  are  two  aiuses  which  lead  to  this  terrible  evil,  one 
has  been  mentioned  many  times  to-day,  namely,  poverty, 
and  the  other  is,  the  natural  inclination — we  must  say  it 
to  our  shame.  The  poverty  side  has  been  fully  dealt  with, 
although  I  have  not  heard  anybody  refer  to  the  fact  of  the 
evil  consequences  which  result  from  the  way  in  which 
numberless  families  are  herded  together  in  various  so-called 
buildings  and  flats  in  the  East  End  of  London.  We  know 
very  well  that  young  men  and  young  women — we  must 
speak  plainly — use  the  same  lavatories,  we  know  that  day 
by  day  they  come  in  the  most  intimate  contact  with  one 
another.  Those  who  know  the  inner  life  of  these  young 
people  are  aware  that  the  conversation  which  goes  on 
between  them  would  shock  the  ears  of  those  ladies  and 
gentlemen  who  prefer  to  close  their  eyes  to  this  evil.  No 
one  has  spoken  of  the  influence  of  the  low-class  servant 
on  the  children.  We  know  also  what  a  terrible  influence 
must  be  exercised  by  the  mere  fact  of  young  children 
sleeping  and  living  in  the  same  room  as  their  parents, 
sleeping  in  the  same  room  with  their  older  brothers  and 
sisters.  We  know  exactly  what  must  take  place  as  the 
result  of  this  terrible  crowding  together.  Some  of  these 
poor  children,  in  their  innocence,  ask  their  parents  to  let 
them  sell  things  in  the  streets  to  make  a  little  money,  and 
they  go  out  and  sell  something,  penny  toys  it  maybe,  and 
at  the  end  of  a  week  are  proud  to  find  they  have  earned. a 
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shilling  or  so.  The  children  compare  notes  as  to  how 
much  they  have  earned  during  the  week,  and  one  may 
say,  “  I  can  tell  you  how  to  earn  much  more,”  and  so 
child  is  tempted  by  child,  and  is  introduced  to  one  or 
another  form  of  vice. 

I  have  heard  no  one  allude  to  the  terrible  things  which 
take  place  in  the  so-called  picture  palaces  which  arc 
springing  up  all  over  London.  Few  realise,  and  especially 
docs  this  apply  to  the  Fast  End,  the  terrible  amount  of 
vice  and  temptation  to  which  children  are  subjected  by 
being  taken  into  these  palaces,  which  are  sometimes  used 
for  the  most  evil  and  terrible  purposes. 

A  young  girl  wishing  to  go  out  into  the  world  to  earn 
her  own  living  answered  two  or  three  seemingly  innocent 
advertisements  in  the  "  Morning  Post,”  and  received  a 
reply  from  a  colonel  to  call  upon  him  at  an  address  in 
Ebury  Street.  I  need  not  tell  you  of  the  terrible  tempt¬ 
ation  to  which  this  poor  girl  was  exposed  Another 
advertisement  which  she  had  answered  had  been  inserted 
by  a  fashionably  dressed  lady  with  a  motor  car  who 
wanted  her  to  go  abroad.  Then  there  is  the  natural 
inclination  side.  This  is  shown  by  the  filthy  expressions 
one  reads  chalked  up  in  school  playgrounds,  which  leave 
no  doubt  as  to  the  tendencies  of  the  children.  It  is  for 
those  who  understand,  to  do  something  to  stop  this 
terrible  evil. 

VVliat  is  to  be  done  to  strengthen  the  morality  of  the 
children  ?  We  want  legislation  ;  we  want  the  hands  of  the 
teachers  strengthened.  I  advocate  more  co-education. 
Boys  and  girls  brought  up  together  will  grow  accustomed 
to  work  side-by-side  as  friends  and  comrades.  1  see  no 
good  in  the  so-called  talks  to  children  which  take  place. 
Instead  of  raw  youths  talking  to  four  or  five  hundred 
children,  let  the  teachers  talk  to  them.  The  children 
should  learn  something  of  the  terrible  evils  which  await 
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them  if  they  arc  not  careful.  1,  for  one,  hope  that  the 
headmistresses  and  headmasters  of  the  schools  will  take 
the  children  of  the  higher  standards,  and  with  discretion 
open  up  their  minds  to  some  things  which  they  ought  to 
know,  and  explain  the  terrible  evils  that  looseness  in 
conduct  or  conversation  leads  to.  1  do  not  wish  to 
under-rate  the  value  of  religious  teaching,  but  religion 
hardly  touches  the  ckiss  we  want  to  get  at.  At  present  it 

is  difficult  to  get  hold  of  that  clans.  I  am  mire  a  great 

deal  could  be  done  to  help  them  and  to  make  the  race 
purer  and  better. 

Baron  ALEXANDER  dk  GUN2BERG  then  proposed 
the  following  recommendation  which,  after  discussion, 
was  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the  Conference  : — 

In  consideration  of  the  fact  that  prostitution  appears 
to  he  less  general  in  countries  7 o here  lads  ireeive  a 
physical  education ,  this  Conference  recommends  the 
importance  of  developing  the  physical  as  well  as  the 
moral  training  of  lads. 

Mr.  MONTEKIORE  then  introduced  Miss  Nettie 
Adler. 

He  said :  Miss  Adler  is  a  daughter  of  the  Chief  Rabbi, 
and  occupies  a  very  important  and  exceptional  position, 
as  being  one  of  the  only  two  ladies  elected  to  serve 
on  the  London  County  Council,  which  governs  this 
great  Metropolis.  She  is  also  on  the  Educational  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  London  County  Council,  and  is  a  great 
authority  on  education.  She  will  address  a  few  words 
to  yoti  on  industrial  training. 

Miss  NETTIE  ADLER,  L.C.C.  (London)  :  Mr.  Chair¬ 
man,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen — 1  was  very  sorry  that  l 
could  not  be  present  this  morning  when  educational 
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questions  were  to  be  discussed.  I  understand  from  my 
father  that  it  had  been  suggested  that  nothing  was  done 
to  safeguard  young  people  whilst  at  school. 

Of  late  years  a  great  deal  has  been  done  in  certain 
respects.  We  are  very  anxious  to  postpone  entry  into 
the  workshops,  as  we  believe  great  harm  is  done  to  (he 
girls,  physic-ally,  mentally,  and  morally,  when  they  enter 
the  workshops  too  young.  Consequently,  the  County 
Council  have  started  True l«s  Schools,  where  girls  can  learn 
dressmaking,  millinery,  art  needlework,  embroidery,  fine 
laundry,  etc.,  etc.  At  the  same  time  ten  hours  weekly 
are  given  to  general  education.  By  postponing  the  time 
of  entering  the  workshop  from  fourteen  to  sixteen,  and 
especially  by  the  very  careful  moral  training,  which  is 
given  to  the  girls  during  those  two  years,  they  are  able  to 
choose  the  good  and  leave  the  evil,  when  they  go  into  the 
workshop.  The  girls  come  back  to  us  sometimes  and 
complain  of  a  certain  workshop,  saying  that  they  should 
like  to  leave  it,  that  they  do  not  like  the  tone  of  it.  This 
helps  us  to  find  out  which  are  the  really  good  workshops, 
where  we  can  conlide  the  girls,  and  which  are  undesirable. 
We  hope  to  expand  this  system  largely,  and  I  think  we 
may  be  able  to  do  a  good  deal  to  raise  the  general  lone  of 
workshops. 

The  various  School  Employment  Committees  are 
endeavouring  to  place  young  people  out  in  workshops 
where  there  is  also  a  better  moral  tone,  ancl  by  watching 
that  they  are  not  overworked,  and  that  they  are  in 
respectable  surroundings,  they  sue  able  to  do  something 
to  prevent  that  great  lowering  of  the  general  disposition 
which,  unfortunately,  often  takes  place  when  children 
leave  the  shelter  of  school  and  go  out  into  the  world. 

By  the  establishment  of  lsibour  bureaux,  our  Advisory 
•  Committee  hope  that  a  great  deal  more  may  be  done,  so 
that  not  only  a  few  children,  but  practically  every  child 


204 


will  be  watched  over  by  the  educational  authority,  will  be 
kept  on  a  list,  and  every  care  taken  to  see  that  the  child 
goes  to  the  work  for  which  it  is  best  suited,  for  which  it 
is  technically  trained,  and  further  physical  training  given. 
By  this  means  we  feel  we  can  keep  a  hold  on  these  young 
people.  The  whole  scheme  is  much  in  the  public  eye, 
and  1  think  everybody  is  alive  to  the  fact  that  a  great  deal 
is  to  be  done  in  the  years  between  fourteen  and  sixteen. 

In  the  workshops  a  great  deal  of  harm  can  occur,  an 
amount  of  harm  which  is  not  always  discovered,  even  by 
the  Clubs,  and  we  hope  to  abate  this. 

Thh  Rbv.  DAYAN  HYAMSON  :  1  should  have  liked 
to  have  moved  a  resolution  to  the  following  effect,  that 
this  Conference  should  establish  an  English  section, 
having  for  its  objects  to  assist  the  work  of  the  Jewish 
Association  for  the  Protection  of  Girls  and  Women,  but 
1  have  been  told  that  a  resolution  of  that  kind  is  inad¬ 
missible,  because  of  its  sectional  character.  If  the 
resolution  were  extended  and  made  more  general,  it 
might  possibly  be  in  order,  but  then  it  seems  to  me  it 
would  be  too  general,  because  surely  the  very  fact  that  so 
many  of  our  friends  have  come  from  all  parts  of  the 
world  shows  us  that  they  do  not  need  any  pledge  that 
they  will  do  their  best  to  carry  out  the  work  of  rescue. 

The  case  ^different  with  the  English  delegates,  because 
they  have  not  made  so  many  sacrifices ;  some  have  come 
from  the  provinces,  but  they  belong  mostly  to  London. 
The  Conference  has  been  useful  from  some  points  of 
view,  and  it  has  been  a  satisfaction  to  take  part  in  it,  and 
I  should  like  some  practical  outcome  with  regard  to  the 
English  section.  The  work  which  has  been  done  by  the 
Jewish  Association  for  the  Protection  of  Girls  and  Women 
for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  has  necessarily  been  of  a  * 
delicate  character,  requiring  tact,  and  it  has  naturally  had 


to  he  done  quietly.  I  doubt  whether  the  bulk  of  the 
Jewish  Community  has  known  fully  of  the  amount  of 
good  that  has  been  done  quietly  by  the  Jewish  Association. 
I  am  afraid  that  the  majority  of  us  have  ignored  or  shut 
our  eyes  to  the  extent  of  the  social  evil  which  has  grown 
day  by  day  and  year  by  year,  and  they  have  left  the  work 
to  be  done  by  a  small  hand  of  devoted  men  and  women. 
It  seems  to  me  as  the  result  of  the  hist  three  days' 
discussion  that  a  good  deal  of  extra  work  will  be  thrown 
on  our  London  Association.  More  workers  may  be 
required,  to  help  to  raise  those  who  are  fallen  and  gone 
astray,  and  to  help  them  to  save  the  innocent  and  pure  from 
sin  and  defilement.  It  is  possible  that  more  money  may 
be  required  by  the  Jewish  Association  of  Loudon  to  cope 
with  the  extra  work.  If  it  were  provided  with  ampler 
funds  we  might,  in  this  Metropolis,  and  throughout  the 
country,  cover  a  wider  field  and  do  more  work.  The 
work  could  not  he  done  more  efficiently  than  hitherto, 
hut  with  more  workers  and  increased  funds  more  work 
could  be  done.  Apparently  it  is  to  become  a  “  Central " 
for  the  whole  of  Europe,  or  even  for  the  whole  of  the 
world  1  l  earnestly  ask  and  appeal  to  Jewish  Ministers 
that  they,  and  all  of  us,  should  make  efforts  to  stir  the 
conscience  of  our  own  community,  to  see  that  the  work 
of  rescuing  human  lives  and  souls  is  not  the  concern  of 
a  small  and  devoted  band,  but  of  the  whole  community. 

The  problems  dealt  with  during  the  last  three  days  are 
not  problems  to  he  ignored,  to  shut  one’s  eyes  on,  but  to 
be  faced  and  grappled  with,  problems  which  we  all  ought 
to  do  our  best,  however  little,  to  attempt  to  solve. 

1  trust  that  the  work  of  the  Association  will  be  recog¬ 
nised  as  it  deserves,  as  being  at  least  as  important  as  any 
other  of  our  Jewish  Institutions. 


THK  Rkv.  I.  R A F FA LO V I TC H  (Livkrpooi.)  :  I  wish 
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to  address  myself  to  the  delegates  from  the  provinces,  ns 
I  desire  an  extension  of  the  work  in  every  town  of  this 
kingdom. 

The  efforts  of  Mr.  Monteliore  and  Mr.  Moro  were  very 
successful  in  the  meeting  that  they  called  in  Liverpool, 
and  it  is  desirable  that  branches  should  be  established  in 
every  town.  1  had  the  case  of  a  girl  who  wanted  to  go  to 
Iveeds,  and  we  had  no  one  to  appeal  to.  We  wrote  to  the 
minister,  and  he  did  the  work,  and  well,  but  we  came  to 
the  conclusion,  that  it  is  of  the  greatest  necessity  that 
there  should  be  an  organised  body  in  every  part  of  the 
country,  so  that  the  work  should  be  more  thoroughly 
carried  out.  1  would  most  earnestly  appeal  to  the 
delegates  from  the  provinces  that  they  should  endeavour 
to  form  more  branches  in  their  cities. 

Thk  Rev.  Dr.  G  ASTER  ( the  Ha  haul) :  I  am  not  going 
to  submit  any  resolution.  1  wish  to  discuss  one  of  those 
points  which  l  had  hoped  some  one  else  would  have 
brought  up,  but  which  has  been  ignored  entirely.  We 
have  been  discussing,  more  or  less,  the  question  of  educa¬ 
tion,  how  to  enlighten  the  benighted  ignorant  Jews  of 
Eastern  Europe,  and  we  are  assuming  very  complacently 
that  the  people  in  Eastern  Europe,  that  the  girls  and 
young  men  of  Galicia,  Koumunia  and  Russia  never  read 
books  or  papers,  and  that  they  know  nothing  of  what  is 
going  on  in  the  world,  and  now  you  are  going  to  open 
their  eyes  to  a  new  world  with  our  pamphlets  and  circu¬ 
lars  and  booklets,  which  are  to  l>e  distributed  broadcast. 

Is  that  so  ?  Are  they  really  so  ignorant  as  we  believe  ? 
Well,  1  think  1  may  be  able  to  tell  you  of  one  of  the 
main  causes  of  moral  degradation,  of  which  1  have 
learned  by  iny  own  private  experiences  gained  in  the 
slums.  1  am  a  great  lover  of  books,  old  and  new,  and  I 
look  out  for  the  bookshops  to  see  what  is  sold  in  the 
ghettos  of  Europe. 
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What  do  the  inhabitants  read,  what  papers,  what  books, 
what  pictures,  what  cards  do  they  buy  or  look  at  ?  Do 
they  buy  them  ?  What  do  the  children  read  secretly  in 
the  schools,  and  what  do  they  talk  about  ?  For  read 
they  do,  and  a  vast  amount  of  popular  books  in  ever)' 
language,  but  mostly  in  Yiddish.  Few,  perhaps,  have 
accumulated  such  an  amount  of  Yiddish  books  as  it  has 
been  my  privilege  to  do.  If  one  has  seen  more  than  two 
thousand  jargon  books  which  exist,  printed  in  Kussia,  in 
London,  and  in  America,  he  will  see  what  is  going  on  in 
the  minds  of  the  people.  They  also  read  books  in  all 
languages.  The  whole  pornography  of  France  is  read  by 
them  ;  there  is  no  vile  book  published  throughout  the 
world  which  is  not  attainable  by  these  young  people. 
These  vile  books  are  circulated  freely,  and  if  you  saw 
them,  as  well  as  the  obscene  pictures  and  postcards 
which  these  people  are  anxious  to  buy,  you  will  under¬ 
stand  there  is  no  stream  of  defilement  to  poison  the 
mind  of  the  reading  public  among  the  Jewish  youth  (not 
the  Jewish  youth  alone,  of  course)  that  is  not  within  their 
reach. 

The  tone  of  the  literature  abroad  is  not  like  the  tone 
of  the  literature  here,  where  doubtful  books  are  carefully 
excluded  from  the  bookstalls  and  public  libraries.  Here 
must  our  activity  primarily  set  in.  We  must  draw  the 
attention  of  all  to  whom  it  is  of  paramount  interest  that 
books  of  such  a  character  should  not  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  children,  which  arc  apt  to  inflame  their  imagination 
and  prepare  them  for  the  worst. 

If  we  are  to  discuss  practical  questions,  and  suggest 
practical  solutions,  then  1  think  it  desirable  to  call  your 
attention  to  this  vital  matter  ;  we  cannot  be  too  circum¬ 
spect  or  too  careful. 

If  pamphlets  and  leaflets  are  now  to  be  sent  out,  we 
must  guard  against  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
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young.  The  education  which  we  intend  to  spread  might 
tic  the  reverse  of  what  we  are  anticipating.  There  is  a 
suggestiveness  about  such  pamphlets,  which  is,  in  itself, 
a  danger.  Nor  are  the  topics  contained  therein  fit  for 
public  discussion.  1  have  been  asked  by  my  children 
about  these  meetings  which  I  have  been  attending,  and 
I  found  it  very  difficult  to  give  them  a  satisfactory 
answer.  How  much  more  difficult  for  the  people  abroad 
to  explain  these  pamphlets  or  circulars  without  doing  harm. 

The  children  arc  already  being  corrupted  by  the 
poisonous  literature  which  is  being  imported — the  papers, 
the  pictures,  the  postcards,  etc.  In  earlier  times  there 
was  not  a  book  among  the  jargon  literature  which  one 
would  have  been  ashamed  or  afraid  to  place  in  the  hands 
of  girls.  It  is  very  different  now.  It  is  not  for  us  to  open 
the  eyes  of  the  innocent  and  unsuspecting  ;  they  see  un¬ 
desirable  things,  unfortunately,  much  too  early  in  life.  Let 
us,  however,  try  and  supervise  the  literature  which  circulates 
here  and  in  the  East  among  the  children.  Let  us  provide 
wholesome  literature  for  them ;  this  would  be  a  better 
work  for  the  Conference  than  to  let  them  run  the  danger 
of  knowing  of  the  horrors  and  evils  which  exist.  If  we 
can  do  this,  we  shall  lie  doing  noble  work  by  putting  a 
stop  to  one  of  the  most  poisoning  influences.  Let  us 
purify  the  air,  and  prepare  wholesome  mental  and 
spiritual  food  for  the  children,  and  thus  arm  them  with 
the  most  powerful  weapon  to  fight  successfully  against 
temptation  and  sin. 

Baron  ALEXANDER  ok  GUNZBERG  proposed 
The  Conference  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  cam¬ 
paign  against  the  White  Slave  Traffic  will  always  be 
attended  with  difficulties  so  long  as  Jcivs  do  not  enjoy 
the  same  rights  as  their  fellmv-citizens  in  Eastern 
Europe. 
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After  a  lengthy  discussion  the  recommendation  was 
carried. 

Mmk  EUGENE  SIMON  :  Je  viens,  au  nom  des 
femmes  dcldguces,  temoigner  a  Messieurs  Montcftore  et 
Moro  et  a  tous  les  organ isateurs  du  Congrds  toute  notre 
reconnaissance  pour  la  peine  qu’ils  se  sont  donnee  en 
prenant  1’initiative  du  Congrds,  et  nous  les  remercions 
aussi  tres  sinccrcment  de  leur  accucil  si  aimable  el  si 
fraternel. 

Miss  AMERICAN  :  I  wish  to  add  my  quota  to  the 
sentiments  which  Madame  Simon  has  expressed.  There 
must  be  an  expression  here  of  the  greatest  appreciation 
to  Iaidy  Rothschild,  President,  Lady  Battersea  and  Lady 
Desart,  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Ladies'  Association,  and  to 
all  the  other  members  of  the  Council  of  the  Association. 
I  desire  here,  not  only  in  the  name  of  the  Council  of 
Jewish  Women  of  America,  but  those  Americans  who 
could  not  come  to  this  Conference,  but  who  will  wish  me 
to  express  their  feelings,  and  of  all  the  delegates  here 
present,  to  express  our  appreciation  and  especial  gratitude 
to  the  English  Association  for  having  allowed  us  the 
privilege  of  meeting  with  them  and  of  learning  from 
them,  in  order  to  constantly  keep  at  work  on  this 
question.  I  thank  the  Association  personally  and  offici¬ 
ally,  and  shall  take  away  the  inspiration  of  their  fruitful 
and  honourable  work. 

Lk  Baron  GONZBURG  :  Madame  Simon  a  6t6  un 
pen  laconique  dans  scs  remcrciements.  Ellc  a  nomine 
les  homines  qui  font  partie  de  voire  Comitd  et,  sans  doute 
par  feminisme,  elle  a  oublid  de  parler  dcs  dames.  Aussi, 
viens-je,  au  nom  des  homines  delcgucs,  temoigner  notre 
tres  grande  gratitude  aux  dames  distingudes  qui  travail- 
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lent  avec  taut  dc  courage  et  d’abncgation  ait  bien  de  la 
Nation. 

Lk  Prokksskuk  SIMON  lit  la  resolution  suivante  : 

La  Conference,  awnt  dc  sc  separcr,  exprime  ses 
remercienunts  an  Bureau. 

EUe  exprime  aussi  le  son/iait  <jnc  Ic  Bureau ,  qnand 
it  aura  d  sa  disposition  en  quaniiU f  snffisantc  les  mate- 
riaux  founds  par  la  communication  tfenqm'tcs  interna - 
donates,  convoy nc  nne  nonvelle  Conference,  soil  en 
A  ngteterre,  soil,  aprls  entente,  (Lins  nn  ant  re  pays. 

II  y  aura  lien  aussi  qiCon  depose,  ait  pr  eatable,  des 
rapports  geu/raux  suivis  dc  propositions  provisionnellcs 
qni  precise nt  et  limitent  la  discussion. 

I^es  soussignes :  Baron  Ginn: burg,  Miss  American, 
Dr.  Kamiuka,  Dr.  Maretsky,  Dr.  Mezey,  Professcnr  Levi, 
Professenr  Simon,  Dr.  Blau,  Monsieur  Pontremoli,  etc. 

FrAUI.KIN  WERNER:  Da  wir  den  Dank,  schon  in 
franxdsisclicr  und  englischer  Sprache  gehort  lraben, 
mochtc  icli  dem  Komitee  in  deutschcr  Sprache  ttnseren 
Dank  ausspreclien.  Die  Ffthrerin  der  deulschen  Frauen 
ist  niclit  melir  hier,  sonst  kfunc  es  niclit  tnir  jut,  sondern 
FriUtlein  Pappenhcim.  Ich  schc  Fnlulein  Pappenhcim 
nicht,  darum  tuc  ich  es.  Wir  haben  in  Deutschland  cine 
schonc,  kttr/.e  Sitte.  Wir  crhel>en  tins  xu  Ehren  des 
Komitccs  von  den  Sitxen.  Ich  bitte  dies  /at  tun. 

Mr.  MONTEFIORE:  Wc  will  do  our  best  with 
regard  to  these  duties  which  have  been  put  upon  us,  but 
how  far  we  may  be  able  to  cope  with  all  these  various 
questions  remains  to  be  seen.  With  the  co-operation 
which  we  have  received,  and  which  we  shall,  1  know,  yet 
receive,  we  will  do.  our  best,  and  we  shall  hope  to  carry 
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into  effect  some  at  least  of  the  recommendations  sub¬ 
mitted  to  this  Conference. 

Professor  Simons'  suggestion  was  accepted. 

Mr.  MONTEFIORE  :  Will  you  allow  me  to  express 
in  the  name  of  my  colleagues,  Mr.  Moro,  Lady  Battersea, 
and  those  who  are  chiefly  responsible  for  the  calling  of 
this  Conference,  our  most  earnest  thanks  for  the  kind 
way  in  which  you  have  spoken  of  what  we  have  done. 
Wc  all  desire  that  this  Conference  should  bear  useful 
fruit,  not  at  once  perhaps  ;  but  we  hope  that  before  very 
long  the  effect  of  this  Conference  will  be  felt,  and  in  more 
than  one  direction.  The  various  discussions  which  have 
taken  place,  and  the  resolutions  which  have  been  passed, 
the  different  information  which  luis  been  brought  together, 
all  these  will  be  of  distinct  use  in  the  furtherance  of  the 
great  work. 

One  word  more.  We  have  spoken  from  time  to  time 
with  regard  to  the  condition  of  things  in  Eastern 
Europe,  and  the  fact  that  there  are  many  girls  from 
Eastern  Europe  who  have  been  deceived  or  who  have 
fallen  victims  to  this  unholy  trade  and  traffic,  but  nothing 
has  been  intended  in  the  smallest  degree  to  cast  a  slur 
upon  the  Rabbis  or  upon  the  Jewish  population  in 
Eastern  Europe  as  a  whole.  On  the  contrary,  1  am  sure 
we  admire  profoundly  the  tenacity  with  which  the  great 
bulk  of  the  Jewish  population  in  Eastern  Europe,  Russia, 
Roumania,  and  Galicia,  in  spite  of  terrible  conditions  and 
temptations,  has  attained  to,  and  remains  at  the  level  of,  a 
high  and  noble  morality.  Once  more  I  beg  you  to  accept 
our  most  hearty  thanks.  As  the  work  in  which  we  arc 
engaged  is  really  not  only  ethical  and  moral,  but  also 
distinctively  religious,  I  am  sure  it  is  fitting  that,  as  we 
began  our  sittings  with  prayer,  in  which  we  asked 
Almighty  God  to  bless  our  work,  so  we  should  end  this 

O  2 


212 


Conference  in  the  same  way.  I  will,  therefore,  ask  the 
Rev.  Morris  Joseph  to  dose  our  Conference  with  a  prayer. 

Thk  Kkv.  MORRIS  JOSEPH  :  Almighty  God,  we 
humbly  thank  Thee  for  permitting  us  to  come  together 
to  do  in  Thy  holy  name  some  small  part  of  Thy  beneficent 
work  on  earth.  We  thank  Thee  for  the  light  and  the  truth 
which  Thou  has  sent  forth  to  lead  us  on  our  way.  We 
thank  Thee  for  whatever  measure  of  success  has  attended 
our  councils,  for  the  knowledge  we  have  attained  concern¬ 
ing  the  sore  evils  that  we  arc  hoping  to  stay,  for  the 
insight  we  have  gained  as  to  the  manner  in  which  we 
should  deal  with  them.  We  thank  Thee  for  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  drawing  closer  the  tics  of  brotherhood  that  unite 
us  to  our  fellow  Israelites  throughout  the  world.  O  God, 
made  bold  by  Thy  loving-kindness,  we  ask  for  a  yet 
greater  portion  of  Thy  blessing.  Make  this  Conference 
fruitful.  May  it  be  the  means  of  purging  away  the  dark 
blot  that  rests  upon  the  fair  fame  of  Israel,  of  bringing 
home  to  those  who  are  directly  answerable  for  this 
unutterable  disgrace  a  penitent  sense  of  their  transgression, 
of  restoring  in  them  and  in  the  hapless  ones  whom  they 
have  forced  or  incited  to  sin,  a  spirit  of  reverent  loyalty 
to  the  ancient  virtues  of  our  people  1  And  do  Thou  also 
bless  us,  O  our  Father,  who  are  feebly  groping  our  way 
towards  the  right  and  the  good.  Strengthen  our  will ; 
clarify  our  vision.  Give  us  more  earnestness,  more 
singleness  of  heart,  more  humility.  May  the  magnitude 
of  the  evil  that  has  brought  us  together  keep  its  chastening 
influences  with  us,  so  that  we  may  toil  ever  more  wisely 
and  more  bravely  for  the  well-being  of  our  fellow-creatures, 
for  the  vindication  of  goodness,  for  Thy  greater  glory, 
O  God.  Amen. 


END  OF  CONFERENCE. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
ADOPTED  BY  THE  OON  FERE  NOE. 


1.  That  this  Conference  recommends  the  appointment 
of  a  commission,  or  the  authorisation  of  one  of  the 
existing  Committees,  to  determine  the  part  taken  by  Jews 
in  the  White  Slave  Traffic,  and  to  keep  permanent  registers 
in  connection  therewith  of  Traders,  Girls,  Brothels,  Open 
and  Clandestine  Prostitution,  according  to  native  town 
and  occupation. 

[In  the  light  of  subsequent  Recommendations 
we  are  opinion  that  the  Central  Bureau  must  now 
be  the  “Commission”  to  receive  and  distribute 
information.] 

2.  Conferences  are  to  take  place  from  time  to  time  of 
Delegates  from  existing  Jewish  Committees,  concerned 
in  the  suppression  of  the  White  Slave  Traffic,  and  of 
other  similar  Committees  yet  to  be  founded. 

These  Conferences  are  to  be  called  together  by  the 
Jewish  Association  for  the  Protection  of  Girls  and 
Women  of  London,  but  must  be  summoned  if  five  other 
Central  Committees  out  of  England  demand  it. 

The  Bureau  of  these  Conferences  is  to  be  the  Jewish 
Assocation  for  the  Protection  of  Girls  and  Women. 

3.  Agents  should  be  appointed  at  such  Ports  and 
Stations  where  still  required,  to  safeguard  and  assist 
girls  who  are  travelling,  and  for  the  detection  of  any 
trafficking  that  may  exist.  The  cost  of  these  agents  to  be 
borne  by  the  different  Central  Committees  which  are 
to  be  established  in  the  various  countries. 

4.  The  Conference  recommends  the  establishment  of 
Branch  Committees  in  the  principal  Seaport  and  Frontier 
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towns  through  which  emigration  specially  Hows,  which 
shall  he  connected  with  the  office  of  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  in  each  country. 

[Societies  and  Committees  which  were  repre¬ 
sented  at  the  Conference  should  assist  in  the 
promotion  of  Central  and  other  Committees  in 
their  own  country  for  dealing  with  the  work.] 

5.  That  all  Central  Committees  of  each  country  should 
be  in  direct  communication  with  the  Central  Bureau  for 
the  collection  of  information  and  statistics,  and  to  sec  to 
its  distribution  to  the  various  Brunch  Committees  within 
its  own  country,  as  may  be  desired. 

6.  That  it  is  especially  desirable  to  safeguard  girls  who 
have  been  deported  because  of  illness,  or  who  are  mentally 
incapable  of  taking  care  of  themselves. 

7.  That  efforts  should  be  made  to  get  the  laws  of  each 
country,  which  deal  with  the  traffic,  more  strictly  enforced 
and  strengthened  where  necessary,  ;uid  that  this  should 
be  done  in  conjunction  with  the  various  National  non- 
Sectarian  Committees. 

8.  That  it  is  especially  desirable  that  Jews  and 
Jewesses  should  join  the  National  non-Sectarian  Com¬ 
mittees,  and  .assist  in  every  way  the  efforts  which  these 
Committees  arc  making  to  suppress  the  evil. 

9.  That  it  is  desirable  to  bring  home  to  parents  and 
guardians  the  grave  dangers  which  surround  marriages  in 
which  the  legal  provisions  of  the  country  concerning 
marriage  have  not  been  observed,  and  that  it  be  suggested 
to  Rabbis  and  others  holding  responsible  positions  in 
the  Jewish  communities  to  discourage  the  continuance 
of  such  marriages  to  the  utmost  of  tlicir  powers. 

10.  That  it  is  recommended  that  leaflets  be  printed  in 
Yiddish  and  other  languages,  and  circulated  in  all  Jewish 


communities,  to  young  women,  warning  them  not  to 
contract  illegal  marriages,  and  pointing  out  the  necessity 
of  marrying  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  country 
in  which  they  live. 

1 1.  That  parents  and  guardians  should  be  informed  of 
the  grave  dangers  which  may  threaten  their  daughters' 
future  welfare  unless  strict  enquiries  are  made  concerning 
young  men  who  propose  to  marry  them,  and  of  whose 
antecedents  they  know  but  little  or  nothing. 

12.  That  it  is  very  desirable  that  Rabbis  should  require 
young  men  and  women,  who  come  to  them  for  the 
purpose  of  marriage,  and  who  have  been  born  in  a 
foreign  country,  to  produce  evidence  that  there  is  no 
legal  impediment  to  the  proposed  marriage.  It  is  also 
disirable  that  the  Rabbis  should  themselves  institute 
enquiries,  whenever  the  necessity  may  arise. 

13.  That  the  Committees  to  be  formed,  and  those 
already  in  existence  in  the  different  countries,  should 
seek  the  co-operation  of  Rabbis  and  others  to  warn  parents 
against  such  marriage  brokers  (Schadchen),  whose  object 
may  be  only  to  make  money,  and  who  arc  often  the 
accomplices  of  the  traffickers. 

14.  That  the  Committees  be  recommended  to  bear  in 
mind  the  dangers  arising  from  fraudulent  advertisements 
concerning  the  employment  of  girls,  and  that  they  use 
every  possible  means  to  induce  parents  and  guardians  to 
make  strict  enquiries  through  the  Committees  when 
situations  or  marriages  abroad  are  offered  to  their 
daughters. 

15.  That  it  is  desirable  that  the  warning  on  the  picture 
of  the  German  National  Committee  and  of  the  Jewish 
Krauenbund  be  adopted  by  all  other  Committees,  and 
posted  in  prominent  positions  in  all  Jewish  communities. 


16.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committees  already 
in  existence,  and  those  about  to  be  formed,  that  it  is  desir¬ 
able  to  establish  clubs  for  young  girls,  in  addition  to  those 
already  established  for  young  men. 

17.  That  all  Rabbis,  including  the  Rabbis  of  the  Chassi¬ 
dim  be  requested  to  take  part  in  the  suppression  of  the 
White  Slave  Traffic  by  means  of  public  pronouncements 
and  other  suitable  measures. 

18.  That  it  is  desirable  that  Jewish  Societies  should  bo 
formed  in  those  countries  where  they  do  not  at  present 
exist  for  the  protection  of  girls,  and  that  the  lady  delegates 
attending  the  Conference  from  the  various  countries 
should  meet  and  consider  how  best  this  can  be  effected  so 
that  the  work  of  these  Societies  should  be  carried  on  upon 
similar  lines  to  the  Jewish  Association  for  the  Protection 
of  Girls  and  Women,  the  Fmuenbund  and  the  American 
Council  of  Jewish  Women. 

19.  It  would  be  most  useful  to  give  to  any  girls  who  are 
emigrating,  leaflets  with  the  addresses  of  safe  lodging- 
houses  and  protective  societies  in  all  the  countries  they  are 
likely  to  go  to,  such  as  arc  used  by  “  La  Societc  dc  l'Amie 
de  la  jeune  fille,”  the  “Jewish  Frauenbund  "  of  Germany, 
the  “Travellers'  Aid  Society,”  and  the  American  Council 
of  Jewish  Women. 

20.  That  this  Conference  recommends  the  circulation 
of  a  leaflet  in  as  many  different  languages  as  possible,  and 
as  widely  as  possible,  setting  forth  the  evils  of  the  White 
Slave  Traffic,  and  asking  for  co-operation  in  its  suppression. 

ai.  That  the  Committee*  of  the  different  countries  be 
recommended  to  rouse  Jewish  public  opinion  against  the 
traffic  in  every  possible  way,  and  especially  by  means  of 
printed  leaflets,  pamphlets  and  warning  notices,  and  that 
these  publications  be  printed  in  Yiddish  and  other 
languages. 
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32.  That  the  Committees  should  be  recommended  lo 
organise  occasional  meetings  of  Jews  and  Jewesses  in  their 
countries  in  order  to  arouse  public  opinion  ;igainst  the 
traffic,  and  that  special  attention  be  given  to  the  organisa¬ 
tion  of  meetings  of  young  men  for  the  same  purpose. 

23.  That  in  the  work  of  rescue  particular  consideration 
be  given  lo  the  mental  and  physical  state  of  each  girl,  as 
well  as  to  her  temperament,  and  that  special  attention  be 
given  to  girls  who  have  fallen,  either  voluntarily  or  in¬ 
voluntarily,  for  the  first  time. 

24.  That  when  a  girl,  whether  in  an  institution  or  out¬ 
side,  is  being  trained  for  a  trade  or  occupation,  due 
consideration  bo  given  to  the  normal  craving  for  amuse¬ 
ment  and  recreation,  and  that  a  suitable  special  friend,  a 
sympathetic  woman,  be  assigned  to  each. 

25.  That  it  is  desirable  that  the  education  of  girls  in 
elementary  schools,  under  the  State  or  Municipal  control, 
should  include  lessons  in  some  elements  of  physiology 
and  hygiene,  with  special  relation  to  moral  questions,  and 
that  this  expression  of  opinion  be  brought,  where  necessary, 
to  the  notice  of  the  proper  authorities. 

26.  That,  if  found  practicable,  it  is  desirable  that  some 
selected  Jewish  girls  ifrom  Eastern  Europe  be  sent  into 
different  countries  and  lx*  lodged  with  suitable  families,  in 
order  to  learn  domestic  economy,  with  a  view  of  imparting 
the  knowledge  they  have  gained,  on  their  return  to  their 
own  countries. 

27.  That  the  existing  Committees  and  those  about  to  be 
formed  should  endeavour  to  interest  teachers,  both  male 
and  female,  in  the  suppression  of  the  traflic. 

28.  In  consideration  of  the  fact  that  prostitution  appears 
to  be  less  general  in  countries  where  lads  receive  a 
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physical  education,  this  conference  recommends  the 
importance  of  developing  the  physical  ;es  well  as  the  moral 
training  of  lads. 

29.  The  Conference,  before  it  separates,  expresses  its 
thanks  to  the  Bureau. 

It  expresses  also  the  desire  that  the  Bureau,  when  it 
shall  have  at  its  disposal  a  sufticicnbquantity  of  material, 
shall  call  another  Conference,  either  in  England  or,  after 
agreement,  in  some  other  country. 

It  will  be  necessary  in  that  case  to  prepare  beforehand 
some  general  reports  followed  by  provisional  propositions 
which  would  define  and  limit  the  discussions. 

[This  Recommendation  should  l)e  considered 
together  with  Recommendation  2.  The  Bureau 
understands  that  the  Conference  demanded  in  this 
Recommendation  would  he  a  conference  limited  as 
is  there  indicated.] 

30.  That  a  letter  be  addressed  to  Rabbis  and  lay  heads 
of  Jewish  communities  setting  forth  the  various  points 
agreed  upon  at  this  Conference. 

That  this  letter  be  signed  by  the  President  of  the 
Conference  and  the  Jewish  Ecclesiastical  Authorities,  and 
that  the  Jewish  Colonisation  Association,  the  Alliance 
Israelite,  the  Anglo-Jcwish  Association,  the  Hilfsvcrein 
der  Deutschcn  Judcn,  and  the  Grossloge  fflr  Deutschland 
should  be  asked  to  help  in  the  transmission  of  such 
circular  letter. 

The  Conference  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  campaign 
against  the  White  Slave  Traffic  will  always  be  attended 
with  difficulties  so  long  as  Jews  do  not  enjoy  the  same 
rights  as  their  Tellow-citizcns  in  Eastern  Europe. 

The  Conference  hears  with  satisfaction  through  Dr. 
Blau  that  the  Jewish  Colonisation  Association  is  likely  to 
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extend  its  work  in  Galicia,  and  expresses  the  hope  that 
this  work  will  include  the  fuller  and  better  education  of 
children  through  Industrial  and  Technical  Schools,  both 
for  boys  and  girls. 

The  Conference  also  hears  with  satisfaction  that  the 
Hilfsverein  dcr  Deutschen  Juden  places  its  frontier 
committees  at  the  disposal  of  the  International  Bureau, 
so  that  the  Iraflic  in  girls  may  l>c  hindered  at  the  frontier 
towns,  whenever  possible. 

A  general  proposition  was  also  submitted,  which  was 
accepted  by  the  Conference,  to  the  effect  that  the  great 
poverty  and  sad  material  lot  of  so  many  of  the  large 
Jewish  communities  (which  render  them  all  the  more 
liable  to  succumb  in  various  ways  to  the  difficult 
conditions  of  modern  industrial  life)  demand  the  continued 
and  earnest  attention  of  all  Jewish  workers,  so  that  the 
foundations  of  a  happier  future  may  be  the  more  securely 
laid. 


RECOMMANDATION8 

ADOPTEES  PAR  LA  OONP&RBNOE. 


i.  Que  cetle  Conference  recoinmandc  la  designation 
d'une  Commission  on  I'aulorisation  don  nee  a  un  dcs 
Comites  existants,  alin  dc  determiner  la  part  prise  par  les 
Juifs  dans  la  Traitc  dcs  Blanches  et  dc  lenir  des  registres 
permanents  y  rclatifs,  des  Trafiq uanls,  des  Killes,  des 
Bordels  et  do  la  Prostitution  avouee  ou  secrete,  suivant  le 
lieu  de  naissance  et  ('occupation. 

[II  semblc  rt suiter  des  recommandatious  ul- 
terieurcs  que  le  Bureau  Central  devra  maintenant 
constituer  la  Commission  chargee  de  rccevoir  et  de 
distribuer  les  renseignements.] 
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2.  Des  Conferences  devront  se  rcunir  de  temps  en 
temps,  composces  de  dclcgucs  dcs  Connies  juifs  existants 
in  ter  esses  a  la  suppression  de  la  Traite  des  Blanches  ct 
dcs  Comitcs  idcnticpies  qui  pourront  etre  constitute  par  la 
suite. 

Ces  Conferences  seront  convoquces  par  la  “Jewish 
Association  for  the  Protection  of  Girls  and  Women  "  de 
l^ondres,  mais  dcvrxmt  etre  convoqudes  si  cinq  autres 
Comitcs  en  dehors  de  1’Anglcterre  le  demandent. 

J-c  Bureau  de  ces  Conferences  seni  la" Jewish  Associa¬ 
tion  for  the  Protection  of  Girls  and  Women." 

3.  Dcs  agents  devraient  etre  noimnes  dans  les  ports  ct 
les  localities  ou  ils  n'existcnl  pas  encore,  aftn  de  sauve- 
garder  et  d’aider  les  jeuncs  lilies  qui  voyagent  et  de 
dccouvrir  1’exislcncc  d’un  trafic  possible.  Les  frais 
resultant  de  l’enlretien  de  ccs  agents  devront  etre  sup¬ 
poses  par  les  different  Comitcs  ccntraux  des  divers  Pays. 

4.  La  Conference  recommande  letablissement  deSous- 
Comit6»  dans  les  principaux  ports  ct  villagcs-fronlicres  a 
t ravers  lesquels  le  courant  demigration  se  dirige  prin- 
cipalement ;  ces  Comilds  seront  relid's  au  bureau  du 
Comitc  centnil  dans  chaque  pays. 

[Les  Socidtcs  et  les  Comitds  qui  etnient  repre¬ 
senting  a  la  Conference  aideraienl  a  la  formation 
d’un  Central  et  d’autres  Comites  dans  leurs  pays 
respectifs  afin  d’entreprendre  cctte  tftch e.] 

5.  Quo  tous  les  Comitcs  ccntraux  de  chaque  pays  soient 
relies  directcment  avee  le  Bureau  central  pour  rccucillir 
les  rcnscignemcnts  et  les  statistiques  cl  les  transmcltre, 
comme  ils  le  jugeront  convenable,  aux  divers  Sous- 
Comitcs  de  leurs  pays  respectifs. 

6.  Qu'il  est  spccialeinent  desirable  de  sauvegarder  les 
jcunes  lilies  qui  out  etc  deportees  par  suite  de  maladie,  011 
qui  sont  mentalement  incapables  de  se  (linger  elles- 
memes. 
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7.  Que  des  elTorts  devraient  etrc  tentcs  a  fin  d’obtenir 
que  Ics  lois  dcs  difFerents  pays,  visant  la  traite,  soicnt 
appliquces  plus  severement  et  rendties  plus  strides  par- 
tout  oil  ccla  sera  necessairc,  et  qu'il  y  aurait  lieu  d’agir 
a  cet  diet  en  collaboration  avec  les  divers  Comit6s 
nationaux  extra-con fcssionnels. 

8.  Qu'il  est  spccialcment  desirable  que  lesjuifs  et  les 
Juives  sc  joignent  aux  ComitC*s  nationaux  extra-confes¬ 
sion  ncls,  et  pr6tent  tout  leur  concours  aux  efforts  de  ces 
Comilcs  en  vue  dc  la  suppression  du  trafic. 

9.  Qu’il  est  desirable  de  bien  faire  comprendre  aux 
parents  et  tutcurs  les  graves  dangers  qui  entourent  les 
manages  dans  lesquels  les  prescriptions  Jegales  n'ont  pas 
de  observees,  et  qu’on  devrait  suggOrcr  aux  rabbins  et 
aux  autres  personnes  occupant  des  postes  iuipliqiiant  une 
responsabilitC*  dans  les  communautes  juives  de  faire  Ochec, 
par  tous  les  moyens  qui  seront  en  leur  pouvoir,  a  la  con¬ 
tinuation  de  semblables  manages. 

10.  Qu’il  soit  rccommande  que  des  brochures  redigees 
en  Yiddish  et  autres  langues  soicnt,  dans  toutes  les  com- 
uiunautd'S  juives,  distribu6cs  aux  jetincs  femmes,  les  met- 
tanl  en  garde  contre  les  manages  illegaux  et  faisant  res- 
sortir  la  necessity  de  se  mavier  en  conformity  avec  les  lois 
du  pays  dans  lequel  elles  vivent. 

11.  Que  les  parents  et  tutcurs  devraient  6tre  informes 
des  dangers  sd-ricnx  qui  pourraient  menacer  le  bien-etre 
futur  dc  Ieurs  enfants  s’ils  ne  se  livrent  pas  a  des  enquetes 
tres  strides  concernant  les  jcunes  gens  qui  offrent  lc 
mariage  a  Ieurs  enfants  et  dont  ils  ignorent,  en  grande 
partie  ou  tot  a  lenient,  les  antecedents. 

12.  Qu’il  est  tres  dOsimblc  que  les  rabbins  exigent  des 
jcunes  gens  ou  des  jeuncs  lilies,  qui  se  presentent  devant 
eux  aiin  de  coutracter  mariage  et  qui  sont  nes  dans  un 
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pays  ctranger,  la  preuvc  qu’il  n’cxiste  nucun  cinpechcment 
legal  contra  lour  projet  dc  manage.  II  cst  aussi  desirable 
que  les  rabbins  nienie  s’infonnent  de  ce  fait. 

13.  Que  les  Comit£s  a  former  ou  dt*ja  en  existence,  dans 
les  different  pays,  devraient  rcchcrchcr  la  cooperation 
dcs  rabbins  et  a  litres  pour  mettre  les  parents  en  garde 
contrc  ccux  des  courtiers  en  manage  (Sch.idchan)  qui 
peuvent  n'intervenir  que  par  esprit  de  lucre  et  qui  sont 
souvent  les  complices  des  trafiquants. 

14.  Qu’il  soit  rccommapde  aux  Comites  dc  bieu  se 
penetrer  dcs  dangers  resultant  des  annonees  frauduleuses 
relatives  au  placement  des  jcuncs  filles  et  de  faire  tout  leur 
possible  pour  amenei*  les  parents  et  tuteurs  a  se  livrer  a  des 
enquttes  tr£a»  strides,  par  I'interinSdiairc  des  Comites, 
lorsquc  des  situations  011  des  manages  a  1’dranger  sont 
offerts  a  leurs  filles. 

15.  Qu’il  est  desirable  que  l'afliche-avis  du  Comite 
national  alleinand  et  du  Fraucnbund  isradite  soit  adoptee 
par  tous  les  autres  Comites  et  placce  a  des  endroits  bien 
en  vue  dans  toutes  les  communaut£s  juives. 

16.  Qu’il  soit  recommand6  aux  Comites  existants  et  a 
ccux  qui  seront  form6»  qu’il  cst  desirable  d’ctablir  des 
cercles  pour  les  jcuncs  filles,  en  outre,  de  ccux  deja  con¬ 
strues  pour  les  jcuncs  gens. 

17.  Que  tous  les  rabbins,  y  compris  ccux  des  Chassidim, 
soient  requis  de  prendre  part  a  la  suppression  de  la  Traitc 
des  lllanchcs  au  moyen  dc  declarations  puhliques  et 
autres  mesurcs  appropriecs. 

18.  Qu’il  est  desirable  dc  fonner  des  Comites  juifs  pour 
la  protection  des  filles  dans  les  pays  ou  ils  n ’ex  is  tent  pas  ; 
que  les  dcl6guces  pnisentes  ici  s’assemblent  pour  con- 
sidcrer  comment  fonder  une  oeuvre  conimc  la  "The 
Jewish  Association  for  the  Protection  of  Girls  and 


Women,”  la  Frauen  bund  et  la  “  American  Council  of 
Jewish  Women.” 

19.  II  sera  it  des  plus  desirables  de  donner  aux  jeunes 
lilies  qui  emigrent  des  pclits  livrets  coutenant  les  ad  reuses 
de  logements  siirs  et  de  societcs  de  protection  dans  tons 
les  pays  011  dies  sont  susceptibles  de  se  rendre  ;  ccs  petite 
livres  sont  employe’s  par  la  “Societe  de  l’Amie  de  la  Jeune 
Fille, ’*  la  “Jftdisclie  Kraueubund  d'AUemugnc,”  la 
"Travellers’  Aid  Society ”  et  la  "American  Council  of 
Jewish  Women.” 

20.  Que  cctle  Conference  recommande  la  circulation 
aussi  large  que  possible  d’une  brochure,  redigee  eu  aulaiit 
de  lunettes  que  possible,  exposant  les  lruiux  engendres  par 
la  Traite  des  Blanches  et  demandant  la  cooperation  de  tons 
pour  sa  suppression. 

21.  Qu’il  soit  recommande  aux  Comites  des  different* 
pays  de  soulever  I'opinion  publique  juive  contre  le  tralic, 
par  tons  les  moyens  possibles  ct  principalcment  au  moyen 
de  brochures,  fcuillcs  volantes  et  avis ;  toutes  ces  pu¬ 
blications  devronl  etre  redigees  en  Yiddish  et  autres 
langues. 

22.  Qu’il  soit  recommande  aux  Comiles  d’organiser,  de 
temps  a  autre,  des  reunions  de  Juifs  et  de  Juives  dans  les 
difTOrents  pays  alin  de  soulever  1’opinion  publique  contre 
le  trafic  ;  on  devrait  donner  une  attention  toute  speciale  a 
I’organisalion  de  reunions  de  jeunes  homines  dans  le 
meme  but. 

23.  Que  clans  l’ccuvre  de  releveinent  moral  on  devrait 
preler  line  attention  toute  part  icu  Here  a  l’etat  mental  et 
physique  de  chaque  fille  aussi  bieu  qu’a  son  temperament 
et  qu’on  devrait  trailer  avee  un  soin  particulier  le  eas  des 
jeunes  lilies  qui,  volontairement  on  involontairemcnt,  out 
faute  pour  la  premiere  fois. 


24-  Quo  loisqu’ime  jeune  Idle,  soil  dans  une  institution, 
soil  an  dehors,  apprend  un  metier  on  une  occupation  quel- 
conque,  il  faut  prendre  eu  due  consideration  le  besoin 
normal  de  distractions  et  de  recreations,  et  qu'unc  amic 
speciale  ct  appropriee,  une  femme  syinpathiquc,  so  it 
assignee  a  chacune. 

25.  Qu'il  est  desirable  quo  1  education  des  jcuncs  filles 
dans  les  £  coles  elementaircs,  sous  le  controle  des  munici- 
palites  011  de  l'Etat,  cotnpremie  des  levous  sur  quel- 
ques  elements  de  physiologie  et  d’hygiene  ayant  plus 
specialement  trait  aux  questions  morales,  et  que  Pexpres- 
sion  de  cette  opinion  soit  soumise,  011  cela  est  necessaire, 
a  {’attention  des  autorites  compelentes. 

26.  Que,  si  ricn  ne  s'y  oppose,  il  est  desirable  que 
plusieurs  jeunes  filles  juives,  choisies  avee  soin  dans 
I* Europe  orientale,  soient  envoy ees  dans  diflferents  pays  et 
log6es  dans  des  families  eonvenablcs,  afin  d’y  apprendre 
Pdconomie  domestique,  dans  le  but  de  repan d re  lot's  de 
leur  retour  dans  lent*  pays,  les  comi.ussances  qu'elles 
auront  acquises. 

27.  Que  les  ComitGs  exist  ants  ct  ceux  qui  seront  formes 
devraient  interesser  les  instituteurs  et  institutrices  a  la 
question  de  la  suppression  de  la  Tmite  des  Blanches. 

28.  E11  consideration  du  fait  que  la  prostitution  semblc 
moins  gOnlrale  d;uis  les  pays  oil  les  garyons  revoivent  une 
education  physique,  cette  conference  recommandc  Pim- 
portance  du  dd'Veloppement  de  1 ’Education,  aussi  bien 
physique  que  morale,  des  garyon*. 

29.  La  Conference,  avail t  de  se  stfparer,  exprime  scs 
remerciements  au  Bureau. 

Ellc  exprime  aussi  le  desir  que  le  Bureau,  lorsqu’il  aura 
a  sa  disposition,  en  quantite  suffisantc,  les  dements  cj'in- 
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formation  fotimis  par  la  Commission  intcrnationale 
d'enquctc,  convoque  une  autre  Conference,  soil  en  Angle- 
terre,  *>oit,  apres  accord,  dans  un  autre  pays. 

II  sera  n6ccssaire,  dans  ce  cas,  de  preparer  pr6alablc- 
ment  des  rapports  g£ucmux  suivis  de  propositions  pro- 
visionncllcs  qui  preciseront  et  limiteront  la  discussion. 

[Cette  recominandation  devrait  etre  considcr6e 
concurremment  avec  la  recominandation  2.  Le 
Bureau  croit  comprcndre  que  la  Conference  r6clain6e 
dans  ladite  recominandation  serait  line  Conference 
liinit6c  comme  indique.] 

30.  Qu’une  lettre  soit  adressix*  aux  rabbins  et  aux  lares 
des  communautes  juives,  exposant  les  divers  points  ac¬ 
cepts  a  cette  Conference. 

Que  cette  lettre  soit  signee  par  le  President  de  la  Con¬ 
ference  ct  par  les  autorites  religieuses  Israelites  et  que 
la  Jewish  Colonisation  Association,  l’Alliance  Israelite, 
I'Anglo-Jewish  Association,  la  Hilfsverein  der  Deutschen 
Juden  ct  la  Grossloge  fUr  Deutschland  soient  pri6es  de 
donner  leur  concours  dans  la  transmission  de  cette  Icttrc- 
circulaire. 


La  Conference  exprime  sa  conviction  que  la  campagne 
contrc  la  Traite  semen  to  uree  de  difiicult£s  speciales,  aussi 
longtemps  que  la  situation  terrible  des  Juifs  de  PEuropc 
orientate  n 'a  ura  pas  et£  modi  fide. 

1^*1  Conference  apprend,  avec  satisfaction,  du  Dr.  Blau, 
que  la  Jewish  Colonisation  Association  dtendrn  vmisem- 
blablement  le  champ  de  son  action  cn  Galicie  et  exprime 
l’espoir  que  son  cuuvrc  comprcndra  une  education  mcil- 
Icurc  et  plus  developpee  des  enfants  a  I’aide  d’Ecoles 
industrielles  ct  techniques  pour  gaivons  et  tillcs. 

La  Conference  entend  avec  plaisir  que  la  Hilfsverein 
der  Deutschen  Juden  met  ses  Comitesdc  villes-frontifcres  a 
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la  disposition  pour  rgprimer  la  Trade  ties  Blanches,  pour 
eviter,  oil  possible,  le  passage  des  lilies  trompccs,  a  la 
front icre  incine. 

Une  proposition  gcnCrale  a  ega lenient  etc  souinise,  et 
qui  a  ete  acceptee  par  la  Conference,  a  I’ctTct  que  la  grande 
pauvrete  et  la  triste  situation  dc  taut  de  comiminnutcs 
importautes  juives  (qui  les  rend  d’autaut  plus  susceptiblcs 
de  guccombcr  de  di verses  manieres  aux  diilicilcs  condi¬ 
tions  de  la  vie  inodcrnc  industriellc)  exigent  les  efforts 
ciiergiques  et  suivis  de  lous  les  travaillcurs  juifs,  afin  de 
pouvoir  poser  solidement  les  Ixises  d’un  avenir  plus 
heureux. 


VORSCH L AGE 

VON  DER  KONFBRENZ  ANQENOMMEN. 


1.  Dass  dicse  Konfercnx  cine  Kominission  einsctxe  odor 
eine  der  bestelicnden  Organ isationen  beauftrage,  Erhe- 
bungen  Gber  den  Anted  der  Judcn  an  dem  Mfidchen- 
handel  anxustellen  und  dauernd  daruber  Listen  xu  fUhrcn 
in  Ber.ug  auf  Handler,  Mfidchen,  Bordclle,  ofl'ene  oder 
heimliche  Prostitution,  Hei  mat  sort  und  Beruf  der  in 
Betrachts  koinmendcn  Personen. 

[Angesichts  der  naehtblgcnden  Vorschlfigc  sind 
wir  der  Meinung,  dass  das  Zentral-Bftro  nunmehr 
als  die  Kominission  xu  enichten  ist,  wclche  lnfor- 
niationcn  snmineln  und  verhreiten  soli.] 

2.  Es  sol  leu  Konfcienzcn  von  Delcgicrlcn  sclion  heste- 
licnder  und  nocli  xu  begrOndender  jfldischcr  Koniitees 
xur  Bekfunpfung  dcs  Madcticnliandcls  von  Zeit  xu  Zcil 
st  at  t  linden. 

Diesc  Konferenxen  sollcn  von  der  Londoner  “  Jewish 
Association  for  the  Protection  of  Girls  and  Women  ” 
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einberufen  werden;  cine  Konferenz  muss  einberufen 
werden,  wenn  funf  niehtenglische  Komitees  dies  bcan- 
trngen. 

Bflro  diescr  Konfcrenzen  soil  das  Buro  dcr  Jewish 
Association  for  the  Protection  of  Girls  and  Women  scin. 

3.  In  Hafen  und  an  Bahnhofen,  wo  noch  keinc  Agenten 
vorhanden  sind,  so  Hen  solche  ungestellt  werden,  11m 
reisenden  Madchen  Schutz  und  Hfllfe  zu  leisten,  und 
irgend  wclchen  cxistierenden  Handel  aufzudecken.  Die 
Kosten  ffir  diese  Agent on  soilen  von  den  in  den  verschie- 
denen  Landern  zu  errichtenden  /Jentralkornitecs  getragen 
werden. 

4.  Die  Konferenz  schlAgt  die  Grftndung  von  Xweig- 
komitees  in  den  hauptsfichlichsten  Grenz-  und  Hafen- 
Stiidtcn,  welche  besonders  von  der  Emigration  berOhrt 
werden,  vor,  diese  /Cweigkomitecs  soilen  in  jedein  Lande 
mit  dem  Bflro  eincs  f<u  tides  /Sent  ml  komitees  in  Ver- 
bindung  stelien. 

[Vereinc  und  Komitees,  die  in  dcr  Konferonz 
vertreten  waren,  sollten  ihr  Bestcs  tun,  Zentral  und 
andere  Komitees  in  ihrem  eigenen  Lande  ins  Leben 
zu  rufen,  die  sich  mit  dieser  Aufgabe  befassen.] 

5.  Dass  das  Zentral-Komitee  jedes  I^andcs  in  direkter 
Verbindung  mit  dem  /Sentrnl-Bflro  steheu  solle,  urn 
Infnrmationcn  und  Stati.siiken  zu  sammeln  und  dafCir  zu 
sorgen,  dass  diesclbcn  an  die  verscliiedenun  Zweig- 
Komitccs  inncrbalb  Hires  eigenen  Landes  so  wie  es 
wfuiHchenswert  erscheint,  verfeill  werden. 

6.  Dass  es  besonders  wunschenswert  sei,  Madchcn, 
welche  krankheitshalber  fiber  die  Grenze  geschafft  worden 
oder  solchc  die  geistig  unfAhig  sind,  ffir  sich  sclbst  zu 
sorgen,  in  Schutx  zu  neluucn. 
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7.  Dass  Anstrengungcn  gemacht  werden  soltcn,  dans  dci 
den  Mfidchenhandel  betreffenden  Gesctxc  jedes  Landes 
strenger  gehandhabt  und  notigcnfalls  verschfuft  wcrdcn, 
und  dass  dies  in  Vcrbindung  mit  den  verschiedencn  nicht 
konfcssionellen  National-Komitces  gcschchc. 

8.  Dass  es  besonders  wfuiHchenswert  sei,  dass  Juden  und 
Jfidinncn  sich  den  nicht-konfessionellcn  National- 
Komitces  anschliessen  und  in  jeder  Wcisc  die  Anstreng- 
ungen,  wclche  dicse  Komitees  xur  Uckiuupfung  des  Uebels 
machen,  unterstfitxen. 

9.  Dass  es  wfinschcnswei  t  sei,  El  tern  und  Vormfinder 
vor  den  schweren  Gefahrcn  xu  warnen,  wclche  Heiratcn, 
die  nicht  den  Gesetxcn  des  Landes  geinass  vollzogen  sind, 
mit  sich  bringen,  und  dass  man  auf  Kabbincr  und  and  ere, 
wclche  verantwortliche  Stellungcn  in  den  jfidischcn 
Gemeinden  bekleiden,  einwirken  sollte,  dass  sie  kfinftig 
solchen  Heiratcn  mit  alien  Krftften  cnlgcgen  treten. 

10.  Dass  es  ratsain  sci,  FlugschriCtcn  auf  judcndeutsch 
und  in  andern  Spnichcn  drucken  xu  lassen  und  dicsclben 
in  alien  judischen  Gemeinden  an  jungc  Mfidchcn  xu 
vcrtcilen  und  sie  xu  warnen,gesetzwidrige  Heiratcn  einxu- 
gehen,  und  es  ihnen  cinxuschArfen,  wie  notwendig  es  sci 
Heiratcn  xu  schliessen,  die  auch  nach  den  Gcsetxen  des 
Landes,  in  dein  sie  leben,  gfiltig  sind. 

11.  Dass  Eltern  und  Vormfinder  danuif  aufmerksam 
gemacht  werden  solltcn  welchen  schweren  Gefahren  das 
kfmftige  Wohl  ihrer  Tochter  ausgesetzt  ist,  wenn  nicht 
genaue  Erkundigungen  fiber  jungc  Mftnncr  cingezogen 
werden,  die  ihren  Kindern  Heiratsantrage  machen,  und 
fiber  deren  Vergangenheit  sio  wenig  odcr  gar  nichts 
wissen. 

12.  Dass  es  hochst  wfinschenswert  sei,  dass  Rabbiner 
von  jungen  Manncrn  oder  Frauen,  die  wegen  der  Voll- 
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ziehung  einer  Heirat  zu  ihncn  kommcn  und  die  ini 
Auslandc  geboren  Kind,  verlangen,  dass  sic  den  Beweis 
erbringen,  dass  dicser  Heirat  nach  den  Gesctzen  des 
Heimntlnndcs  kein  gesctziiclies  Hindcmis  entgegenstebt. 
Es  ist  auch  wOnschenswerl  dass  Rnbbincr  selbst  Nach- 
forschungen  maclien. 

13.  Dass  die  in  den  verschiedenen  Lfindem  zu  bildenden 
oder  sclion  bestchenden  Koniilees  die  Mitwirkung  der 
Rabbiner  und  Anderer  suchen  sol  I  ten,  urn  El  tern  vor 
solcben  Hciratsvenniitlern  (Schadchan)  zu  warnen,  deren 
Zweck  wohl  nur  dcr  ist,  Geld  zu  verdienen,  und  die  oft 
die  Hclfers-helfer  der  Mfidchcnhnndlcr  sind. 

14.  Dass  den  Komitees  an 7.11  rate  11  sei,  stets  an  die 
Gefahren  zu  den  ken,  welche  trfigerlsche,  die  Anstellung 
von  Mfidcbcn  betreflfendc  Annoncen  u.s.\v.  in  sich  bergen, 
und  ihr  moglichstcs  zu  tun,  Eltcrn  und  Vormuncler  zu 
veninlassen,  (lurch  c);is  Komi  tee  genauc  Erkuncligungen 
einxielien  zu  lasscn,  wenn  ihren  Tochtem  Stellen  oder 
Heiratcn  im  Auslandc  angeboten  werden. 

15.  Dass  cs  wunschcnswert  sei,  dass  das  Warnungs- 
Plakat  desdeutschen  National-Komitces und  des  jiuliscben 
Frauenbundes  von  alien  andern  Komitees  augenommen 
und  in  alien  jftdischen  Gemeindcn  an  einer  in  die  Augen 
fallenden  Stelle  angebracht  werde. 

1 6.  D;iss  den  sclion  bestchenden  und  den  zu  grflndcnden 
Komitees  anzuraten  sei,  Klubs  fftr  jungc  Madcben  neben 
den  sclion  far  jungc  Mfinner  gegrttndeten  zu  eiTicbtcn. 

17.  Dass  allc  Rabbiner,  einschlicsslich  der  Rabbiner  der 
Chassidim,  gebeten  werden,  sich  an  der  Bekfimpfung  des 
Madchcnbandels  vennittelst  flfTentlicher  Erklfirungeu  und 
andrer  geeignetcr  Massregeln  zu  beteiligen. 

18.  Dass  die  nmvesenden  Damcn  sich  bemfihcn.in  den 
LAndern,  wo  solche  noch  nicht  exist iren,  Vereine  zum 


Schut/.evon  Knmen  und  Madchen  xu  grfmden  mid  dahin 
xu  wirken,  dass  alle  solclie  Vereine  in  glcicher  Wcisc  wie 
die  Jewish  Association  for  the  Protection  of  Girls  and 
Women,  die  Gross-I^oge  fftr  Deutschland,  der  judische 
Frauenbund  und  The  American  Council  of  Jewish  Women 
arbeiten. 

19.  Es  wfire  sehr  nfitzlich,  unter  jungc  Mfidchen,  die 
ihre  Heimat  rai  verlassen  wfmschcn,  klcine  Ditcher  xu 
vertcilen  mit  Adresscn  von  sicheren  Logierhfuisern  und 
IiiKtitutionen,  die  sich  mit  dem  Schutxe  j linger  Mfidchen 
in  alien  den  I^indcrn  beschfiftigcn,  wohin  sic  mdglicher- 
weise  gehen,  wie  sie  x.  B.  von  “  La  Socield  de  1'Ainie  de 
la  jeune  fille,"  von  dem  “  Jfidischen  Frauenbund  ”  von 
der  Gross-Loge  in  Deutschland,  von  der  “Travellers' 
Aid  Society”  und  von  der  “American  Council  of  Jewish 
Women  ”  in  Amvendung  gebracht  werden. 

20.  Dass  diese  Konfcrenz  xu  einer  mdglichst  grossen 
Verbreitung  einer  in  den  verschiedenstcn  Spmchcn 
abgefassten  Flugschrift  rate,  in  der  das  Obel  des  Mfidchen- 
handels  blosgelegt  und  um  Mitwirkung  xur  Bekampfung 
desselben  aufgefordert  wird. 

21.  Dass  cs  ratsam  sci,  dass  die  Komitces  der  verschie- 
denen  Lander  die  judische  dfTentliche  Mcinung,  so  viel 
in  ihrer  Macht  stcht,  gegen  den  Mfidchen  hand  el  aufrfittcln, 
ganx  besonders  vermittelst  gedruckter  Flug-  und  War- 
nungsschriften,  und  dass  diese  Verdffcntlichungcn  in 
Judeudeutsch  und  in  andem  Sprachen  gedmekt  werden. 

22.  Dass  die  Landes-Komitees  von  Zeit  xu  Zeit  Vcr- 
sammlungen  von  Juden  und  Jftdinncn  in  ihren  LTindern 
einberufen  sollen,  um  die  dfTentliche  Mcinung  gegen  den 
Madchenhandcl  aufxurfittcln  und  dass  man  xu  demsclbcn 
Zwecke  des  ofteren  Versanimlungen  junger  Manner  in 
die  Wege  leite. 
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23.  Da**  in  dem  Kettungswerke  besondere  Kucksicht 
:ittf  den  geistigen  und  physischen  Zustand  jedes  Madchcns 
sowic  auch  auf  ilir  Temperament  genonunen  werde  und 
dass  man  sicli  besonders  dcr  Mfidchvn  annehmen  solltc, 
die  entweder  freisvillig  odcr  unficiwillig  xum  ersten  Male 
gcfallcn  sind. 

34.  Dass,  we  nil  ciu  Madchen  in  oder  ausscrhalb  eincr 
Institution  fflr  cin  Gewerbe  odcr  cin  Heruf  vorbereitet 
wird,  man  gchorig  ROcksicht  nehmc  auf  dies  norma le 
Vcrlangcn  nach  Vergnfigcn  und  Erholung  und  dass  cine 
gccignete  **  Krcundin/'  cine  mitfflhlende  Frau  eincr  jeden 
ziir  Seite  gesteUt  werde. 

25.  Dass  es  wQnschcnswcrt  sei,  in  die  Erzichung  von 
Madchen  in  Elcmentarschulen,  die  unler  staatlichcr  odcr 
slfidtiseher  odcr  gemeinde-Aufsicht  slehen,  Lectioncn 
fiber  Elcmcnte  dcr  Physiologic  und  dcr  Hygiene  mit 
besonderem  Ber.ug  auf  moralische  Kragen  cinzuschtiesscn 
und  dassdicscr  Wunsch,  wo  es  not  tut,  den  cntsprcchcnden 
Belmrden  bekannt  gegeben  werde. 

26.  Dass  es  wOnschenswcrt  sei,  einige  ausgewfthltc 
jfidischc  Madchen  aus  dem  dstliehen  Euro  pa  in  vcrsdiic- 
dcnc  wcstlichc  Lftnder  zu  sehickcn  und  sic  dort  in 
passenden  Familial  unterzubr ingen,  uni  die  Haushaltung 
xu  crlcrnen,  damit  sic  bei  ihrer  Kfickkehr  in  die  Hcimat 
das  Erlernte  andern  mitteilen  konnen. 

37.  Dass  die  schon  bcstchcndcn  und  die  noch  r.u  grfln- 
denden  Komi  Ices  sicli  bemOhen  sollcn,  Lehrer  und 
Lchrerinnen  r.ui*  Tcilnnhmc  an  dcr  Uckfimpfung  des 
Madchcnhaiidcls  r.u  bewegen. 

2b.  In  Anbetracht  der  Tatsnchc,  dass  in  Lfmdcrn  wo 
auch  Junglingc  cine  gutc  korperlichc  Ausbildung  erhalten, 
die  Prostitution  weniger  verbreitet  ist,  rfit  die  Konfercnr. 
dringend  r.u  ciner  guten  moralischen  und  physisehen 
Ausbildung  der  jQnglinge. 
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2i).  Bevor  die  Konferenz  auseinandcr  gcht,  druckt  sic 
dcra  Buro  ihrcn  Dank  aus. 

Sie  spricht  ebcnfalls  den  Wunsch  aus,  dass  d;u»  Buro 
cine  Konferenz  entweder  in  England  odcr  nach  Ucbercin- 
kunft  in  cinem  andrem  Lande  cinbcrufcn  mogc,  wenn  das 
von  der  intcrnationalen  Naehforschungskomission  ihry.ur 
VerfOgung  gcstellte  Material  ihr  genfigend  crscheint. 

In  diesem  Fallewird  esgeboten  soin.nllgemcine  Berichte 
vorzubereiten,  die  cinstweilige  Vorschlfige  cntiialtcn  die 
den  Beratungen  Kichtung  zu  geben  und  sic  zu  limiticrcn 
gccignet  sind. 

[Dieser  Vorschlag  soli  mit  Vorschlag  2  zusam- 
mcn  in  Betr.icht  gezogen  warden.  D;is  Bftro  verstcht 
dartintcr,  dass  die  in  diesem  Vorschlag  gewflnschtc 
Konferenz  cine,  wie  in  ihm  angegeben,  limitierte  sein 
soil.] 

30.  Dass  die  Habbiner  und  Vorsteher  jDdi seller  Gcnicin- 
den  einen  Brief  erhalten,  in  dem  ihnen  die  verschiedencn, 
in  dieser  Konferenz  beschlosscnen  Punkte  mitgetcilt 
werden. 

Dass  dieser  Brief  von  dem  Pifisidenten  der  Konferenz 
und  den  jfidischen  geistliehen  Behorden  zu  unterzeichnen 
sci  und  dass  die  Jewish  Colonization  Association,  die 
Alliance  Israelite,  die  Anglo-Jewish  Association,  die  Gross- 
Logc  fur  Deutschland  und  der  Hilfsvercin  der  Deutschen 
Judcn  gebeten  werden,  bei  der  Verbreitung  eines  solchcn 
Briefes  behfilflich  zu  sein. 

Die  Konferenz  spricht  die  Meinung  aus,  dass  die 
Bekampfung  des  Mftdchenhandels  so  langc  kcinc  Aussicht 
auf  vollen  Erfolg  bietet,  als  niclit  den  Juden  in  den 
ostliehen  Landern  die  gleichcn  Reehte  wie  ihren  anders- 
glaubigcn  Mitbfirgern  eingcrftumt  werden. 


Die  Konferenz  hort  zu  ihrergrossen  Befriedigung  durch 
Dr.  Blau,  dass  die  Jewish  Colonization  Association  sich 
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fur  die  Ausdehnung  des  Kultunverks  in  Galizicn  cinsetzcn 
will  und  spriclit  die  HofTnung  aus,  dass  dieses  Werk  eine 
grfmdlichere  und  bessere  Kindererziehung  durch  Gewerbe- 
und  Fach-Schulcn  sowoh)  f Or  Knaben  wie  fur  Madchen 
einschliesscn. 

Ebenso  begriisst  die  Konferenz  es  lebhaft,  dass  der 
Hilfsverein  seine  Grenzkomitecs  fflr  die  Bekampfung  des 
Mfidchenhandels  zur  Verfflgung  stelll,  urn  womoglich 
den  Uebertritt  verschleppler  Mftdchen  schon  an  der 
Grenze  zu  verhindem. 

Noch  eine  allgemeine  Resolution  war  vorguschlagcn, 
die  von  der  Konferenz  angenommen  wurde,  und  die 
dahin  geht,  dass  die  grosse  Annut  und  die  trnurige 
materielle  I^age  so  vieler  grosser  judischer  Gemeindcn 
(die  viele  ihrer  Angehorigen  so  leicht  den  schwierigen 
Hedingungen  des  modernen  industriellcn  Lebens  erliegen 
lasst)  die  bestftndige  und  ernste  Aufmerksamkcit  aller  in 
der  jOdischen  Frage  Arbeitenden  erfordert,  damit  der 
Grund  zu  einer  glOcklicheren  Zukunft  uni  so  sicherer 
gelegt  werden  konne. 
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APPENDICE8. 


I. 

PARTICULARS  OK  MISS  AMERICAN'S  MAPS. 

MAP  1. 

Council  ok  jkwish  Woiikx. 

Sections  in  56  cities.  Correspondents  in  250  cities. 

Protection  and  friendly  aid  to  emigrant  girls  at  the 
Ports  of  New  York,  Poston,  and  Philadelphia. 

PUNPOSK. 

The  Council  of  Jewish  Women  greets  and  welcomes  all 
Jewish  girls  and  women,  and  stands  ready  to  give  them 
friendly  help,  advice,  or  information  in  whatever  way  is 
needed.  Kor  this  purpose  a  woman  is  stationed  in  every 
Port  of  landing. 

Mkthods  ok  Hku*. 

1.  Explaining  meaning  of  detention  and  government 
questioning,  examinations,  etc. 

2.  Securing  necessary  information  for  entrance,  money 
for  railroad  tickets,  deciphering  and  correcting  addresses, 
securing  attendance  of  relatives  or  friends  by  postcard, 
letter,  or  telegram,  or  advertisements  in  Yiddish  papers, 
arranging  for  lost  luggage. 

3.  Providing  for  fresh  eatables  or  necessary  clothing. 

4.  Sending  letters  and  cables  to  correspondents  in 
Europe,  safe-guarding  the  excluded. 

5.  tSccuring  entrance  for  those  whose  friends  or 
relatives  are  unsatisfactory  to  the  Government  and 
sending  them  to  the  Clara  de  Hirsch  Home  for  Immigrant 
Girls. 

6.  The  name  and  address  of  every  girl  is  taken  from 
the  ship’s  list  and  an  inquiry  regarding  her  safe  arrival 
at  destination  is  made. 
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Nkw  York,  1908-9. 

Number  of  girls  aided  .  3*248 

Entrance  secured  for  girls  who  would  otherwise 

have  been  deported  .  479 

Sent  to  Clara  de  Hirsch  Home  for  Immigrant 

Girls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  603 

Excluded  girls  who  were  safeguarded  to  foreign 

destination  .  150 

Number  of  inquiries  sent  (1907-8)  ...  ...  1,000 

..  ..  (i9°**-y)  .  >-049 

Number  of  cities  to  which  inquiries  were  sent  ...  250 

Number  of  telegrams  sent  (New  York)  .  97 

Addresses  deciphered  (New  York) .  50 


MAP  2. 

When  landing,  the  Council  assists  the  girls  to  classes 
in  English  or  in  industrial  training,  to  work,  board  and 
lodging,  to  pleasant  social  evenings,  amusement  and 
recreation,  and  also  gives  aid  and  advice  in  sickness, 
trouble  or  danger,  safeguards,  and  puts  them  in  touch 
with  the  best  American  Institutions  and  interprets  them. 


Nkw  York,  1909-10. 

Number  of  girls  aided  ...  ...  ...  ...  856 

Number  of  girls  visited  .  484 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  girls  .  595 

Number  of  visits  paid  for  connections  .  775 

These  connections  are  with  institutions,  employers,  for 
lodging,  board,  etc. 

Mkthodm  ok  Hkli*. 

Employment  secured  for .  477 

Work  changed  for  lighter  or  better  paid .  39 

Entered  in  industrial  chess .  37 

Referring  to  evening  schools  ...  ...  ...  195 

Entered  in  special  C.J.W.  English  Schools  ...  32 
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Referred  to  settlements  and  social  clubs .  47 

Entered  in  special  C.J.W.  Clubs .  35 

Recreation  and  amusement...  ...  ...  ...  300 

Arranged  for  holiday  celebrations  (parties,  visits 
to  museums,  and  parks,  outings,  etc.). 

Legal  aid  .  133 

Change  to  belter  homes  .  31 

Medical  aid  as  follows  : — dentist,  physician,  nurse, 
hospital,  convalescent  home,  Institution  for 

Blind,  crippled,  demented  .  185 

Institutions  and  societies  co-operating  .  98 

Arrangements  made  for  deported  insane .  85 

Arrangements  made  for  deported  sick  (tubercu¬ 
losis,  etc.)  .  ro 


MAP  3. 

Work  at  the  Port. 


Number  of  girls  aided  ... 

Baltimore. 

627 

Philadelphia. 

178 

Boston. 

Number  of  girls  visited  ... 

.197 

479 

334 

Number  of  inquiries  sent 

5°7 

15<> 

lit) 

Number  of  cities  to  which 
inquiries  were  sent  . . . 

75 

3' 

5° 

Total  emigration  of  girls 
and  women . 

i,47« 

'.'39 

3«4 

Work  ok  Landing. 

Methods  of  Help: 
Number  of  girls  aided 

>»5 

3° 

70 

Visits  paid  to  girls 

786 

800 

334 

Visits  paid  for  connections 

1 20 

10 

(These  connections  are  with  insti¬ 
tutions,  cm|tk>ycrm,  lodging, 
board,  etc.) 

Employment  secured 

68 

168 

8 

Work  changed  for  lighter 
or  better  paid . 

24 

16 

0 

337 


Lin  tercel  in  industrial 


schools  . 

Referred  to  evening  schools 

100 

3° 

or  classes 

Referred  to  settlements  or 

162 

420 

100 

social  clubs  . 

75 

25 

55 

Outings  . 

Entertainments,  theatres,  or 

10 

0 

0 

concert  parties 

11 

0 

3 

Legal  aid . 

Medical  aid  as  follow's  : — 
dentist,  physician,  nurse 

3 

7 

0 

and  hospital  . 
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50 

5 

Change  to  better  lodgings 
Arrangements  made  for 

r7 

5 

0 

deported  insane 
Arrangements  made  for 

3 

1 

1 

deported  sick . 

2 

3 

1 

The  papers  which  follow  were,  owing  to  lack  of  time, 
not  read  at  the  Conference,  and  are  inserted  at  the  request 
of  the  contributors. 


II. 

Papkk  hy  Miss  CARRIE  WISE,  Nkw  Yokk. 

As  Chairman  of  Ihe  Clara  de  Hirscli  Home  for 
Immigrant  Girls,  I  am  pleased  to  comply  with  your 
request  to  make  some  suggestions  for  the  purpose  of 
furthering  those  aims  for  which  the  Congress  has  been 
called. 

(a)  I  think  it  of  the  utmost  importance  that  more 
vigorous  law's  be  enacted  and  then  strictly  enforced  so 
that  thoso  men  and  women  who  ply  the  nefarious  trade 
lx;  more  severely  punished. 

( b )  That  better  educational  facilities  be  promoted  in 
the  various  countries  (so  each  girl,  at  least,  learns  how  to 
read  and  to  write)  and  especially,  industrially,  wider 
opportunities  be  given,  so  as  to  ensure  better  wages. 

(c)  That  wholesome  recreation  centres  be  established 
where  boys  and  girls  can  mingle  freely  in  pleasant 
surroundings,  yet  controlled  by  some  slight  supervision. 

(d)  That  homes  be  founded  where  girls  can  lind 
temporary  shelter  or  remain  as  permanent  boarders,  with 
an  understanding  matron  in  charge. 

The  Clara  de  Hirscli  Home  for  Immigrant  Girls  was 
called  into  existence  six  years  ago  when  revelations  of  a 
horrifying  character  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
community  at  large — how  the  immigrant  girls  were 
fleeced,  exploited,  decoyed  and  lined  to  places  of 
perdition  ;  how  especially  the  employment  agencies 
look  advantage  of  the  newcomer,  profiling  by  her 
inexperience,  and  sending  her  to  the  worst  places,  which 


generally  pay  (lie  best ;  how  (hey  were  victimised  by 
greedy  employers  and  their  young  life  crushed  out  of 
them. 

The  Home  filled  a  long  felt  want,  and  beginning  in 
cramped  quartet's,  since  then  has  moved  into  a  large 
commodious  house,  where  all  immigrant  girls  arc  made 
welcome. 

From  March  1904  to  March  1910, 

3,920  immigrants  have  passed  through  our  Home. 
3,189  went  to  relatives, 

540  to  friends, 

5 27* placed  as  domestics, 

102  other  trades, 

2,673  subsequent  visits  were  made, 

1,561  girls  paid  friendly  calls  to  the  Home, 

759  re-entered  again,  when  out  of  place. 

Of  all  these  girls  there  have  been  only  ten  who  have  gone 
wrong,  and  investigating  we  find  that  they  had  fallen  into 
evil  ways  before  they  came  to  America,  some  of  them 
having  been  sent  here  to  avoid  disgracing  their  families. 
Two  of  them  were  domestics,  and  we  persuaded  their 
mistresses  to  take  care  of  them,  which  they  did,  and  took 
them  into  service  again,  and  they  are  now  leading  belter 
lives.  It  is  of  far-reaching  influence  to  the  girl  if  you 
can  protect  her  at  her  very  entrance  to  a  new  city  or  a 
new  country.  Not  an  immigrant  is  permitted  to  leave  our 
Home  before  her  prospective  living-quarters  are  looked 
into,  to  see  if  they  are  reasonably  satisfactory,  and  if 
not,  we  take  care  of  them  until  we  find  decent  accom¬ 
modation  for  them.  Only  this  week  a  girl  but  four  weeks 
in  the  country,  neglected  by  her  brother,  returned  to  us. 
What  might  not  have  happened  if  she  had  lxxm  obliged 
to  live  in  furnished  rooms  ?  The  paid  and  volunteer 
probation  ollicers  in  New  York  inform  us  that  most  of 
the  danger  lies  in  girls  living  in  houses  which  let  furnished 
rooms. 
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Homes  like  (he  Clam  de  Hirsch  Home  serve  ;is  central 
meeting  grounds  where  the  girls  am  come  for  counsel 
and  advice,  where  they  gather  in  friendly  intercourse, 
and  where  they  c<*m  find  instruction  and  enjoyment. 

You  will  notice  from  our  record  that  over  1,500 
different  girls  called  on  us  again,  and  the  majority  several 
times,  and  that  over  700  re-entered  to  stay  with  us  over 
night  or  longer  until  they  found  places  again.  We  never 
allow  a  gill  to  take  a  place  as  domestic  or  in  a  shop  but 
we  see  to  it  that  an  adequate  equivalent  is  paid  for  her 
services.  Homes  like  ours  are  of  paramount  value  to  any 
community  as  they  are  a  most  effective  preventive  means, 
safeguarding  and  protecting  the  girls,  and  thus  adding  to 
the  civic  righteousness  of  the  respective  cities. 

The  United  Stales  Commission  on  Immigration 
reported  our  Home  as  admirably  conducted,  and  when 
there  was  lately  such  a  sweeping  assertion  made  as  to  the 
trade  being  in  Jewish  hands,  it  was  pointed  out  that  there 
were  agencies  like  ours  which  existed  to  counteract 
harmful  influences. 

We  have  been  appalled  at  the  sins  of  commission  ;  how 
about  our  sins  of  omission  ?  Do  you  think  if  we  had 
done  our  duty,  had  awakened  to  our  responsibilities  in 
the  last  decade,  so  many  tales  of  woe,  so  many  heart¬ 
rending  stories  could  have  been  chronicled  ?  The  time 
for  action  is  at  hand.  Do  not  let  us  waste  time  to  chase 
the  culprits,  but  let  us  forge  such  a  rigid  chain  of 
sympathy  that  our  girls  will  know  where  to  go  for 

couiimcI  and  help  at  all  times  and  especially  In  tlio  hours 

of  temptation, — let  us  prepare  them  so  for  the  strenuous 
existence  that  most  of  them  arc  compelled  to  lead,  that 
they  are  fully  equipped  for  the  struggle — let  us  see  to  it 
that  they  are  decently  housed — environment  to  my  mind 
is  the  greatest  factor  in  the  direction  of  our  lives.  The 
trend  with  all  is  towards  the  big  centres  of  commerce — if 
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we  could  sec  to  it  that  in  our  seething  metropolises  the 
housing  conditions  of  our  girls  could  be  improved, 
more  satisfactory  results  would  be  then  attained,  and 
opportunities  given  to  many  to  lead  that  honest,  righteous 
life  for  which  their  heart  hungers,  but  which  through  dire 
circumstances  they  sometimes  miss. 

May  the  Congress  lx*  successful  in  devising  such  means 
and  ways  that  the  future  carry  with  it  a  brighter  outlook, 
that  these  days  of  darkness  disappear  for  ever  and  purity 
of  thought  and  purity  of  conduct  prove  again  the  shining 
lights  of  Israel  I 


Specimen  Time-table  ok  the  “Welcome  House 
Settlement” (Clara  dk  Hirsch  Home  for  Immigrant 
Giri-s),  New  York. 


Monday  ...| 

5 

1  Willi,.,  11.1,1... 

X  IO 

;  Montrose  Cluh,  1.0. II. II. 

X-io 

John  Adams  Cluh,  1.0. 11.11. 

i 

8-io 

1  Gymnasium  Hum.  Fish  Park. 

K-9.JO 

Library,  LO.It.U. 

1  ucsdny  ...j 

4  $3° 

|  Art  Cluh. 

4-5  3° 

;  Sunshine  Club,  1.0. B.M. 

4-5-3° 

'  Sea- mg  Circle,  I.O.B.B. 

1 

»  9-J° 

Clio  Club,  I.O.B.B. 

,  Webster  Club,  I.O.B.B. 

Wednesday 

8-10 

Baron  de  lliitch  Club,  1.0. 13.13. 

K-to  1 

Heart's  Ease  Club. 

8-io 

Libiary. 

X  IO 

(•ymnasiuin  Ham.  l-isli  Park. 

ThiirKluy 

10.30-12 

Kinder  gm  ten. 

4  5-3° 

Sewing  Class. 

X-9.30 

I-  ul Ion  Club. 

8  10 

Hungarian  Girb'  l  Ink 

8-10 

Penny  l*rov.  Bunk. 

Friday 

R  y 

Religious  Services. 

Saturday 

X- 10 

t*riendslii|>  Club. 

x  :o 

1  lauiilton  Club. 

8  10  | 

English  Class. 

(Copies  of  cards  used  to  record  particulars  of  immigrants 
were  also  sent,  as  well  as  photographs  of  workrooms,  etc., 
in  the  Clara  dc  Hirsch  Home.) 


(Miss  Carrie  Wise  was  also  appointed  an  agent  of  the 
United  States  Government  for  the  purpose  of  investigating 
the  conditions  of  steerage  passengers.  She  visited  many 
European  ports  and  studied  the  conditions  on  the  boats, 
in  the  boarding-houses,  and  in  the  reception  halls.  She 
was  of  opinion  that  girls  were  not  so  well  looked  after  as 
they  should  be  whilst  travelling,  and  suggested  several 
icforms.  She  also  suggests  that  philanthropic  associations 
should  bestir  themselves  more  to  arouse  interest  in  the 
matter,  and  thus  force  the  steamship  companies  to 
ameliorate  (he  conditions  under  which  girls  have  to 
travel.) 
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III. 

RKPOKT  ON  PROTECTIVE  WORK  IN  RUSSIA; 

I3y  Bakon  ALEXANDER  DE  GONZBURG. 

In  the  year  1900,  the  Russian  Society  for  the  Protection 
of  Women  was  organised  under  the  Presidency  of  Princess 
Eugenic  Muxitniliunovnn of  Oldenburg;  thcchief  objects 
of  this  Society  are  to  assist  in  preventing  women  and  girls 
from  becoming  victims  of  vice,  and  to  endeavour  to  induce 
those  who  have  already  fallen  to  lead  ;ifresh  a  life  of 
respectability  and  honour. 

The  Committee  for  the  protection  of  the  Jewish  working 
girls  of  St.  Petersburg  organised  in  the  year  1901,  under 
the  presidency  of  the  late  Baron  Horace  GUnxburg,  had  as 
its  object  the  protection  of  young  girls  from  the  harmful 
moral  circumstances  in  which  they  are  placed,  and  the 
furtherance  of  their  moral  development,  and  to  this  end 
the  Committee  now  busies  itself  with  the  active  moral  and 
material  assistance  of  young  girls  of  the  working  classes 
at  that  period  of  their  lives  when  they  especially  stand  in 
need  of  such,  acting  on  the  firm  conviction  that  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  evil  is  the  most  effectual  method  of  combating  it. 

The  Committee  for  the  protection  of  the  Jewish  girls 
of  St.  Petersburg  had  the  greater  raison  for  dedicating 
itself  to  this  side  of  the  work,  sis  the  Russian  Society  for 
the  Defence  of  Women  makes  no  distinction  in  nation- 
alilies  of  the  unfortunates  who  come  within  its  scope,  and 
extends  its  protection  to  Jewish  women.  In  exceptional 
cases  of  great  necessity,  the  Committee  for  the  protection 
of  Jewish  girls  in  St.  Petersburg  has  not  refused  its 
assistance  to  Jewish  women  of  this  class,  who  had  applied 
directly  for  help  to  the  Society  or  who  had  been  directed 
to  the  parent  Society,  but  it  always  regarded  this  side  of 
its  work  ;is  a  sad  necessity.  Thus,  for  instance,  in  the 

Q  ? 


present  year  the  Committee  had  to  place  one  of  these 
women  in  a  lunatic  asylum,  and  subsequently  to  assist  tier 
on  her  being  discharged  from  the  asylum. 

For  improving  the  material  conditions  of  life  of  young 
girls  of  the  working  class,  the  Committee,  which  is  now 
entering  the  10th  year  of  its  existence,  has  done  the 
following  work  :  two  dwelling  houses  have  been  erected 
in  different  parts  of  the  town,  one  for  50  people  and  the 
other  for  19  ;  work  has  been  organised  for  the  unemployed, 
and  they  have  a  bureau  for  seeking  work.  The  Committee 
has  opened  a  cheap  feeding  house,  and  they  will  now  take 
a  house,  in  the  environs  of  St.  Petersburg,  for  the  summer 
months,  where  the  tired  girls  can  rest  for  two  or  three 
weeks  from  their  hard  work. 

The  Committee,  from  its  very  beginning,  in  addition  to 
improving  the  lives  of  the  girls,  has  drawn  attention  to 
the  necessity  of  raising  their  mental  and  moral  level,  as 
being  the  most  powerful  means  of  fighting  against  the 
temptation  of  an  evil  life.  With  this  object  there  has 
been  arranged  a  Saturday  Club  from  September  to  May, 
which  any  girl  over  the  age  of  14  may  attend  and  pass 
her  leisure  in  healthy  and  pleasant  conditions,  in  the 
society  of  her  companions  and  of  the  lady  members  of 
the  Committee  who  sacrifice  with  love  their  time,  energy, 
and  knowledge.  Various  occupations  and  amusements 
are  arranged  for  the  young  visitors  belonging  to  this  Club. 
The  Club  does  not  cense  its  activity  during  the  summer 
months,  as  the  ladies  arrange  trips  by  steamer  in  the 
environs  of  St.  Petersburg. 

At  the  Saturday  Club,  libraries  and  reading  rooms  are 
provided,  where  books  am  be  borrowed  all  the  year 
round. 

Lei  us  now  turn  to  the  various  departments  of  the 
Society. 
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Our  oldest  institution,  the  Saturday  Club,  lias  existed 
since  1901.  During  this  period  4,350  girls  have  passed 
under  the  Committee’s  notice,  of  whom  there  have  been 
3,339  regular  attendants,  viz.,  those  who  attend  the  Club 
four  or  live  times;  the  others  were  occasional  visitors. 
The  maximum,  310  (at  holiday  time),  the  minimum,  50. 
During  busy  time,  just  before  the  general  holidays  when 
there  is  extra  work,  there  is  an  average  Saturday  attendance 
of  36.  Girls  from  all  parts  of  the  town  attend  the 
Saturday  Club.  The  majority  of  the  girls  are  from  14  to 
20  years  of  age  (90  per  cent.),  the  other  10  per  cent,  are 
older.  As  to  their  occupation,  the  majority,  about  60  per 
cent,  are  workshop  girls,  about  5  per  cent,  saleswomen, 
1  per  cent,  domestic  servants,  about  20  per  cent,  live  with 
their  parents  and  have  no  special  occupation.  The  others 
are  chiefly  attendants  at  various  schools,  mostly  from  the 
Jewish  Technical  School.  The  Saturday  Club  has  been 
open  all  this  year  from  2  o'clock  until  10  p.m.  when  the 
girls  spent  their  time  as  follow's  : — 

At  present  with  the  newly  established  law  of  absolute 
rest  on  Sunday,  at  the  request  of  the  girls,  it  was  thought 
necessary  to  open  the  club  from  5  o’clock  to  11  p.m.,  as 
the  majority  of  (hem  arc  only  free  towards  the  evening. 
Studies  in  every  branch  taken  separately  last  from  2  o'clock 
to  7  p.m.,  for  those  who  wish  it.  There  is  nothing  com¬ 
pulsory.  The  girls  may  come  simply  to  meet  their  friends, 
acquaintances,  and  fellow  workers,  or  as  a  little  distraction. 
The  following  branches  are  taught,  viz.,  Russian,  ancient 
History,  German,  Arithmetic,  and  different  kinds  of  fancy 
work,  besides  which  various  lectures  arc  held  on  different 
subjects  according  to  questions  put  by  the  girls.  So  that 
at  the  time  of  the  emancipation,  lectures  w'erc  given  by 
their  desire  on  the  subject  of  the  social  question,  which, 
at  that  moment,  excited  everybody's  interest.  At  the 
present  time  they  arc  more  interested  in  Hebrew  literature 
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(modern),  in  culture  and  natural  science.  Prom  7  to  8 
general  lectures  are  read  on  different  subjects,  which  are 
very  popular.  The  time  from  8  to  io,  when  the  majority 
of  the  girls  are  assembled  together,  is  given  to  amusement 
by  the  wish  of  the  girls,  />.,  to  literature,  music,  and 
dancing.  The  entrance  on  Saturdays  is  gratis,  but  in 
order  to  make  the  girls  feel  more  independent,  they  pay 
the  minimum  sum  of  one  copcck,  for  a  glass  of  tea.  It 
is  difficult  to  express  on  paper  the  influence  that  these 
Saturday  gatherings  have ;  it  is,  however,  very  considerable, 
Separate  instances  are  known  when  girls,  belonging  to 
well-known  families  of  evil  repute,  have  not  followed  in 
the  footsteps  of  their  more  unfortunate  older  sisters,  but, 
helped  morally,  and  often  also  materially,  by  their  fellow- 
workers,  prepared  themselves  for  a  family  or  working  life, 
sometimes  even  obtaining  the  possibility  of  becoming 
quite  independent  and  establishing  themselves  as  heads  of 
their  own  workshops.  At  critical  moments  of  their  lives 
girls  turn  to  their  fellow-workers,  to  some  of  whom,  for 
some  reason  or  other,  they  feel  more  disposed  than  to 
others,  and  are  always  met  with  warm  and  sincere  sym¬ 
pathy.  The  relations  between  the  girls  and  their  fellow- 
workers  are  founded  on  the  principle  of  absolute  equality, 
which  is  necessary  for  the  possibility  of  moral  intercourse. 
We  remark  with  pleasure  that  well-known  lecturers  and 
artists,  not  only  Jews,  readily  give  their  time  and  labour 
to  the  Saturday  gatherings.  In  case  of  illness  the  fellow- 
workers  advise  the  girls  to  go  to  physicians  who  cure 
them  gratis.  In  the  same  manner,  or  by  paying  a  very 
small  sum  they  can  receive  medicine  from  pharmacies,  the 
owners  of  which  are  Jews.  From  the  time  of  its  existence 
the  Saturday  Club  has  freely  spread  its  activity  and  has 
met  with  no  opposition  from  the  Government,  and  not 
till  this  winter  have  there  been  difficulties  in  this  respect. 
In  the  spring,  the  girls,  under  the  guidance  of  the  Com- 
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mittce  (ladies),  make  instructive  excursions  to  museums 
and  exhibitions.  In  summer,  owing  to  the  absence  ot 
nearly  all  their  lady  members,  the  Saturday  Clubs  arc 
closed.  In  place  of  this,  however,  excursions  into  the 
country  are  arranged.  During  the  summer  the  greatest 
number  of  excursions  is  seven,  the  smallest  four  ;  140  is 
the  maximum  number  of  girls  who  join  the  excursions, 
the  minimum,  j 4 ;  and  the  average,  50.  The  girls  are 
accompanied  by  three  or  four  patronesses,  who  often 
come  up  from  their  country  houses  expressly  for  this 
purpose. 

Dwelling  Houses. 

The  lirst  house  was  established  in  the  year  1903.  At 
tirst  it  contained  only  15  beds,  and  then  gradually  increased 
and  extended  to  50.  These  houses  are  nearly  always 
occupied  ;  the  minimum  number  of  girls  during  the  year 
is  24,  the  maximum  91.  The  total  number  of  occupants 
from  1903  to  1909  amounted  to  450.  The  cost  of  a  bed 
including  lights,  firing,  and  attendance,  is  from  Us.  2  —4.50 
per  mouth.  The  principal  dwellers  are  factory  girls,  for 
the  most  part  those  who  come  from  the  interior,  and  their 
ages  vary  from  16  to  30.  There  is  a  matron  in  each 
dwelling  house  who  receives  a  salary.  The  dwelling  houses, 
not  licing  a  benevolent  organisation,  ought  to  pay  for  them¬ 
selves,  but  on  account  of  the  cost  of  living  being  so  dear 
iu  St.  Petersburg,  and  the  impossibility  of  being  able  to 
raise  the  price  for  the  beds,  the  expenditure  is  much 
greater  than  the  income.  The  income  of  the  first  dwelling 
house  in  1909  was  Rs.  1,397.95,  whereas  the  expenditure 
was  Rs.  3,554.58,  thus  the  expenditure  exceeded  the  income 
by  Rs.  2,156,63.  Taking  into  consideration,  however, 
that  these  dwelling  houses  are  meant  to  help  the  poor 
girls,  who  are  greatly  in  need  of  moral,  physical,  and 
material  aid,  the  Society  cannot  but  be  reconciled  to  this 
defect. 
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The  second  dwelling  house,  bearing  the  name  of  the 
President,  the  late  Baron  Horace  Gflnzburg,  which  was 
opened  in  1909,  contains  at  the  present  moment  19  beds. 
It  is  situated  in  another  district,  and  is  worked  on  the  same 
system  as  the  first.  The  price  of  a  bed  is  from  Rs.  3.25 
to  Rs.  4.25  per  month.  The  total  amount  received  from 
the  lodgers  for  the  past  year  is  Rs.  659.86.  The  expendi¬ 
ture  came  to  Rs.  1,599.66,  thus  the  expenditure  exceeded 
the  income  by  Rs.  939.80. 

Cheap  Eating  Houses. 

The  first  dwelling  house  was  opened  in  the  year  1904, 
and  in  the  same  year  a  cheap  eating  house  was  established, 
which  was  accessible,  not  only  to  the  dwellers  of  the 
place,  but  also  to  any  outsiders,  /.<*.,  to  girls  of  the  working 
classes. 

The  price  of  a  dinner  consisting  of  two  dishes— soup 
with  meat  in  it,  and  a  roast  with  vegetables — 15  copecks. 
Roast,  with  potatoes,  9  copecks  ;  soup,  with  meat,  6 
copecks;  porridge  ("Kasha"),  with  sauce,  4  copecks; 
bread  as  much  as  required.  On  holidays  nil  the  diners 
get  a  sweet  dish.  During  Passover  the  prices  for  dinners 
are  the  same.  On  Passover  the  occupants  of  both  dwell¬ 
ing  houses  are  supplied  with  supper  (Seder)  gratis.  There 
were  4,086  people  who  dined  in  1904  (the  first  year  it  was 
opened).  In  Hie  following  years  the  number  increased 
gradually,  and  at  the  present  lime  it  amounts  to  9,583 
gifls. 

In  1909  the  Eating  House  brought  in  an  income  of 
Rs.  945.60.  The  expenditure  came  lo  Rs.  1,465.41,  therefore 
the  expenditure  exceeded  the  income  by  Rs.  519.81. 

This  Bureau  for  Seeking  Employment 
and  Aid  for  Unemployed 
founded  to  help  the  unemployed,  principally  those  who 
frequent  the  Saturday  Club,  is  described  in  the  following 
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manner : — The  Bukkau  kou  Skkkinc:  Employment  has* 
been  in  existence  since  the  year  1906,  and  in  the  year 
1907  was  in  operation  din  ing  the  course  of  12  months. 
(1908,  minimum  4  months.)  The  maximum  number  of 
applicants  during  the  year,  129;  minimum,  23.  Maximum 
number  of  inquiries  received,  75;  minimum,  9. 

Thk  Aid  to  Unemployed  Bukkau  was  founded  in 
the  year  1907.  It  is  most  actively  engaged  during  the 
summer  months  when  the  slack  season  is  on  and  the 
weaker  hands  are  discharged  from  the  various  workshops. 
It  is  not  only  accessible  to  those  who  know  the  work  ; 
outsiders  can  also  profit  by  it,  as  there  is  work  prepared 
for  that  purpose,  which  is  by  no  means  ditlicult.  The 
maximum  weekly  earnings  of  a  girl  is  Rs.  3.90  ;  minimum, 
20  copecks  ;  average  from  Rs.  2  to  4.50. 

In  1908,  67  girls  profiled  by  this  help.  The  sale  of 
linen  alone  realised  Ks.  1,783.80.  Wages  paid  out  to  the 
girls  amounted  to  Ks.  570.53. 

This  is  a  new  branch,  and  the  department  is  taking 
measures  to  widen  its  influence  as  it  recognises  its  im¬ 
portance.  Together  with  the  enlarging  of  this  branch 
the  budget  is  also  increasing,  so  that  — 

the  income  in  1902  amounted  to  Ks.  2,183.99, 

„  „  1909  „  „  Rs.  9,05648 ; 

the  expenditure  in  1902  amounted  to  Ks.  1,853.68, 

11  11  19°9  11  11  Ks.  7,68045. 

On  the  isl  of  January,  1902,  the  balance  in  hand  was 

R*.  535-99- 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1909,  the  balance  in  hand  was 
Rs.  3,015.72. 

The  various  work  of  the  Society  was  done  by  the  lady 
members  gratis,  which  explains  the  practically  small 
expenses  incurred  by  the  Society. 
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It  is  necessary  to  take  all  possible  steps  to  form  similar 
establishments  in  the  provincial  centres  of  the  South  of 
Russia,  where  the  poorer  population  of  Jews  is  centred, 
which  would  without  doubt  rescue  a  considerable  per¬ 
centage  of  “unfortunate"  girls.  Our  motto  is,  “It  is 
easier  to  prevent  misfortune,  than  to  save  anyone  from  it." 

Thk  Library. 

The  library  is  open  nearly  all  the  year  round.  It  exists 
since  the  year  1903,  when  only  1,292  volumes  were  cir¬ 
culated  ;  in  1908,  2,357  b°ok8  were  issued.  The  greatest 
number  of  books  circulated  on  a  Saturday  (the  library 
is  only  open  once  a  week,  viz.,  on  Saturdays)  is  108; 
the  smallest  number,  5;  the  average,  61.  The  greatest 
number  of  readers  yearly,  279;  the  smallest,  208. 

The  number  of  books  in  the  library  in  the  year  1903 
was  600;  in  1908,  1,669. 
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IV. 


Papkr  I* y  Mm.  LOUIS  E.  LEVY 
(President  of  the  Association  for  the  Protection  of  Jewish 
Immigrants,  PHILADELPHIA). 

JEWISH  PH  ASKS  OP  THE  SO-CALLED  WHITE 
SLAVE  TRAFFIC  IN  AMERICA. 

The  means  adopted  by  the  present  writer  at  various 
times  to  obtain  information  regarding  the  extent  of 
Jewish  participation  in  the  traflic  in  women,  particularly 
in  Philadelphia,  are  as  follow  : — 

(1)  The  records  of  the  police  offices  and  the  personal 
statements  of  the  pilice  officials  in  the  various  affected 
districts. 

(2)  Through  physicians  in  those  districts,  particularly 
those  whose  practice  atTorded  them  a  s|>eciul  insight  into 
(lie  conditions  in  question. 

(3)  nirongs  d.iucilvK  nttcl  oiliur  ummeieu  of  the 
Societies  for  the  Protection  oi  Children. 

(4)  Through  journalists  of  the  Jewish  press,  particularly 
the  Yiddish  pipers. 

(5)  The  records  and  other  information  obtainable 
through  the  the  local  Immigration  Commissioners  office. 

((>)  Occasional  questioning  of  Jewish  and  other  street¬ 
walkers. 

The  numerical  estimates  obtained  through  these  various 
sources  vary  greatly.  Thus,  a  recent  canvass  of  the 
situation  has  resulted  in  estimates  of  the  number  of 
Jewish  women  who  make  a  business  of  prostitution  in 
this  city  varying  from  about  350,  as  stated  by  immigration 
ofticials,  to  about  Goo  by  journalists,  about  100  by  police 
ofHciitls,  and  about  1,500  by  Jewish  physicians.  It  is 
probable  that  an  average  of  these  figures,  say  about  900, 


is  approximately  correct,  though  this  number  is  higher 
than  other  an- 1  more  general  considerations  would  appear 
to  warrant. 

The  total  Jewish  population  of  Philadelphia  is  generally 
estimated  at  about  120,000  of  whom  about  95,000  to 
100,000  are  East-Europcan  Jews  of  more  or  less  recent 
immigration. 

Hut  the  total  number  of  victims  of  this  social  scourge 
who  have  come  hither  from  abroad  appears  but  insigni¬ 
ficant  when  compared  with  the  number  of  these 
unfortunates  who  have  fallen  after  their  arrival  here. 
The  great  majority  of  the  Jewish  women  of  this  class  in 
our  American  cities  have  come  here  as  children  with  their 
parents.  'Hie  latter,  many  of  them  called  hither  by 
their  relatives  or  friends  and  reaching  here  without  means 
or  available  vocation,  are  duly  welcomed  on  their  arrival 
and  more  or  less  sufficiently  assisted  at  the  beginning  to 
obtain  some  sort  of  foothold  in  their  new  surroundings. 
They  settle  down  with  the  father  inducted  into  some 
employment,  usually  at  a  very  meagre  wage  and  most 
frequently  in  some  newly-learned  branch  of  the  needle 
trade,  or  with  a  pushcart  in  the  street,  or  with  some  small 
pack  of  merchandise  among  the  outlying  mill  districts  of 
the  city.  If  all  goes  well,  the  family  holds  it  own  and 
gets  along.  If  sickness  or  other  trouble  comes,  resort  is 
had  to  the  help  of  relatives  or  of  friends,  or  perhaps  of 
the  chevras,  or  of  the  "  down-town,”  that  is  to  say  the 
Yiddish  charity  societies,  and  ultimately,  when  all  these 
sources  arc  exhausted  or  none  are  available,  then  to  the 
“up-town”  society  of  the  United  Hebrew  charities. 
Occasionally  and  but  too  frequently  the  father  runs 
away,  sometimes  in  collusion  with  his  wife,  leaving  his 
family  de|>endent  on  the  charities,  who  help  as  far  as 
absolutely  necessary  or  possible.  However,  cases  of  such 
abandonment,  though  seriously  considerable  in  numbers, 


make  up  but  a  fraction  per  cent,  proportionally.  The 
family  struggles  along,  living  from  hand  to  mouth,  from 
year  to  year,  until  the  children  grow  up  sufficiently  to 
bear  some  portion  of  the  burden.  The  boys  at  seven, 
eight,  or  nine  years  of  age  sell  newspapers  on  the  street 
and  go  desultorily  to  school  ;  a  little  later  some  of  them 
are  selling  knick-knacks  of  one  kind  or  another,  generally 
on  the  " down-town ”  streets  and  around  the  “down¬ 
town  ”  market-places.  At  times,  such  as  the  Christmas 
season  and  Eastertide,  or  other  general  holidays,  these 
vendors  are  to  be  counted  by  scores  on  the  central 
highways  of  the  town.  II  used  to  be  that  young  girls 
would  be  similarly  employed,  but  this  was  stopped  some 
years  ago.  As  the  boys  so  circumstanced  grow  older, 
most  of  them  find  some  honest  employment  and  emerge 
respectably  from  their  wretched  surroundings,  but  some 
of  them,  proportionately  few  but  numerically  many, 
succumb  to  the  debasing  influences  that  afldet  their  lives 
and  become  utterly  depraved.  Early  in  their  experience 
they  and  their  parents  begin  drifting  apart.  The  latter 
continue  more  or  less  consistently  to  betake  themselves  to 
the  synagogue,  while  the  boys,  sent  perhaps  for  awhile 
to  some  clieder,  next,  more  or  less  irregularly,  to  the 
public  schools,  and  soon  altogether  to  the  streets,  early 
acquire  all  the  vices  of  the  slums,  including  the  habit  of 
"shooting  crap,”  that  is,  gambling  with  dice,  then  learn 
the  trade  of  shop-lifting  in  the  department  stores, 
developing  next  a  larger  criminality,  ultimately  making 
their  resorts  in  gambling  bouses  and  their  homes  in 
brothels. 

The  fale  of  girls  in  similar  surroundings  is  but  the  same 
story  with  its  intrinsic  variations.  As  the  hapless 
daughters  of  ill-conditioned  or  unfortunate  immigrants 
grow  from  childhood  into  girlhood,  they  are  put  to  work 
in  some  factory  making  shirtwaists,  cigars,  or  what  not, 
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while  others  find  occupation  behind  the  counters  ot  the 
department  stores  and  other  places  of  perfunctory  sales¬ 
manship.  They  are  making  their  way  in  gradually  increasing 
numbers  into  offices  and  counting  houses  as  typists  and 
stenographers,  but  the  mass  of  the  Jewish  working  girls — 
and  they  number  thousands — are  in  the  needle  trade 
factories  and  behind  counters  in  the  stores.  The  earnings 
of  factory  operatives  are  larger  than  those  of  the  shop  girl, 
hut  the  occupation  of  the  latter  is  less  laborious  and 
socially  more  attractive.  The  factory  girls  arc  for  the 
most  part  of  a  sturdier  and  more  serious  nature  than  the 
others,  and  though  the  temptations  in  their  way  are  not 
slight  nor  few,  it  is  generally  conceded  that  their  workday 
surroundings  serve  to  minimise  rather  than  to  accentuate 
any  tendency  to  an  immoral  life.  The  reverse  is  the  case 
with  the  girls  in  the  department  stores. 

The  real  recruiting  grounds  of  the  Jewish  “white  slave" 
traffic  in  this  country  are  the  so-called  dancing  schools 
and  the  more  public  dance  halls  which  flourish  so  con¬ 
siderably  in  the  “down-town"  Jewish  quarters  of  the 
city,  the  moving-picture  shows,  and  other  cheap  enter¬ 
tainments  to  which  the  girls  from  shop  or  factory  are  apt 
to  resort  for  amusement.  To  these  they  go  first  in  twos 
and  threes,  then  in  company  with  some  chance 
acquaintance  picked  up  at  one  or  another  of  these  places. 
Only  too  often  this  acquaintance  is  some  degenerate  of 
Jewish  parentage,  whose  habitat  is  in  brothels  where  he 
seeks  an  income  by  selling  jewelry  (o  the  inmates  al 
exorbitant  prices.  Later  on,  the  girl  goes  with  her  com¬ 
panion  from  the  dance  or  show  to  a  restaurant  for  a  late 
supper,  and  more  or  less  wine  or  beer,  and  thence 
ultimately  to  destruction.  The  succeeding  stages  on  the 
road  to  ruin  are  readied  in  normal  sequence.  The  man 
becomes  her  business  agent  in  return  for  a  share  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  business,  and  the  girl  becomes  a  “white 
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slave.”  He  assumes  more  or  less  Ihc  role  of  her  pro¬ 
tector  ;  lie  is  supposed  to  have  a  “  pull  ”  with  the  police 
and  to  “  stand  in”  with  the  politicians  of  his  ward  or 
division.  To  some  extent  this  supposition  is  often  true, 
at  least  for  a  time,  until  something  like  the  transference 
of  the  police  to  another  district  or  the  overthrow  of  the 
division  “boss”  changes  the  situation.  During  the 
interval,  when  he  has  or  appears  to  have  some  protective 
influence,  he  makes  it  his  business  to  extort  from  his 
several  protegees,  sometimes  a  number  of  them  in  thesame 
house,  all  that  they  can  be  induced  or  forced  to  give 
up,  usually  on  the  pretence  of  demands  by  the  police. 
Presently,  it  becomes  expedient  to  move  the  girls  about, 
and  this  is  effected  through  arrangements  with  some  other 
dealer  of  the  same  kind,  sometimes  in  the  same  city, 
occasionally  in  some  other. 

Such  is  the  so-called  “White  Slave  Traffic”  in  its  Ameri¬ 
can  and  more  particularly  its  American  Jewish  form. 
While,  indeed,  the  Jewish  victims  of  this  social  evil  are  a 
minority  of  the  entire  number,  their  ratio  is  out  of  all 
proportion  to  that  of  the  entire  population.  In  this  city 
of  1,500,000  inhabitants,  the  Jewish  people  number  some 
8  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  but  among  its  estimated  number 
of  some  6,000  prostitutes,  the  Jewish  contingent  is  figured 
at  15  per  cent.  Time  was,  according  to  the  observation 
of  the  present  writer,  through  all  the  cities  of  the  United 
States  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  before  1880,  when  it 
was  not  so  much  as  2  per  cent.,  those  few  springing  from 
the  maritime  towns  of  Western  Europe. 

When  it  is  considered  that  this  fearful  increase  of 
demoralization  within  the  period  of  a  generation  is  to 
be  found  almost  exclusively  among  the  Jewish  immigrants 
from  the  Slavic  regions  who  have  come  to  this  country 
within  that  time,  the  root  of  the  evil  becomes  traceable. 
When  it  is  further  considered  that  these  people  come  out 
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of  a  dark  chaos  of  political,  social,  and  economic  dis¬ 
organisation  wrought  by  mediaeval  ignorance  and  malice, 
into  the  midst  of  a  but  less  violent  social  turmoil  going  on 
in  the  glare  of  modern  science  and  enlightenment,  out 
from  the  brutal  restraints  of  an  autocratic  tyranny  into  an 
extreme  of  personal  liberty  under  democratic  rule,  the 
nature  of  the  evil  becomes  fairly  apparent  It  is  but  a 
phase,  perhaps  an  inevitable  feature  of  a  period  of  violent 
transition.  It  is  but  an  abnormality  developed  out  of  an 
equally  abnormal  condition,  the  condition  of  a  violent 
social  disorganisation  under  the  shadow  of  Russian 
barbarism,  and  its  penumbra  of  anti-Semitism  in  Central 
Europe,  a  tumultuous  exodus  to  other  lands,  and  a  slow 
and  painful  process  of  reorgan isation  there.  Such  re¬ 
organisation  is  proceeding  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
and  though  another  generation  must  elapse  before  its 
process  becomes  normalized,  it  uppears  certain  that  with 
its  progress  the  social  evils  incident  to  the  present  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  newer  Jewish  community  will  be  eliminated 
from  its  midst. 
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V. 

Paper  HY  Hrrr  HEINRICH  SPRECHER,  Lkmiierc. 

IME  URSACHEN  UND  DIE  M1TTK1.ZUR  BEKAMPFUNG 
DES  WEISSEN  SKI.AVEN-  ODER  MAOCHENHANHEI-S 
IN  GAI.I7.IEN. 

Es  itt  Icider  einc  traurige  Wnhrhclt,  dass  die  JGdinnen  des 
Often*  eln  grosses  Kontingent  dcr  Prostituirten  stellen.  Norh 
heschiimender  nber  isi  cs,  doss  die  Miidchenhitndler  in  grosser 
Zahl  nus  den  Juden  des  Ostens  sich  rekrutiren. 

Es  isi  entschieden  ihre  prckiire  Lage  und  die  mnngelhnftc, 
vielfnch  nuch  vflllig  mangelnde  Erziehung  damn  Schuld.  Die  sozialen 
und  wirtschafllichen  Verhiiltntsse  sind  die  Hnuptursache.  Armut  isi 
der  fruchtbnrste  Niihrbodcn  der  Unsittlichkcit,  Sorge  und  Elend  ihr 
krftftigster  Diinger.  Die  ostcuropiiischcn  Juden  sind  je  nnch  den 
Lrindem,  die  sic  bewohnen,  in  drei  Kalcgoricn  cinzuteilen.  Am 
schlimmsten  dnran  sind  die  im  Konigreich*  Rumiinien  lebenden 
250,000  Juden,  die  bis  nuf  elwn  cin  halbes  I'ro/ent  nnturniisirte,  gaiu 
rcchtlos  sind,  und  als  K reside  bclrachtct  warden.  Von  der  Ilevfll* 
kcrung  gchasst,  werden  sie  von  der  Rcgierung  in  jeder  mflgtichen 
Welse  unterdriickt.  Za  den  ttffcntlichcn  Schulen  werden  sie  gnrnichl 
xngelassen  und  sognr  die  Errichtung  eigener  Schulen,  wird  ihnen 
nach  Mdglichkeit  erschwcrt.  Auch  vicle  Berufc  sind  ihnen  ver- 
schlosscn.  Diuu  ist  gar  kcinc  Aussichi  vorhnndcn,  dass  derXustand 
in  abschbnrer  Zeit  sich  besscre,  dn  diese  Rcchtslosigkeil  durch 
Gesctze  sanktionirt  ist. 

Nicht  um  vieles  besscr  ist  die  Lage  dcr  im  russischen  Reiche 
lebenden  cirkn  sechs  Millionen  Juden,  die  untcr  vlelen  Ausnahms- 
gesetzen  und  Ueamtenwillktir  schmnchten.  Sie  sind  sumeist  nuf  ein 
(ihetto  im  weiteren  Sinne  Ansicdlungsmyon  bcschiiinkt,  wo  sie 
zusnmmengepfercht  wohnen  und  im  Knmpf  urns  Dnsein  einnndcr  dns 
l-cben  verbittem.  Nur  diejenigen,  wclche  cs  durch  Reichtum  zu 
Anschen  gebracht  hnben,  werden  geschont,  dn  sic  sich  durcb  Geld 
die  Gunst  dcr  Heaintcn  erkaufen  kttnncn.  In  dieseni  l.nndc,  wo  fast 
die  Hrilfte  dcr  Gesamtjudenheit  lebt,  ist  eiue  lessening  mOglich,  falls 
cine  liberalerc  Slrflmung  in  den  hohen  Krciscn  I’latz  greifen  wird. 

Talsitchlich  soil  dns  Ministerium  mil  Zustimmung  dcsZaren  noch 
im  Jnhre  1906  cin  Gesetz  zur  Krleichtenuig  der  Lnge  dcr  Juden  der 
Duma  vorzulegen  bcabsichtigt  hnben,  das  nber  einige  Grossfiirsten, 
die  cincn  grossen  Einfluss  auf  den  Zarcn  Nikolaus  nusiiben, 
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hintertrieben  h» ben.  Da  wir  nun  in  dicscn  \. Indcrn  infolgc  tier  dort 
best  c)  tend  en  cinschninkenden  Gcseize  koine  crfolgrcichc  Aktion 
einleiien  kfinnen,  so  will  ich  diesc  gar  nichl  weitcr  in  Bctrncht  xichcn 
und  mcine  Anregungcn  ausschliesslich  auf  Galixien  beschrhnkcn. 

In  Oestcrreich  bexw.  in  Galixien,  wo  ctwn  900,000  Judcn  tvohncn, 
vcrh.ilt  ca  sich  gnnx  anders.  Diesc  sind  gesclzlich  alien  andcin 
llOrgern  gleichgesicllt,  wenn  nnch  xugcstnndcn  werden  muss,  dass  die 
Praxis  noch  sehr  vicl  xu  wtinsclien  librlg  lnsst  Sic  haben  nlcht  unicr 
Auswihmsgcsctxcn  xu  Icidcn  und  werden  *u  alien  llerufcn  xugclasscn. 
Allc  Schulcn  stehen  ihnen  often,  und  talsiichlich  widinen  sich  vielc 
insbcsoiulerc  in  den  grflssercn  SUUIten  dernrt  den  Siudien,  dass  schon 
ein  Siudenteoprolctarint  emsianden  ist  Sonderbnrisl  esnber,  wiihrend 
cincrscits  die  Zahl  der  jiidischcn  Miucl-  und  Hochschtiler  verhaltnis- 
miissig  cine  sclir  grosse  isl,  so  gibt  es  undersoils  ein  games  Mccr  von 
Analfubeicn  und  Verwahrlosicn.  In  sehr  viclcn  jiidischcn  nrrocn- 
l''nmilien  sind  die  Kinder  kflrperlich,  geistig  und  sitllich  verwnhrlosi 
und  fiir  keinen  Ucruf  ausgcbildet.  Dies  isl  auch  leichl  erklfirlich,  wenn 
man  bedenkt,  dass  die  Kliem  gleich  dcs  Morgens  friih  das  Ha  us 
verlasscn  urn  Verdienst  xu  suchcn  und  die  Kinder  ohne  Aufsicht  den 
Cefahrcn  der  Strasse  und  schlcchicn  Gcscllschaft  ausgeseixt  bleibcn. 
Was  diesc  Kinder  werden,  kann  man  sich  denken.  lm  giinstigsten 
Fallc  werden  sic  Heillcr  und  Landsireichcr.  Aber  noch  schlimmer 
isl,  dass  diesc  verwuhrlostc  Jugeud  (Uns  grdsslc  Kontingent  fiir  die 
Verbrcchcrwcll  liefcrl. 

So  sicht  es  in  den  grftsseren  StSidlcn  aus,  aber  nuch  in  den 
kleineren  Orischaften  ist  die  Vcnrnhrlosung  nichl  viel  gcringcr. 
Dernrlige  Vcrhflhnisse  hcrrschen  nichl  nur  unier  den  Juden 
sondem  nuch  unier  den  ubrigen  Ijindesbcwohncm,  und 
wenn  diesc  die  Not  weniger  verspUrcn,  so  isl  es  aus  dem 
Grundc,  wcil  die  Landesregierung  sic  mehr  untcrstiiixt.  Uebcrdies 
isl  die  Putxsucht  unier  den  Frauen  der  jiidischcn  annen  Klnssen  vicl 
gidsser.  Diesc  hungern  fast  die  game  Woche  und  spnrcn  sich  den 
Uisscn  trockenen  liroies  vom  M unde  ab,  uni  am  Snmstag  in  au/Tnl* 
lender  Toilette  nuf  dcr  Sirassc  crschcinen  xu  knnnen.  Diese  Zusliinde 
diirfcn  nl>er  niemanden  Wander  nchmen,  wenn  man  hedenkt.  dass 
('•ali/icn  ein  arnics,  kulturcll  xuriickgcblicbcncs  Land  und  fast  ohne 
jcglichc  Industrie  ist.  Ks  bietcl  nichl  genug  Arbeiisgclegcnhcit  fiir 
die  Arbeilswilligen  trotxdcm  wirklichc  llcrufiuirbuiicr  sehr  wenig  sind. 
Ks  bildet  sich  darum  liaupisitchlich  unier  den  Judcn  cine  Spcxialii.'it 
von  sogenannien  “Luftmcnschcn’’  hcruus,  diclcdiglich  mil  Geschsifts- 
vcnnittlung  sich  licfasscn  und  tntsiichlicli  dcs  Aliends  nichl  wissen 
wuher  dcs  Morgens  IItoI  fiir  ihre  Kinder  xu  nchmen.  Die  Vcrmd- 
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gcndcrcn  bcliciben  haupt-wiciilich  Handel  und  Wuchergcschfifte. 
Die  grAsste  jGdischc  Gemcindc  I.einbcrgtut  /war  viol.  Allc  die  uni 
Untcrsliilzung  ansuchen  crhaltcn  solche,  uber  es  gcscbicht  nichl 
rationed  und  nltne  System.  Dor  grhsstc  Toil  dor  UnterstiiUtcn  sind 
profcssioncllc  Heftier.  Ks  wird  nur  voriibcrgehend  die  Not  gclindcrt, 
aber  man  sclmffl  kerne  Kxislenxen.  Ks  ist  keine  xwc»  kentsprcchcudc 
Vcrwcndung  und  wird  soinit  cine  wcitcre  Generation  von  Hctllern 
grossgexogen.  I.embcrg  xahlt  cirka  bo,ooo  Judcn,  dnmnter  inchr  als 
3,000  Armcn|Mjsiiioncn,  also  20,000  die  die  <lfTcntrH.be  WohU.itigkcit 
in  Ansprucb  ncluncn  und  nur  2,800  StcuertRigcr  mil  einer  Lcistung 
von  cirkn  100,000  K.  Die  judischc  Gcnieindc  besiut  auch  mchreic 
dflcntlidie  Anstallcn,  wic  Waiscnhaus,  Spital,  usw.  die  musicrhufl 
gonanut  werden  kftnntcn,  nbcrsic  Icidcn  ebenso  untcr  dcr  Syslemlosig* 
keit. 

/.ur  Untcrsiutxung  meincr  llchnuptungcn  mflge  e*  mir  gestattet 
scin  auf  tntsflchlichcs  statislischcs  Material  xu  verwciscu.  leb  incinc 
die  im  hohen  Grade  bcdculsamen  Gutaclitcn  ulicr  die  l.’rsachcn, 
Entcheinungsformen  und  Auabrcitung  der  Vcrwuhrlosung  in  Dealer* 
rcicli  uberhnupt  und  besonders,  was  11ns  am.  uieistcn  intcrcsairt,  in 
Gnlhncn.  Diesc  Knquetc  ist  Uberhnupt  cinxig  in  ilircr  Art  und  cin 
grosses  Wcrk.  Sic  bedcutet  die  Sclbstcrkcnntnis,  und  diesc  ist 
bekauntheb  dcr  erste  Schritt  rur  Hesserung.  Sic  wird  xu  weileren 
Krbebungen  und  xur  Kcststcllung  von  Tatsachcn  in  und  nusscr 
Oestcrrcich  und  dnmit  cur  Krforschung  dcs  heutc  vi  el  fa  eh  noch 
unbcknnnien  Gebietes  dcr  Vcrwahrlosung  luhrcn.  Dcr  hatcrrcicbischc. 
Kindcrschutx-Kongrcss  1907  gab  die  Vcmnlassung  xu  dicscr  Enquetr. 
Diesc  wild  hofTcntlicb  nicht  vereinxcll  bleibcn,  sondern  *u  weileren 
Korschungcn  nn regen.  Die  Grundlagc  dcs  Kongrcsscs  bildctc  cine 
cingebcnde  U  mirage,  cincsystcmatische  Krbebung  liber  die  Uraachcn, 
die  vcrschicdcncn  Koimcn  und  Ausbreitung  dcr  Vcrwnbrlosung  in 
Oestcrreich.  Das  Ergebnis  dicscr  Erhebungen  bildet  den  Inball  dcs 
I.  Hnndcs  der  Kongrcssschriftcn:  “Die  Ursachcn,  Krscbdnungsfonncn 
und  die  Ausbreitung  dcr  Vcrwahrlosung  von  Kindern  und  Jtigcnd* 
lichen  in  Ocslcrrcicb.*  Die  vcrOficntlicliten  Kinxclbcrichtc  beruhen 
auf  sorgfiiltige  Krhebungen  und  sind  von  I'ersonlicbkcilcn  bcarbcitcl, 
welclie  die  Verhflltnisse  gennu  kennen.  Das  KeTernt  fiir  Galisicn  vom 
Gcrichlsckrctfir  L.  Muller  in  Lemberg  lassen  die  Vcrwuliilutung  in' 
ihrer  cinscitigcu  AufTnssung  nls  veniaclilassigtc  Krziclumg,  als  cine 
Kolgc  kulturcller  Kuckstiimligkcii  im  ganxen  Isolde  weit  verbreitet 
erscheinen.  Dcr  Widerwtlle  der  Eltcrn  gegen  die  Schulpflicbt,  die 
fruhsciligc  Ausbeutung  dcr  kindliehen  Arbeitskraft,  dcr  untcr  Jung 
und  Alt  wciivcrbrcitctc  Alkobolismus  sind  Aiucichen  einer  allgc- 


mcinen  Verwahrlosung  Her  Zu y  void  IjiihIc  xur  Sladi  fiihrt  cben 
nicht  bios  voUwerttge  Klemcnte,  sondem  nuch  solche  von  xweifel- 
Itaftcm  Wert  a  dnhin.  Ki  jfibt  cine  liev«ilkcrungi»klasM3  dcr  Antiso- 
zt.ilcn  in  grossen  Stitrtten,  wo  Vcrbrcclten,  Trunksuchl  und  Prostitution 
sich  von  (Generation  itir  (Generation  vererben,  sich  infolgc  tier 
Passivitut  der  Gescllschaft  immer  wieder  erncucrn.  Die  Schulenl- 
lassencn  l)ci  ilireni  unvcnnilleltcn  Ucbcrgnngc  von  dcr  Ordnung  der 
Schule  in  das  voile,  freie  und  sclbstsiundige  Erwerbsleben  sind  den 
mnunigfachstcn  Gcfnhrcn  ausgesctxt.  Die  Wohnungsverhldtnisse  in 
den  Armenquartiren  der  Stftdlc,  das  Zusammenwohnen  viclcr 
i'ersonen  beiderlei  Geschlechts  in  elnem  Wohnrnume,  imlssen 
enisitthchenri  nuf  die  Jugend  wirken.  Idi  hnbe  sclbst  in  cinem 
Kabinett  ohne  Kenster  wo  das  l.icht  nur  durch  die  Mir  Hiilftc  mil 
Clusscheiben  versebenc  TUr  eindrtngcn  konntc  und  wo  nur  Knum  fiir 
zwei  Betlcn  und  xwei  Schriinke  vorhnndcn  war,  xwei  Parteien 
bestehend  nus  scchs  wciblichen  und  vier  miiontichen  I’ersonen,  sage 
xusannnen  xehn  Pcrsoncn,  gelroffen.  Die  Miittcr  mil  jexwelTbchtern 
schliefen  in  den  llcticn  und  die  Sdhnc  nebennn  nuf  dem  Fussboden. 
Von  diesen  ist  cine  Frau  cpileptisch  und  tubcrkulos  und  deren 
20-jiihrige  Tochtcr  seit  ihrer  Kindhcil  parnlisirt.  Ich  muss  noch 
cinen  krnssen  Fall  hervorheben,  das  ein  Gym  nasialpro  feasor  sich  Miihe 
gab  einen  Gymnasialschiilcr  dcr  nutngels  Wohnung  unter  Proati- 
tuirten  leben  musstc,  nnderweitig  unterzubringen.  So  bildet  ilns 
Lcben  in  Mitten  ciner  verderbliehen  Umgebung  an  sich  schon  die 
(Gefuhrder  Verwahrlosung.  Ganze  liiuidc  Hessen  sich  iiber  die  Leiden 
der  Stiefkindcr  schreiben,  die  den  KHem  nls  unbequeme  Geschopfe 
int  Wege  stehen.  Sie  sind  vor  nllem  die  Opfcr  dcr  Heblosen 
Hcliundlung  und  Misshandlung  und  diese  fiihrt  xur  Verwahrlosung. 
Die  Armenvcrsorgung  ist  eine  sehr  mangclhafte.  Sie  erstreekt  sich 
fast  nur  auf  Zusliindige  und  gewfthrt  nur  primiliven  Schutx  gegen 
Hunger  und  Krfrieren,  aber  cntspricht  nicht  den  erxichlichen 
Anforderungcn.  Auch  das  law  dcr  “  Geineindekinder,”  die  nuf 
olTentliche  Kostcn  erhalten  werden,  ist  cin  sehr  trauriges  und  sind 
diese  nun  grhsstcn  Tcil  vcrvmhrlost.  Solche  varwniste  nnd  unchc- 
lichc  Kinder,  die  nie  ein  freundliches  Wort  hflrcn  und  unter  dem 
S|>ollc  der  Mitmenschen  xu  lciden  liabcn,  ivacliacn  in  Hass  und  Vur- 
uchlung  gegen  die  ganze  Menschhcil  auf  und  verkiitnmern  nionilisch 
derart,  dass  aus  ihnen  die  gcfkhrlichstcn  Verbrecher  wet  den. 

Die  Schulgcselxgcbung  sicht  xwar  Krzichungsanstalten  fur  sittlich 
Verwnhrloste  vor,  deren  Einrichtung  ist  alier  der  Ijtndesgesetxgcbung 
vorbchallcn,  von  welchem  Vorliehnltc  diese  jedoch  bislier  seit  dem  in 
Kr.ifllreien  dieses  (Gesctzcs  keinen  (Gcbrauch  gemnehl  hat.  Das 
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Schulgcocu  vom  4.  Mai  1 H6y,  worm  die  Schulpflicht  vom6-i4  l.ebcns- 
juiire,  also  nuf  8  Jnhre  fcstgesctxl  war,  wurde  mil  Gcselz  vom  2.  Mai 
1K83,  nuf  6  Jnhre  hcriib)(cMI>t.  IJor  Kcsetiliclte  Schulxwnng  wire! 
garnicht  cl urcliKcfiih  1 1.  Alter  noch  einc  Itresche  i>l  in  das  Schul- 
gcsclx  geachlagen  worden,  dnss  die  Schulpflichiigen  nicht  nolwcndi- 
gerweisc  cin  dffenllichc  Schulc  besuchcn  imissen,  sondern  \om 
Schulbcsuche  bcfrcii  werden  kimnen,  wenn  sie  das  slaailichfixirte 
Wissensntinimuin  sich  xu  Hnusc  nneignen.  Dnriibcr  bcslcbt  aber 
keine  Aufsicht,  so  das*  die  orthodoxen  Juden  von  dicscin  Kcdiie 
reichlich  Gcbmuch  inachcn  und  ihre  Kinder  insbesondere  die 
K  mi  ben  nichl  in  die  Scbulcn,  nur  in  die  Talmud-Thom  odor 
Chcdurim  schicken,  wo  nur  hcbriiisch  und  '1‘nlmud  unierrichlct  wird. 
Talstichlich  sind  die  Knnben  dieser  oitliodoxcn  Juden  sogar  in  den 
grbsseren  Suidicn  nlle  Analfnbdcn  und  die  Mndchen  nuch  sum  Ted. 
Galixicn  nimml  ubcrluiupi  cine  Ausnahmsslcllung  cin  und  manchc 
Gescuc  haben  ausnahmsweise  keine  Giliigkcit.  Audi  mangel  t  es  in 
Gnlixien  viclfnch  an  Scbulcn.  So  waren  1905  in  beil.iufig  1,000  kleincn 
Gcincinden  mil  elwa  65,000  schulpflichiigen  Kimlem  gar  keine 
Schulen  vorhnndcn.  Auf  jc  100  liber  6  Jahrc  alien  Eimvohucru, 
waren  im  Keichsdurcbschniiie  bios  circa  24  Analfabeien,  in  Gnlizicn 
cirkn  57.  In  I.emberg  waren  1905  Jugcndlicltc  55,188,  wovon  bios 
clwa  75#  die  Schulen  bcsuchien  und  von  den  Nichtbetuchenden 
cnifielcn  liber  40  %  auf  jiidische  Kinder  iroixdem  das  Vcrhfillnis  der 
jiidischcn  bevdlkcrung  bios  30  betrugt.  In  Krakau  waren  32,422 
Jugendlicbc,  wovon  cbcnfnlls  bios  75  %  die  Scbulcn  besuchten  und  von 
den  N  i  chi  besuchcn  don  entfclcn  circa  50  %  auf  jiidische  Kinder, 
iroixdem  das  Verhhllnis  der  jiulischen  llcvfilkeruug  nuch  bins  cirkn 
30  %  bet  nig  t.  In  den  kleinen  Suidicn  und  itberhaupi  in  den  Land- 
gememden  sind  die  Vcrhnlinissc  noch  vicl  ungimsiigcr.  Nur  wo 
Alliunx-Schulen  gcguindei  sind  isl  cine  wcscnlHche  I  lessening  xu 
vcrzcichnen,  aber  nuch  diese  hnben  den  Kchler,  class  sie  fur  das 
weiicrc  Kortkommen  der  Schuler  nichl  Sorgo  tnigen,  so  class  die 
Kinder  ohne  ein  Handwcrk  crlcrtil  xu  baben  in  Veihflltnisse 
zuriickkehrcn  welchc  wieder  Vcrwahrlosung  vemrsachcn.  iJies 
machl  das  ganxc  Work  illusorinch. 

NVas  die  JugendfiirHorgc  und  iusbcsondcre  die  Kfirsorge  fur  die 
vcrwnhrlosie  Jugcnd  bcirilli,  so  isl  Oeslcrreith  noth  weil  wcil  xunick. 
Uas  Gcselx  schrcibl  dies  xwur  vor,  aber  as  sind  nichl  einmal 
anniibcmd  die  nhtigen  Anstallcn  vorhanden.  Kmc  I'nralcllc  xwischen 
Ocsicrreicb  und  den  nnderen  SUiaicu  Itcweisi  xur  Genuge,  dnss 
Ucslcrreich  noch  schr  nicksiundig  in  kuliurcller  Kntwicklung  isl.  hn 
jahrc  iyo$  wnr  >n  Oealerreich  die  Cesnmtxnhl  der  jugend lichen  bis 


1 BJulirc  5,497,258 nuinnlichc,  5,54  1,3717  wciblichc,  xu<»nn»i>cn  j  1,04 1.6317 
mid  bios  l  j  Mcxscdingsnnslnllcn  ( Reformatory  Schools)  nusscr  wcnigcn 
I’rivntnnsiallen  mil  cincm  Mclcgraum  fvir  1,51b  mannlichc  und  510 
wciblichc  /oglingcn,  zusnimuen  2,026.  Insasscn  union  1,585 
niannliclic  nnd  316  wciblichc  /usnnuncn  1,901  (Zbglingcn)  und  die 
Krlmlliing  bet  nig  1,232,000  K.  I  in  Jnhrc  1905  wurden  876  (ibenviesen. 
In  tializicn  gab  es  und  gibt  es  noch  jctxt  kcinc  cinxigc  Anstalt. 
Krxidiungsanslaltcn  (Industrial  Schools)  sind  dbcrhaiipl  in  ganx 
Ocsicrrcich  kcinc.  Von  Day  Industrial  Schools  und  Truant  Schools 
gnr  nicht  xu  reden.  /.ur  sclbcn  Zeit  waren  in  I'rcusscn  Jugcndtichc 
bis  18  Jnhrc  7,161,126  mhnnliche  und  7.087,361  wciblichc,  xusutnmen 
14,248,487.  Unlcr  Kiirsorgcerzichung  sttmdcn  30,659  Zbglingc  in  467 
Slants-  und  Privalansinllcn,  daruntcr  15  jtidisctic  deren  Erhnllung 
6,800,000  Mk.  kostctc.  Im  Jnhrc  1905  sind  4,375  rniinnliclic 
und  2,261  wcibtiche  xusammen  6,636  tibcrwicsen  worden.  In  Mayern 
waicn  Jugcndlidic  2,425,447  und  ZOglingc  1,252  rniinnliclic  und  701 
wciblichc, xusaminen  1,953.  In  Sachsen  1,289  ZtSglingc.  In  WUrtemberg 
451 ,202  J ugcndlichc  und  976  mfinnlic -.(10,644  weibliclic,  xusnmnicn  1 ,61 1 
Zbglingc.  In  Haden  1,588 Ziiglingc.  In  England stnndcn  unlcr  Kursor- 
gccrxichuug  in  Reformatory  Schools  4,891,  in  Industrial  Schools  22,982, 
xusunimen  27,873  Zftglinge,  in  198  certified  Ansinllcn  daruntcr  iwei 
judiwchc,  undkostete  die  Krhaltung  1 1,800,000  Mk.  ausscr  dersegens- 
rcichcn  Tfitigkcil  dcr  inkorporirten  National  Society  for  the  Prevention 
of  Cruelty  to  Children.  Diese  statist ische  Daten  habc  ich  dcr  letxtcn 
Regicrungsvorlagc  bctiufs  Kursorgccrzichang  cntnonimen,  worin  die 
Rucksiiindigkcit  Ocstcrrcichs  hcrvorgeliobcn  wird,  wobei  noch  xu 
l>emerken  ist  dass  auf  basis  dcr  deutschcn  Statistik  von  fiber  1  % 
vcrwnhrloslc  J  ugcndlichc  auf  Lemberg  58,  da  von  jiidixche  18,  auf 
Krakau  28,  da  von  jiidischc  10  cnifallcn  wurden  und  in  ganx  C.slixien 
1 ,022,  wofiir  der  Kostenaufwand  h  80  Heller  pro  Kopf  und  Taj* 
gercchnct  cirka  500,000  K.  >ihrlic.h  bctragcn  wiirdc.  In  NVirklichkeit 
diirfton  nber  in  Goludcn  fiinf  Mai  soviet  rcnvahi  loslc,  also  5  •}{.  scin. 
Fiir  scliwaclisinnigc  Kinder  unter  den  Juden  Calnicns,  deicn  es 
leidcr  sclir  viclc  gibl,  ist  garnichls  vorgcsorgl.  Klxniso  xvciiig  fiir 
Tuubslummc  und  Hlindc.  1 1  Serf  fir  sind  gnr  keine  Anstnllcn  vorfinnden, 
weswegen  man  diese  hiinfig  in  Strafunstallen  trill).  Diese  Znhlcn 
kcnnxcictincn  die  wenig  erfrculirlicn  kulturcllen  Vcrliiiltnissc  von 
Calixien  und  bcrcchligcn  voneincr  Vcrwnhrlosung  ini  Allgctneincn  xu 
sprcclien. 

Das  ist  leidcr  das  irnurigc  al>cr  getreue  Mild,  das  icb  von  dcu 
jiidischcn  Veiiuilinisscn  in  (inlixicu  xu  scliildcrn  fiir  notig  ernchte. 
Die  Verwahrlosung  ist  infulgc  dcr  allgcincincn  wirtschaftlichen 
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Vcrh.ilmiise  cin  Prodnlct  tier  Neuxcit.  Sic  wirtl  noch  \  iclfach  (lurch 
die  irnurigc  Tntsnchc  gefordert,  (lass  in  mnnehen  Kreisen  tins 
Bcwusslscin  nhhanden  gckommcn  ist,  dass  deni  Kcrhlc  Kinder  in 
die  Welt  xu  setxcn  die  Vcrpfl  ich  lung  gcgcnulicr  slchl  sic  xu  niitxlichen 
Glicdcrn  dcr  Gcscllschnft  xu  cntichen.  Hiertiber  will  ich  cinen  fast 
unglaublichen  Fall  nnfiihrcn,  dass  cin  Vnter  nnch  dem  Todc  seiner 
I’rnu  durchging  und  seinen  fiinfjnhrlgcn  Knaben  auf  dcr  Strasse 
aussctxtc,  den  die  Gemeindc  in  Kiirsorge  nehmen  mussle.  Der  Vater 
wurde  dann  in  einer  kleincn  Narhbnrgcmcindc,  wo  er  wieder 
verheimtet  lebte,  cruin  wolnn  ihm  das  Kindxugcschickt  wnrdc  Aber 
nnch  kiintcr  Zeit  hat  er  tins  Kind  wieder  gebmeht  und  auf  tier  Strasse 
xuriickgdusscn.  Dieses  Kind  befindet  sicli  nocli  jetxt  nnrh  drei 
Jahren  in  Armenpflcgc.  troudein  dcr  Vnter  vcriudgend  genug  ist  um 
cs  selbt  erxiehen  xu  knnncn. 

In  cincni  Expose  “  Die  Not  tier  nsieuropaischen  Juden  und  die 
Hilfsnktion  der  Juden  des  Westens"anden  Mtlfsvercin  dcr  deutschcn 
Juden  in  Jlerlin  hnbe  ich  vor  cinigcr  Zeit  nusgcfuhri,  dass  es  in  erster 
Keihe  notwendig  ist  die  hltcre  Generation  durch  weitere  Grundungen 
von  Vorschusskassen  urn  ihnen  hilligcs  Geld  xu  verschnflen  und  sic 
aicht  den  Wuchcm  nusxuliefcm  sondern  enreri js-  ond  cxistenrftthig  xu 
rnachcn,  wiihrcnd  sic  jetxt  xumeist  nur  Klcinhandcl  und  KIcingewerbc 
anf  der  Strasse  l>ctrcibcn  untl  aiuh  xum  grossen  Teile  als  Bet  tier  den 
gniucn  Tag  die  Stmssen  durclurichen.  Personen  verschiedencn  Alters, 
dnrunter  auch  jungc  Arbeitschcuc  mit  Kindern  am  Arm  heltcln  schen, 
st  ein  Stmssenbild,  das  mnn  sonst  nirgends  xu  Gcsicht  bekonunt. 
Stall  durdi  Hiintlcnrl>eit  kirli  Brut  xu  erwerben,  leben  die  Verwnhr- 
losten  ein  arbeitscheues  l~eben  als  Bcttler  auf  Kosten  andcrer.  Gewissc 
Mudehen  rnachcn  aus  dcr  feilen  Hingnbe  ilnes  Khrpctu  ein  Gewerbe. 
Die  armen  Juden  wiirdcn  nicht  wic  die  rumrinischen  und  russisclien 
xum  WantlerstHb  greifen  musscii,  wenn  ihnen  die  MAgliehkeit  gegeben 
wiirc,  im  Lnndc  wo  sic  geboren  und  nufgcwnchsen  sintl  und  die 
Vcrhiiltnisse  kenneu,  ihr  noldurftiges  Auskoinrnen  xu  habcit.  Ich  bin 
nher  xur  Ucbcr/cugung  gclungt,  dass  der  alien  Generation  ohnebin 
wenig  xu  helfcn  ist  und  dnss  man  daher  das  Schwergcwicht  auf  die 
Krxichung  tier  Jngend  legen  muss.  Die  Kr/iehnng  dcr  Jugend  ist  die 
Vormissctxung  tier  perstinliehen  und  gcscllschnfllichcn  Tiichligkcit 
dcr  kilnftigcn  Burger,  der  nllgcmcinen  Wohlfnhrt  tics  mcnschliclicn 
Gexchlcchtcs  untl  tier  Grumllngc  tier  <  Icsl tiling  dcr  Vtilkcr.  Die 
Zukunfl  dcr  Gcsellschaft  ist  bedrohl  wenn  das  Kind  als  tier  Trilgcr 
dcr  konimcndcn  Generation  nicht  gegen  Gefahren  gcschutxt  wird. 
Das  liffcnllichc  I  increase  verlnngt,  dass  die  Jugcndhirsorge  nuf  allc 
licfhirftigcn  Kinder  voni  Sriuglingsalter  bis  xum  Eintritt  in  das  sclbst- 
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standigc  l.cben  sich  crstrecken  soil.  Es  ist  dies  ein  Hcstnndteil  dcr 
Sozialpolilik,  (licsc  fordcrt,  dass  die  Jugcnd  nicht  ein  Opfer  dcr  wirt- 
schnftlichen  und  soxialcn  Vcrhultnissc  werdc,  sondem,  dnss  fur  ihr 
chrlichos  und  nnstiindiges  Fortkommen  in  dcr  Well  Vorsorgegetroflen 
wcrde.  Es  ist  klnr,  dnss  nur  die  Hcbung  der  nllgemeinen  Kullur 
diescr  Knlnmitul  ein  Elide  bereiten  knnn. 

Das  ist  der  Weg,  den  man  einschlngcn  muss.  Da  muss  cncrgisch 
cingcgiiflcn  werden,  wenn  ein  Krfolg  cnticll  werden  soil  Dos  Uebcl 
muss  an  der  Wurzcl  gcfassl  und  im  Kcimc  crsiickl  werden,  um  das 
Gift  xu  cnifenien,  das  den  mcnschlichcn  Organisinns  unheilvoll 
zc  rseixt. 

Die  Unxuliinglichkch  dcr  Fam'dic  ist  durch  Anslnlten  xu  cractxen, 
weir  he  die  Kinder  vor  dcr  Aufsichllosigkcit  bewuhren.  Dahin  gctulrcn 
Itewahmnsiallcn  fur  die  crate  Kindhcil(Krip|>cn).  Ir.h  will  nber  davon 
nhschen,  dn  die  Gcfnhrdung  der  Kinder  luiuptiuVhlich  void  serltsien 
Lcbensjahrc  nngefnngen  nin  gWfesten,  die  Entfcrnung  nus  der  ver- 
gifteten  Umgcbung  am  wichtigsicn  ist.  Es  ware  daher  xuniichst  die 
geisiige  Hiklung  der  Jugcnd  durch  die  Volksschule,  und  die  Schwach- 
sinnigen-  FUraorgein  AngrifT  xu  nchmen,  Taubstummen-  und  lllinden- 
anstnlien  xu  errichtcn.  Femcr  die  sittliche  llildung,  die  Familie 
ergiinxende  Kiirsorge,  wclchc  die  Kinder  vor  der  Aufsichtlosigkeit 
bewnhren,  Kindergarten,  Schhlcrhortc,  und  Arbcitscrzichung,  damit 
sic  fiir  das  Lebcn  nusgeruslcl  werden.  Schlicsslich  die  Fursorgc  fur 
die  schidentlasscne  Jugcnd,  I^eitung  der  llerufswnhl,  heruflichc  Vor- 
bildung  fUrs  llnndwerk.  Die  Hernnxichung  dcr  jiidischcn  Jugendxur 
Lnndwirtschaft  wird  nbgeschcn  von  femerliegenden  Ursacben,  wic 
die  Erfnhrnng  Ichrt,  schwcrlich  gclingen,  dn  diesclbc  durch  jnhr- 
hunderte  Innge  Abgcwiihnung  sich  nicht  dnxu  nnpnsscn  kann.  Hicr 
mbgc  crwfthnt  werden,  dass  Kaiser  Josef  II.  im  XVI 1 1.  Jahrhundert 
untcr  grossen  Kostcn  etwn  20,000  Deutsche  in  Gnlixicn  kolonisirte  und 
es  auch  mil  xwei  judischen  Kolonicn  versttchte,  cine  bei  llolcchow 
unter  dem  Namen  “  Neu  Babylon  ”  und  cine  bei  Snndcx  nnlcr  dem 
Nnmen  •* Neu  Jerusalem*  die  nber  gftnzlich  misslungen  sind  und 
nach  kurrer  Zeil  den  Dcutschcn  ulicrgcben  werden  mussten. 

AUc  diesc  Anslnlten  ha  ben  cincn  /.week,  dcr  in  den  Worten 
Goethes  xnm  Ausdmck  komint  :  “Nie  iniissig  gchen,  dns  Cute  tun, 
das  llflsc  (lichen,  das  Kind  fur  diesc  <(rci  Itildcn,  heisst  erxichcn.” 
Ausmeuerer  /eit  mfichte  ich  Richter  Linsnyin  Denver,  Col.,  nnfiihrcn: 
“  Die  J  Mg  end  fursorgc  ist  nicht  so  sehr  cine  Frngc  der  Gesetxgcbung 
nls  cine  Frngc  der  Arbeit  fur  die  Jugendlicheu  und  nn  den  Jugcnd - 
lichcn.'’ 

Wir  werden  xwar  hiordurch  die  Prostitution  nicht  aus  dcr  Well 
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schnflcn,  da  dieitelbe  iiberhaupt  in  vielcn  Stamen  reglcmcntirt,  also 
quasi  koiwessionirt  ist,  aber  wenigstcns  die  Quelle  aus  der  tic  schiipft 
xutn  Tcil  versiegen  lnsscn.  Die  I’ersonen  nber  welcltc  mit  warmem 
Fleisch  I  landel  ireiben,  werden  siclierlich  vicl  gcriugcr  an  Znhl  sein, 
wenn  sie  cincn  andcrcn  IJcruf  vcralehcn  und  wfihlcn  werden  kOnncn. 

lch  bin  der  Ansicht,  dass  nur  auf  diesc  Weiae  geholfen  werden 
kann,  wenn  Kultur  unter  den  annen  Glauljcnsgcnosscn  verbreitet 
werden  wird.  Mcine  Anrcgungen  sind  nichts  ncu.  Siesind  schon  vom 
verewigteu  G.  Tuch  in  den  Hcrutungen  dcsjudischcn  Koimtces  xur 
DekAmpfung  dcs  Mr«dchcnhandcls  in  Hamburg  am  8.  Juni  und  so. 
November  1902  gegeben  worden,  wic  auch  in  der  Konfercnz  vom  15. 
September  1903  in  Lemberg. 

Kabbincr  Hr.  Roscnak- Uremen  hat  hiernuf  cine  informatorische 
Reise  durch  Galizien  gemacht  und  das  gechrtc  Fraulein  1). 
Pappcnhciin  (Frankfurt)  hni  nnchhcr  gcmciusam  mit  Friiulein  Dr.  S. 
Rabinowitsch  bcluifs  Studium  der  Vcrhnllnissc  dcr  Juden  lilngere 
Ze it  in  Galizien  gewcill  und  beidc  hnben  ihre  Hcobachtungen  und 
Vorschlagc  in  einer  sehr  beaclucnswerten  Schrift  niedergelegt.  Sie 
haben  die  Lage  und  Lebensbedingungcn  so  ausfuhrlich  gcschildcrt, 
dnss  ich  es  fUr  libcrfliissig  ltolte  noch  niiher  daruf  eiiuugehen. 

Wic  wenig  ist  aber  im  Laufc  dicser  Zeit  von  diesen  Rntschlagen 
bcfolgt  worden.  Es  ist  xunteist  nllcs  beirn  Alien  geblieben,  und  nur 
sclir  wenig  zur  Hcbung  des  kulturellcn  Nivenu’s  gcschchen.  Die 
Vcrhnllnissc  hnben  sich  niehl  gebessert.  Es  ist  wohl  richtig,  dass 
viclcs  dem  Umstandc  zuzuschreibcn  ist,  dnss  die  Mittel  unzureirhend 
sind,  aber  wicvicl  hiittc  von  manchen  Gcmcinden  die  liber  grOsscrc 
Mittel  vcrfUgon  xum  Wohl  der  nrmcn  Glaubensgenossen  gcschchen 
kdnnen,  wenn  man  das  Geld  rwcckmhssig  verwendcl  hnben  wiirde. 
Der  Grund  dieses  Kuckstandes  liegt  nber  hauptsaclilich  in  der 
Verst'.tndnislosigkcit  und  noch  mehr  in  dem  IndilVercntismus  und  in 
der  Indolcnx  dcr  sogenannten  besscrcn  Kreise,  eben  der  Frauen  wie 
der  MAnnet.  Es  fchlt  die  Ilingcbung  und  die  Opferwilligkeit  fQr 
das  nnne  Volk  clwas  wirken  xu  wollen.  Man  ist  Feind  jeder 
Neucrung  die  einer  Vcrhcsscning  dcr  I^tgc  dienen  kdnntc  und  so 
bcslchl  dcr  altc  Schlcndrinn  weiter.  Vcrcinc  wachscn  wie  Pilsc  aus 
dcr  Ivrdc,  wodurch  die  Kriiftc  xcrsj>littert  werden  und  wenn  sic  nuch 
nutnehes  Erspricsslichcs  lcistcn,  so  fehlt  doch  ubcrnll  die  nblige 
Aufsicht  und  Kontrolle,  so  dnss  alles  bcsoldctcn  l.euten  hberlnssen 
wird.  Es  sind  manche  AnsAlxe  wohl  gemacht  worden,  aber  dieac 
sind  game  unbcdcutcnd.  Hier  muss  besonders  dcs  Gnlixischen 
Hilfsvcrcins  Erwflhnung  get  an  werden,  dem  unstreitig  das  Vrrdicnst 
gebfirt,  fflr  mehrere  Tnuaend  Madchcn  HcschnAigung  gefunden  xu 
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haben.  Wcnn  nuch  die  liihnc  schr  gering  siiul  und  die  Madchcn 
von  den  Unicrnchmcrn  zumcisi  srhlccht  bcxnhli  und  in  mnnrhcn 
Fiillen  sogar  ubcrvortcilt  werden,  so  is*  cs  unbedingt  nichl  hochgcnug 
einxuschalzcn,  dass  diesc  Mfidchcn  nrhciicn  grlemi  haben,  wodurch 
sic  erwerbsfabig  und  iibcrdic*  vom  Miissiggang  nbgcwohnt  wurden 
Kreilich  wfirc  in  mnnehen  Hczichungen  cin  ralioncllercr  licit  ich 
dringend  urn  tmnrhe  Ucbclslimde  nbuistellcn. 

Ich  babe  nun  in  den  husscrcn  Utnrisscn  cin  Bild  von  den 
Vcrhnllnissen  gcmacht,  die  untcr  den  urmen  J  uden  Gnlixicns  herr- 
schcn  und  wclchc  Miticl  xur  I  lessening  dcr  Lsige  angewendet  werden 
kflnncn  und  lollcn.  Ich  habc  nuch  die  Uel>crxcugimg,  class  bci 
Anregung  und  uukrhrtigcr,  inoralischcr  und  nmicrieller  Hilfe  von 
Sciten  dcr  Gktubensgenossen  dcs  Western,  vicl  crxicli  werden  kann 
was  xur  Hek.impfung  des  M.'idchcnhandcls  beitnigen  wire!  und  dnss 
die  Frauen  und  M  tinner  in  Gnjixicn  sclbsi  sich  dahei  hetHligcn 
werden.  Die  bcvorsichcndc  gcscixliche  FUrsorge  fiir  die  vcrwnhrloslc 
Jugend  wird  die  Akiion  xuin  Toil  erlcichicrn  und  crgnnxen. 

Nun  muss  ich  noch  cincn  I'unkt  benihren,  dcr  ini  engen 
Zusnmmenhangc  mil  diesem  Problem  slcht  Ich  mcinc die  Kmlgmllon. 
Die  Juden  waren  in  umllcn  Zeiten  wic  die  andcren  scmltischcn  Stfunme 
eln  Nomadcnvolk.  Drei  wichtigc  Phasen  nind  in  dcr  ewigen  War.- 
derung  der  Juden  xu  vcrxcichncn.  Die  crslc  abgcscbcn  von  klcincn 
Wandcrungen,  bcgnnn  nach  dcr  Zeralrtrung  des  Temples  dnrch  Titus 
und  Auilbsung  dcs  jiidischen  Reiches,  nach  dein  Wealcn,  Imupi* 
silchlich  nach  Rom,  dns  dainals  die  Well  bchcrrnchtc.  Sic  xogen 
noch  weiter  nach  Spnnicn,  wo  sic  ciuige  Zeit  einc  licdculcndc  Sicllung 
einuahmeu.  Die  xweite  Phase  nahin  ihren  Anfang  mil  dcr  Aus- 
ireibung  der  juden  nus  dcr  PyrcnHischcn  Hnlbinsel  und  sic  irnten  die 
Wandcrung  xumcist  nach  den  Osicn  an,  wo  sic  anfang*  frcundlich 
aufgcnommen  wurden  urn  den  Mnndel  xu  vcrmittcln  und  nuch  Inngc 
Zcii  Privilegicn  nach  dem  Mngdehurger  Reehl  genossen.  Ka  knmen 
xwnr  dnnn  vorilbcrgchcnd  schwere  Zeilen  iiber  sic,  (lurch  die  Kosnken, 
aber  die  cigcntlichcn  Verfolgungcn  und  Einschrtlnkimgen  in  Kusnlnnd, 
wo  nic  sich  in  grosser  Zahl  befinden,  scute  crxt  iin  XIX.  Jahrhundert 
cin  und  crreichic  ihren  lUihcpunkt  1881.  Dies  verursnehte  die  driitc 
Phase  dcr  Wandcrung  nach  dem  Wcsicn,  die  noch  uichl  ihren 
Abschluss  gefunden  hnl. 

Die  Ansiclu  dcr  amcrikanischcn  mnssgclicndcn  Juden.  dass  die 
Judenfrnge  in  Amcrika  gclosl  werden  wird,  findc  ich  nichl  lic  hlig 
Sic  moliviren  dies  damil,  dass  die  Zunnhmc  in  den  Ictxtcn  30  Jahren 
einc  cnormc  war.  Dies  heweist  aber  gnrnichls,  denn  dadurch  isi  die 
Zahl  dcr  in  Osl-Kuropn  lebenden  Juden  nichl  gcringer  worden, 
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viclmehr  i*t  die  Auswandcrung  dureh  die  (ieburten  wed  uhcrhoh 
wmden.  Ich  halle  damn  fesi,  duss  die  Judenfrage  nur  in  Kussland, 
wo  das  tiros  der  Jitdcn  lebi,  ihre  cndgiilligc  I.iisung  linden  kann  mul 
muss.  Hicr  muss  Itcmerkt  werden,  dans  die  (icwohuhciicn  der 
nsteurop.iischen  Juden  in  Ghctti  xnsnmmcngedriingt  zu  leben  in  jeder 
Ilczichung  von  grosscin  Nachicd  isl.  Dictem  Ucbel  sueben  die 
('•Inubcnsgcnosscn  in  Amcriku  (lurch  die  “  Removal  Committees" 
abxuliclfcn.  Dies  fuhrt  dnzu,  dnss  die  Juden  itn  Konkurcnz-Knmpf 
einandcr  das  I  a  ben  nnviglich  crschwercn  und  von  den  Anders- 
glaiibigcn  angefeindet  werden.  Dies  ist  nuch  Icils  der  (mind,  dass 
mane lie  Kinigrnntcn  ohne  Heruf  in  der  Not  zu  cinem  schandlichcn 
('•csvcibe  ZufUtcht  nehmen.  In  der  Iclztcn  /eil  sind  atis  Non! 
Amcrika  bcunruhigende  Nnchrichten  hicnibcr  gclangi.  Oie 
hieriiber  angcsiellien  Nachforachungen  ergaben,  class  wuhl 
Juden  sich  dabci  beieiligen  nber  tiidit  in  einem  nllzu  crheblichcn 
Vcrhaltnissc.  Auch  dort  muss  die  crslc  Atifgalic  sein,  dns  Dnscin 
dieser  arnten  ( ilnubensgenosson  zu  cinem  mcnschcnwiirdigen  zu 
gcstalicn  und  dureh  Hnnnung  dcs  (iespenstes,  Hunger  und  Klcnd  die 
I'.cniiHer  (Tir  unscre  l.ehrcn  cinpHinglich  zu  mnehen.  Denn  wo  die 
linhlaugigc  Nol  ihr  Heim  uufgcschlagen,  wo  nlles  Sinncn  und 
Tmchtcn  gcrichtet  sein  muss  mif  die  Hcsclmtfung  dee  nllcmotigsicn, 
zur  kkigliche  Krislung  dcs  mcnschlichcn  Dnscins,  da  lindol  die 
sittliche  Hclehrung  taube  Ohren.  Mann  muss  aber  unscre  Glaubcns- 
genossen  in  Amcrika  das  Zcugniss  ausslcllcn,  dass  sic  allcs  aulbictcn 
urn  das  Los  der  Inunigrnmen  crtniglich  zu  mnehen. 
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